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HE Works of the celebrated Dr FEDERICO 
HorruaAx have long been held in very 

high eſteem by every intelligent Medical Prac- 
titioner. But from their voluminous ſize, join- 
ed to the circumſtance of their being written 
in the Latin language, they have been leſs 
extenſively. uſeful in Britain, than might o- 
therwiſe have been the caſe. I have there- 
fore peculiar ſatisfaction in being able to pre- 
ſent to the Public, an abridged Engliſh tranſlation 
of the moſt valuable of his writings. The prac- 
tical part of his Medicina Rationalis Syſtematica, 
will ever claim particular attention from thoſe 
who are capable of diſcerning the real value of 
the moſt important truths in Medicine. And al- 
though it cannot be denied, that the number of 
remedies which he has recommended in differ- 
ent diſeaſes, is much greater than the moſt in- 
telligent modern Practitioners in this country 
now employ ; yet the fidelity, extent, diſcern- 
ment, and accuracy of his obſervations, muſt 
ſtamp a high value on his Work in the. opinion 


of every reader, who prefers uſeful facts to 
fanciful ſpeculation. 


In the preſent publication, however, I can lay 
very little claim to the merit even of a tranſlator. 


For 


vw - . 


For the labour of ſelecting the moſt important 
of his obſervations, and of putting theſe in an 
Engliſh dreſs, was almoſt wholly accompliſhed by 
the late Dr WiLLiam Lewis of Kenſington, 
with whoſe name and merit no medical reader 
can be unacquainted. The manuſcript found in 
his repoſitories, was, in September 1781, put 
into my hands, by one of the bookſellers for 
whom it is now publiſhed. Since that time, I 
have beſtowed no inconſiderable attention in 
reviſing and comparing it with the original, 
which, however, has ſerved rather to con- 
vince me of the fidelity with which it was 
executed, than to add to the value of the 
publication. I have introduced ſeveral diſeaſes 
which Dr Lewis had probably omitted, from 
their being of little importance, or rarely occur- 
ring in Britain. By this means, every Part, 
Section and Chapter in this abridged tranſlation, 
correſponds exactly to the ſame number in the 
folio edition of Dr Horrman's Works, publiſh- 
ed at Geneva in 1761. While, therefore, the 
original is, in my opinion, one of the belt ſyſtems 
of the PraQtice of Medicine which has yet been 
publiſhed, I flatter myſelf with the hopes, that 
the Engliſh reader may derive ſome advantage 
from the labour beſtowed on the preſent tranſ- 
lation, by his moſt obedient Servant, 


ANDREW DUNCAN, 


EDINBURGH, 
Jun. 1. 1783. 
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PART I. 
Or FEVERS. 


CHAPTER I. 


Of the TzRTIAN Pavan! 


& 1. General Hiſtory of the Tertian. 


HE regular Tertian Intermittent Fever be- Tertian 
gins with headach, weakneſs of the limbs, Fever. 
a pain in the loins, riſing along the courſe of the 
back to the epigaſtric region, an uneaſy tenſion 
of the hypochondria and ſtricture of the belly. 
To theſe ſymptoms are joined a coldneſs of the 
external parts, particularly of the noſe and ears, 
a ſhivering, and frequently a violent ſhaking of 
the limbs, yawning and ſtretching, a ſmall con- 
tracted weak pulſe, and ſometimes thirſt. Theſe 
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ſymptoms are followed by a nauſea, fruitleſs 


Chap. I. retchings, or a vomiting of bilious, pituitous, or 
WWD 


green coloured matter, and ſometimes a cough, 
with expeCtoration of watery mucus. The 
whole body is then ſeized with fluſhing, and a dry 
burning heat: the face, which hitherto appear- 
ed collapſed and pale, the ſkin, which was con- 
tracted and rigid, and the veſſels in the hands 
and feet, which had ſubſided, begin to ſwell and 


redden ; the pulſe grows. ſtronger, fuller, and 
quicker, reſtleſsneſs increaſes ; the breathing be- 


comes more difficult, and the patient, on cloſing 
his eyes, talks incoherently. By degrees theſe 
ſymptoms remit, the heat abates, the urine ap- 
pears of a flame colour, but without any ſedi- 


ment, the arteries feel ſofter, the ſkin grows lax 


and moiſt, and at length, a ſweat breaking out, 


the paroxyſm goes off: its continuance is vari- 
ous; in ſome perſons 10 or 11 hours, in ſome 


20. In the day of intermiſſion, a chillneſs, wea- 
rineſs and want of appetite generally remain ; 
but the pulſe is natural, and the urine of a good 
conſiſtence, either depoſiting a ſediment, or at 
leaſt exhibiting a cloud. Next day the paroxyſm 
returns about the ſame hour as before, and con- 
tinues nearly the ſame length of time, attended 
with the ſame ſymptoms. 


The irregular tertian varies in its type, the fits 
coming on at different times of the day or night, 
and 
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intermiſſions are leſs perfect; the urige depoſites 
no ſediment, and the patient is either indiſpoſed 


to ſweat, or ſweats too profuſely. Diarrhœas, 
hæmorrhages from the noſe, violent ſubverſions 
of the ſtomach, a diſorder of the ſenſes, extreme 
cardialgia, anxieties, pains in the limbs, gripings of 


the bowels, or other unuſual ſymptoms, attend. 


Sometimes two regular tertians are compli- 


cated together, ſo as to occaſion two fits in one 


day, or one fit every day. Theſe laſt are diſtin- 


: guiſhed from true quotidians, by the fits which 


happen every ſecond day correſponding in the time 
of their return, and in their appearances or type. 


Remitting or continual tertians begin with ſhi- 
vering, anxiety, vomiting, heat, and great lan- 


3 guor. Next day, the violence of the ſymptoms 


abates ; but febrile heat, quick pulſe, faintneſs 
and weakneſs continue : on the third day, they 


each exacerbation. Theſe tevers, for the moſt 
part, change into true intermittents ; ſometimes 


in a few days, ſometimes not ſooner than two or 
W three weeks. 


Tertian fevers are moſt common in the au- 
tumn and ſpring. They are frequently epide- 
A 2 mic 


are again aggravated, a flight chillneſs preceding 


'J 


and ſome proving long, and others ſhort, The Tertian 


Fever. 
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mic in rainy variable autumns, ſucceeding hot 
dry ſummers; and endemic in places of a low 
marſhy ſituation. Expoſure to cold, moiſt, foggy 
air, after great heats, drinking cold liquors, vo- 
racious appetite, and other irregularities, diſpoſe 
to them. They quickly dry and emaciate the 
habit, and appear, from the vomitings and ſtools, 


to be always accompanied with a redundance of 


bilious humours, either as a cauſe or effe of 


* diſeaſe. 


Intermitting tertians are at firſt generally mild, 


but after repeated attacks the fits become more 


violent. Autumnal and winter intermittents are 


for the moſt part long and obſtinate: thoſe which 


happen in the ſpring and ſummer yield more 
eaſily. They are often alleviated or carried off, 
by an eruption about the lips, with a heat in paſ- 
ſing urine, after the third or fourth paroxyſm: 
but the moſt certain and ſalutary ſolution, effec- 
ted either by nature or art, is a plentiful bilious 
flux of the belly, with an increaſe of perſpiration, 
on the day of intermiſſion. When prematurely 
ſuppreſſed by aſtringents, they give riſe to dan- 


gerous and often incurable diſorders, hectic fe- 


vers, dropſies, contractions and violent pains of 


the limbs, hypochondriacal affections, convul- 


ſions, whoſe moſt happy ſolution is a return of 
the fever. From flight miſmanagement, they 
are 
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"ot are apt likewiſe to change their type; a ſingle Tertian 
W MF tertian to be converted into a double, into a flow TR 
BY MF quotidian, or a continual fever. Relapſes are 
'0- WM frequent after a cure, particularly from errors in 
fe the non-naturals, 2 
he | * 
1 § 2. General Method of Cure. 
of 1. The diet ought to be ſlender, and of eaſy 
| digeſtion ; ſpiritous liquors abſtained from; the 
3 moiſt cold air of the evenings avoided; ſuitable 
Id, cxerciſe made uſe of, and warm liquors drank, 
re in the time of intermiſſion, to promote perſpira- 
re tion, which is generally deficient. 
ch. | | 
Tre | 2. On the approach of the paroxyſm, the pa- 
ff, tient is to be kept warm. During the cold fit, 
al- no kinds of medicines have place; nor are li- 
n: quors to be drank, unleſs very ſparingly, not- 
c- withſtanding the thirſt of which the patient com- 
us plains. In the hot fit, barley water, warm whey, 
MN, or other agreeable diluents, may be given libe- 
ly rally, not much at a time, but often; to theſe | 


may be joined, where the heat and other ſymp- 
toms are violent, ſmall doſes of nitre or the dul- 
cified acid ſpirits. When the ſweat begins to 
appear, diaphoretics of the milder kind are to be 
given to promote it. 


A 3 3. In 
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3. In the time of intermiſſion, an emetic is to 
be given, if no ſymptoms contraindicate its uſe ; 
to weak perſons ipecacuanha; to thoſe of a ſtrong- 
er conſtitution, emetic tartar : if the fits are vio- 
lent, the vomit cannot be given too early, as re- 
peated attacks of the intenſe heat may diſpoſe the 
ſtomach to inflammation. The purging ſalts, 
with crude ſal ammoniac and nitre, may be ſub- 
ſtituted or premiſed to emetics ; and where there 
is a ſuſpicion of obſtructions of the viſcera, or 
where the patient has been accuſtomed to groſs 
food, they may be occaſignally repeated. In 
ſome caſes, emetics and cathartics are advanta- 
geouſly mixed together. Plentiful evacuations 
are particularly neceflary, where a voracious ap- 
petite has been indulged, and great anxiety of 
the præcordia, ſickneſs, eructations, and a bitter 
taſte in the mouth are complained of. If great 
weakneſs and ſenſibility of the ſtomach forbids 
both 'emetics and the ſaline cathartics with ape- 
rients, as oftentimes happens in children, old 


people, hypochondriacal and cardialgic perſons ; 


the belly, if bound, is to be opened by emollient 


and carminative glyſters, and the offending hu- 


mours carried off by the gentler laxatives, man- 
na, rhubarb, with a ſmall quantity of the ſal diu- 
reticus, and ſome aromatic oil. 


4. The 
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4. The next indication is to ſtrengthen the ſo- Tertian 


lids, particularly the ſtomach and inteſtines. 
On this the cure principally depends, though 
medicines of this claſs are for the moſt part nei- 
ther ſafe nor effectual, till due evacuations have 
been premiſed. Of all the known aſtringents 
or corroborants, Peruvian bark is with this inten- 
tion the moſt ſucceſsful : given in the time of in- 
termiſſion, in doſes of about half a dram every 
four hours, it raiſes the pulſe and ſpirits, increaſes 
perſpiration; in choleric perſons, looſens the bel- 
ly; and by theſe marks diſcovers its falutary 0- 
peration. 


5. After the fever has been removed, the bark 
muſt be continued at proper intervals for ſome 
time, with elixir of vitriol, bitters and other ſto- 


machics. A {trict regimen muſt be obſerved, 


with care not too much to indulge returning ap- 
petite. If the belly be bound, ſtools are to be 
procured by glyſters, or by joining gentle laxa- 
tives to the bark: purgatives, eſpecially if given 
by themſelves, are apt to bring back the fever. 


83. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. The bark is found more ſucceſsful and 
ſpeedy in its effects, at the beginning of the diſ- 
eaſe, than after the patient has been weakened 
3 8 by 


Fever. 


P:RACTIC:E:ov ; 
| Part I. by a long continuance of it; in perſons of a hot, 
Chap. 1. ſenſible and active diſpoſition, than in thoſe of a d 
wv" fluggiſh, melancholic, and flegmatic tempera- if 
ment; where the urine depoſites a ſediment, and c 
1 the cuticular excretions ſucceed, than in the op- p 
| . 
| polite circumſtances. In all caſes, moderate ex- t 
erciſe and the drinking of warm es promote 1 
its effect. = 1 
: | Ya 
4. Peruvian bark in ſubſtance anſwers better it 
than any of the preparations of it; but where the 2 
ſtomach is too weak to bear a ſufficient quantity. 
in ſubſtance, a tincture in wine, or the extract, 
may be ſubſtituted. If great heat is complained of, Mr 
nitre is to be joined; and in ſuſpicion of obſtruc- 1 
tions of the . {al ammoniac or alcalines. | 
1 
Wy Though purgatives, emetics, or ſaline ape- Ac 


rients, are in general to be premiſed to the bark; 

it is ſometimes neceſſary to exhibit bark firſt, 
that the paroxyſms being reſtrained, there may 
be the more time for that part of the cure. Ne 


4. If the tertian appears at firſt in the form Wi 
of a continual or ardent fever, diluents, with A] 
ſmall doſes of nitre and other ſaline ſubſtances, [ 
ſhould be given, till it changes into a true inter- 
mittent, when evacuants and Peruvian bark may WW 
be employed with advantage. . B 


5. In 
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5. In continual tertians, with great heat and 


XX delirium, if the patient is ſtrong, full of blood, 
of a bilious diſpoſition, prone to anger, and ac- 
cuſtomed to high feeding, veneſection is pro- 
per. The blood muſt be taken away in the 
time of remiſſion, and an infuſion of chamo- 
mile flowers drank ſome hours before or after. 
If crudities abound in the firſt paſſages, and the 
above indications do not appear, bleeding will 
injuriouſly check perſpiration, confirm the fever, 
and render it chronical. 


6. In obſtinate tertians, as autumnal ones ge- 
nerally are, and in thoſe which have degenerated 


into quotidians, the antifebrile draught, compo- 


{ed of ſimple waters, falt of wormwood, and 


ſpirit of vitriol, exactly neutralized, taken twice 
or thrice a-day, is of eminent ſervice. 


7. The more bihous tertians, or thoſe which 
Jariſe from anger, often yield alſo to the ſame me- 


4 dicine. Bitter, ſudorific, alexipharmic, acrid, 
4 and aromatic medicines, are here to be abſtained 
from; and nitre, and other ſaline ſubſtances, ex- 


ibited in ſmall doſes. 


8. Opiates deceitfully mitigate or ſuſpend the 


9 paroxyſms: by weakening the ſtrength, and di- 
ſturbing the courſe of the fever and ſalutary cri- 


lis, 


9 


Tertian 
Fever. 
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ſis, the diſeaſe gains ſtrength, and the fits are 
the more aggravated for their delay. Theriaca 
or compoſitions of opium with aromatics, are 
leſs injurious than ſimple opiates. | 
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9. Aluminous and vitriolic medicines ſopprel. 
the paroxyſms; but are generally productive of 
ill conſequences, unleſs, aſter their uſe, a diapho- i 
reſis is promoted by warm liquors or exerciſe. 7 


10. In fuggilh phlegmatic habits, caſcarilla is 
an excellent aſſiſtant to the bark; but as this : 
medicine is apt to heat the blood, it is leſs pro. 
per in bilious . 


n 


11. Abſorbents: are to be cautiouſly aſed.| 
Taken immoderately, they form a kind of viſciall | 
paſte, load the ſtomach, and produce nauſea and 
anxiety. The coarſer ſubſtances of this kind, 
as moſt of the marine ſhells, are difficultly oY . 
luble in acids, and when diflolved, mant an 


aſtringent quality. F 
12, In plethoric habits, the fit is oldie at-! 
tended with a violent headach and diſorder lf 


9 


the ſenſes, from an accumulation of blood in . 
the veſſels of the head. The removal of theſe » 
complaints is never to be attempted by topical ap E | 
plications : epithems of wormwood, rue, cum. I 1 
| min 
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frequently done harm: much leſs are the ſo cal- 


led cephalic and nervous medicines, as the balſa- 


mum vitæ, though of great ſervice in other diſ- 
orders of the head, to be uſed here. 


13. If from miſmanagement, œdematous tu- 


XZ mours ſucceed, the cure is to be effected by de- 


tergent ſalts, balſamic pills, and decoctions of the 
woods: acrid purgatives, chalybeates, and volatile 
falts are improper. If an anaſarca happens, an 
emetic ſhould be given with a proper doſe of 
the cathartic extract 


14. Aged perſons of a plethoric habit, and ac- 


cuſtomed to veneſeQion, when tertians are epi- 


demic, are often ſeized with a continual one, 
preceded by a violent cholie ariſing from cold. 
Here bleeding is proper. Peruvian bark given 


too ſoon changes the tertian into a quotidian of 
an hectic appearance, which generally proves 
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15. To children eight or ten years old, let an 
emetic potion be firſt given; after which glyſters 
of leſſer centaury and bark complete the cure. 


16. Women, who, from a ſuppreſſion of the 


menſes, have become cachectic, are to be treated 


with 


11 
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with great circumſpection. All ſtrong corrobo- 


rants and evacuants, even emmenagogues, are to 


Laxative, bitter, and carminative glyſters, mild 
laxative infuſions, with bitters, Peruvian bark, 


and ſteel, are m_ molt effectual remedies. 1 


17. Women after child pirth ſuffer gay 
from intermittents, unleſs dut regard is paid to 
the lochia; and the more ſo, as theſe are ſup- 


preſſed by thoſe medicines which reſtrain the fe- 


be abſtained from: ſuch as are of a gentle kind 
have place, but not till the fever has gone off. 


ver. The tonic balſamic pills are here remark- F 


ably ſerviceable. 


$ 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A man of 50, choleric and paſſionate, for 
the cure of a ſummer tertian which had laſted 3 


ſome weeks, took large and repeated doſes of 


ſal ammoniac, ſalt of tartar, nitre, and other 


falts : all the ſymptoms grew worſe, cardialgia 
and oppreſſions of the præcordia increaſed ; the 


face appeared contracted, pale and livid; the 
extremities were cold, even on the days of in- 


{ 
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termiſſion ; a conſtant dry cough, retchings to : 


vomit, and hiccup, came on: the taking any 


kind of food or liquors exaſperated the com- f 
plaints. The ſalts were now laid aſide: chicken- 


broth 
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2X broth with barley and yolks of eggs, and infuſi- 
ons of chamomile flowers, taken frequently: a 
bladder full of warm liquor applied, before the 
fit, to the epigaſtric region ; and glyſters of milk 
and manna, with a little nitre and commou falt, 
injected. By theſe means the ſymptoms were 
g mitigated; and an electuary of Peruvian bark, 
IX julep of roſes, theriaca and nitre, given after- 
X wards in moderate doſes, completed the cure. 
Nothing is more apt to occaſion an inflamma- 
tory diſpoſition of the ſtomach, and an effuſion 
of acrid bile, than anger ; which this perſon gave 
way to, even in the time of the fever. Salts, 


therefore, which univerſally irritate the nervous 


coats of the ſtomach and inteſtines, were here as 
injurious as in other circumſtances they are be- 
neficial. 


2. A gentleman of 66, robuſt and full of jui- 
ces, who had never ſuffered any evacuation of 
blood; from being expoſed, after ſweating, to 
the cold air of the night, fell into an exquiſite 
tertian. The cold fits were attended with de- 
lirium, and almoſt total loſs of ſenſe; the hands 
and feet trembled from extreme anxiety, the 
body was exceedingly reſtleſs, the face ſwelled 
and brown, the pulſe contracted, hard and quick: 
& theſe ſymptoms laſted three hours, during which 
IT the patient had generally two or three gelatinous 
: ſtools 
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ſtools of a deep bilious colour. The hot fits conti- 
nued fix hours, and went off in a moiſture of 


the ſkin. The thirſt was greateſt in the cold fit. 


In the time of intermiſſion, there was no com- 
plaint. During the third paroxyſm, ſaline nitrous 
juleps were given at intervals; the criſis promo- 
ted by an infuſion of ſcordium and lemon peel; 
and nitre, with fal diureticus, given in the inter- 
miſſion. Theſe ' medicines were continued till 
the ninth paroxyſm, when the ſymptoms being 
much mitigated, the patient was purged with 
manna and ſal polychreſt, the fever ſtopt by an 
eleQuary of bark, and the cure confirmed by 
balſamic peels and an aperient ſaline powder ta- 
ken every other day. 

The uncommon ſymptoms attending this caſe 
threatened ſome dangerous diſtemper of the 
head, which probably the ſpontaneous evacua- 


tions by ſtool prevented. In plethoric habits, 


where veneſection cannot be performed, ſuch 
medicines ſhould be given as gently looſen the 
belly and abate the heat : the paroxyſms cannot 
fafely be ſtopt, till the ſymptoms have abated, 
and the urine appears concocted. 


3. A man of 4o, of a ſanguine and melancho- 
iy temperament, long accuſtomed to irregulari- 
ties in diet; in ſummer, when fevers were epi- 
demic, after violent paſſion and expoſure to the 

evening 
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| evening cold ; complained of wearineſs, inter- Tertian 
rupted ſleep, pain of the back, and tenſion of the W 
head and hypochondres, which were followed 
by ſhivering and heat. On the third day the 
paroxyſm returned: the cold fit was ſlight, but 
the hot one violent, with extreme anxiety, and 

a diſorder of the ſenſes. A vein was opened, 
an emetic exhibited, which occaſioned only one 
puke ; and, after the fourth paroxyſm, the fe- 
ver was ſtopt by bark. In a few days, from ir- 
regularities, the fever returned more violently, 
with exceſſive anxiety, heat, and vomiting : Pe- 
ruvian bark was again exhibited, along with 

| chalybeates : the fingle tertian changed into a 
double; the ſtrength decayed; a tumour was 
perceived about the region of the ſtomach ; e- 
very thing taken into the ſtomach was thrown 
up; the anxiety became ſcarce ſupportable ; the 
pulſe quick, even in the time of intermiſſion ; 
the urine ſometimes thick, with a ſediment, 
ſometimes thin and yellow, ſometimes reddiſh ; 
the ſtools, which could not be procured without 
glyſters, were viſcid, fœtid and bilious. 

Hitherto the diforder had been very impro- 
perly treated; at firſt, by giving an emetic in a 
tever attended with ſuch heat and anxiety; and 
afterwards, by ſuppreſling the paroxyſms, with- 
out correcting or evacuating the morbific mat- 
ter. The cure was effected by the following 
method: 


machic elixir were exhibited with an infuſion 


der, with nitre and a ſmall quantity of caſtor, 


ſhavings and ſcorzonera root; which decoction 
was uſed alſo for common drink. Afterwards, 


was given; and a cataplaſm of chamomile flow- | 


tertian. Bark was given in large quantity for 
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method: The mineral anodyne liquor and ſto- 
of ſcordium leaves, chamomile flowers, milfoil 
tops, and fennel ſeeds; and an abſorbent pow- 


taken occaſionally in a decoction of hartſhorn | 


a mixture of ſalt of wormwood and lemon-juice 


ers and aromatics with yeaſt, ſpirit of wine, and 
vinegar of roſes, applied warm to the region of | 
the ſtomach. This application was followed. by 
an univerſal ſweat, and a ceſſation of the anxiety 
and vomiting : the fever likewiſe gradually be- 
came milder, and then yielded to an eleQtuary 
of Peruvian bark and chamomile flowers, with 
ſyrup of lemon-juice. 


4. A gentleman of 74, ſtrong and healthy, af- 
ter the omiſſion of cuſtomary veneſection, and 
expoſure to cold, was ſeized with a continual 


ſeveral days, with ill ſucceſs: the weakneſs in- 
creaſed faſt, with exceflive anxiety, pain of the 
head, thirſt, a large, full, quick, and ſometimes | 
intermitting pulſe. Analeptics and gentle dia- 
phoretics were exhibited, but with little hopes 
of their doing good: the patient in a few days 
died under the paroxyſm. 


Ati 
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At the beginning of this diſeaſe, bleedin- 
would have been proper. Peruvian bark always 
does harm before the acrimony of the juices has 


been corrected, or heat abated, particularly in 


plethoric perſons, and thoſe of an advanced age. 


5. Several noblemen, from irregularities at a 
place of a moiſt unhealthful ſituation, fell into 
tertians. After the third paroxyſm, a potion of 
manna, emetic tartar, and ſimple waters, was 
given; by which, large quantities of vitiated 
humours were evacuated both upwards and 
downwards. Three or four hours before the 
next paroxyſm, the neutral mixture, with ſpirit 
of vitriol, was given in the aqua theriacalis, with 
ſimple water, to promote a gentle ſweat ; and, 
after the paroxyſm, Peruvian bark was repeated 
every two hours, along with chamomile flowers. 
The fever diſappeared in a few days, and its re- 
turn was prevented by a more ſparing diet, and 
the uſe of the ſtomachic elixir. 


6. In the uncommonly hot ſummer in 1727, 
fevers attended with exceſſive heat, depreſſion 
of the ſtrength, anxiety, pain of the head, and 
ſometimes a delirium, were epidemic through- 
out Germany. Their moſt common form was 
that of a continual tertian, which changed by 
degrees into an intermittent tertian, quartan, or 

B quotidian. 
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quotidian. Theſe were ſucceſsfully treated by 


bark joined with nitre, ſaline purgatives, or 
where thoſe were improper, as in women ſubject 
to ſpaſmodic affections, emollient and diſcutient 
glyſters being premiſed. Remittents and inter- 
mittents, attended at firſt with violent ſymptoms, 
bear Peruvian bark in the beginning, better than 
thoſe which come on gently and proceed ſlowly. 


7. A ſoldier of 40, of a lax habit, weak from 
frequent loſſes of blood and the abuſe of wines, 
took a mixture of volatile ſpirits and an alexi- 
pharmic tincture, for the cure of an epidemic 
continual tertian: by this the heat and thirſt were 
increaſed, and a delirium brought on, in ſo 
much that the patient drank largely of cold wa- 
ter, and run out naked into the cold air. The 
fever nevertheleſs changed into an intermittent, 
extremely irregular, with great weakneſs and 
propenſity to ſweat : at length it went off, lea- 
ving a conſtant cough, a febrile commotion re- 
turning every day, and a hard tumour about the 
middle of the cartilago enſiformis, which increa- 
ſed for two months with great heat and pain. 


A diachylon plaſter being applied, with an emol- 


lient cataplaſm over it, the tumour in a few 


days ſuppurated, and, on incifion, diſcharged 


at leaſt three quarts. of an extremely fetid 
matter with a little blood. The abſceſs was 
healed 
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healed up by balſamics, and the patient perfectly 
recovered. 


8. A man of 40, in ſummer when fevers of 


different kinds were frequent, after a vehement 


fit of paſſion, was ſeized with great anxiety of 


the præcordia and retchings to vomit, followed 


by a yellow colour of the body, particularly of 
the white of the eyes, and a violent cough which 


was worſt in the nights. To theſe, from cold 


and irregularities, acceded a tertian fever, the 
hot fits of which laſted near twenty hours. A 


doſe of emetic tartar brought up a pituitous mat- 


ter only ſlightly mixed with bile; a warm electua- 
ry with theriaca being given afterwards, the fever 
was much exaſperated; there were no cold fits, 
nor intermiſſion of heat; the ſleep and appetite 
failed. By diluents, nitrous medicines, and the 
mineral anodyne liquor, the ſymptoms were ren- 
dered milder; after which, an eleQuary of Peru- 
vian bark, with nitre and bitters, continued for 
four days, entirely removed the fever, cough 
and jaundice. 


9. A robuſt ſoldier, who, from being on duty 
in a foggy night after a full meal, had been 
ſeized with a tertian, took on the day of inter- 
miſſion an emetic, which occaſioned a plentiful 
evacuation of pituitous and bilious matter; and 
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three hours before the next fit was expected, fif- 


teen peppercorns, with ſome ſpoonfuls of ſpirit of 
wine, drinking after this medicine a quantity of 
hot ale, and keeping himſelf warm in bed: a 
copious ſweat enſued, the paroxyſm was prevent- 


ed, and by repeating the fame — the diſ- 


order was entirely removed. 


10. A young man, choleric and paſſionate, and 
accuſtomed to the liberal uſe of wine, by taking 
the ſame medicine was thrown from an inter- 
mitting tertian into an almoſt continual fever, 
with a delirium, great heat, and exquiſite burn- 
ing ſenſation at the pit of the ſtomach. The 
cure was effected by emulſions, abſorbent, dia- 
phoretic and nitrous powders, and bark ; which 
laſt, occaſioned a ſalutary diarrhœa, as it uſually 
does in perſons of a choleric diſpoſition. 


11. A man of 60, robuſt, and of a full habit, 
ſubject to calculous pains and flatulencies, having 
a tertian ſuppreſſed by bark after three or four 
fits, complained of an inflation of the ſtomach, 


eructations, and rumbling of the bowels, eſpeci- 


ally after meals. Balfamic pills taken im the 
morning, and purging ſalts in the evening, for 
ſome days, and afterwards a carminative tinc- 
ture, with ſpiritus nitri dulcis before dinner, re- 


moved this diſorder ; which on omitting the 


medicines a 
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medicines, returned, and on reſuming them, went 
off again. 


A tertian happening in chronical indiſpoſitions, 


proves generally a cure for them, but if too ſoon 


reſtrained leaves them worſe. In ſuch caſes, 
though medicines adapted to the complaints do 
ſervice, a perfect cure is ſcarcely to be obtained 
without the uſe of mineral waters. 


12. A man of 70, ſtrong, of a ſlender habit, 
had ſuffered the 14th fit of a tertian, notwith- 
ſtanding the uſe of ſaline powders, bitters, and 
polychreſt-pills. The ſtrength was greatly de- 
preſſed, the appetite loſt, the urine without a ſe- 
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diment. The pulſe, during the paroxyſm, being 


ſtill full and ſtrong, bark was given, with ſome 
ſpoonfuls of wine every two hours. The next 
fit was flight, not attended with nauſea, head- 


ach or anxiety, as all the preceding had been; 


nor was there any farther return. 


The rule, that Peruvian bark ſhould not be 
given till the urine appears concocted, is by no 
means without exception. This febrifuge is al- 


ways ſafe where the firſt paſſages have been 


ſufficiently evacuated, where the body does 
not abound with impure juices, where the viſ- 
cera are unhurt, and there is no danger of an in- 
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ternal inflammation. It is more particularly ſa- | 


lutary in perſons of an active diſpoſition, a fibrous 
habit, and large veſſels ; and has generally the 


molt ſpeedy effects in thoſe who have been al- 


ready, in ſome degree, weakened by the diſeaſe. 


13. At the purging-ſprings, as ſoon as a fever 
comes on, the waters are drank liberally on the 
days of intermiſhon : theſe not only evacuate 
the inteſtines, but likewiſe promote urine and 


ſweat. If the fever does not go off at the fifth 
paroxyſm, it rarely fails to yield in a little time 


to the Peruvian bark, either by itſelf, or with 
other corroborants, bitters and chalybeates. 
Where the mineral waters are not to be procu- 
red, artificial imitations of them may be ſubſti- 


tuted.. 


14. A boy of a florid countenance, lively diſ- 
poſition, and voracious appetite, ſubject for two 
years to a flux from the hazmorrhoidal veins, 
and tenſion of the abdomen, but in other re- 
ſpects healthful; took aſtringents for the cure 
of a tertian. The fever became milder; but 
on continuing the medicine for ſome time, the 


aguiſh fit changed into an epileptic one, which, 


notwithſtanding the uſe of various antiepileptics, 


continued for 20 hours, and terminated in death. 


The 
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The hæmorrhoidal flux in children, a conſe- Tertian 
quence of an obſtruction of the viſcera of the _ 
lower belly, is generally followed by ſome dan- 
gerous diſtemper, The tertian fever, if not re- 
ſtrained, would probably have been ſalutary; 
eſpecially as intermittents are obſerved to con- 
tinue in children under proper management for 
a year together, not only without injuring, but 
rather confirming the ſtrength, and contributing 
to longevity. The 1 of the fever was 
extremely ill Judged... +: „ 5 


B 4 CH AP- 


24 


NARA iC EI 8 Een 


: CHAPTER I. 
Of the Qu ARK TAN Fever. 
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5 1. General Hiſtory of the Ovartan. 


HE Quartan is a fever returning every 


fourth day, leaving two days of inter- 
miſſion. 


The paroxyſms of the regular quartan come 


on generally about four or five in the afternoon, 


with a remarkable faintneſs, ſtretching, and a 
dull pain of the head, back, loins and tibiæ. 
The feet and hands grow cold, the whole body 
pale, and the face and nails livid : a ſhivering 
enſues, with a tremor of the lips and tongue, 
difficulty of breathing, anxiety, reſtleſsneſs, a 


hard, contracted, and ſometimes unequal pulſe, 
Theſe ſymptoms continue for two or three hours, 


during which the belly is generally bound, though 
ſometimes there is a ſtimulus both to ſtool and 
urine : aged perſons in particular are ſubject to 
purging, vomiting, and frequently a delirium. 
A heat ſlowly ſucceeds, not very burning, but 
very uneaſy and dry; the pulſe becomes quicker 

and 
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and ſtronger ; an obtuſe pain of the head con- 
tinuing, attended with giddineſs ; till, in four or 
five hours, a gentle moiſture breaking out on the 
| kin, carries off the paroxyſm. On the days of 
intermiſhon, the patient almoſt always, leaves his 
bed, but complains of a heavineſs of the head, 
and a paitr of the limbs as if the bones were rea- 
dy to break. 'The urine, which during the fit 
was thin and watery, appears now turbid, and 
depolites a ſediment, ' 


The irregular quartan attacks ſometimes at 
one hour, and ſometimes at another, though 
| moſt commonly m the forenoon. The hot fit 
is more violent than that of the regular, and 
more unealy to the patient even than the cold fit. 


Sometimes two regular quartans are compli- 
cated together, ſo as to leave only one day of 
intermiſſion, each preſerving its proper type and 
time of acceſſion. This double quartan happens 
chiefly from 1 8 N treatment of the ſingle. 


Sometimes the fits are followed only by a re- 
miſſion of the ſymptoms ; the heat continuing 
greater, and the pulſe quicker, than natural, the 
W appetite weak, the ſtrength depreſſed, the mouth 

| dry, the head giddy, fleep diſturbed, the urine 
red and turbid, with a roſe-coloured ſediment. 
The paroxyſms or exacerbations of this conti- 
nual 
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nual quartan are for the moſt part not very re. 


gular in their periods, and preceded only by a | ö 
ſtretching and ſhivering. . 
Quartan fevers are frequently epidemic after 
uncommonly hot and dry ſummers, when, from t 
drinking cool aceſcent liquors, or expoſure to the 2 
cold night air, the perſpiration of the humours, a ti 
rendered acrimonious by the heat, is impeded. u 
They are common almoſt every autumn in ſome f 
parts of our northern climates, where the food WF tt 
is groſs and of hard digeſtion, particularly in 2 
marſhy places infected by the putrid exhalations WF a 
of ſtagnant waters: here quartans are uſually | 
endemic in the autumn, and tertians in the 
ſpring. ti 
01 
The quartan varies in the violence of its ſymp- by 
toms, according to the diſpoſition of the body. ti, 
If from a ſedentary life, and groſs food, thick ch 
blood abounds; if there is an ill conſtitution of 4 
the hypochondres, or the patient has long given WW m 
way to immoderate grief, it is uſually obſtinate ſp 
and ſevere, and requires a ſtrict regimen, and m 
great judgment in the exhibition of medicines. ar 
In cacochymic habits, and where there is a diſ- th 
poſition to a miliary fever, its ſymptoms are fat 
more violent: after the miliary eruptions have 
come out, they are apt to diſappear again, and II 
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previouſly exhauſted by age, an ill ſtate of health, 
W or irregularities, it is apt to change into a dan- 
gerous remittent. In young active perſons, at- 
ter a hot ſummer, the paroxyſms laſt longer, 
the burning heat and weakneſs of the ſtomach 
are greater, and the fit goes off in a more plen- 
tiful ſweat. Children, from crudities in the ſto- 
mach, deficiency of perſpiration; expoſing them- 
ſelves to cold air in the night by throwing off 
the bed- clothes, ſtruggle long with this fever, 
and, after its removal, are extremely ſubject to 
ns a relapſe, or to other diſeaſes. | 


he The quartan is not dangerous, unleſs the pa- 
tient is aged or weak, or ſubject to epileptic fits, 
or gives way to paſſions, or when the fever has 
1P- by improper treatment been changed into a quo- 
y. tidian or ſome chronical diſeaſe. It is never- 
ck BY theleſs generally of long continuance : thoſe 
ol which begin in autumn often elude the force of 
"cn WF medicines till the ſpring, and then go off almoſt 
W ſpontaneouſly. Cutaneous eruptions, the hæ- 
morrhoidal flux, and in children the ſmall pox, 
are ſometimes its ſolution ; but for the moſt part 
there is no critical excretion. 


Spring and ſummer quartans are eaſy of cure. 
Thoſe likewiſe which ariſe from a ſuppreſſion of 


perſpiration 
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perſpiration or crudities in the firſt paſſages, 
whilſt the viſcera remain ſound, generally yield 
to a ſingle emetic or diaphoretic given before a 
paroxyſm. Such as happen to young ſtrong 


_ perſons, eſpecially where bile rather than tena- 


cious acid humours offends, admit alſo of a 
ſpeedy cure. Nor are the irregular quartans, 
or thoſe which change from a ſingle to a double 


form, ſo much to be feared as is commonly ima- 


gined.; this diſeaſe generally becoming vague 
and anomalous before it goes off. Quartans in 
pregnant women continue till delivery, and are 


then transferred to the child. 


This fever ſometimes prevents or remedies o- 
ther diſtempers; but when protracted to a length 


of time, it gives riſe to many; particularly drop- 


ſies, cachexies, œdematous tumours, hectic fevers, 
dry aſthma, and jaundice; in aged people, coma- 


tous and paralytic affections; in the young, hy- 
pochondriacal diſorders; in children, convulſi- 
ons. In all theſe caſes, upon diſſection, the li- 
ver, ſpleen, pancreas, and meſeraic glands, are 
found obſtructed and corrupted. Wherever 
the quartan proves fatal, the patient dies in the 
cold fit delirious. After the diſeaſe has been 
removed, it is apt to return again from flight ir- 
regularities, 
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8 2. General Method of Cure. 


1. The offending humours in the firſt paſſages 
are to be corrected and evacuated, and obitruc- 
tions of the viſcera removed, by alcaline ſalts, 
the ſal diureticus, and ſal ammoniac, purging 
ſalts, aloetics with bitters and balſamics: in ob- 
ſtinate obſtructions, recourſe muſt be had to 
mercurial and antimonial alteratives. 


2. The violence of the ſymptoms is alleviated 
by liniments compoſed of the diſtilled oils of la- 
vender, rue and ſage, with balſam of Peru and 
axungia, rubbed warm on the ſpine; warm ba- 
thing before the paroxyſm; aromatic epithems 
applied to the epigaltric region during the cold 
fit; ſtimulating plaſters to the wriſts, in the time 
of intermiſſion; and carminative nervous glyſters 
injected occaſionally. 


3. Peruvian bark, with caſcarilla, bitters, aro- 
matics and chalybeates, are to be ſubjoined to 
complete the cure, and continued for ſome time 
afterwards to prevent a relapſe; the belly being 
kept open by gentle laxatives, and a freedom of 
perſpiration maintained by exerciſe and a warm 
regimen, 
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& 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. ; pv 


1. A quartan is one of the moſt obſtinate diſ- 
eaſes, eſpecially in aged, melancholic and hypo- 
chondriacal perſons, where the circulation of the 
blood through the meſeraic veins is languid, the 
viſcera obſtructed, and the autumn advanced. 
The cure is to be attempted by gentle means, 
for violent ones do more harm than good. 


2. In the beginning, if nature be ſtrong, the 
more powerful reſolvents and evacuants have 
place. But when the diſeaſe is of long ſtanding, 
the body of exquiſite ſenſation, and where acrid 
and bilious excrements abound, theſe kinds of 
medicines exaſperate the fever, and often change 
it from a ſingle to a double JOEY or to a 
quotidian. 


3. Many have been happily cured by a tinc- 
ture of rhubarb, and bitters made in alcaline 
lixivia and Hungarian wine: others, by taking 
ley of tartar frequently in their common drink, 
a glaſs of old Rheniſh wine, with or without bit- 
ters, before the paroxyſms, and uſing afterwards 
ſtrong exerciſe : others, by bathing every day, 
and exerciſe, ſo as to promote a ſweat before 
the fits. 


4. The 
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4. The cure is always eaſieſt where the air is 
pure, as in ſpring and favourable ſummers. 
Sometimes the diſeaſe does not yield till a ſitua- 
tion where the air is unhealthful be exchanged 
for one more wholeſome, or an alteration made 
in the diet and manner of life. 


5. In the quartan, as in other long diſeaſes, a 
change of drink is particularly to be recom- 
mended. Decoctions of ſarſaparilla, carduus, 
cichory, raiſins and fennel- ſeeds, cold or warm, 
are uſeful alternatives to beer and tea. The 
| purging waters, with one-half or one-third their 
quantity of wine, are likewiſe a ſerviceable drink 
for diluting the thick humours and carrying off 
the impure by urine. 


6. Perſpiration is to be ſtudiouſſy promoted 
both before and after the paroxyſms, not by the 
more powerful ſudorifics, but by exerciſe and 
the milder diaphoretics. 


7. The ſweat at the end of the paroxyſins, is 
to be promoted by external warmth, and drink- 
ing warm diluting liquors. If checked by cold, 
the fever is prolonged, and contractions and 
c&dematous tumours of the feet ſucceed. 


, of the blood through the abdominal viſcera ſeems 
; impeded, 


8. In pregnant women, and where the motion 
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impeded, as in thoſe who are ſubje& to hypo- 
chondriacal and hyſterical diſorders, or where 
there is a tendency to an hzmorrhoidal flux; 
bleeding in the feet is proper, and will ſome- WM 


times effect a cure. Imprudent bleeding con- 


firms the diſeaſe. It is obſervable, that the 1 
blood drawn in quartans appears covered with 


a yellowiſh, viſcid, pituitous matter. 


9. Where the firſt paſſages abound with cru- 
dities from intemperance, and the patient com- 


plains of retchings, an emetic is adviſable ; pro- 
vided the lungs and other viſcera are ſound, the 
ſtomach not very tender, or the nervous ſyſtem } 


weak. Ipecacuanha is the ſafeſt emetic; but 5 


blue or white vitriol are better adapted to pre- 
vent returns of the fit. 


10. Peruvian bark is a medicine of approved 


efficacy and ſafety in quartans; but its uſe is 


never to be ventured on unleſs the viſcera are 


found and free from obſtruction, and proper 2 


evacuations have been premiſed. It is ſafer in 


the bilious ſummer quartans than in the autum- 
nal; in which laſt, it ſhould be joined with ape- 


rients, bitters, and diaphoretics : in ſome caſes, 
chalybeates, volatile ſalts, purgatives, and mer- 


curials, are excellent aſſiſtants. 


11, The 
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MEDICINE 


11. The paroxyſms 4 obſtinate autumnal 
quartans are ſometimes abated or ſuppreſſed, by 
ſtimulating epithems applied to the wriſts. Theſe 
may be compoſed of turpentine, ſoot, tal: ammo- 
niac, pepper, and theriaca. 


12. Mineral waters, particularly the chaly- 


beate, ſeem to be of good ſervice, both for the 


prevention and cure of intermittents. They 
are to be drank in the time of intermiſhon, with 
care that they pals off before the return of a 
paroxyſm, which otherwiſe will be exaſperated. 


13. In caſe of coſtiveneſs, glyſters are molt - 


adviſable z which, beſides emollient, ſhould con- 
tain carminative ingredients, and occaſionaly bit- 
ters and corroborants. A decoction of bark 
has of late been employed in this form; and 
when frequently repeated, has effected a cure. 
This method of exhibiting the bark is very con- 
venient for children, and thoſe whoſe ſtomach is 
weak and apt to nauſeate it. 


14. The violent headachs which frequently 


accompany quartans, in perſons of an advanced 


age, are difficultly removed. The greateſt re- 
lief is obtained from laxatives; and vinegar, with 
alt and nitre, applied to the part. 
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§ 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A Lady of a thin habit, but full of blood, 
in the fifth month of pregnancy, after travel- 
ling in cold, cloudy, evening air, in autumn, 
fell into a quartan, with violent headach, extreme 


anxiety of the pracordia, retchings, and. reſt- 
leſſneſs. Bitter and alexipharmic tinctures ag- 


gravated the paroxyſms, and brought on a moſt 
intenſe heat, gripes, and pains of the back. 
Bleeding and nitrous. medicines rendered the 
fits milder; after which the cure was completed 


by Peruvian bark. The bark may be very ſafely 


given to. pregnant N with proper circum- 


ſpection. 


2. A man of fifty, corpulent and cachectic, 


was ſeized in autumn with a quartan, then epi- 
demic, accompanied with ſwelled feet, coſtive- 
neſs, and a fleepineſs and numbneſs during 
the paroxyſm. After many medicines had 
been given in vain for a month, bark ſuppreſſed 
the fever in a week. A painful ſwelling of the 
foot, with an ulcer above the ankle, ſucceeded ; 


and on theſe being cured by externals, the fever 


returned, and would not yield to any kind of 
medicines. In half a year, a dropſy came on, 
of which the patient died. 


The 
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The ſwelling of the feet ſeems 


2 been critical, and was very imprudently repreſ- 
WE ſed. By proper internal medicines, adapted to 
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the cure of the cachexy and obſtruction of the 
viſcera, the patient might probably vc been 


preſerved. 


3. A young gentlenian, addicted to drinking, 
after travelling in a rainy autumn, fell into a ter- 
tian; which, from the liberal uſe of citrons and 
Ne to abate the heat, changed into a quartan, 
with exquiſite pain of the limbs, a kind of rigor 
of the head and feet, coſtiveneſs, and heat of 
urine. The diſeaſe, after having long eluded a 
variety of medicines, yielded at length to mer- 
curials ; but a dangerous falivation continued for 
a fortnight, the diſcharge: amounting often to a 
quart a day: the patient had no fleep, could 
take no ſolid food, the hands and feet were cold, 
the fauces and gums ſurpriſingly ſwelled, the 
breath extremely fetid, the body weak and ema- 
ciated. By the uſe of warm pediluvia thrice 
a day, glyſters, gentle laxatives, decoctions of 
= the woods for common drink, bezoardic pow- 


ders with theriaca and oil of ſaſſafras at bed-time, 


a warm regimen, reſtringent and antiſeptic gar- 
gariſms, all the complaints were removed in a 
month. Quartans are often cured by a faliva- 
tion, which in this diſorder is apt to ariſe to a 
high degree from ſmall doſes of mercurials. 
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4. A ſtrong plethoric man, of a ſedentary lite, 
ſubject to a hæmorrhoidal flux for a year, com- 
plained, in autumn, without any external cauſe, 
of ſhivering, laſſitude, pain of the limbs, vomit- 
ing of green phlegm, with great anxiety of the 
przcordia ; followed by an univerſal heat, with 
a headach and dryneſs of the ſkin; the urine 
natural. On the fourth day, the ſame ſymptoms 
returned. Bitters, with volatile ſpirits and warm 


tea, given plentifully before the next paroxyſm, 
rendered it worſe ; upon which, Peruvian bark 


was exhibited liberally, both in the fits and in- 
termiſlions : the ſtrength failed, the breaſt be- 
came more and more oppreſſed, the belly bound, 
vomitings happened in the fits with exceſſive 
anxiety, and, when theſe did not ſucceed, faint- 
ings, and the intermittent ſeemed changed al. 
moſt into a continual fever. By bleeding, the 
next paroxyſm was rendered milder; and by 
laxatives and glyſters during the intermiſſion, 
and a nervine liniment applied to the ſpine and 
feet in the fit, the fever was {till farther abated, 
the pain removed, and the urine and ſweat ren- 
dered more plentiful. After this courſe had 
been continued for a month, a compoſition of 
bark with ſteel, mercury, and medicinal regulus 
of antimony, produced an effectual cure. 


5. In the extraordinary hot and dry ſummer 
of 1719, a young woman full of blood, of a ſoft 
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MEDICIN E. 


and ſpongy habit, was ſeized with a quartan. 
After the fourth paroxyſm, blood was drawn 
plentifully from the arm, and a ſtrong purgative 
exhibited, which occaſioned twenty ſtools in 
twenty-four hours : the purging continued, tho' 
not very frequent, for ſome days, and at length 
the ſtools became bloody and mucous. The fe- 
ver went off; and the flux was afterwards-re- 
moved by infuſions of chamomile and elder 
flowers with milk, and a. powder of caſcarilla 
and bole armeniac. At this ſeaſon, fevers and 
dyſenteries were both epidemic, and ſometimes 
one terminated in the other, 


6. A young man, in the beginning of autumn, 
having, after a fit of paſſion, taken a large 
draught of liquor, and expoſed himſelf to cold, 
was ſeized with a quartan then epidemic. Three 
grains of emetic tartar and fifteen of vitriolated 
tartar, given ſix hours before the ſixth paroxyſm, 
brought up a pituitous liquid, and ſome bile, 
with great anxiety of the præcordia; on which 
the quartan fever changed into an irregular 
quotidian. Nitre with cinnabar and abſorbents 
rendered the fits ſhorter and milder, the belly 
looſe, and the ſweats, on the termination of the 
paroxyims, profuſe : after theſe had been conti- 
nued ſome weeks, the fever was removed by 
bark. A relapſe, from voracity and cold, yield- 
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ed, after a few paroxyſins, to the balſamum vitæ 
given in mint-water, before and after the fits : 
and a ſccond relapſe, from the ſame cauſe, by 
taking fifteen corns of white pepper in ſome 
ſpoonfuls of brandy four hours before a fit, and 
repeating this medicine tour times, keeping 


warm in bed each time, ah as to promote a 
{weat; 


Common people, from errors in the non- 
naturals, are very ſubje& to returns of this diſ- 
eaſe; which are therefore to be provided againſt, 
either by emetics, or ſaline detergents and bal- 
ſamic laxatives, or ſtomachics, as pepper. A 
ſweat properly excited before the paroxyſm is 
by no means hurtful, but ſalutary, provided the 
firſt paſſages have been ſufficiently evacuated. 
It is an erroneous opinion, that the febrile mat- 
ter is carried off only by ſweats at the end of the 
fit; for profuſe ſweats at this time, or in the in- 
termiſſions, are rather marks of a debility of the 


parts, which ee the 8 to a fein pa- 
roxyſm. 5 

7. A boy ten years old, of a pale livid aſpect 
and turgid belly, but good appetite, after expo- 
ſure to the cold evening air, was ſeized with a 


quartan; which, on the appetite being increaſed | 


by bitters, and the bed- clothes thrown off in the 
night, 
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night, changed into a quotidian. On pills be- Quartan 


ing given every other day, and the common 
drink impregnated with falt of tartar, nitre, ſal 
ammoniac, arcanum duplicatum, and a little ex- 
tract of ſaffron, for three weeks, the fever and 
lividneſs of the face went off, and the belly ſub- 
ſided. A month after, the fever returned in a 
quotidian form, and was removed by the ſame 
medicines; as was likewiſe a ſecond relaple. A 
third was prevented by continuing the medi- 
cines ſome time after the cure, and abſtaining 
from unwholeſome foods. 5 


Children are diſſicultly cured of a quartan, and 
very ſubject to relapſes, or to other chronical 
diſorders from a weakneſs of the ſtomach, or 
catarrhous defluxions and - flow fevers. The 
cure is molt ſucceſsfully begun by a purgative 
ſix hours before the fit ; to which is to be added, 
in caſe of nauſea or retchings, . half a grain of 
emetic tartar : during the intermiſſion, an infu- 
ſion of bark with caſcarilla, ſal diureticus, and 
ſalt of tartar, is to be given every two hours: if 
this does not remove the fever, we may ſuſpect 
an obſtruction of the viſcera or abdominal 
glands. The ſaline compound above deſcribed 
is now to be exhibited, and an aperient decoc- 
tion uſed for ſome time; after which, eſpecially 
if the fits grow milder and ſhorter, we need not 

C4 doubt 
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doubt of obtaining a complete cure, by glyſters 


of Peryvian bark repeated twice or thrice during 
the melken an emollient glyſter being pre. 
miſed to evacuate the inteſtines. 


8. A gentleman of eighty, very healthful, in 
the evening, after a ſudden fright and full meal, 
complained of a coldneſs and ſhivering, followed 
by heat and a reſtleſs night. On the fourth 
day, the ſymptoms returned, more violent, with 
a headach, weakneſs of the limbs, and anxiety 


of the præcordia: in the intermediate days, he 


was well. An emetic was given before the 
eighth and ninth paroxyſms; 
ders, with ginger and arum root, in the inter- 
miſſions; and a weak decoction of the woods 
for common drink: the fits grew worſe, a reſt- 
leſſneſs, dulneſs, and emotion of the mind came 
on, the headach and weakneſs continued during 
the time of intermiſſion, with a preternatural 
heat, and loathing of food; by which the 
ſtrength being gradually exhauſted, the patient 
expired in the ſhivering fit. 


A loathing of food is a very alarming ſymp- 
tom, not only as it emaciates the body, but as it 
generally proceeds from a corruption of ſome of 
the viſcera. Theſe long fevers from affections 
of the mind, are, in aged perſons, full of danger, 
and, 


acrid ſaline pow- 
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and, though the ſtrength ſhould not at firſt be 
much depreſſed, require to be treated with great 
circumſpection; flight errors, in medicine or 


W regimen, may be productive of irremediable 


W miſchief. 


= 9. A young man of a ſtudious and ſedentary 
W life, after travelling in rainy weather in Septem- 
ber, fell into a quartan; which was mitigated 
W by nitrous powders in the fit, and a faline pur- 
W ative in the intermiſſion. On expoſure to the 
cold moiſt evening air, the fever became not 
only more violent, but double, the belly bound, 
me feet and legs ſwelled, and the face and whole 
habit bloated. An alkaline nitrous liquor, and 
W balſamic pills, looſened the belly, and reduced 
5 the fever again to a ſimple form: on continuing 
W thcir uſe, a diarrhœa enſued for ſome days, with 
W cxquiſite pains about the navel, and ſuch an acri- 
W mony of the feces as almoſt eroded the anus. 


The fever abated ; but the weaknels, loſs of ap- 


petite, lurid aſpect, and ſwelling of the legs, ra- 
cher increaſed. On taking bark with caſcarilla, 
bitters and alkalies, in the intermiſſion, the 


tever, after one flight paroxyſm, went. off, and 
the ſwelling gradually ſubſided. The cure was 
confirmed by a ſtrict regimen, and the uſe of 
WT balſamic pills and a ſtomachic elixir. Tumours 


of 


W ſtrength and appetite immediately increaſed, the 
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cum, lignum colubrinum, caſcarilla, each hal! 5 
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of the feet attending the fever are leſs to be 4 
dreaded than thoſe which ſucceed 1 it. 1 


10. In a great number of quartans, both ep. $ 
demic and intercurrent, the following method 8 
was purſued with good ſucceſs —A ſaline liquor ge 


lated tartar, nitre and caſcarilla, of each " . 
an ounce, diſſolved in a quart of ſome ſimple 

water, with half a dram of extract of ſaffron, 
was given in the doſe of a ſpoonful, thrice on 
the day of intermithon, and an hour or two be. 1 
fore the paroxyſm. Aſter the third fit, a tine. 
ture of pimpinella alba, contrayerva, vincetoxi. 


an ounce; extract of carduus, ſcordium, ſalt off 
tartar, each two drams, made in a mixture o 
ſpiritus theriacalis, liquor anodynus, each one 
ounce ; tartarized ſpirit of wine, eight ounces, 

and ſimple water, four ounces, was given thric: Wi 
a-day to fifty or fixty drops, in ſome warm - 
quor, to promote a gentle ſweat. By this 
means the fever frequently went off; if it conti. 
nued, a laxative was exhibited in the morning, 
the ſaline liquor above mentioned at night, andi 
after ſome days an electuary of rob of elder, andi 


Juniper berries, of each one ounce ; Peruvian 


bark and caſcarilla, each half an ounce, extrat 
of lefler centaury, fal ammoniac, calx of anti- 
mon), 0 
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rony, each one dram ; julep of roſes, an ounce Quartan 
ada half. This electuary was taken to the I 
WW uantity of a nutmeg at a time every two hours 

. during the intermiſſion; coſtiveneſs being oc- 
EFcaſfonally provided againſt by domeſtic glyſt- 

rs, or gentle laxatives. A relapſe was pre- 
Pented by laxative. balſamic pills once a-week.,... 
ſtomachic tincture once a-day, and a ſtrict 
egimen. Where a relapſe did happen, an e- 
Nietic of ipecacuanha, blue vitriol and ſaffron, 

Nas given at once, and the electuary ſubjoined. 
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Part I. 
Chap. 3. 
CONV 


ER ACTTIES - os 


CHAPTER Il. 
Of the QUoTIDIAaN FEVER. 


THE Quotidian is an intermittent returning 4 


& 1. General Hiſtory of the Quotidian. 


every day. The paroxyſm begins with 2 
chilneſs of the extremities, nauſea, and diſtenti-W 
on of the belly, attended in ſome perſons with 
a headach, in ſome with faintings, in other; 
with vomiting, or purging, or both. Theſe are 
ſucceeded by a ſoft unequal heat, flight thirſt, "| 
and oftentimes an extreme ſleepineſs; the pulſe, 
before weak and irregular, becomes quicker, 
but not very hard; the urine is turbid and ye. 
lowiſh. In about ten hours, the paroxyſm goes Wi 
off, with a very ſlight moiſture on the ſkin, lea-W 
ving the body dull and heavy. 


The regular quotidian begins about four or 
five in the morning. The erratic comes on at 
other times of the day, and frequently has no 
regular period, This laſt is often epidemic, 
from an uncommon conſtitution of the air, par- 

| ticularly 
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WE ticularly after a long continuance of intenſe heat. 
WT The regular intermitting quotidian is diſtiaguiſh- 
W cd from the double tertian and triple quartan, 
by all its paroxyſms agreeing in their period 
and type, whilſt in the others only the third or 
fourth day's fits correſpond. 


Regular quotidians, from an indiſpoſition of 
the viſcera, are of long duration : the erratic 
and epidemic, from an ill ſtate of the juices on- 
ly, are eaſier of cure. Thoſe which have per- 
te& intermiſſions are leſs dangerous, than when 
a weakneſs of the body, a low quick pulſe, and 
profuſe ſweats, remain betwixt the paroxyſins. 
Thoſe which ariſe from other intermittents, par- 
ticularly the quartan, are obſtinate and full of 
danger, as they indicate a great diforder of the 
viſcera, and approach near to continuals. 


Bilious and pituitous vomiting or purging, at 


: j | the beginning of a fit, are a favourable ſymp- 


tom, unlefs the ſtrength has been exhauſted by 
a long continuance of the fever. A gentle ſweat 
likewiſe at the termination of the paroxyſms, 
and a copious diſcharge of concocted urine, al- 
leviate the ſymptoms, and prognoſticate a happy 


5 | ſolution. If no excretions happen, it is to be 


teared that the diſeaſe will continue long, that 
the viſcera will at length be affected, and ca- 


chexies 
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or other acrids and aromatics, and a drop or 
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chexies and lingering fevers fucceed. The im- 
prudent uſe of aſtringents, produce the ſame 
ill conſequences. The warm ſudorifics change 
the intermittent into a remitting or continual 
fever. Where the diſeaſe proves fatal, the cold 
fits become long and violent, with a depreſſion | ſtr 
of the itrength, and diſorder of the ſenſes ; on Wl 
the third return, the patient expires. 4 


§ 2. General Method of Cure. 


1. The faline deobſtruents, ſal ammoniac, vi- 
triolated tartar, the purging ſalts, are to be ex- 
hibited for ſome days, either by themſelves or 
with the addition of arum root, ginger, pepper, 


two of ſome carminative oll ; after which, give 
a purgative, at ſuch time, that its operation may 
be over before the next paroxyſm. 


tn wit Oo oa vv” 


2. Theſe premiſed, corroborants, caſcarilla, bit- 
ters and chalybeates, take place. If the fever re- 
turns, and from errors in regimen, proves re- 
fractory, the purging mineral waters are to be 
drank warm, with the interpoſition of bitters, 
balſamics, and anticachectics. 


. 
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9 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. Intermittent quotidians are to be treated 
with circumſpection, leſt they change into long 
and dangerous diſeaſes. They do not bear a- 
ſtringents, anodynes, large doſes of abſorbents, 
the draſtic purgatives or ſudorifics, or the more 
powerful emetics. 


2. The avoiding of cold, eſpecially to the bel- 
ly, unwholeſome food, wines, paſſions and anxi- 
eties of mind, is of great importance both in 


f the cure and for preventing relapſes. 


3. As the diſeaſe is frequently carried off by 
a ſpontaneous flux of the belly, the Phyſician 
ought to promote that ſalutary diſcharge by 
gentle laxatives, given ſome hours before a pa- 
roxyſm, and ſhould not endeavour to force 
ſweats by too warm regimen or medicines. 


4. As ſpontaneous vomitings give relief, this 
natural effort is alſo to be promoted. Fifteen 
grains of ipecacuanha, with half that quantity of 
the compound powder of ſcammony, given at 
night | in a regular quotidian, by gently vomit- 
ing, and ſometimes purging, have often render- 
ed the fever milder, and made it yield eafily to 


other 
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other medicines. Even when quotidians have 
continued for a month or longer, and have al-. 
moſt degenerated into flow fevers, a grain of 
emetic tartar, diſſolved, may be given with ſafe- 
ty, and generally occaſions a plentiful and ſalu- 
tary evacuation. 


5. In pains or inflation of the ſtomach, and 
loathing of food, cloves, nutmegs, mint, and cha- 


-momile, are to be applied to the epigaſtric region, 


either in form of powder or boiled in wine. 
The ſame applications are likewiſe ſerviceable 
for promoting perſpiration in the time of the in- 
termiſſion, and with the addition of ſpirit of wine, 
and oil of mint, for alleviating the violence of 


the cold fits. 


6. Febrifuges are to be cautiouſly uſed in re- 
gular quotidians. In the erratic and epidemic, 
they are given with ſafety, and frequently occa- 
ſion a ſalutary looſeneſs. Caſcarilla is to be pre- 
ferred to the Peruvian bark. 


7. The quotidian rarely admits of veneſection, 
the patient being for the moſt part weak, and in 
ſome degree cachectic. If remarkably plethoric, 
particularly from a ſuppreſſion of the menſtrual. 
or hæmorrhoidal flux; if accuſtomed to the uſe 
of wine; and if the urine is of a high colour, 


blood 
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blood muſt be drawn in the beginning of the Quotidian 


diſeaſe : from a negleQ in this particular, the 
intermittent has been aggravated, or changed 
into a flow, hectic, apoſtematic fever. 


$ 4. Hiftories of Caſes. 


1. A lady about thirty, of a very irregular 
life, after frequent expoſure to cold air in au- 
tumn, fell into a fever, which returned every 
morning with anxiety of the præcordia, cardial- 
gia, headach, wearineſs and pituitous vomiting, 
and continued till three or four in the afternoon ; 
after a few paroxyſms, profuſe ſweats were join- 
ed, the appetite, in the intermiſſions, continuing 
tolerably good. Purgatives, emetics, ſaline pow- 
ders and chalybeates, were exhibited for ſome 
time; and the fever at length ſuppreſſed by an 


infuſion of bark and wormwood in wine. The 


appetite being too much indulged, the diſorder 
returned, about a week after, with greater vio- 
lence, and was again removed by the ſame 
means. In half a year there were ſix relapſes, 
with night ſweats, which rendered the body ex- 
tremely languid, and greatly exhauſted the 
ſtrength. She now began to take the caroline 
waters, warm; but the time of intermiſſion be- 
ing too ſhort for them to paſs off, they exaſpe- 
rated the fits. The fever was therefore ſtopt by 
5 © 8 D bark, 
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bark, and a courſe of the waters ſubjoined ; bit- 
ters, ſtomachics, and balſamic pills being occa- | 


ſionally interpoſed. By theſe means the diſor- 


der was effectually removed. 


2. A lady about thirty, of a tender conſtitu- 
tion, active and full of blood; who, from abor- 


tion in the fourth month, with an exceſlive hæ- 


morrhagy, and a ſubſequent ſuppreſſion of the 
menſes, had become pale, cachectic, coſtive, and 
of little appetite; after walking in the evening, 
was ſeized with a fever, anxiety, nauſea, and 
great languor, which, notwithſtanding the uſe 


of a ſtomachic elixir, an emetic and a purga- 


tive, returned every night rather more violently, 
with a preſſure in the epigaltric region, and 
retchings to vomit, even in the time of intermiſ- 
ſion, and an icterical colour of the face. A 
ſcruple of fixed falt, and twenty drops of ſpirit 
of vitriol, with ſome diſtilled waters, and a dram 


of {ſyrup of red poppies, were given in the even- 


ing, fix hours before the paroxyſm; and a bag 
of ſtomachic and carminative plants, boiled in 
wine, was applied to the ſtomach : a copious 


| ſweat broke out before the fit, and the fever be- 


came milder ; on repeating the ſame medicines 
it went entirely off, The appetite being too 
much indulged, the diſorder returned with ra- 


ther greater anxiety, retchings, and a kind of 


fainting. 
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mixture, and external application repeated with- 
out ſucceſs ; the heat, languor and debility con- 
tinuing after the fits, ſo as to threaten a continual 
fever. After a glyſter, twenty-five grains of 
ipecacuanha, and twelve of vitriolated tartar 
were exhibited, which operated both upwards 
and downwards: the fever and other ſymptoms 
abated; after which, a mixture of equal parts of 
caſcarilla, vitriolated tartar, and fal ammoniac, 
being given every four hours in doſes of half a 


dram, for ſeven days, all the complaints dia- 
peared. 


3. Aman above ſixty, of a thin habit, and 


ſanguineo-melancholic temperament, of a labo- 


rious ſedentary life, after walking home from an 
entertainment in a cold rainy evening, at a time 
when intermittents were frequent, was ſeized 
with a mild tertian, which, after the uſe of 
ſaline medicines, was reſtrained about the fifth 
paroxyſm by Peruvian bark. The patient con- 
tinued weak and without appetite, flept ill, and 
complained of a painful weight in the epigaſtric 
region after meals. A powder of arum-root, 
pimpinella alba, gentian, cummin-ſeed and mace, 


was given, to the quantity of half a dram twice 


a-day, to promote digeſtion ; nevertheleſs, in a 
tew days, a quotidian came on, An eleQuary 
D 2 of 
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fainting. The belly was opened, and the ſaline —.— 
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of caſcarilla, with rob of juniper, and ſyrup of 


citron juice, was then employed; a ſtrong purging 
ſucceeded: the electuary was continued in ſmal- 
ler doſes, and the fever went entirely off. 


4. A lady of fifty, of a tender conſtitution and 
full of blood, after a violent fit of paſſion, with 
a tremour of the extremities, in the heat of ſum- 


mer, on the approach of the monthly period, 


took a purgative, which occaſioned upwards of 
fifty ſtools in twenty- four hours, and next day 
near twenty: the ſtrength was extremely de- 


preſſed, the body languid, ſleep and appetite 


failed, and faintings came on, eſpecially in an 


erect poſture. In ſome days ſhe was ſeized with 


a flight chilneſs and ſhivering, exceſſive anxiety, 
reſtleſſneſs, and ſuch a tendency to ſyncope, 
that ſhe ſeemed ready to expire : a quickneſs of 


the pulſe ſucceeded, with a heat of the body, 


dryneſs of the mouth, and moiſture of the ſkin, 
which continuing for twelve hours, alleviated 
the ſymptoms. A febrile commotion, more or 
leſs violent, returned every day, ſometimes in 
the evening, and ſometimes in the night, pre- 
ceded and followed by a dry cough. The ſto- 
mach could ſcarce bear any thing : analeptics, 
ſaline medicines, balſamic pills, ſtomachic elixirs, 


and even food, occaſioned anxiety, heat, oppreſ- 


ſion, gripes, and a ſtricture and burning ſenſa- 
15 tion 
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tion at ſtomach. Nothing ſat better than emul- Quotidian 


fions made in agreeable ſimple waters, to which 
was ſometimes added a little bezoardic nitrous 
powder : water-gruel was given for drink, and 
the belly kept open by emollient glyſters. Af- 


ter a month ſhe could bear medicines better, 


when the balſamic laxative pills, and balſamic 
elixir were given in ſmall doſes. The febrile 
commotions became milder, and without anxi- 
ety; after which, fix grains of caſcarilla, with 
equal quantities of arcanum duplicatum, crabs 
eyes and calx of antimony, being taken thrice 
a.day, and a ſolution of the balſamic pills in a 
weak lie employed for looſening the belly: all 
the complaints were in forty days removed, and 
ſtrength and appetite returned. 


5. A woman about forty, of a ſanguineo-cho. 
leric lax habit, accuſtomed to improper foods, 
and the immoderate drinking of tea, complained 
of a languor of the ſtomach, and ſoon after a 
ſuppreſſion of the menſes. Emmenagogues 
brought on a quotidian with its uſual ſymptoms, 
which was cured in three months; but the men. 
ſes did not reappear, and the belly remained 
bound. In a little time the fever returned, and 
has continued for three years, eluding medicines, 
aſſes milk, and mineral waters: it came on ear- 
ly in the morning, with ſweating almoſt colliqua- 

D 3 tive, 
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tive, which laſted till ten, and was followed in 
the afternoon by a languor and pain of the loins. 
In the intermiſſions, the whole body was cold to 
the touch, the appetite very weak, the face pale 
and the habit bloated ; ſhe nevertheleſs walked 
about, and could manage houſehold affairs. 


For the cure of this obſtinate diſorder, a ſtrict 
regimen mult be obſerved, unwholeſome foods 
and cold air avoided, and a freedom of perſpi- 
ration kept up. Saline medicines are to be ta- 
ken in the intermiſſions, a laxative twice a-week, 


a ſtomachic elixir at meals; after which, caſca - 
rilla, with vitriolated tartar, is to be repeated 


twice a - day. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER. IV, 


Of the AxNoMaLovs, Erivemic,. MalicnanT 
INTERMITTENTS. 


8 1. General Hiſtory. 


N the uncommonly hot and dry ſummers and 
autumns of 1726, 1727 and 1728, a variety 

of theſe kinds of fevers were epidemic almoſt 
throughout Germany. Some ſuffered one, o- 
thers two fits a-day. . In ſome, they were at firſt 
continual, and changed on the third or fourth 
day into intermittents ; in others, they intermit- 
ted at firſt, and changed afterwards into danger- 
ous continuals. In ſome, there were exceſſive 
evacuations of bilious and pituitous matter, both 
upwards and downwards; in others, conſtant 
ſweats and faintneſs during the remiſſions or in- 
termiſſions. Some complained, during the fe- 
ver, of heat and cold at the ſame time. Young 
perſons were ſometimes highly delirious in the 
paroxyſm ; the aged, ſleepy. All complained 
of an anxiety and painful preſſure about the re- 
gion of the ſtomach ; a dull pain of the loins, 
| D 4 fect 
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feet and head ; and in the time of intermiſſion, 


Chap.,4- a pain in the nape of the neck, ſcapulz, and a- 


long the ſpine. At length, puſtules breaking 
out on the face, or purple miliary eruptions on 
the body, all the ſymptoms abated. It a fcor- 
butic miliary fever was joined, the diſeaſe pro- 
ved of longer continuance ; if the eruptions 
were white, it was generally fatal. 


Theſe fevers were moſt frequent in marſhy 
places; to perſons of an irregular life, or weak 
conſtitution ; after bleeding, ſtrong purgatives, 
immoderate paſſions ; and to women on the ap- 
proach of the monthly period. Freedom of 
perſpiration, openneſs of the belly, avoiding cold 


' moiſt air and unwholeſome foods, were the ſu- 


reſt preſervatives. Some recovered in a fort- 
night ; with others, the diſeaſe laſted a month. 
Very few died, unleſs from ſome great miſma- 
nagement. 


6 2. General Method of Cure. 


1. In the beginning of the diſeaſe, ſmall doſes of 
nitre were given both in the paroxyſms and in- 
ter miſſions, along with ſome agreeable ſimple 
waters, to which were added a few drops of dul- 
cified ſpirit of nitre, or the mineral anodyne li- 
quor. Ihe common drink was water-gruel, 

| 9 with 
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wich lemon-juice and lemon-peel, or reduced 
with almonds into the form of 'an emulſion. 
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2. The belly, where coſtive, was looſened by 


glyſters of water-gruel, with chamomile flowers, 
oil of almonds, and common falt, and potions of 


manna, and cream of tartar. In ſome perſons, 


rhubarb anſwered better, 


3. A ſweat was promoted at the end of the pa- 
roxyſms, where nature was too weak to affect 
it without aſſiſtance, by ſaturated diaphoretic 
tinctures in weak menſtrua, mixed with an e- 
qual quantity of the anodyne liquor, and a few 
drops of volatile aromatic fpirits. 


4. When, by theſe means, the fever had abated, 
and changed into a true intermittent, it was ſuc- 
ceſsfully treated as ſuch. In ſome caſes, the 
bark was given at the beginning, after a gentle 


emetic, along with caſcarilla, nitre and calx of 
antimony. | 


§ 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. In all epidemic fevers, eſpecially thoſe 
which are attended with unuſual ſymptoms, or 
give ſuſpicion of malignity, it is adviſable in 
the beginning, to exhibit only the more inactive 

bezoardics 
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bezoardics and analeptics; and abſtain from 
bleeding, emetics, and a hot regimen. Solid 
foods are improper : thin liquors are ſerviceable, 
as decoctions of ſcorzonera, with calcined harts- 
horn, and ſyrup of lemon-juice, 


2. Strong purgatives and emetics did harm. 
Bleeding, acrids, ſudorifics, and all hot medi- 
cines, were apt to change the ſingle intermit- 
tents into double, or into continual fevers. 


3. Mild evacuants were always ſerviceable : 
for in proportion as the belly is bound, flatulent 
heart-burns and reſtleſſneſs increaſe. During 
the paroxyſms, the flatulencies in the inteſtines 
are frequently ſo great as to prevent the admiſ- 
ſion of glyſters. 


; 


4. If vomiting, reſtleſſneſs, and coldneſs of . | 


the extremities, are urgent, a gentle diaphore- 
fis is to be promoted by the mineral anodyne 
liquor, mixed with a few drops of volatile aro- 
matic ſpirits, diſtilled oil of mace, or a ſmall 
quantity of extract of ſaffron ; and water-gruel 
with oil of almonds. and ſaffron, or emulſions 


made with ſimple waters, uſed liberally for com- 


mon drink. 


5. If 


> LP I1IDC2x NA, 


5. If a diarrhoea happens in the beginning, 
give rhubarb mixed with nitre ; to which may 
be added, if the flux is violent, a few grains of 
caſcarilla. | 


6. If a miliary fever, with copious fetid 


ſweats are joined, a warm regimen and medi- 
cines mult be ſtudiouſly avoided, and an equal 
mild temperature kept up, leſt the blood ſhould 
be overheated and diflolved, or the noxious 
matter either not expelled, or, after its expulſion, 


59 


Anomal. 
Intermitt. 


driven inwards; by which the fever, if it had 


ceaſed, is kindled afreſh, and if mild, exaſpera- 
ted. The retroceſſion of eryſipelatous itching e- 
ruptions on the feet, which ſometimes happen 
in aged perſons, is attended with the ſame ill 
conſequences. 


7. When the fever has been reduced into a 


regular intermittent, the firſt paſſages are to be 


cleanſed, after a few paroxyſms, by a laxative or 


emetic ; after which, the bark is to be exhibit- 
ed, in doſes of about fix grains, three or four 
times a-day, with an equal quantity of caſcarilla 
and of nitre. 


8.. Theſe 8 fevers differ in different 
years, and the Phyſician ought carefully to at- 
tend to the genius of each. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER v. 


Of the SEMITERTIAN FEVER. 


$ 1. General Hiſtory. 


Y the ſemitertian fever is underſtood a com- 
bination of an intermitting tertian with a 
 remitting quotidian. 


In this fever, the patient is conſtantly hot and 
feveriſh, but not thirſty : an exacerbation of 
the fever happens every evening, and a more 


conſiderable one every ſecond day, generally in 


the forenoon, preceded by ſhivering. The 
ſtrength is depreſſed, but not ſo much as in the 
malignant intermittents; the appetite fails; ſleep 
is wanting; generally a cough is joined, by 
which a little crude matter is brought up; and 
not unfrequently a pain of the back, and a pain 
and ſwelling of the belly. Many are ſeized, on 
the approach of the tertian paroxyſm, with a 
nauſea and heart-burn, ſome with vomitings, 


ſome with faintings, and others with a delirium. 


The urine, after the fit, is turbid and high co- 
loured, at other times thin and watery. 
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The ſemitertian, which is partly of an inflam- Semiter. 


matory nature, is more dangerous than fimple 
intermittents, but of ſhorter duration, generally 
terminating on the ninth or thirteenth day. If 
it continues long, the inflammation is followed 


by ſuppuration, and the diſeaſe changes moſt 


commonly i into a hectic; if there be ſtrong ob- 
ſtructions in the meſentery, 1 into a dropſy; ſome- 
times, but rarely, into a ſingle or double inter- 
mittent. 


If the fever proves ſalutary, its ſolution, be- 


ſides a copious ſweat at the end of the paro- 


xyſms, is uſually a bilious, pituitous or bloody 
flux of the belly on the ſeventh day ; or ſharp 


pains in the abdomen, returning at certain inter- 


vals, ſometimes followed, and ſometimes not, by 
a ſanious and purulent diarrhea, or a copious 


diſcharge of black blood. 


A heat about the præcordia, tenſion and pain 
in the whole region of the ſtomach, vomiting, 
hiccup, reſtleſſneſs, and tremor of the hands, are 
unfavourable ſymptoms, diſcovering that the in- 
flammation has ſpread to the ſtomach. If the 
diſeaſe prove fatal, the patient dies in a violent 
tertian fit: on diſſection, one or more of the viſ- 
cera are always found inflamed, and in part 
mortified. | 

§ 2. 


Fever. 
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In the cure, regard muſt be had to the efforts 
of nature; which, if deficient, are to be promo- 
ted ; if immoderate, to be reſtrained. ' Dilution 
is always neceflary : a decoction of cichory-root, 
ſcorzonera, ſarſaparilla, hartſhorn ſhavings, and 
raiſins, is to be drank freely ; with the addition, 
or interpoſition, of ſmall doſes of nitre, for aba; 
ting the heat, and removing the inflammatory 
diſpoſition, The belly is to be opened by ſolu- 
tions of manna, with cream of tartar or rhubarb; 
or aloetics joined with bitter extracts and gum- 
my reſins. For promoting perſpiration, give a | 
mixture of ſcordium, with an equal quantity of WM 
the mineral anodyne liquor. 


§ 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. Purgatives, eſpecially at the beginning, in- 
creaſe the inflammation, and diſpoſe the diſeaſe 
to a ſpeedy and fatal iſſue. Even the deterſive 

ſalts have no place by themſelves, in any conſi- 
derable doſes; nitre excepted, which, diſſolved 


in proper liquors, is in ſome caſes advantageouſ- 
ly given to fifteen grains. 


2. If the fever comes on with coſtiveneſs, the 
inteſtines muſt be evacuated by emollient, car- 


minative, 
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minative, ſoapy glyſters, otherwiſe vomitings Semiter. 
may be expected, eſpecially where the biliary Fever. 


ducts are full of acrid bile. In the decline of the 
fever, give the laxatives above preſcribed, 


3. Emetics are to be uſed with caution, leſt 
they bring on a hiccup, or diſpoſe the ſtomach 
to inflammation. If the patient inclines to vomit- 
ing, warm water with falt, or a flight antimonial 
ſtimulus, are ſufficient to promote it. 


4. Veneſection ſcarcely has place, unleſs in 
plethoric habits, great heat, and ſuppreſſions of 
critical hemorrhages; in which caſes, unleſs 
blood be taken away, a mortal inflammation of 
the inteſtines is apt to ſucceed. The blood 
ſhould be drawn early; the ſooner, the ſpeedier 
is the cure. 


5. Hot regimen or medicines heighten the 
fever, diſturb the ſalutary evacuation by the in- 
teſtinal tube, and exhauſt the ſtrength in profuſe 
ſweats. | 


6. Abſorbents, aſtringents, and Peruvian bark, 
have occaſioned mortal inflammations, or flow 
hectic fevers. Bitters, chamomile flowers, with 


milfoil tops, are of ſervice. 
% 
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7. Exquiſite pains of the abdomen, and im- 
moderate diarrhceas, are relieved by the mildet 
diaphorÞtics, and warm ſpiritous liniments ap- 
plied externally. — are not to be ven- 
tured on. 8 


8. The fever, when removed, is very apt to 


return, and proves then more dangerous than 
at firſt. A ſtrict regimen is therefore to be ob- 


ſerved, digeſtion promoted by ſtomachics, and 
freedom of N and openneſs of the belly 


kept * 


9. The ſame method of cure is to be obſerved 
in remitting tertians, quartans, and quotidians. 


& 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A lady of twenty, of a tender conſtitution 
and fedentary life, much addicted to ſweetmeats, 
milk, ſalads, and fruits, in the beginning of au- 
tumn, after being troubled for ſome weeks with 
the fluor albus, on expoſing the body when 
greatly heated by exerciſe to the cold night air, 
complained of an univerſal languor, and a pain 
of the back and head. Next morning, a ſhiver- 


ing came on, with great anxiety, nauſea, and a 


ſtimulus to vomit and ſtool; followed by heat, a 


imall quick pulſe, and dryneſs of the ſkin. A 


gentle 
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. gentle moiſture relieved the complaints, which Semiter. - 

were aggravated again in the evening after a 5 

light chilneſs. Next day ſhe was better, and the 

urine crude and thin; but an internal heat, and 

dryneſs of the mouth, marked a degree of fever. 

In the afternoon the fever increaſed, and every 

ſecond morning there was a paroxyſm like the 

firſt, till the ſeventh day; when a rumbling and 

inflation of the belly, and tenſion of the hypo- 

chondres, were followed by upwards of ten ſlimy 

biting ſtools. The looſeneſs continued above a 

week, with extreme languor, particularly in the 

night, coldneſs of the external parts, and heat of 

the internal, a violent cough, loſs of appetite and 

ſleep. Abſorbent, cooling, nitrous powders had 

been given from the' beginning without ſervice, 

and ſeemed now to increaſe the complaints, and 

bring on a cardialgic inflation of the ſtomach. 

A gentle diaphoretic mixture, with a little dia- 

ſcordium, being given every two hours, the 

ſtools became fewer, and a warm moiſture 

broke out on the ſkin. An infuſion of veronica, 

ſcabious, chamomile flowers and aniſe- ſeed, being 

taken as tea, and a decoction of hartſhorn and 

barley with citron for common drink, with the 

addition of a ſmall quantity of nitre occaſionally, 

all the ſymptoms were removed in a fortnight. 

The ſupervention of a ſlow fever, which a flight 

internal heat after meals ſeemed to threaten, 
2 Was 
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was prevented by laxative balſamic pills, with an 
aperient ſaline powder, and ſtomachic elixir. 


| This caſe was improperly treated at the be- 
ginning by refrigerants ; regard muſt be had, in 
theſe Kinds of fevers, to the cuticular excretion. 


2. A lady of forty, of a tender and extremely 
ſenſible conſtitution, ſubje& to miliary eruptions 
in the autumn for ſome years; after paſſion and 


expoſure to cold, was ſeized in the evening with 


a ſhivering and pain of the head and back, fol- 
lowed by a heat of near fixteen hours. Seven or 
eight hours after this, a violent ſhivering came 
on, with anxiety of the præcordia, retching, and 
depreſſion of the ſtrength : this fit, with the hot 
one that followed it, laſted near twenty hours. 
The paroxyſms returned every evening, and 


every ſecond day. A glyſter being injeQed, and 


a mild diaphoretic ſaline mixture exhibited be- 
fore the remiſſions, the fever abated a little; 
but a pain of the belly acceded, with coſtiveneſs 
and extreme anxiety. Laxative balſamic pills 
were continued for ſome days in the remiſſions, 
and the common drink impregnated with a vil- 
ceral elixir :. the ſtools were copious and very 
fetid. The diaphoretic mixture was again re- 


peated, with bezoardic powders, and a ſmall 


quantity of caſcarilla. Itching miliary erupti- 
ons 
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ons broke out over the whole body, the urine 
depoſited a ſediment, and in thirteen days the 
fever went al 


3. A man of ſy; robuſt and plethoric, aceu- 
Nomed to hard ſalted foods and the uſe of wine, 
in autumn, when dyſenteries were frequent, of 
which he was very fearful, was ſeized in the e- 
vening with chilneſs and ſhivering, followed by 
gripes and heat, which continued the greateſt 
part of the night. In the morning, he had ano- 
ther cold fit, with nauſea, anxiety, and tenſion 
of the belly, ſucceeded by a hot one. A pur- 


gative occaſioned fifty ſtools, with ſevere gripes ; 


and from cold during its operation, the fever 
was exaſperated. The purging continued, the 
{tools were bloody, and at length had a cada- 


verous ſtench, fleep failed, the patient complain- 


ed of internal heat, became delirious, and on the 
fixth day expired in convulſions. If the pur- 
gative had been omitted, fome blood taken a- 
way, and gentle diaphoretics with nitre exhibi- 
ted, he might probably have been preſerved. 


4. A man of forty, of a tender and bilious con- 
ſtitution, fond of ſweetmeats, and accuſtomed to 
drink at dinner brandy for wine, fell into a ſemi - 
tertian, with great weaknels, pain of the back part 


of the head, thirſt, heat, nauſea, and frequent | 
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gripes. On the 7th day, a diarrhcea came on, 
and continued for ſome days, on which the fe- 
yer abated. The flux being ſtopt by aſtrin- 
gents, the patient became icterical, the belly 
bound, the excrements white, the urine black 
and oleaginous. The fever now went entirely 
off, and the appetite and ſtrength returned : the 
jaundice yielded to rhubarb with turmeric, and 
an aperient liquor compoſed of ſalt of tartar, ſal 
diureticus and arcanum duplicatum. Jaundices 
ſucceeding a fever are not unfrequently its ſolu- 
tion. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Of the CaTarRHAL FEVIR. 


$ 1. General Hiftory. 


B* the Catarrhal Fever is underſtood a quo- 
tidian remittent, with a humid cough. 


Catarrhal fevers generally come on in the 
evening, with a chilneſs and ſhivering of the 
extremities, coſtiveneſs, inclination to urine 
without any conſiderable diſcharge, weakneſs of 
the head, univerſal languor, increaſe of appetite, 
thirſt, difficulty of deglutition, tickling in the 
larynx, heat of the noſtrils and fauces. Theſe 
ſymptoms are followed by ſneezing, a weight 
at the breaſt, heat and quick pulſe, burning heat 
and inflammation of the fauces, violent cough, 
defluxions, reſtleſſneſs. In the morning, a ſweat 
brings a remiſſion of the complaints; a dulneſs 


and heavineſs of the body, and want of appetite, 


remaining. 


Theſe fevers ariſe chiefly from colds or irre- 
gularities of perſpiration : they are moſt fre- 
E 3 quent 
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quent in wet, variable ſprings and autumns, to 
young perſons of a lax, ſpongy, phlegmatic ha- 
bit, after intemperance, watching, and repreſſion 
of cutaneous eruptions. 


Where impure juices abound, as in fcorbutic 
habits, theſe fevers are proportionably the more 
violent and of longer duration. . In hypochon- 
driacal perſons, they are uſually attended with 
great anxiety of the præcordia, difficulty of 
breathing, pain and diſtenſion of the hypoga- 
ſtric region. In thoſe who are full of blood, 
and live intemperately, the fever runs higher 
than in the oppoſite circumſtances. Women, 
if the menſes are ſuppreſſed, ſuffer great anxie- 
ties, with faintings at times, a remarkable weak - 
neſs, and alternations of cold ne; heat, particu- 


_ larly in the night, 


Catarrhal fevers, properly treated, are void of 
danger : in ſome diſorders of the head, particu- 
larly headachs and hemicrania, if the diſcharge 
fram the noſtrils be free, they prove lalutary. 
They generally go off entirely in ſeven or four- 
teen days, and oftentimes much ſooner. The 
ſolution is ſometimes by a ſpontaneous_ſweat, 
ſometimes by an expectoration of viſcid matter, 
or a flux of mucous ſerum from the noſe ; in 
lame perſons, by a looſeneſs; in others, by a 

plentiful 
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plentiful diſcharge of ponderous urine, contain- 
ing at leaſt twice as much ſolid matter as urine 
in its natural ſtate, 


5 2. General Method of Cure. 


The indications of cure are, to obtund the a- 
crimony of the lymph, to promote perſpiration, 
and, towards the end of the diſeaſe, the excre- 
tion of mucus. The firſt is anſwered by oil of 
almonds, ſpermaceti, emulſions, liquorice, and 
ſuch like medicines : if the humours are ex- 
tremely thin and corroſive, gentle opiates, as 
the ſtorax pill, are to be given at night. Per- 
ſpiration 1s to be kept up by the milder diapho- 
retics, warm infuſions, exerciſe, and frictions, 
particularly in the mornings. The diſcharge of 
mucus from the fauces may be promoted by 
pectorals, figs and raiſins reduced into a kind of 
ſyrup by burning ſpirit of wine upon them, com- 
poſitions of ammoniacum, myrrh, benzoin, ſaf- 
tron, liquorice, and oil of aniſe- ſeeds, whoſe eſſi - 


71 


Catarrhal 
Fever. 


A 


cacy may be occaſionally increaſed by the addi- 


tion of dulcified ſpirit of fal ammoniac. Viſcid 
phlegm ſtagnating in the cavities of the noſtrils, 


is attenuated by volatile ſalts mixed with a little 
oil of marjoram. 
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$ 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. The catarrhal, like moſt other fevers, is to be 
treated by gentle means: the more powerful 
and hot medicines, and a too warm regimen, 
avoided; and alſo coolers, acids, as well as e- 
very thing that may impede perſpiration. Opi- 
ates are to be given with caution, eſpecially if 
the head be weak and heavy, the belly bound, 
and the patient of an advanced age. 


2. The food ſhould be ſparing ; the common 
drink, a decoction of barley or oats, with hartſ- 
horn ſhavings, liquorice and raiſins. In the de- 
cline of the diſeaſe, if the excretions ſucceed, 


wine may be allowed: even the liberal uſe of 


generous wines is ſometimes of ſervice, by pro- 


moting the circulation and perſpiration, 


3. If the heat be intenſe, as it commonly is 


in choleric and plethoric perſons, and a burn- 


ing of the internal parts be complained of, e- 


mulſions are to be drank plentifully, and a few 


grains of nitre mixed with the diaphoretic pow- 
ders. 


4. Coſtiveneſs is provided againſt by gruels 


| With manna and prunes, or emollient glyſters. 


The 


OO 


* E DIC In 


— 


/ 


3 


The laxative balſamic pills likewiſe, mixed with Catarrhal 


the ſtorax pill, may be exhibited at bed-time, 
both for looſening the belly and abating a dry 
cough, 


5. In obſtinate moiſt coughs happening in the 
decline of the diſeaſe, give full doſes of manna, 
or the balſamic pills, or the pil. Rufi. But in 
the beginning, abſtain from purgatives, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe of the more acrid kind; which, by 
inviting a flux of ſharp ſerous humours to the 
inteſtines, occaſion gripes, diarrhœas, and en- 
danger a heQic fever, 


6. Vehement coughs are abated by oil of al- 
monds mixed with the pectoral ſyrup; or an 
electuary compoſed of oil of almonds, three 
drams; ſpermaceti, one dram; white ſugar- 
candy, ſyrup of violets, of each one ounce ; ſaf- 
fron, one ſcruple; oil of aniſe-ſeeds, of mace, 
and of ſaſſafras, of each fix drops. 


7. If the fever be accompanied with a ſup- 
preſſion of the menſes, expectorants and ſweets 
are to be abſtained from, the belly looſened by 
proper glyſters, and a grain of ſaffron, or a tew 
grains of flowers of ſulphur, added to the dia- 
phoretic powders, 
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8. The unuſual ſymptoms ariſing chiefly from 
an inflation of the ſtomach in hypochondriacal 


| perſons, are moſt effectually relieved by emol- 


hent and carminative glyſters, and carminative 
tinQures joined with pectorals. 


9. If a laxity of the lungs remain after the 
cure of the fever, ſo as to occaſion a preterna- 
tural ſpitting, add ſome grains of caſcarilla to 
the bezoardic powders, or give a few drops of 


the balſamum vitz at bed-time. 


10. Bleeding, in plethoric habits, is an excel- 
lent preſervative ; but, after the fever has come 
on, it renders it of longer continuance. - 


11. In violent and long continuing coughs, 
the pectoral ſweets and incraſſants, given in large 


quantity, diſpoſe to cachexies, and even to con- 


ſumptions, by palling the appetite, and weaken 
ing the tone of the lungs. 


12. Catarrhal fevers, if a perfect ſolution has 


been obtained, are not very apt to return. Ne- 


vertheleſs, to prevent their giving riſe to other 
diſorders, the convaleſcents ought to obſerve a 
firi regimen, drink warm infuſions, and uſe 
moderate exerciſe for promoting perſpiration, 
and occaſionally looſen the belly with manna. 
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584. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A man of a thin habit, ſubject for many 
years to hypochondriacal affections, after walk- 
ing home from a plentiful entertainment in a 
cold moiſt evening in the ſpring, was ſeized with 
a ſhivering, univerſal languor, and great heavi- 
nels of the head. . On drinking ſome warm 
chocolate, anxiety and reſtleſſneſs increaſed, with 
a kind of ſuffocatory ſtraitneſs in breathing, and 
a painful inflation of the right hypochondre. 
Bezoardics, volatile ſpirits, and diaſcordium, did 


harm. On the fourth day, the belly, which 


was bound, having been looſened by a glyſter, 
all the threatning ſymptoms went off, and the 


patient complained only of a cough, a painful 


heavineſs of the head, hoarſeneſs, and heat in 
the evenings. Theſe were abated by infuſions 
of veronica, liquorice and fennel-ſeeds, a bezo- 


ardic powder with one grain of extract of faf- 


fron and wild poppies at night, the pectoral pills 
every other night, a few grains of nitre and am- 


ber at times, and an electuary of oil of almonds, 


ſpermaceti, ſaffron and oil of aniſe-ſeeds ; by 
which medicines, a gentle ſweat and expectora- 
tion were promoted. A weakneſs of the ſto- 


mach, and painful oppreſſion after meals, which 


{till continued, with a ſharp cough and viſcous 
ſpitting 
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ſpitting in the night, which ſometimes occaſion. 


ed vomiting, were removed by riding, laxative 


balſamic pills, and volatile aromatic ſpirits taken 
at meals. 


This diſorder was only a benign catarrhal fe- 
ver; the ſevere ſymptoms attending it at firſt, 
and its long continuance, being owing to the 
bypochondriacal diſpoſition of the patient. 


2. The ſevere froſt in the winter of 1709, was 
thawed by mild ſoutherly winds in March. In 
April and the beginning of May, great numbers 
were ſeized with a fever, extreme languor, thirſt, 
nauſea, and violent cough, which in ſome per- 
ſons threatened ſuffocation. Theſe ſymptoms 


increaſed in the evenings, and occaſioned great 


reſtlefineſs : ſome complamed of alternate ſni- 
verings, and heat of the extremities. In ſome, 
the diſorder laſted long, with the frequent ap- 
pearance and diſappearance of rough red milia- 
ry ſpots. In others, red, burning, itching efflo- 


reſcences, like thoſe from the ſting of nettles, 


broke out on the fourth day, and abated both 
the cough and the heat. Others, particularly 
phlegmatic women full of blood, and of an ad- 
vanced age, ſuffered exquifite rheumatic pains. 


| Thoſe who went abroad too early after recovery, 


were ſeized with a dulneſs, vertigo, pain and 
| heavineſs 
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heavineſs of the head, gravedo, languor, and Catarrhal 


ſtraitneſs of breathing, very difficult of cure. 
Where there was any hereditary indiſpoſition of 
the lungs, a cough with purulent and bloody 
ſpitting, and oftentimes a true phthiſis, ſucceed- 
ed. From the uſe of purgatives, the diſeaſe was 
both prolonged and exaſperated ; ſharp pains 
of the belly came on, with extreme weakneſs, 
faintings, and cold ſweats of the extremities. 
' Thoſe who obſerved a proper regimen, and took 
frequently mild diaphoretic powders, with half 
a grain, or a grain, of extract of ſaffron, and 
warm decoctions, ſoon recovered. 


3. A man of forty, of a thin nervous habit, and 
Irritable diſpoſition, accuſtomed to irregularities 
and high living, who had never been blooded, 
vas long ſubject, in ſpring and autumn, to catar- 
rhous defluxions ; which came on with ſhivering, 
heat, coldneſs of the extremities, pain of the 
head and back, reſtleſſneſs, and wearineſs of the 
whole body; and continued frequently for ſome 
weeks, with pains of the limbs and neck. Bleed- 
ing before the Equinoxes, with a courſe of milk 
and mineral waters twice a-year, ptiſan for com- 
mon drink, a mild diaphoretic powder twice a- 
week at bed- time, and a warm infuſion in the 
morning before riſing to promote a gentle ſweat, 
prevented theſe complaints, which returned again 
as often as the veneſection was omitted. | 
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4. A military gentleman, upwards of fifty, full 


. of blood and juices, after exchanging the air and 


aliments of Italy for thoſe of Germany, had fre- 
quent ſevere cholic pains, which were removed 
by bleeding, a gentle purgative, and drinking the 
purging waters for ſome weeks. Next ſpring, 
after drinking wine too freely, and expoſure to 
cold, he was ſeized with an almoſt continual fe- 
ver, accompanied with a cough and catarrh, 
headach, anxiety, and reſtleſſneſs. In three days 
the fever remitted, but ſtill returned in the even- 
ings, preceded by a thivering : in the remiſhons, 
gripes were complained of, and a diſtenſion of 
the belly from flatulencies, which the ſucceeding 
heat relieved : ſometimes he was a little deliri- 
ous in the fit, and the face red. The pulſe be- 
ing full and large, a vein was opened in the foot 
during the remiſſion, and carminative emollient 


| glyſters injected; after which, the cure was com- 


pleted, in three weeks, by gentle diaphoretic ni- 


trous powders, emulſions, and a moderately 
warm regimen. 


F. A young lady of a tender conſtitution and 


| ſpongy habit, was ſeized, in the ſpring, with a 


ſhivering, preternatural heat, languor of the 
whole body, and anxiety of the præcordia: a- 
bout the third day, the glands of the neck ſwel- 
led, the ances were ſlightly inflamed, and a 


cough 
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ſix grains of ill edulcorated aurum fulminans 
with ten of calx of antimony, faintings, extreme 
anxiety, reſtleſſneſs, and coldneſs of the extremi- 
ties came on; which received no relief from 
alexipharmics, fixed or volatile: four ſtools ſuc- 
ceeded, of a deep green colour, and a matter of 
the ſame kind was thrown up by vomiting. The 
anxieties and faintings continued, with a burn- 
ing heat and fixed pain in the præcordia, exaſpe- 
rated by every thing taken into the ſtomach, till 
the patient, on the ſeventh day, expired. 


6. A man about forty, corpulent, of a ſtudi- 
ous ſedentary life, long ſubject, in ſpring and 
autumn, to coughs and defluxions, with a ſlight 
febrile heat, after cating frequently and freely of 
baked quinces, by which the belly became 
bound, and after expoſure to cold, was ſeized in 
the evening with ſhiverings and heat; and next 
morning complained of a kind of painful tenſion 
in the neck and ſhoulders, and a ſharp pain in 
the forehead, with a heat and dryneſs of the 
noſtrils. Gentle diaphoretics and nitrous medi- 
cines gradually relieved the febrile ſymptoms ; 
but the pain continued over the eyes, fo as al- 
molt entirely to prevent fleep. Volatile falts, 
impregnated with the oils of marjoram and la- 
vender, being frequently ſmelt to, and warm in- 

fuſions 
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cough and hoarſeneſs were joined. On taking Catarrhal 
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fuſions drank, the pain abated; at length, the 
diſcharge of a yellowiſh viſcous liquid from the 
noſtrils, in the quantity of ſome drams, ſeveral 
times a-day, proved a complete ſolution. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Of the VARIOLOUS FEVER, 


& 1, General Hiſtory of the Variolous Fever. 


I 


commotion, a matter is thrown upon the ſurface, 
producing pultules. 


The regular diſtin ſmall pox begin with a cold 
ſhivering, yawning, ſtretching, ſpontaneous laſſi- 
tude and faintneſs. A burning heat and fever 
ſucceed ; with a violent pain of the head, back, 


and loins, and a flighter pain at the pit of the 


ſtomach upon preſſure; a nauſea, ſickneſs, or 
vomiting; a tendency to ſweat in grown perſons, 
which encouraged rather aggravates than. re- 
lieves the complaints ; ſometimes a drowſineſs 
and ſtupor ; and in children, frequently, convul- 
five or eplleptic fits; which commonly preſage, 
that the puſtules will be large, and the diſeaſe 
lavourable. 
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HE variolous fever or ſmall pox, is an acute variolous 
1 J 1 1 it} Fever. 
contagious diſeaſe, in which, by a critical 


$2 PRACTICE as 


Part I. On the fourth day incluſive, ſometimes later, 
3 — but rarely ſooner, reddiſh pimples, like flea-bites 


or ſmall pin-heads, appear on the head and face, 
then on the neck, hands, arms, brealt, and. by 
degrees on the whole body. The fever and 
other ſymptoms abate as the eruptions increaſe, 
and ſometimes go off entirely, the heat and pulſe 
being by the fixth day almoſt natural. 


About the ſeventh or cighth day, the white 
ſpaces between the puſtules grow red, ſwelled, 
tenſe, and painful ; firſt on the face, next on the 
hands and fingers, and laſtly on the teet. Some- 
times the eye-lids are diſtended, ſo as to cloſe 
the eyes, and reſemble an inflated bladder. 
Sometimes intenſe pain in the eye-brows, jaws, 
knees, or ſoles of the feet, greatly increaſe or 
renew the febrile ſymptoms. 


he puſtules on the face, hitherto ſmooth and 
red, become rough and whitiſh, with roſe. 
coloured margins, and diſcharge a laudable pus. 
As the ſuppuration advances, they grow every 
day rougher and yellower ; whilſt thoſe on the 
hands and other parts turn ſmoother and whiter. 


On the eleventh day, the ſwelling and inflam- 
mation of the face abate; and the eruptions, 
now fully maturated, and about the ſize of a 

large 
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large pea, begin to dry into ſcabs, which about Variolous 


the fourteenth or fifteenth day fall off. They are 
followed by a ſcurf or branny ſcales, repeated 
{ucceſſions of which ſometimes, though rarely, 
occaſion pits. The puſtules on the hands, feet, 
and legs, continue white and treſh a day or two 
longer than thoſe on the face, and at length 
burit, 


The belly is moſt commonly bound through 
the whole courſe of the diſeaſe, though not un- 
frequently a few looſe {tools happen with advan- 
tage. The tendency to ſweat continues till the 
pultules have ripened, and if the excretion is 
conſiderable, retards their maturation. ' Some- 
times highly inflammatory ſymptoms are relieved 
by ſpontaneous hemorrhages. The blood, be- 
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fore the eruption is completed, and during the 


inflammation of the face, & c. proves generally 
fizy, and covered with a tough cruſt, 


In the regular confluent ſmall pox, the fever 
and its ſymptoms are more violent than in the 
diſtinct, and continue for ſeveral days after the 
eruption, with little or no abatement. The e- 
ruption happens moſt commonly about the third 
day, frequently earlier, ſeldom later, unleſs re- 
tarded by ſome uncommonly violent ſymptoms, 


as intenſe pains in the loins, limbs, ſtomach, 
F 2 | Oc. 
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Sec. Sometimes the puſtules come out like an 
eryſipelas, and ſometimes like the meaſles ; 
from both which, they are readily known by 
the time of their appearance. They do not riſe 
and fill, but remain depreſſed, flat, and run to- 
gether, eſpecially on the face, covering it like a 
red bladder, and making it ſwell ſooner, and to 
a much greater degree than in the diſtinQ ſort. 


About the ſeventh or eighth day, they grow 


whiter, and look like parchment glued to 
the face : the pellicle turns gradually rough, 
yellow, brown or blackiſh, and at length falls 
off in large ſcales. A ſucceſſion of corroſive 


ſcales occafions large pits, and frequently ſeams 
in the ſkin. 


A falivation almoſt always attends the conflu- 
ent ſmall pox in adults, and a looſeneſs in chil- 
dren ; but there 1s leſs tendency to ſweat than 
in the diſtin, The ſalivation ſometimes begins 
with the eruption, ſometimes not till two or 
three days after it. At firſt, the matter is thin, 
and eaſily and plentifully expeQorated : about 
the eleventh day, it grows more viſcous, is raiſed 
with difficulty, and by degrees entirely ſtops, 
the diſcharge being ſupplied by the ſwelling of 
the face not yet ſubſided, that of the hands now 
beginning, and of the feet which ſoon ſucceeds. 
The looſeneſs does not attack children ſo early 

as. 
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as the ſalivation does adults; but whenever it 
begins, it continues, unleſs imprudently ſtopt, to 
the end of the diſeaſe. | 


The falivation ſtopping and the incruſtation 
completed, a ſecondary fever ſupervenes, which 
continues for ſeveral days, with ſymptoms more 
or leſs favourable, as the number of puſtules, or 
the quantity of purulent matter reabſorbed into 
the blood, is leſs or greater. In this fever, as 
well as the eruptive, the blood is uſually ſizy, 
and often more ſo than in the diſtin& pox. 


Some diſtinguiſh another kind of regular 


ſmall pox, by the name of contiguous or cohe- 
rent, from the puſtules being too cloſe together 


to be called diſtin, yet not running into one 
another ſo much, or remaining deprefled, as in 
the true confluent | fort. The ſymptoms. ap- 


proach to thoſe of one kind or the other, accord- 


ing as the puſtules do: ſometimes. a falivation 
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attends, and ſometimes not, but almoſt always 


more or leſs of a ſecondary fever ſucceeds, which 
ſcarce ever happens in the diſtinct ſpecies. 


Malignant ſmall pox are preceded ſometimes 
by a low nervous fever, with great ſinking of 
the ſpirits, depreſſion of the ſtrength, and a 
weak quick fluttering pulſe: ſometimes by a fe- 
#4 ver 
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Part I. ver of a putrid nature, in which the blood is 
T Lap Pp, colliquated, and remains fluid and uniforufly 
mixed, after ſtanding many hours. Sometimes 
petechial ſpots are intermingled among the vario- | 
lous puſtules, and the puſtules become livid, 
black, gangrenous, bloody, and this ſometimes 
when they are few and diſtinct, as well as when 
numerous or confluent: in theſe circumſtances, 
hæmorrhages of thin blood are frequent from 
the noſtrils, eyes, and other emunctories, par- 
ticularly the urinary paſſages. Sometimes at 
the very beginning of the diſeaſe, little tuber- 
cles break out, full of black blood, reſembling 
thoſe from a hard pinch of the ſkin, to which 
livid and purple peſtilential ſpots quickly ſuc- 
ceed Sometimes, inſtead of pus, the puſtules 
fill with a thin watery ſemipellucid ſerum, and 
hence are named ſerous, ichorous or cryſtalline 
pox. From the confluent puſtules of this ſpe- 
cies, the ferum ſometimes exudes or is reabſorbed 
by the lymphatics, leaving ſoft empty veſicles, 
called by ſome fliquous pox. Sometimes the 
puſtules never fill at all, but remain hard and 
prominent like warts. 


| The ſmall pox prove favourable, if the puſ- 
tules are diſtin@ and not very numerous; if they 
come out, ſuppurate and dry up regularly; if 
| fufhiciently elevated above the ſkin, with a red 
circle 
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circle round them, and filled with laudable pus; 
if, when the eruption happens in the upper parts, 
the fever and its ſymptoms notably abate : in 
theſe circumſtances, nature often affects a cure 
without any aſſiſtance from medicine. Of this 
kind generally are the ſmall pox which happen 
in mild ſprings, where the body is not replete 
with blood and ſerum, or the juices impure. 


The diſeaſe proves malignant, if the pox come 
out too ſoon or too late; if they remain depreſ- 
ſed, and cannot be made to ſuppurate ; if many of 
them are livid, ſome black, or ſurrounded with 
a black edge; if the quick pulſe and reſtleſſneſs 
continue, after ſufficient eruption; if the patient, 
in an erect poſture, is ready to faint ; if the puſ- 
tules are bloody, or a bloody lux or bloody 
urine come on: ſcarce one in twenty recovers 
from ſymptoms of this kind: the whole maſs of 
blood is colliquated and corrupted, as appears 
from its remaining fluid after diſſection. Pete- 
chial ſpots, or ſmall rough miliary eruptions, in- 
termingled among the pox, are likewiſe a mark 
of the intimate corruption of the blood and 
lymph. In ſome perſons, the malignant and 
putrefactive nature of the diſeaſe is firſt diſco- 
vered after the pox have dried up, by their 
leaving a flow fever, and foul fiſtulous ulcers, 
extremely difficult of cure. Theſe virulent 

F 4 kinds 
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kinds of ſmall pox are generally epidemic from 
a long continuance of moiſt, foggy, calm wea- 
ther, particularly in places where ſtagnant wa- 
ters corrupt and infe@ the air with putrid ex- 
halations. If, at the ſame time, the patient is 
of an impure cacochymic habit, the malignity is 


farther increaſed. 


The pox are found leſs dangerous than this 
laſt, but more ſo than the firſt Kind; if the puf- 
tules are confluent, eſpecially on the face and 
hands; if any happen in the internal parts, as 
the noſtrils, fauces, or eſophagus ; if a high 
fever ariſes in the ſuppuration, with a burning 
heat in the hands; if the head greatly ſwells; 
if the urine be thin, and in large quantity ; if 
there are profuſe ſweats, or a copious falival - 
flux; if, when the puſtules have dried up, leſſer 
ones ſucceed, and the ſuppuration and exficca- 
tion are long protracted ; if the ſkin be tenſe, 
and the puſtules ſeated deep; if the patient is 
grown up, the ſeaſon, autumn or winter, preced- 
ed by a hot dry ſummer : theſe kinds of pox, 


without great precaution, leave other diſeaſes 
behind them. 


There is likewiſe ſuſpicion of danger, if ſharp 
and obſtinate pains of the back, arms, loins and 
feet, Aren at the beginning, or before the 

eruption; 
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eruption ; if the pox begin to appear on the firſt Variolous 


or ſecond day, eſpecially if rough exanthemata, Fever. 


like pin-heads, are intermingled with them ; if 

they preſently diſappear, and afterwards return ; 

if the face does not ſwell on the third or fourth 
day, or if, after ſwelling, it finks again; if in 

adults, a great degree of delirium and difficulty 

of deglutition happen before the eruption; if 

during the ſuppuration, firſt ſleepineſs, and af. 

terwards a diſorder of the ſenſes comes on. 


A flux of the belly, though copious, is not 
much to be feared: this ſymptom has continued 
through the whole courſe of the diſeaſe, with- 
out impeding the eruption, or occaſioning any 
ill effects. A diarrhea proves critical in the 
variolous, as well as the petechial malignant 
fevers. | 


Where the ſmall pox prove fatal, the patient 
is generally carried oft by convulſions, from the 
exquiſite heat, pain, and tenſion in the arms 

and face; ſometimes by a ſaffocative catarrh. 
Sometimes, eſpecially if the diſeaſe be malignant, 
on placing the patient upright he faints, the 
puſtules diſappear, convulſions, and in a few 
hours, death ſucceed. Adults, who during the 
fever had ſuffered a weight of the head, watch- 
fulneſs, and diſorder of the ſenſes at times, have, 
after 


Acne of 


after the pox were dried up, died ſuddenly of 
an apoplectic fit. 


it is obſervable, that the ſmall pox are highly 


contagious : hence the method of communica- 


ting them by inoculation, that is, by putting 
matter, taken from the puſtules, into a flight 


wound made in the ſkin of a perſon who has not 
had the diſeaſe before, 


S 2. Gencral Method of Cure. 


Nature proceeds more regularly in the cure 
of this than of any other diſeaſe ; and wants 
little aſſiſtance from art, provided the viſcera 
and juices are ſo diſpoſed as not to obſtruct the 
correction and expulſion of the morbific matter. 
The only indications are, (1.) To obtund the acri- 
mony of the humours, and abate inordinate mo- 
tions before the eruption, by ſmall doſes of nitre, 
with cinnabar and abſorbents, whey, emulſions, 
barley-water, or other diluents, to which may 
be added a little fyrup of meconium. (2.) To 
promote the eruption and ſuppuration, where 
nature appears languid, and the puſtules do 
not riſe, by gentle diaphoretics, as contrayerva 
root, which, with the addition of a ſmall quanti- 
ty of ſaffron, may be infuſed in a mixture of 
three parts of ſimple alexiterial water, and one 
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of dulcified ſpirit of nitre, or a decoction of Variolous 


myrrh, with faffron and a little alkaline ſalt. 


(3.) To reſiſt putrefaction in the decline of the 


diſcaſe, and carry off the remaining impurities, 
by myrrh, and compoſitions of aloes, with gum- 
my reſins and balſams. 


8 Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. Anxious vomitings, which often happen 
at the beginning, eſpecially to children, are re- 
{trained by the mineral anodyne liquor, given 
either by itſelf, or mixed with ſome drops of a 
volatile aromatic ſpirit. . The anodyne liquor is 
likewiſe ſerviceable in convulſions : the belly 
muſt be opened by an emollient glyſter, for co- 
ſtiveneſs increaſes the convulſion. 


2. If the heat be violent, the doſe of nitre is 
to be increaſed. The tinctura rofarum, or tinc- 
ture of the four cordial flowers, made in phlegm 
of vitriol, are hkewiſe of much ſervice, particu- 
larly in young perſons full of blood, and where 


malignant ſmall pox, tending to putrefaction, are 
epidemic. 


3. Puſtules almoſt always happen in the fau- 
ces, pharynx and larynx, occaſioning there 
great heat, pain, a difficulty of deglutition, and 

ſometimes 
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ſometimes aphthz. This troubleſome accident 
is relieved by gargariſms of barley-water, with 
ſyrup of mulberries and a little nitre: to abate 
the heat and pain, the puſtules and aphthæ are 


to be occaſionally touched with mucilage of 


quince- ſeeds made in ros nter. 


4. To preſerve the eyes from the injury of 
puſtules, a double linen cloth, dipped in a cam- 
phorated tincture of ſaffron, made in ſpirit of 
roſes, and afterwards ſlightly dried, may be ap- 
plied to them as ſoon as the eruption begins; or 
the eye-lids may be occaſionally moiſtened with 
a mixture of roſe-water, ſome drops of dulci- 


| fied ſpirit of vitriol, and a little camphor. If 


puſtules come out, and leave a pellicle on the 
eyes, the excreſcence is to be immediately con- 


| ſumed, in the decline of the diſeaſe, by fre- 


quently touching it with a fine feather, dipped 


in a mixture conſiſting of an ounce of roſe-wa- 


ter, two drams of ſpirit of roſemary, four grains 
of blue vitriol, and twelve grains of ſugar of 
lead. This liquor, without the vitriol, is like- 
wiſe of much ſervice in hot ſharp defluxions, 
and redneſs of the eyes, which often ſucceed 
the pox. 


5. If the pulſe be ſtrong and full, the face 
red, the veins turgid, a weight and pain in the 
head 
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head and loins complained of, the patient young, Variolous 
of an active diſpoſition, accuſtomed to the uſe CO 
of wine, to veneſection, or if critical evacuations 
are ſuppreſicd, bleeding, on the firſt or ſecond 
day, immediately abates the anxiety and oppreſ- 
ſion at the breaſt, promotes the eruption, and 
occaſions the ſymptoms which follow it to prove 
more mild A redundance of blood prevents 
the full excretion of the variolous matter; hence 
the puſtules are few; ſo much remaining in the 
body as to produce, towards the decline, a va- 
riety of convulſive diſorders, deliria, ſuffocative 
catarrhs, or even an apoplexy. On the other 
hand, if the diſeaſe be attended with vomiting 
at the beginning, with a cough and flux of the 
belly, if the pulſe be hard, low and weak, the 
veſſels ſunk, the patient a child, languid, phleg- 
matic, corpulent, or apt to faint on bleeding, 
forbear from veneſection, leſt too great a dimi- 
nution of blood occaſion. a retenſion of the 
morbific matter, and dangerouſly prolong the 
eruption. 


6. It is diſputed, whether emetics are proper 

in the beginning of the ſmall pox. Medicines 
which plentifully evacuate not only crude juices 
from the firſt paſſages, but likewiſe impure and 
bilious humours from the liver, if given before 
the attack of the diſeaſe, cannot but contribute 


to 
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to prevent or render it milder. They have like- 
wiſe place even on the firſt day of the illneſs, 
wherever immoderate and improper food, a nau- 
ſea, bitter taſte in the mouth, and eruQations, 
indicate a redundance of noxious humours in 
the firſt paſſages ; in ſuch caſes, on the exhibiti- 
on of a gentle emetic, the anxieties, which 
would prevent the eruption, go off, and the puſ- 
tules come out freely between the third and 
fourth day. For adults, a grain or two, for chil. 
dren, from a quarter of a grain to one grain, of 
emetic tartar, may be diſſolved in mint- water or 
cinnamou- water; to which, if it is wanted to 
operate likewiſe downwards, a ſuitable quantity 
of manna may be added. But to exhibit a me- 
dicine of this kind promiſcuouſly, every other 
day, is an irrational practice. 


7. With regard to purging : before the ap- 
proach of the diſeaſe, laxatives are proper, but 


not the ſtronger cathartics nor mercurials, e- 


ſpecially in children. Manna, or a decoction of 
tamarinds with rhubarb, are the moſt eligible: 
where there is a ſufpicion that the larger in- 
teſtines are ſtuffed with hard ſcybala, an emolli- 
ent glyſter muſt be premiſed. Through the 


whole courſe of the diſeaſe, the belly muſt not 


be ſuffered to remain bound too long, as eight 
or ten days; for if it be, eſpecially in children, 
5; either 
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liary fever, with great depreſſion of the ſtrength 
and other violent ſymptoms ; hence a flux of 
the belly, which often continues throughout 
the illneſs with good effect, is never to be re- 
ſtrained. Nevertheleſs during the eruption, 
though the belly ſhould be bound, as it uſually 
is, all laxatives, and even glyiters, muſt be ab- 
ſtained from; which laſt, injected at this 
period, have been reſtrained for ſeveral days, 
and occaſioned extreme oppreſſions. 


8. Whether laxatiyes are proper in the ſecon- 
dary fever, during the ſuppuration, has been diſ- 
puted. Fx EIN D has endeavoured to ſhow their 
utility from a variety of obſervations, but allows 
only a decoction of manna : nor is this practice 
blameable, provided the belly has been bound 
from the beginning, the ſpitting copious during 
the ſuppuration, and the breaſt loaded with hu- 
mours, ſo as to occaſion an anxiety and difficul- 
ty of breathing. Emollient and laxative glyſters 
are to be preferred; but where theſe prove in- 
ſufficient, manna is given to good advantage, 
eſpecially to children, in whom the primæ viæ 
and præcordia abound with viſcid juices. Some- 
times even emetics are proper: children at the 
breaſt, of a year old, when the difficulty of 

breathing, either before the eruption, or during 

: the 


vs 


either ſuffocative catarrhs will happen, or a mi- Variolous 
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the ſuppuration, was ſo great as to endanger ſuf. 
focation, have received immediate relief from 


a gentle vomit of one-ſixth or one-fourth of a 


grain of emetic tartar, diſſolved in ſome ſimple 


water, with the addition of a little ſyrup of vio- 
lets. It is to be obſerved, with regard to man- 
na, that however ſerviceable it may be at the 
beginning, and in the increaſe of the diſeaſe, it 
is often injurious in the decline, producing ex- 
ceſſive flatulencies and anxieties, oppreſſing the 
breaſt with viſcid humours, and ſometimes oc- 
caſioning ulcerations in the ſkin. 


9. Before and during the eruption, all acrid 


medicines, the warmer alexipharmics, volatile 


ſpirits, and a hot regimen, muſt be avoided : for 
by theſe, the blood and humours are greatly ex- 
agitated ; the heat, anxiety, convulſions, and de- 


lirium where this ſymptom happens, are increa- 


ſed; the variolous matter acquires a greater de- 


gree of acrimony and ſubtilty ; the pox are apt 


to change from a favourable to a malignant 
kind; and fo far is the eruption from being ren- 


dered equable, that the matter, expelled too 


ſoon, and without ſufficient preparation, returns 
into the habit again, to the great danger of the 
patient. Even warm liquors, as tea or coffee, 
liberally uſed, do harm; too much diluting the 


blood, and exhauſting the ſtrength in profuſe 


ſweats. 
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ſweats. Both the regimen and medicines, there- Variolous 


fore, mult be temperate. © Nevertheleſs, regard 
muſt be had herein to the diſpoſition of the pa- 
tient: if ſluggiſh, medicines which promote the 
expulſion are to be allowed, in {mall repeated 
doſes; and, about the fixth or ſeventh day, the 
eruption may be e by a ſomewhat warmer 
regimen. 


10. Purity of air is extremely conducive to 
the cure. Lying in low places, where the air is 
confined, or infected with the putrid exhalations 
ariſing from other perſons in the ſame diſeaſe, 


Fever. 
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and a hot regimen, are the principal cauſes of 


the mortality occaſioned, even by the favourable 
kinds of ſmall pox, among the common people. 
If the patient be well covered up, the windows 
may be occaſionally opened, with ſafety and ad- 
vantage. A piece of camphor may likewiſe be 
hung about the neck, for correcting the putrid 
effluvia; or, if its ſmell cannot be borne ſo near, 
it may be placed in a remoter part of the room. 


11. If the bed or linen are to be changed 
whilſt the patient ſweats, the freſh ones ſhould 
be thoroughly dried and warmed, by ſtanding 
lome time in a hot room; the {kin being now 
exquiſitely ſenſible of the lighteſt impreſſions of 
cold, which are apt to repel the puſtules, to the 
hazard of the patient's life. 


Vor., I. G 12. Where- 
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Part I. 12. Wherever the puſtules, from a deficiency 

— of natural ſtrength, from a fright, cold, or an e- 
rect poſture, ſuddenly ſubſide, death enſues in a 
little time, unleſs immediate relief is procured 
by analeptics and expellents. In theſe caſes, I 
have uſed with good ſucceſs the liquor cornu 
cervi ſuccinatus and anodynum minerale in 
ſimple cinnamon and veronica water, with warm 
tea, and have applied warm fomentations to the 
præcordia and feet. 


13. Bloody urine and ſtools, an hæmorrhage 
from the noſe, and bloody ſerum oozing from 
the puſtules, indicate a great acrimony and dil- 
ſolution of the blood and humours, and gene- 
rally prove fatal ſymptoms. Acidulous and cool- 
ing medicines, and ſuch as obtund acrimony, as 
butter-milk and whey, are then of greater ſervice 
than the moſt elaborate preparations. 


14. In dry hot ſummers, the ſmall pox are 
chiefly of the inflammatory kind, and apt to be 
attended with a looſeneſs, which muſt by no 
means be {topped : all warm medicines and a 
hot regimen, and alſo coolers and external cold, 
are to be avoided. Nor is a looſeneſs hurtful 
where petechiz are complicated with the pox, 
but rather ſalutary, by carrying off the malig- 
nant humours. | 

15. As 
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15. As the diſtin& ſmall pox rarely prove Variolous 
mortal, unleſs from miſmanagement, but the Fever. 


confluent frequently ; and as ſcarce one perſon 
in an hundred eſcapes the diſeaſe, it is adviſable, 
in order to prevent this dangerous kind at the 
time that malignant ſmall pox are epidemic, to 


obſerve a ſtrict regimen, and to purify the juices | 


by proper evacuants and alterants. For the 
ſame purpoſe, likewiſe, inoculation is to be com- 
mended, which has been lately introduced into 
Europe from the eaſtern countries, and is now 
commonly practiſed among us with ſucceſs. The 
variolous matter is to be taken from ripe and 


benign puſtules, and the body previouſly pre- 


pared. " 


16. With regard to bliſters, which the Eng- 


liſh Phyficians at preſent highly commend, I can 
afirm nothing for certain, having rarely made 
uſe of them, unleſs where young perſons had 
fallen into a great ſleepineſs or dulneſs, and in 


redneſs and defluxions of the eyes after the dil- 
eaſe, Y 


17. To preſerve the face from being pitted, 
STLVIUS and others, direct the feet, in the firſt 
days, to be frequently bathed in warm water; 
by which a revulfion is ſuppoſed to be made of 
the variolous matter to the lower parts. 1 have 
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never tried this method, but think it promiſes 
better than anointing the puſtules on the face 
with unctuous ſubſtances, which ſome recom- 
mend; for by theſe the pores are obſtructed, ex- 
cretion prohibited, the puſtules rendered deep- 
er, and conſequently the pits more conſpicuous. 
The moſt eligible method is, beſides the inter- 
nal medicines already mentioned for purifying 
the blood, to apply externally, before the pul- 
tules are entirely dried up, a liniment compoſed 
of axungia, ſpermaceti, white wax, a little balſam 
of copaiba, and camphor. The diſtilled waters 
of bean flowers, roſes, and of the roots of Solo- 
mon's ſeal, with one-third of the aqua ſclopeta- 
ria, contribute likewiſe to ſmooth the ſkin, and 
remove rednels. 


18. Sometimes, after the puſtules have dried 
up, a number of freſh ones, ſmaller than the firſt, 
ſucceed. Theſe are by no means to be negleQ- 
ed; for, if from cold or irregularities they re- 
turn inwards, they may unexpectedly prove fa - 
tal. A moderate and equable perſpiration is to 


be kept up, that they may ripen and dry like the 
others. | 


19. The convaleſcents, in order to the preven- 
tion of other diſeaſes, are to be purged ſeveral 
times with balſamic and antiſeptic laxatives, as 

| rhubarb 
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rhubarb and the pil. Rufi diſſolved in ſome di- Variolous 
ſtilled water, as that of mint. They muſt avoid Fever: 


going too ſoon into the open air, eſpecially if 
cool or moiſt; and rather endeavour to keep up 
a conſtant freedom of perſpiration, by drinking 
warm liquors in the morning, and taking ſome 
gentle diaphoretic powder every ſecond night. 
Unwholeſome foods, malt liquors, all cold 
drinks, muſt be abſtained from, and proper ſto- 
machics made uſe of at meals, 


$ 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


F; The epidemic ſmall pox of 1698 were 


in many reſpects peculiar.—The ſummer was 
uncommonly moiſt 'and cold, with frequent 
north winds : the autumn came on with im- 
moderate rains, and ſometimes ſnow; and 
continued wet, dull, cloudy, and moderately 
cold: the winter was extremely variable and 
unpleaſant, without any ſharp or continuing 
froſt. Next ſpring, the neighbourhood of Hall 
was overflowed with water, which ſtagnating, 
ſenſibly affected the air, and completed the dif. 
poſition to epidemic diſeaſes. The ſmall pox be- 


gan in September, and raged with great violence; 
attacking, in this city, near two thouſand per- 


{ons ; and ſcarcely ſparing man, woman, or child, 
who had not ſuffered the diſeaſe before. 
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The eruption was almoſt univerſally preceded 
by a pain of the back and head, laſſitude, preter. 
natural heat with ſhivering at times, a frequent 
pulſe, loſs of appetite, and reſtleſs fleep. In 
ſome children, rarely in adults, the diſorder came 


on with exceſlive vomitings, which continued 


for ſome days: thoſe who did not vomit, had 
perpetual retchings, nauſea, and anxieties of the 
præcordia. In ſeveral adults, and ſome children, 
a looſeneſs happened at the beginning, and 
ſtopped about the time of the eruption: in 
others, the belly was at firſt bound, and ſome 
looſe ſtools ſucceeded about the third or fourth 
day with advantage. Many had a frequent in- 
clination to urine; in a few, the urine was ſup- 
preſſed for ſome days, without injury. Infants at 
the breaſt, amidſt continual moanings, frights in 
the ſleep, coſtiveneſs or looſeneſs, and heat of 
the body, were ſeized about the end of the third 
day with flight epileptic fits. In ſerous habits, 
ſleepineſs, itching of the ſkin, a burning and 
itching pain of the eye-lids, with ſneezing, and 


a diſcharge of tears, were frequent. Many com- 
_ plained of a ſenſe of pricking in the back and 


breaſt. In children oftentimes, about the third 
day, ſome blood dropped from the noſe ; and 
frequently a great number of aſcarides worms 
were voided on the firſt days, ſometimes with, 
and ſometimes without, danger. Adults were 

| remarkably 
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remarkably impatient, and at times delirious; Variolous 


which ſymptoms, alittle blood falling from the no- 


ſtrils increaſed, but a large hæmorrhage relieved. 


Such generally were the ſymptoms which pre- 
ceded the favourable kind. The marks of ma- 
lignity were, in children, intenſe crying, total 


want of reſt, tremors, alternate cold and heat of 


the extremities, and unuſual languors; in adults, 
a violent pain of the limbs and loins, imitating 
the nephritis or ſciatica, great anxieties of the 
præcordia, a delirium and diarrhoea, exquiſite 
pungent pain in the breaſt or hypochondres, tre- 


mors, ſhiverings, an mcurvation and contraction 
of the limbs. A great depreſſion of ſtrength ' 
from the beginning, a vertigo, continual watch- 


fulneſs, fainting in an erect poſture, large diſ- 


charges of urine, ſaliva, and mucus from the 


noſe, diſcovered the malignant nature of the dif- 
eaſe, though no conſiderable pain, or heat, or 
anxiety, or thirſt, were complained of. 


The eruption began, in the benign fort, be- 
tween the third and fourth day. The preceding 
night was generally very reſtleſs, with anxieties, 
tremors, delirium, ſometimes epileptic fits, and 


ſometimes two or three looſe ſtools. Red ſpots 


appeared, of various ſizes, ſometimes ſmall and 
gradually increaſing, ſometimes broad, and after- 


G 4 wards 


Fever. 
— — 


104 


Part I. 


Chap. 7. 
— — emmmanc! 


elender 


wards running together into diſtinct puſtules. 
They broke out firſt on the upper parts, then 


moſt copiouſly on the hands and feet; after- 


wards on the legs, breaſt, and back, more ſpa- 
ringly; and moſt ſparingly on the belly. At the 
ſame time with the face, they ſeized the fauces, 


larynx, lips, and tongue; occaſioning great pain, 


heat, itching, and tenſion of the parts. In the 
tunes of the eyes, 1 ſaw none; but the eye-lids, 
both externally and internally, were covered: 
whence the eyes became violently painful, itch- 
ing, and hot; and on the fixth day cloſed, and 
continued ſo to the end of the fuppuration. In 
the mean time, the eruption went on well; and 
was completed, where the pox were few, on the 
fifth, where more numerous, on the ſixth day. 
The ſymptoms now abated : the pulſe, before 
extremely quick, became regular, and almoſt 
natural ; the fleep was calm; and the delirium 
and anxiety went off. 


The diſorder was of an unfavourable kind, 


.when the eruption begun on the ſecond or be- 


ginning of the third day; when pimples or mi- 


liary puſtules appeared among the variolous; 
when on the ſeventh or eighth day a ſecond 
crop broke out; when the puſtules were not red, 


but livid, pale, or brown, when ſeſſile, when dry 
and parched, with a pit in the middle; and ſtill 


more 
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more dangerous, when no abatement of the Variolous 


ſymptoms followed the eruption. A copious flux 
of ſerum, whether by ſweat or urine, or in adults 
by ſtool, or by falivation, beginning with the 
diſeaſe, and continuing during the eruption and 
ſoppuration, was generally fatal. Bloody urine, 
a frequent ſymptom of malignant ſmall pox, was 
not obſerved; but, in a boy who died on the 


fiith day, there was a diſcharge of blood from 


one of the eyes, which had ſwelled greatly from 
the firſt, Where the diſeaſe proved fatal, the 
patient generally died on the fifth, ſixth or ſe- 
venth day; either of a delirium with convulſions, 
or ſleepineſs and convulſions, or a tetanus, after 
a remarkable ſhivering, on which almoſt all the 
puſtules had diſappeared. | 


The ſuppuration began in the benign ſort, on 
the fixth day, proceeding gradually as the erup- 
tion had done, from the upper parts to the low- 
er, and ending generally about the ninth, where 
the pox were very numerous on the eleventh, 
though ſometimes not till the ſeventeenth day. 
The puſtules now became gradually elevated, 
loft, round, white, with red baſes, and filled 
with laudable yellowiſh white pus, the ſkin be- 
tween them was tenſe, the face and hands, rare- 
ly the feet, ſwelled, the face ſo much that the 
eyes were cloſed. A heat, redneſs, pain and 

tenſion, 
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tenſion, particularly of the face and hands, ſuc- 
ceeded : theſe kindled a ſecondary fever, with 
reltlefineſs and anxiety, and ſometimes a tremor _ 
of the extremities,. which however was no dan- 
gerous ſymptom. A frequent ſalivation in a- 
dults, and in children a diarrhoea ſometimes 
truly purulent, often acceded, without danger. 
At the height of the ſuppuration, particularly 
where the belly had been bound for ſome days, 


aphthæ broke out, with an inflammatory heat 


and pain of the fauces, and a defluxion of vil. 
cid humours, which generally yielded to exter- 
nal remedies. | 


The dangerous ſymptoms were, the puſtules 
not riſing or filling with matter, but remaining 
deprefled, or empty like pea-ſkins, or appearing . 
livid, or aſh-coloured, or greeniſh, with a black- 
iſn pit in the middle; which laſt however did 
not prove fatal where other appearances were 
favourable, and the diſcoloured puſtules were 
not ſeated deep ; the face ſwelling, but little or 
not at all, or the tumour ſuddenly ſubſiding; the 
ſaliva viſcid, and difficultly expeQorated ; a great 
oppreſſion at the breaſt, from a ſtoppage of the 
expectoration, about the tenth or eleventh day; 
a copious ſalivation continuing from the begin- 
ning to this period; a diarrhœa or bloody vo- 
miting. But the greateſt hazard was from a 

| violent 
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violent inflammation, with intenſe dry pain, ten- Variolous 


ſion of the ſkin, reſtleſſneſs and anxiety, which, 


when ſhiverings intervened, and the patient 
complained of internal heat and thirſt, and a 
coldneſs of the external parts, were generally 
mortal, exciting a high fever, delirium, conſtant 
watchfulneſs, and extreme reſtleſſneſs, followed 
by conſiderable ſhiverings, on which the pul- 
tules turned white, and convulſions came on, 
which ended in death. This happened chiefly 
in adults, on the ninth, eleventh, and fourteenth 
days. Children generally died of ſuffocation, 
doubtleſs from the puſtules being numerous in 
the fauces, and from the acrimony of the vario- 
lous humour, irritating the pneumonic nerves 
into fatal ſpaſms. In two children, one three 
years old, the other eight, blood dropt from the 
puſtules after ſuppuration : the firſt eſcaped, the 
latter died on the ſixteenth day, the ſkin of both 
the hands having appeared on the fifth, and of 
the legs on the ninth, of a dark blackiſh brown 
colour, a plain mark of a ſtagnation of the blood, 
and tendency to a gangrene. 


In thoſe who ſurvived the ſuppuration ; if the 
diſeaſe was mild on the ninth day; if the pox 


were more numerous on the eleventh ; if ex- 


tremely numerous on the fourteenth, the ſwel- 
ling ſubſided, the heat abated, the pulſe became 


more 
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more calm, and the puſtules diſcharged a lau- 


dable matter, thoſe on the face firſt, next on 
the hands, and laſtly thoſe on the feet. Thoſe 
on the back and breaſt remained always ſofter 


and lefs full of pus, nor did they acquire any 


thick cruſts. The puſtules at length grew 
wrinkled, depreſſed in the middle, dried up, and 
fell off, leaving a heat and itching behind. 


After the exſiccation, ſmall abſceſſes ſometimes 
broke out all over the body, with conſiderable 
pain and febrile heat. Others had, for fome 


time, a weakneſs or contraction of the hands 


and feet, which in many readily yielded to the 
early uſe of baths and ſpiritous lniments, but 
in ſome cacochymic perſons, and thoſe who ne- 
glected timely aſſiſtance, ended in ulcers about 
the epiphyſes of the joints, of very difficult cure, 
and which, from improper management, often 
degenerated into malignant waſting fiſtulæ. In 
ſerous and catarrhous habits, there ſucceeded 
large hard tumours of the glands, particularly 
of the neck, which yielded without difficulty to 
emollient and diſcutient plaſters. Voung people 
had frequently an epiphora or continual flux of 
tears, with pain and redneſs of the eyes, and in- 
ability of bearing light; which, if not ſpeedily 
rehieved, occaſioned a turbidneſs of the eye, and 
ſmall films in the cornea, in ſome meaſure im- 
pairing 
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pairing the ſight. Groſs indigeſtible aliment, Variolous 
cating too freely of animal food, going abroad Js a 


too ſoon, occaſioned freſh anxieties, vomiting 
and diarrhœas, with great weakneſs, though lit- 
tle danger. 1% 


To attempt preventing the diſeaſe by the an- 
tivariolous acid ſpirits or other medicines, was 
always fruitleſs, and ſometimes ſeemed to make 
the ſmall pox that ſucceeded of a worſe kind 
than could otherwiſe have been expected: the 
only antidote was a removal from the ſcene of 


infection. But though we never could, in any . . 


inſtance, prevent the ſmall pox by. medicine, we 
were able, with ſome degree of certainty, to ren- 
der them mild, by temperance, proper diet, ab- 
ſtinence from ſpiritous liquors, tranquillity of 
mind, and ſtill more ſo, by the uſe of abſorbent 
nitrous powders, and gentle laxatives ; which 
laſt were ſometimes given with advantage even 
after the firſt ſymptoms had appeared. With 
regard to emetics, there were generally ſymp- 
toms which contraindicated them ; though, on 
other occaſions, they are often ſerviceable, eſpe- 
cially when joined with alexipharmics. 


The ſick were kept out of bed as long as 
their ſtrength would permit, or at moſt ſuffered 
only to lye on leather matreſſes, which did not 


keep 
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keep them hot. All volatiles and warm medi- 
cines, and the ſo called alexipharmics and be- 
zoardics, were abſtained from, particularly in 
young, florid, ſanguine and plethoric perſons, 


Well dulcified ſpirit of nitre, and abſorbent 


nitrous powders, were of much uſe: to the 
ſpirit was joined an equal quantity of the ſyrup 
of wild poppies, and ſome drops of the mixtura 
ſimplex : to every 'doſe of the powder, where 
any ſymptoms of malignity appeared, a ſmall 
portion of camphor, or half a wp of theriaca 
cceleſtis was added. 


On the . of the eruption, were given 


- emulfions made in weak ſimple waters, with ju- 


lep of roſes. The ſick were at this time care- 
fully defended from cold, or rather kept ſome- 
what hot, due regard being had to their age 
and temperament, and the circumſtances of the 
diſeaſe. Experience ſhewed, that from want of 
ſufficient external heat, particularly in children 
and phlegmatic perſons, the eruption did not ſuc- 
cecd freely, and the puſtules which had already 
appeared, were apt to ſubſide. Where medi- 
cines were neceſſary to aſſiſt the eruption, a ſa- 
turated tincture of ſcordium, or volatile aroma- 
tic ſpirits mixed with the anodyne liquor, ſuc- 


ceeded beſt, eſpecially where the diſeaſe was of 
a malignant kind. 


In 
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In the time of ſuppuration, if nature was ſlug- Variolous 
giſn, and the puſtules remained depreſſed, a few 
grains of myrrh, with a little ſaffron and bezoar- 
dic powder, were the remedy. But theſe me- 
dicines had place only in the beginning of this 
ſtage; for after the inflammatory fever had 
come on, they increaſed it; nor were they ever 
given where the ſuppuration would proceed 
without ſuch aſſiſtance. When heat and thirſt 
were urgent, we gave only the emulſions above 
mentioned, ſubſtituting ſyrup of poppies for the 
roſe-julep. | 


The puſtules in the hands and face beginning 
to dry up, and the fever abating, abſorbent 
powders, with myrrh and ſaffron, did good ſer- 
vice. The common drink here, and through: 
the whole courſe of the diſeaſe, was a decoction 
of hartſhorn-ſhavings, ſcorzonera, barley, fennel- 
ſeed, and figs ; tea, and infuſions of warm herbs, 
were found leſs proper, at leaſt during the erup- 
tion and ſuppuration. 


Hzmorrhages from the noſe required great 
caution, If checked at the beginning, a phre- 
,netis, vertigo, and other terrible ſymptoms ſu. 
pervened: if ſuffered to continue too long, the 
ſtrength failed, ſo as to be unable to expel the 
variolous matter. The beſt method was, to 


keep 
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keep the feet warm, to give internally diaſcor- 
dium and nitre; and if the hæmorrhage was 
profuſe, to ſnuff up the noſtrils, and apply to 
the neck and temples, vinegar of roſes with cam- 
phor. | 


A delirium happening at the time of eruption, 
and continuing after the puſtules had come 
out, was relieved by camphorated ſpirit of wine, 
ſnuffed up the noſe, and applied warm to the 
forehead and temples. 


In anxieties of the præcordia, tremors, reſt- 
leſſneſs, frights in the ſleep, convulfions, ſhiver- 
ings, and ſubſiding of the puſtules, a mixture of 
one dram of tincture of caſtor, inſpiſſated a 
little, three grains of camphor, and one grain 
of extract of ſaffron, gave immediate relief. 


It was dangerous to ſtop diarrhœas; but 


when they were violent, and occaſioned great 
weakneſs, we ventured on caſcarilla; nor was 


nitre in theſe caſes without uſe. 


Pain and heat of the fauces, larynx and œſo- 
phagus, were alleviated by a decoction of elder 
flowers, liquorice and figs ; and by warm milk, 
boiled with figs and ſaffron. Aphthæ were 
touched with mucilage of quince- ſeeds, which 

likewiſe 
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likewiſe abated pains of the lips. The ſame Variolous 


mucilage, extracted with elder- flower and roſe- 
water, with the addition of a little ſaffron and 
camphor, was the beſt remedy in itching heat, 
and redneſs of the eyes, and for opening them 
when cloſed. In ſtoppages of the nn oil 
of almonds or linſeed was uſcdd. 


The hard cruſts of the pultules were ſoften 


Feen 


— 


ed, and the ſkin underneath, which had been 


eroded by the acrimonious humour, conſolida- 
ted by a liniment, compoſed of tincture of tar- 
tar, eſſence of myrrh, oil of almonds, and cam- 
phor. Ulcers were treated with camphorated 
ointment of ceruls, 


Bleeding did not Lamthidiand either to the pre- 
vention or cure. Opiates increaſed the anxieties 
where the puſtules were numerous; and given 
before the ſuppuration, occaſioned dangerous 


leepineſs, with tremors and n of the 
limbs. 2 


The above method was purſued in upwards 
of 150 patients, of whom ſcarce one in twenty 
died. In thirty years practice fince, ſcarce 


any other medicines have been required or ap- 


peared falutary or ore 
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2. In a young gentleman, of extreme ſenſibi- 


Chap. 7, lity, an active difpoſition, and thin habit, the 


ſmall pox proved regular and mild. On the 
ſixth day, the puſtules tending to ſuppuration, 
he complained of exceſſive anxieties of the præ- 
cordia, and pain of the belly, became reſtleſs, 
could get no ſleep, and had an ineffectual ſtimu- 
lus to ſtool every half hour: theſe ſymptoms 
continued upwards of twenty-four hours, but 
the heat or pulſe were not increaſed. He had 
no ſtool from the beginning of the illneſs, nor 
for three days before. Oily. glyſters, with a 
draught of manna, cream of tartar and oil of 
almonds, looſened the belly, and brought away 
an incredible quantity of indurated ſcybala; on 
which the complaints abated, and the diſeaſe 


proceeded regularly and mildly. 


The Phyſician muſt be careful in all diſeaſes 
to unload the inteſtines, more particularly in 
the ſmall pox and. meaſles, in which the belly is 
uſually bound in the firſt days, and in which a 
retention of the feces may occaſion a variety of 
threatemng ſymptoms. 


3. Three children of an hyſteric woman, who 
had lived irregularly, but always enjoyed good 
health during pregnancy, were ſeized with the 
ſmall pox, at a time when a favourable kind 
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was epidemic. In one boy, aged five, the erup- Variolous 


tion, with a fever and the uſual ſymptoms, laſted 
eight days, and the ſuppuration likewiſe was 


protracted beyond the uſual period. In the 
other, four years old, the puſtules came out on 


the ſecond day, intermingled with rough mili- 
ary ſpots ; the heat and pulſe continued preter- 
natural through the whole courle of the dil- 
caſe ; the puſtules remained ſeſſile and did not 
ſuppurate, and many of them had black ſpecks. 
In the girl, of ſeven years, the fauces and throat 
were ſo full of puſtules, that ſhe could fwallow 
nothing, and ſcarcely breathe. Nevertheleſs, by 
gentle remedies and time, they all got through 
the diſeaſe ; but having afterwards too freely in- 
dulged returning appetite, and expoſed them- 
ſclves to cold windy weather, pains and tumours 
of the joints, and a flow fever ſupervened : ma- 
lignant ſpreading ulcers followed, the bones be- 
came black and corrupted, a tabes and extreme 
depreſſion of ſtrength came on, under which 
both the boys ſunk in the beginning of the third 
month. — The girl, whoſe ulcers were leſs ma- 
lignant, was cured in ſome months, by uſing for 


common drink emulſions made in barley-water 


ſweetened with ſugar, taking ſmall repeated do- 
les of bezoardic powder, with the addition ſome- 
times of a few grains of medicinal regulus of 
antimony, ſometimes of nitre, and occaſionally 
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a laxative of ſolutive ſyrup of roſes, with extra& 

of rhubarb, and mercurius dulcis : to the indo- 

lent hard tumours of the feet, was applied a 

mercurial plaſter, and into the putrid ulcers was 
injected the balſamum vulnerarium, whoſe prin- 

cipal ingredient is the antimoniated balſam of 
ſulphur, made with oil of turpentine, which, 

mixed with tinctures of myrrh and amber, and 

balſam of Peru, had remarkable good effects in 

a gaping ulcer with four holes. 


If valetudinarian women have few complaints 
in pregnancy, the children are uſually infirm, 
and ſuffer greatly from diſeaſes, particularly the 
fmall pox and meaſles. The ſmall pox, natu- 
rally mild, in perſons of an ill habit prove ma- 
hgnant ; and when any ſymptoms of malignity 
have diſcovered themſelves, we are never to 
think the danger paſt, though the puſtules have 
dried up and fallen off; for without proper laxa- 
tives and alterants at this period, the taint which 
they leave in the maſs of humours, occafions, on 
irregularities in the non-naturals, ſtubborn and 
often fatal diſeaſes; in the internal parts, ab- 
ſceſſes, particularly in the meſentery and lungs, 
with a hectic fever; in the external parts, foul, 
malignant, ſpreading, cancerous ulcers. Ma- 
lignant ulcers, where there was no fever, have 
happily yielded to mercurial unctions and mer- 


curial laxatives, 
4. A 
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4. A young gentlgman, after the cure of hu- Variolous 


mid puſtulous eruptions, by diet-drinks, and 
ſulphureous liniments, had the meaſles, and 
eſcaped. A fortnight after, numerous whitlows 
broke out all over the body, ſome attended with 
conſiderable inflammation, and terminating in 


Fever. | 


—— — 


deep abſceſſes, of difficult cure, but which yield- 


ed at length to diet - drinks, laxatives, mercurials, 
and gentle diaphoretics. The ſmall pox follow- 
ed, and proved of a very unfavourable conflu- 
ent kind: though there was a fever from the 
beginning, the puſtules ſcarce appeared on the 
ſeventh day; nor did they ſuppurate regularly, 
but rather remained deprefled ; nor did the fre- 
quency of the pulſe: go off after the eruption 
was completed. By the uſe of a ſolution of 
myrrh and ſaffron in a weak alkaline lixivium, 
the ſuppuration was very ſenſibly promoted, and 
the diſeaſe brought to a happy iſſue. It was 
obſervable, that even during the time that the 
ſuppuration was going on ſucceſsfully, he had 
looſe ſtools, to the number of ſeven a-day ; and 
that the febrile heat, which uſually increaſes at 
this period, was by theſe diſcharges kept under. 


5. Two girls who were twins, four years old; 
one large, full, of a torpid diſpoſition ; the o- 
ther ſmaller, thinner, and more active; were 
ſeized at the ſame time with the confluent ſmall 
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pox. In the corpulent girl, the puſtules did not 
appear till the ſeventh day, and refuſed to ſup- 
purate, thoſe on the face and hands became 
bloody, and on being opened, diſcharged a 


bloody ferum ; the patient in the mean time 


extremely weakened by anxieties, fever, conti. 


nual thirſt, and want of fleep, funk on the ele- 


venth day. In the ſlender girl, all the ſymptoms 
were milder; the puſtules came out on the 
third day, dried up on the eleventh, and after- 
wards falling off, left her healthful. 


6. A young gentleman, full of blood and jui. 
ces, of a family to which the ſmall pox had been 
extremely fatal; in autumn, after irregularities, 
was ſeized with this diſtemper, then epidemic. 
A conſiderable ſhivering was followed by a vio- 
lent anxious heat, and very reſtleſs night : next 
day he complained of an exquifite pain of the 
head and back, became impatient, fretful and 
delirious. A glyſter, antiphlogiſtic, acidulous, 
nitrous, and abſorbent medicines, abated the 
delirium and heat; and, on the fourth day, ſmall 
pimples like pin-heads broke out on the face, 
accompanied with rough, white and red miliary 
eruptions: next day, the puſtules covered the 
hands and breaſt ſo cloſe, that ſcarce any inter- 
ſtices could be diſtinguiſhed betwixt them. The 
ſymptoms now abated, but the pulſe ſtill conti- 
nued 
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nued frequent, the puſtules ſuppurated diffi- 
cultly, the face ſwelled extremely, and, on the 
ſeventh day, the heat, pain, and tenſion of the 
hands became intolerable. He had a conſtant 


deſire of changing his bed and ſituation, and 


handling cold ſubſtances, could get no fleep, 
had an anxious and laborious breathing, and a 
load at breaſt which threatned ſuffocation. Gly- 
ſters, emulſions, bezoardic, and antiphlogiſtic 
powders, were uſed in vain: a coldneſs of the 
extremities came on, followed by convulſions, 
which ſoon terminated in death. | 


7. A child at the breaſt, one year old, was 
attacked with convulſions every quarter of an 
hour, for'24 hours, when the teeth began to 
appear, and next day the ſmall pox, firſt on the 
hands and breaſt, and afterwards on the face. 
Little or nothing was given to the child: the 
nurſe took bezoardic nitrous powders, peQoral 


elixir with ſaffron, and a tincture of myrrh and 


ſaffron made in alkalized liquor. Both the 
teething and ſmall pox ſucceeded well. 


The lateneſs of the eruption on the face, was 
doubtleſs owing to the ſpaſms and ſtrictures ex- 
cited there by the dentition. Wherever chil- 
dren at the breaſt are ſeized with the ſmall pox, 
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we are to preſcribe chiefly for the nurſe ſuch 
medicines as may tend to correct acrimony and 
ſweeten the chyle. 


8. A young gentleman had the ſmall pox, 
not confluent or numerous, nor attended with 
a high fever or any violent ſymptom : but after 
the eruption was completed, the pulſe continued 
quick and weak; the patient had a conſtant in- 
clination to ſleep, and was always more languid 
after ſleeping ; the puſtules were filled with a pel. 
lucid humour, appeared flat in the middle, and 
ſome of them had black ſpecks. On the ninth 
day, having fat up in a warm room, well covered, 


about a quarter of an hour, a ſudden fainting 


came on, the puſtules ſunk, the feet grew cold, 


and the breaſt oppreſſed: convulſions followed, 
and in a few hours he expired. 


This diſeaſe had ſtrong characters of malig- 


| nity ; a weak pulſe, ſleepineſs, loſs of ſtrength, 
pellucid puſtules flat and blackiſh in the middle, 
In theſe circumſtances, fitting upright for any 


conſiderable time is extremely dangerous. 

9. A young lady of fourteen, at a time when 
the ſmall pox were epidemic, complained of great 
pain of the head and loins, - thirſt, laſſitude, al- 
ternate chilneſs and heat of the ſkin. A mix- 

| ture 


u ED I C Ian 


121 


ture of ſpiritus nitri dulcis and bezoardic tine- Variolous 
ture, each three drams, ſyrup of wild poppies, Lever. 


two drams, being given every hour in doſes of 
forty drops, a vomiting came -on, with great 
reſtleſſneſs, anxiety, and depreſſion of the ſtrength. 
A draught containing ten drops of ſpirit of ſal 
ammoniac, and three grains of ſaffron, being re- 
peated twice, and the patient cloſe covered up, 
in a hot room, a ſweat enſued, the vomiting 
went off, and, between the fecond and third day, 
puſtules came out, with a moſt intenſe heat. 
On removing ſome of the bed- clothes, a ſhiver- 
ing came on, the puſtules initantly diſappeared, 
and extreme reſtleſſneſs, anxiety, and retchings, 
ſucceeded. External warmth brought the erup- 
tions out again, but not permanently ; the ap- 
pearance and diſappearance, with their reſpec- 
tive ſymptoms, ſucceeding one another alter- 
nately twice or thrice a-day. As the girl was 
coſtive, and had before the illneſs eat immode- 
rately of ſweet fruits, falads, Qc. a laxative eme- 


tic potion was exhibited, which procured copi- 


ous evacuations ; and after its operation, the 
eſſentia theriacalis, with an aromatic water. All 
the ſymptoms remitted; a maderate equable 
heat was diffuſed over the whole body; the puſ- 
tules came out extremely numerous, and as it 


were impetuouſly, on the face, hands, breaſt, 


and feet; the ſuppuration advanced regularly, 
and 
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and without one unfavourable ſymptom, except 


great pain from the numerous puſtules under 


the thick ſkin of the foles, which, however, was 
alleviated by the application of camphorated ſpi- 
rit of wine with oil of almonds : in the exficca- 


tion, all the ſkin of the ſoles peeled off. 


Where the firſt paſſages are overloaded with 
crudities, the ſmall pox are always attended 
with alarming ſymptoms. It is fruitleſs, and 
often prejudicial, to atrempt promoting the erup. 
tion by internal expellents or external heat; 
for though the ſmall pox ſhould by this means 


*be brought out, they are never ſtable, but apt 


to return inwards again, with an exacerbation 


of all the complaints. To cleanſe the firſt pal. 


ſages, is the primary indication; an indication 
which nature herſelf points out, by the nauſea 
and vomiting. But let not the unexperienced 
Phyfician be too haſty in imitating what was 


here practiſed with fo good ſucceſs : we mult 
_ diſtinguiſh betwixt vomitings or retchings from 


a ſurcharge of corrupted humours, and from a 
vellication of the nervous coats by a ſubtle, acri- 
monious, cauſtic matter: emetics are as dan- 


gerous in the one caſe, as they are ſalutary in 
the other. 


10. A boy, four years old, was attacked by 
the ſmall pox, with the uſual ſymptoms. A hot 


room, 
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room, a hot bed, a veſſel of hot water placed at Variolous 
his feet, ſpirit of hartſhorn and tincture of ca- Fever. 


ſtor given internally, brought on convulſions 
on the ſecond day, with an anxious and ſuffoca- 
tory reſpiration, frightful ſleep, and extreme 
inquietude. I opened the windows, took off 
ſome of the bed-clothes, and inſtead of ſpirit of 
hartſhorn, gave ſpiritus nitri dulcis, with ſyrup 
of wild poppies, nitre, and cinnabar : the ſymp- 
toms preſently abated, and the eruption and 
ſuppuration went on regularly. | 


11. In a girl of fifteen, a tertian of long con- 


tinuance was ſucceeded by the ſmall pox ; which, 
after their exſiccation, left a violently painful 
red ſpot on the lower lip. On applying a cata- 
plaſm of whites of eggs and bole armeniac, it 
became black and without ſenſation. Fomen- 
tations of bitter herbs, oak-leaves, vinegar and 
vitriol, were uſed, without effect: the corrup- 
tion increaſed, the lips and gums were conſu- 
med, and the teeth grew black. A variety of 
antiſeptics were employed both internally and 
externally, with as little ſucceſs ; the ſtrength 
gradually waſted, till in a few weeks death end- 
ed her miſeries. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Of the MorBILLOuUs FEVER, or MEASLEs, 


§ 1. General Hiſtory. 


Part J. HE morbillous fever, or meaſles, is a ca- 


Chap. 8. tarrhal fever, in which red ſpots on the ſkin, 
— | 


juſt exceeding the ſurface, are produced by a 
peculiar contagion of an acrid, cauſtic, and in- 
flammatory nature. 


The meaſles have a conſiderable affinity with 
the ſmall pox; both being exanthematous fevers, - 
contagious and epidemic, attacking almoſt every 
perſon once, and no one twice, and proving 
more or leſs dangerous, according to the habit 
of the ſick, and the conſtitution of the ſeaſon, 


The differences are, that the meaſles are con- 
ſtantly attended with a violent cough, which in 
children ſometimes laſts a fortnight before the fe- 
ver comes on; and are preceded for the moſt part 
-by a running of the noſe and eyes, with ſneezing 
and ſwelling of the eye-lids: that hæmorrhages 
likewiſe from the noſtrils, and in women from 


the 
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quent: that the diſeaſe is milder, and of ſhorter 
duration, the eruptions comigg out often on the 
firſt day, though more frequently after the 
third, and frequently going off on the fifth or 
ſixth, on an increaſe of perſpiration, without 
_ riſing into puſtules, or ſuppurating, or occaſion- 
ing any pain or heat. The ſpots are in ſome 
perſons large, in others ſmaller, in ſome like flea- 
bites; ſometimes of a florid red or purple co- 
lour, ſometimes paler and inclining to a leaden 
hue. They never leave pits, but commonly an 
itching, and branny ſcales, which by degrees fall 
off. | 

| 1 * 

The meaſles, of themſelves, have little danger. 
But from an unwholeſome conſtitution of the 
air or other cauſes, they are ſometimes accom- 
panied with ſymptoms of malignity, a great de- 

preſſion of ſtrength, coldneſs of the extremities, 
exceſſive reſtleſſneſs, vomiting, difficulty of de- 
glutition, and diſorder of the ſenſes. Petechial 
ſpots, miliary eruptions, or ſcorbutic puſtules, at- 
tending or ſucceeding them, are likewiſe dan- 
gerous; as is, for the moſt part, a continual 
cough, with a looſeneſs, and great reſtleſſneſs. 
Protuſe ſweats, eſpecially in perſons of an advan- 
ced age and irregular life, are an unfavourable 
ſymptom; the ſpots being apt to diſappear from 
8 ſlight 
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the uterus, and vomiting of blood, are more fre- Morbillous 


Fever. 
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flight cold, and then generally proving fatal. If, 


Chap. 8% after the diſeaſe, a ſhort cough and hoarſeneſs 


remain, unleſs ſpgedy aſſiſtance is procured, 
a conſumption and hectic fever ſucceed. 


- Thoſe who die of the meaſles, eſpecially chil. 
dren, are generally ſuffocated, about the ninth 
day, from too copious a flux of ſerum to the 
lungs. In ſome, the diſeaſe is followed by 
a looſeneſs, which laſts for ſome weeks, and 
brings on a mortal tabes; in others, particularly 
the common people, they are ſucceeded by a lin- 


gering fever, atrophy, and {ſwelling of the belly, 


which terminate in death: on difleQion, the me- 
ſeraic glands are commonly found large, and the 
lungs covered with latent vomicz. 


5. 2 General Method of Cure, with Practical 
Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. The meaſles in general are to be treated in 

the ſame manner as the ſmall pox, by diluents 
and obtunders of acrimony, a temperate exter- 
nal warmth, and the more fixed diaphoretics, to 
promote the expulſion of the morbific matter. 


2. In children expoſed to the diſeaſe, the in- 
teſtines ſhould be previouſly cleanſed from 
worms, by the pil. Rufi with mercurius dulcis 

and 
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and worm-ſeed, otherwiſe it will be difficultly Morbillous 
overcome: if it be ſuſpected that the firſt paſſages ever. 


abound with crude juices, a gentle emetic, as 
half a grain of emetic tartar, is to be given on 
the firſt attack. Adults, if plethoric, are to be 
blooded : this not only prevents dangerous hæ- 
morrhages, but likewiſe inſtantly abates the an- 
xiety and reſtleſſneſs, and occaſions a plentiful 
eruption all over the body. 


3- Too warm medicines or regimen render 
the humours more acrimonious, increaſe the 
heat and anxiety, and exhauſt the ſtrength. 
Coolers likewiſe do harm, by retarding the ex- 
cretion of the morbific matter, and thus occa- 
honing a diſpoſition to a gangren=. 


4. In women ſubjeQ to hyſteric ſpaſms, or 
near the menſtrual period, the meaſles are often 
joined with faintings, difficulty of breathing, 
conſtriction of the throat, and great anxiety of 
the precordia, which prevent the eruption. In 
| theſe caſes, we are not to force the eruption by 
warm expellents ; but to alleviate the ſpaſms, by 
paregoric and carminative glyſters, ſmall doſes of 
nitre, and caſtor, and ſometimes veneſection. 


F. A violent cough is the moſt troubleſome 
ſymptom in this difeaſe. Nothing is more ef- 
| fectual 
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hap. 8.” monds mixed with the pectoral ſyrup, and given 
frequently, to the quantity of half a ſpoonful at 
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fectual for abating it, than freſh drawn oil of al- 


a time, in water-gruel. It is likewiſe of ſervice, 
to mix with the abſorbent and diaphoretic pow- 
ders, about half a grain of extract of ſaffron ; 
and to drink, as tea, an infuſion of veronica, li- 
quorice, wild poppies, and fennel-ſeeds. 


6. A diarrhcea is often ſalutary, and therefore 
not to be raſhly checked: the ſafeſt remedies 
are glyſters of more ſolt liquors, for waſhing out 
the acrimonious matter from the inteſtines. If 
it continues obſtinate after the diſeaſe has gone 
off, ſome grains of caſcarilla, or a little theriaca 
cceleſtis, may be joined to the bezoardic pow- 
ders. 


7. Exceſſive hemorrhages, which are always 
dangerous, and for the moſt part ſigns of malig- 


nity, are to be treated with great circumſpec- 


tion. The more powerful aſtringents and opi- 
ates have no place: a little electuary of ſcordium 
has been given with good ſucceſs, in draughts of 
alexiterial waters with ſome drops of ſpirit of vi- 
triol; and the mineral anodyne liquor with ſmall 
quantities of nitre. Amulets do rather harm 
than good; for they can operate no otherwiſe 
than by making a ſtrong impreſſion upon the 
| mind, 
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mind, which in theſe dangerous diſorders ought Morbillous 
to be moſt ſtudiouſly avoided. Fever. 
8. In malignant caſes, the milder antimonials 
have been of ſervice, by promoting ſweat and 
the eruption, and by looſening the belly. 


9. In profuſe ſweatings, if the linen or bed are 
to be changed, the freſh ones muſt be thorough- 
ly dried and warmed : frora cold received at this 
time, the eruptions are repelled, and I have ſeen 
death enſue in a few hours. 


10. Prinmatre expoſure to the air, and irre- 
gularities, after the diſeaſe, frequently give riſe to 
more dangerous diſtempers, aſthmas, ſuffocative 

catarrhs, and conſumptions. The convaleſcents 
{ſhould drink, for ſome weeks, warm infuſions of 
gently diaphoretic herbs, take occaſionally a bal- 

 lanic laxative, and abſtain from grofs foods and 
malt liquors. 


S 23. Hiftories of Caſes. 


1. A girl of twelve, complained of laſſitude, 
want of appetite, weakneſs, and pricking pains 
in the legs and arms, the face livid and leaden- 
coloured. About a week after, a ſhivering fit 
was followed by heat, and a violent pain of the 
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head and loins, and on the third day, by mor- 


8 . 8. billous ſpots, and a moſt troubleſome cough: 


| ſhe could get no ſleep, nor could ſhe bear the light, 


On the fifth day, the eruptions gradually went off, 
and the diſeaſe ſeemed on the decline: but the 
pain of the head and eyes remained; the belly 


continued bound, as from the beginning, no 


ſtool being procured but by a glyſter ; a freſh 
anxiety, heat, thirſt, proſtration of the ſtrength, 
and difficulty of breathing, with red and white 
miliary eruptions, ſucceeded. Obtunders of a- 


. crimony, antiſpaſmodics, and mild diaphoretics 
were exhibited : the girl recovered, and the 


pain of the head by degrees abated, but the 
fight was impaired, and grew more and more 
ſo, till in a month ſhe became abſolutely blind, 
though the eye was entire, and the pupil only 


about twice the natural width. Medicines were 


uſed in vain, till in her fourteenth year, when the 
menſes appearing, the eyes regained a degree 
of brightneſs ; when mild balſamics for promo- 
ting that evacuation, a bliſter kept running for 
ſome time, freſh vipers fat applied ſeveral times 


a-day, and ſome drops of the balſamum vite, 
taken occaſionally at meals, fo far reſtored the 


ſight that ſhe could diſtinguiſh * in cer- 


tain ſituations of the eye. 


It 
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It is always a threatening ſymptom in the Morbillous 
meaſles and ſmall pox, when tlie patient is ail” 2, 
ing long before the eruption, and complains of 
fixed pains at particular parts; or if a violent 
pain of the head and eyes, which uſually goes 
off when the eruption happens, continues through 

the courſe of the diſeaſe ; it leaves for the moſt 
Fart ſome diſorder of the head, as in the preſent 


caſe a gutta ſerena, almoſt always irremedi- 
able. 


2. A young gentleman, of a choleric and dry 
conſtitution, and ſomewhat irregular life; after 
2 violent fit of paſſion, complained of heat, 
weakneſs of the limbs, pain of the back, with a 
moſt troubleſome tearing cough, anxiety and 
cardialgia. On the third day, morbillous ſpots 
broke out ſo numerous that in twenty-four 
hours the whole body was covered. He grew 
| extremely reſtleſs and impatient, and could not 
ar even the temperate warmth of the bed: 
55 cold the ſpots diſappeared, the anxieties 
nd reſtleſſneſs increaſed, with an intenſe thirſt; 
na day and night, he drank at leaſt a gallon 
of cmulfion and ptiſan. A gentle diaphoretic 
was given for throwing out the eruptions again, 
but the patient's toſſing prevented that effect; 
the thirſt became almoſt unquenchable, and 
near two gallons were drank. He was thence 


I 2 ſeized 
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ſeized with a diarrhoea, the urine likewiſe was 


copious. He complained ſtill of internal burn. 


ing heat, thirſt and anxiety, and continued to 


drink moſt plentifully, but refuſed warm liquors 
and medicines. The flux continued five days; 
the ſpots never re-appeared ; the ſymptoms ne. 
vertheleſs abated, and in fourteen days he unex- 
pectedly recovered. 


3. A child ten years old, had ſuch a laxity of 
the belly left by the meaſles, that every thing 
taken was quickly voided by ſtool. He com- 
plained likewiſe of gripes and a pain of the feet, 
which were always cold. The looſeneſs being 
reſtrained by opiates and altringents, a violent 
pain ſettled in one leg : a tumour aroſe, which, 
when ſuppurated and opened, diſcharged a quan- 
tity of blood and ichor. A ſpreading ulcer ſuc- 
ceeded, and conſumed almolt the whole foot; 
with a fever, a cough and difficulty of brea- 


thing, by which the child was ſuffocated. 


In children, a looſeneſs both during and after 
the meaſles and {mall pox, is often free from 
danger, and never to be haſtily ſuppreſſed. The 
only medicines I have found ſerviceable in theſe 
cafes are, ablorbents with diaphoretics, antimony, 
and a ſmall portion of caſcarilla, broths and 

ä jellies, 
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jellies, with oil of almonds, and emollient gly- Morbillous 


ſters. 


4. A child at the breaſt, one year old, fell in- 
to a preternatural heat, with frights in the ſleep 
and vomiting. Next day the meaſles broke out, 
numerous, rough, and as it were conſtringing 
the ſkin. On the fourth day, a great difficulty 
of breathing, and oppreſſion at the breaſt came 
on, with anxiety, reſtleſſneſs, watchfulneſs and 
ſtartings. One-fixth part of a grain of emetie 
tartar procured four ſtools of a deep green gluy 
matter, on which the ſtrength was raifed, the 
breathing became freer, and the ſpots redder, 
Some jelly of hartſhorn given in weak barley- 
water, abated the heat ; and the child happily 
eſcaped. 


The threatening ſymptoms which happened 
here at the period in which the diforder uſually 
abates, proceeded not from the meaſles, but 
from erudities in the firſt paſſages. In ſuch 
caſes, evacuants, even at the time of the criſis, 
are not only ſafe but ſalutary. 


5. A boy of eleven, of a hot temperament and 
active diſpoſition, full of blood, and of a ruddy 
countenance, was ſeized with intenſe heat, and 
pain of the head and back, which next day were 

I 3 relieved 
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reheved a little by nitrous powders. On the 
third day, the burning heat returned, and on the 
fourth ſome blood dropped from the noſe : on 
the fixth, he bled plentifully. From the ſeventh 


to the tenth, the ſymptoms were milder, and the 


meaſles broke out; but on the eleventh, the 


hemorrhage returned, and the ſpots diſappear- 
ed. On the twelfth, the bleeding was ſtill more 


- profuſe, fo as extremely to exhauſt the ſtrength; 


and the internal heat increaſed. Next day he 
was again better; but by a return of the hazmor- 
rhage, on the fifteenth, he expired, 


6. A gentleman of thirty-ſix, of a thin, fi- 


brous habit, who for ſeveral years had indulged in 


the liberal uſe of wine, fell into the meaſles, with 
immoderate heat and reſtleſſneſs, violent cough, 
and extreme anxieties of the præcordia conti- 
nuing night and day, and profuſe ſweatings from 
the beginning. Thirty drops of a warm tincture 
were given every four hours, and ſtrong-ale al- 
lowed for drink : the eruption nevertheleſs ſuc- 
ceeded, the anxieties remitted, and the brea- 
thing became freer. On changing his wet ſhirt 


for a freſh one not ſufficiently warmed, the ſpots, 


with which the body was covered, inſtantly and 
totally diſappeared ; and ſuch reſtleſſneſs, anxiety 
and depreſſion enſued, that he ſeemed ready 


with 
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with an analeptic water, the mineral anodyne Morbillous 
ith ti i Fever. 
liquor with tincture of antimony and ſome drops 


of volatile aromatic ſpirit, brought back both 


the ſweat and the ſpots ; on which the ſymptoms 


abated, and the pulſe, before quick, weak and 
unequal, became equal and full. On the ſe- 
venth day, from changing bed, the ſpots diſap- 
peared again ; the extremities grew cold, the 
| pulſe contracted and ſmall, the breathing labo- 
rious, with exceſſive anxieties, a ſhivering and 
convulſion of the limbs, which ended in death. 


7. Three ſons of a nobleman ; one ſix, the o- 


ther five, and the third three years old, were 


ſeized with the meailes. A young practitioner, 
too fond of nitre, from the commendation of 
thoſe he ſtudied under, gave nothing but large 
doſes of nitrous powders: the eruption was re- 
tarded, the breathing became difficult, the cough 
continual without expectoration, an intenſe aſth- 
ma was joined, and in ſeven days all the three 
expired. 


Nitre, although of excellent ſervice in many 
cales, is never to be given liberally in exanthe- 
matous diſorders, unattended with immoderate 
heat; nor in catarrhal or malignant fevers, in 
which a corruption rather than an exeſtuation 
of the humours, is to be dreaded; eſpecially in 

„ children, 
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children and perſons of a moiſt habit. - In chil. 
dren, when the morbillous ſpots have refuſed to 
come out, and the matter ſettling on the lungs 
has threatened a ſuffocatory catarrh, I have ob- 
ſerved the greateſt benefit from a bliſter. 


8. A nobleman of twenty, of a ſanguineo- 
choleric temperament, who had never been 
blooded, ſubject to hypochondriacal diſorders, 
with an inflation of the ſtomach and frequent 
vomitings after meals; at a time when the 
meaſles were epidemic, complained of anxiety 
of the præcordia, pain of the head, back and 


feet, internal heat, with ſhivering at times, and 


a dryneſs of the ſkin. On the third day, ſome 
ſmall red ſpecks appeared on the forehead : no 
more had come out on the fourth; the ſymp- 
toms continuing, with a full and quick pulſe. 
A vein being opened in the foot, the anxiety 
and violent headach abated : the ſpecks on the 
forchead ſeemed at firſt to diſappear, the pulſe 


was quick and hard, and the heat and a ſenſe of 


pricking in the ſkin prevented fleep : next morn- 
ing, the ſpots came out thick, pale at firſt, but 
by degrees growing redder. The pain, oppreſ- 
ſion, cough, and internal heat went off, and the 
patient complained only of an uneaſy itehing, 
burning, and tenſion of the ſkin; and a pain and 
wateryneſs of the eyes. On the ninth day, a 

plentiful 
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lentiful ſweat broke out, which continued next Morbillous 
day, of a fetid ſour ſmell. On the eleyenth, he Fever. 
had fix looſe ſtools without gripes; the ſpots 
gradually loſt their redneſs, and on the thir- 


teenth diſappeared, leaving the patient in good 
health. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
Of the MiILIARX Fever. 


§ 1. General Hiſtory of the Miliary Fever. 


N the miliary fever, numerous ſmall puſtules, 
like millet-ſeed, of a red or white colour, 
and of a peculiar ill ſmell; with a roughneſs and 
corrugation of the ſkin, appear on the ſurface of 
the body, and give rehief to the patient. 


Miliary eruptions are frequently ſymptoma- 
tic, or complicated with other diforders, particu- 
larly the ſmall pox, meaſles, petechial and other 


continual epidemic fevers. Sometimes they ac- 


cede in the decline, kindle a new fever, and 
carry off the patient, already weakened by the 


former diſeaſe : this happens chiefly to thoſe who 


have lived irregularly, where the belly has been 


long bound during the firſt fever, or cooling 


medicines too liberally uſed. Sometimes they 
come on at the beginning, particularly in the 
ſmall pox and meaſles, and are in this caſe like- 
wiſe dangerous. In children, they are ſome- 

| times 
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times joined to catarrhous fevers, and attended 
with a vomiting or purging; if the diſeaſe is on 
the decline, a ſwelling of the feet, and ſome- 
times of the belly, enſues, till a ſweat, either 
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ſpontaneous or excited by art, proves a ſolu- 


tion. 


The ſymptoms of the idiopathic miliary fever 
are generally theſe : a flight ſhivering is fol- 
lowed by a violent heat of the body, a great 
languor and depreſſion of the ſtrength to ſuch a 
degree that the patient often faints, a ſtricture 
of the præcordia, oppreſſion at the breaſt, deep 
ſighs, reſtleſſneſs, watchfulneſs, or at leaſt labo- 
rious and interrupted ſleep: a pungent heat is 
felt in the back, and alternations of heat, cold 
and ſhivering under the ſkin, particularly in the 
palms of the hands: in child-bed women, the 
lochia are retained, and the milk reabſorbed from 
the breaſts. The ſurface then becomes rough 
and wrinkled like a gooſe-ſkin ; and innume- 
rable ſmall puſtules come out, white, red, or 
both together, about the ſize and ſhape of mil- 
let-ſeeds, firſt on the neck, and afterwards on 
the breaſt, back, arms and hands. On the ap- 
pearance of theſe, the ſymptoms abate ; the 
pulſe, which was hard, contracted and quick, 
grows ſofter, freer and flower ; the patient gains 
ſpuits ; the ſkin becomes moilt ; and the belly, 
before 
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before ſo much bound that even flatulencies 
had no paflage, is relaxed, ſo as ſometimes to 
void the feces. By degrees the puſtules be- 
come ſmooth, and full of a fetid ichor, the u- 
rine grows higher coloured, a ſweat of an ill 
ſmell, peculiar to this diſeaſe, breaks out, the u- 
terine flux returns, in about ſeven days or long- 
er, the puſtules dry up, and fall off in little ſcales 
with a remarkable itching of the extremities, 
and the patient gradually recovers ſtrength. 


Red miliary eruptions are frequently chroni- 
cal, continuing for a conſiderable time without 
any fever, and often returning at certain ſeaſons 
of the year. The white are more dangerous 
and acute, and very rarely unaccompanied with 
a fever, though the itching and heat of the ſkin 
are much leſs violent than in the others: they 
are almoſt always attended with a copious ex- 
cretion of ſerum, by ſweat, thin urine, ſome- 
times ſpitting, and ſometimes watery ſtools. 


Both forts are of all the exanthemata the moſt 


ſubject to itching and pricking, and the moſt apt 
to return into the habit. , 


The miliary 1s leſs contagious than the other 
eruptive fevers ; nor does it depend ſo much on 
the conſtitution. of the air. It is rather endemic 
in particular places, than epidemic; and ariſes 


more 
* 
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more from an ill diſpoſition of the viſcera and Miliary © 


juices, than of the ſeaſons. Impure air how- 
ever always aggravates, and ſometimes renders 
it malignant; and at ſome times ot the year, 


particularly March and April, it is more fre- 


quent than at others. 


Light, ſweet, corruptible food, groſs and un- 
wholeſome liquors, or the too ſparing uſe of 
| ſuch as are wholeſome; a coſtive habit, deficiency 
of perſpiration, ſuppreſſions of cultomary eva- 
cuations of blood, or immoderate and weaken- 
ing diſcharges, diſpoſe to this diſeaſe. Perſons 


of a lax habit, and of a ſanguine or phlegmatic 


temperament, are more ſubject to it than others; 
children, more than adults; old people, than 
ſuch as are in the flower of age; women more 
than men, and in child-bed more than at other 
times: the fever uſually comes on about the 
third day after delivery, with oppreſſions at the 
breaſt, tremor of the heart, ſighing; watchful- 
nels, colliquative ſweats of an ill ſmell, and 
lometimes cold ſweats ; white miliary exanthe- 
mata appear ſometimes at the beginning of the 
tever, and ſometimes not till the ſeventh or four- 
teenth day from delivery. 


2 Though the cauſes of the miliary fever above 
aſſigned have always ſubſiſted, the diſeaſe itſelf 


has 
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has made its appearance only of late years, ſince 
the introduction of tea and coffee: it is chiefly 
among the drinkers of theſe, that miliary fevers 


are frequent. All warm liquors drive the im- 


pure and acrimonious humours, which would 
otherwiſe be carried off by urine, to the cuta- 
neous emunctories; where, ſtagnating from ex- 
ternal cold, they produce eruptions, and by de- 
grees alter the whole crafis of the blood. 


Coſtiveneſs, a ſedentary life, and neglect of 
ſuitable evacuations during pregnancy, render 
the miliary or milk-fever after delivery more vio- 
lent. A preternatural hardneſs and quickneſs 
of the pulſe remaining after a ſufficient eruption, 
with reſtleſſneſs, want of fleep, and difficulty of 
breathing, are unfavourable ſymptoms ; as are 
likewiſe profuſe ſweats from the beginning, co- 
pious pale-coloured urine, a conſtant inclination 
to diſcharge urine, a ſudden change of the urine 
from turbid and high-coloured to thin and pale, 
and a looſeneſs with gripes, eſpecially in child- 
bed women. The diſeaſe is dangerous, if the 
puſtules appear and diſappear, the ſymptoms 
continuing equally violent; and more fo, if after 
returning into the habit, they refuſe to come 
forth again, the oppreſſion at the breaſt, proſtra- 
tion of the ſtrength, ſighing, anxiety and reſtlef- 
neſs increaſing, with a ſtricture of the fauces. 


If, 
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If, whilſt the morbific matter remains within the 
body, the internal parts burn, and the extremi- 
ties are cold and tiff, or if the external parts are 
hot, and a ſenſe of cold is perceived in the ab- 
domen ; the patient dies, generally in a fainting 
fit, from an inflammation and ſphacelus of the 
viſcera or brain, | 


$ 2. Prevention and Cure. 


As child-bed women are ſo ſubje& to this dan- 
gerous diſeaſe, proper means ſhould be uſed 
carly for its prevention. During geſtation, a 
ſtrict regimen is to be obſerved, with moderate 
exerciſe, the belly kept from cold, ſome: blood 

taken away from the arm three or four times, 
and the alvine evacuations occaſionally promo- 

ted by manna, rhubarb, and the preparations of 

tartar. On the approach of labour, premature 

efforts, which weaken the ſtrength, and forcing 

medicines, which exagitate the humours, muſt 

be avoided. After delivery, the uterus is to be 

cleanſed, and the cacochymic indiſpoſition of the 

Juices removed: on the ſecond day, the commo- 
tions being allayed, all the excretions are to be 

gently promoted, and ſtrengthening balſamic 

pills given every other day, cither by themſelves, 

or, if the pulſe ſtill remains quick, along with 

nitre: at this time likewiſe may be exhibited, in 

thin 
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thin broths, medicines which abate ſpaſms, dif. 
ſolve grumous blood, and promote perſpiration , 
as ſpermaceti, oil of almonds, infuſions of cha- 
momile-flowers, elder-flowers, and milfoil-tops, 
diaphoretic powders, mixtures of ſimple aro- 
matic waters, with diſtilled vinegar and ſyrup of 
lemon-juice. 


The eure of the miliary fever is to be effected 
by relaxing the ſolids, diluting the acrimonious 


matter, nnd: promoting its expulſion through the 


pores of the {kin. The two firſt intentions art 
anſwered by barley-water, whey, and ſuch like 
liquors, to which may be added, for abating im- 
moderate heat, a little lemon-· juice or nitre : the 
laſt, by ſmall doſes of ſaffron and caſtor, or the 
mineral anodyne liquor with one-third its quan- 
tity of volatile aromatic ſpirit ; this mixture is 
found ſingularly ſerviceable, wherever the erup- 
tion proceeds too ſlowly, or the puſtules diſap- 
pear. 


8 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. The miliary fever, the moſt tickliſh of all 
diſeaſes, will bear no exceſs either in regimen or 
medicines. The patient muſt be kept in a mo- 
derate and equal warmth: too great heat ex- 
hauſts the Arength, occaſions anxieties, and an 

itching 
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itching and burning of the ſkin: cold impedes 
the eruption, and brings on a languor, and low- 
neſs of ſpirits : an unequal regimen, if it does 
not retard, at leaſt renders the puſtules unſtable. 
The changing of linen and bed-clothes ſhould a 
much as poſſible be avoided. 


2. On the firſt breaking out of this diſeaſe 
among us, when it was treated with warm alexi- 
pharmics and a hot regimen, almoſt every one 
that was ſeized with it, died: by the temperate 
method now purſued, numbers eſcape. The li- 
beral uſe even of common innocent hquors very 
warm, proves injurious, by raiſing copious ſweats, 
which too- much exhauſt the ſerum. Neverthe- 
leſs, in caſe of the retroceſſion of the puſtules, 
warm liquors are of immediate ſervice, and me- 
dicines likewiſe of a moderately warm nature 
have place. | 


3. Cooling medicines, and thoſe which too 
much abate the inteſtine motion, impede the ex- 
pulſion of the morbific matter, and thus danger- 
ouſly increaſe. the anxiety and languor. Even 
nitre is to be uſed with caution: in the red mi- 
llary eruptions, or a complication of the red and 


white, where there is great internal heat, with 


thirſt, and a large full pulſe, ſmall doſes of it are 


advantageouſly mixed with diaphoretics ; but in 
Yor. I. K the 


145 


Miliary 


Fever. 
— 


146 


Part I. 


Chap. 9. 
Ez —— 


P RFAICTICE: os 


the white, and wherever there are ſymptoms of 


malignity, 'or a chilneſs of the external parts 


with alternations of heat, it muſt entirely be ab. 


{tained from. 


4. For common drink may be uſed a decoc- 
tion of ſarſaparilla, ſcorzonera, and cichory. 
roots, with 'hartſhorn-ſhavings, barley, and a 
little fennel-ſeed. No diſeaſe bears the drinking 
of malt-liquors leſs than this. 


5. The belly muſt neither be kept too looſe, 
or too much bound: a long coſtiveneſs adds fuel 
to the diſeaſe, and prolongs it; and the mot in- 
nocent laxatives given too ſoon, by occaſioning 
a derivation of the morbid matter from the ſkin, 
bring on an oppreſſion of the præcordia, gripes, 
burning | heats in the belly, nauſea, and ſubver- 
ſions of the ſtomach. The belly muſt not be 
opened either a little before or a little after the 
eruption, nor till the diſeaſe is on the decline, 
and the puſtules begin to dry; and even then, 
ſcarce any thing but an emollient glyſter can be 
ventured on: this is to be injected in the time 
of the remiſſion of the ſymptoms, which is gene. 
rally greateſt in the morning. 


6. With regard to bleeding, the utmoſt cir- 
eumfpe don is * In the white miliary 
fever, 
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fever, and wherever an extreme depreſſion of Miliary 
the ſtrength, with profuſe ſweats, and a weak Teer. | 


quick pulſe, diſcover the diſeaſe to be of the 
malignant kind, it has no place. On the other 
hand, in child-bed women, where a retention 
of the lochia, and the ſymptoms commonly at- 
tending this fever, prognoſticate a miliary erup- 
tion, veneſection at the beginning is eminently 
ſerviceable, immediately removing the extreme 
anxieties of the præcordia, faintings, laborious 
and difficult breathing, and promoting a ee 
_— all over the body: 


7. As this diſeaſe is generally attended with 
great weakneſs and diſpoſition to fainting, the 
patient muſt never come out of bed or fit long 
upright; for in this poſture he is moſt apt to 
faint, and the puſtules, not without * to 
diſappear. 


8. Hamit Toy, in his treatiſe De Febre Miliari, 
commends bliſters in this diſeaſe, and with 
_ teaſon, as they drain off a part of the impure 
ſerous humours ; and, by ſtimulating the nerves, 


enable them more readily to throw off the mor- 


bific matter. Where the eruption proceeds 
flowly, and the motion of the humours is deter- 
mined towards the internal parts, bliſters are 
applied to the legs with much advantage. 
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84. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A young woman, chearful and active, of 
a ſanguineo- choleric temperament, ſubject be- 
fore marriage to hyſteric diſorders, and profuſe 
ſweatings in the arm-pits and feet; during 
pregnancy, became unuſually ſorrowful, and the 
ſweats ceaſed ; there was conſtantly a large ſe. 
cretion of milk in the breaſts, from the middle 
of geſtation; in the fifth month, a burning pain 
aroſe about the hypochondres, as if a coal had 
been applied to the part. After a laborious de- 
livery, the whole body was ſeized with an in- 
tenſe febrile ſhivering, followed by pain of the 
head and reſtleſſneſs. On the fifth day, the lo- 
chia ſtopt, anxieties of the præcordia ſucceeded, 
with alternate ſhiverings and heat, a burning 
heat in the belly, and at length a delirium. Af. 
ter the uſe of diaphoretics, and a temperately 
warm regimen, both red and white mihary e- 
ruptions appeared on the pit of the ſtomach, the 
neck, back and arms: from a violent fit of pa- 
ſion, the ſkin became parched and dry again, 
the delirium changed into rage, the milk, which 
after delivery had been extremely plentiful, was 
retained, rumblings aroſe in the belly, the 


breathing was intercepted, aud ſhe expired. 


2. A 
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2. A woman of thirty, of a tender conſtituti- Miliary 
on and great ſenſibility, on the ſudden death of Fever: 


her huſband, gave way to immoderate grief, the 


menſes ſtopt, ſhe became reſtleſs, had no fleep 


or appetite. Soon after, ſhe was ſeized with a 
ſhivering and heat, a tremulous agitation of the 
hands and neck, and a cynic ſpaſm of the mouth, 
with anxiety and faintings at times. On the uſe 
of antifpaſmodics and antihyſterics, theſe ſymip- 
toms abated a little, but ſtill returned now and 
then in a leſs degree, till on the third day, red 


and white miliary puſtules broke out all over 


the body, the belly being bound for ſome days 
before and during the eruption. The ſpaſnis 
now remitted, but ſleep was ſtill wanting, and 
ſhe had a conſtant inclination to urine, but a 
ſmall diſcharge. From a ſudden fright, the e- 
ruptions diſappeared, extreme anxieties of the 


præcordia came on, the former complaints re- 


turned, and ſeemed to diforder the ſenſes. Some 


blood being taken away, and the mineral ano- 


dyne liquor with volatile ſpirit. exhibited every 
three hours in a warm infuſion, the puſtules re- 
appeared on the third day, but from cold and a 
glyſter, greateſt part were driven in again. The 


patient now became conſiderably diſordered in 


mind, and burſt into laughter or tears without 
any manifeſt cauſe, but the bodily complaints 


ſome what abated ; ſhe took food, flept a little, 
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and by degrees was able to attend domeſtic af. 
fairs. After half a year, ſhe uſed the caroline 
waters, by which the eruptions were thrown out 
all over the body, which falling off in ſcales an 
the ſeventh day, the ſenſes and health were re. 
ſtored, | 


| z. A ſtrong young man, full of blood, was 
ſeized with chilneſs and ſhivering, followed by 


heat and great anxiety of the præcordia. A 


vein was opened on the ſecond day; on the 
fourth and fifth, white miliary puſtules came out 
thick over the whole body. The patient was 
kept in a warm room ;. he complained of an 
uncaſy weight and ſpaſmodic affection of the 
left ſide, had a ſtimulus to urine, but voided on. 
ly a ſmall quantity with difficulty ; the belly was 
bound for ſix, days. A decoction of oats and 
ſcorzonera-root, with poppy-ſeed and burnt 
hartſhorn, being uſed for common drink, and 
an abſorbent powder, with diaphoretic antimo- 
ny, and cinnabar given four times a-day ; he 
grew eaſier, he paſſed urine with leſs difficulty, 
and the puſtules came out more freely. On 
the ninth day, he bled a little at the noſe, and 
had a ſpontaneous looſe ſtool. The powders 
were, continued, and a flight opiate given to 


| procure reſt, which had been wanting from 


the 
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the beginning. On the eleventh day, he got 
well. 


4. A young woman, full of juices, of a ſan- 
guineo-choleric temperament ; on the third day 
after a laborious delivery, complained of a 
pain, as it were, in the ſkin, of the head, back 
and whole body, a ſpaſmodic ſtupefactive ſenſa- 
tion in the hands, and fiery ſparkles before the 
eyes, anxiety of the præcordia was joined, with 
a febrile heat, proſtration of the ſtrength, thirſt, 
watchfulneſs, redneſs and ſqualidneſs of the eyes. 
Gentle diaphoretics being uſed, and a temperate 
regimen, red miliary eruptions appeared on the 
fourth day, and on the fifth and fixth ſpread all 
over the body, with ſome white ones intermixed 


on the hands, breaſt and belly: after the ſixth 


day the belly was bound, and the lochia-were 
ſuppreſſed till the ninth, when both evacuations 
were procured by balſamic aloetic pills; the u- 
rine was extremely fetid. Profuſe acid fetid 
ſweats ſucceeded till the eleventh day, and the 
urine likewiſe was of an ill ſmell. Theſe diſ- 
charges proved a ſolution of the diſeaſe, and the 
ſtrength gradually returned. 


5. A woman of thirty-three, three weeks af- 
ter child-birth, from paſſion and a fright, had 
an eryſipelas of the right breaſt, which was dif- 
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cuſſed by a powder of bean-meal, ceruſs, and 


chamomile flowers. On the third day, a vio- 
lent ſhivering and coldneſs came on, followed 
by an intenſe heat, a hardneſs and tenſeneſs of 
the belly, and a reſtleſs night. Theſe ſymptoms 
continued three days: on the fourth, miliary 
eruptions appeared, which, after having afflited 
her three days longer with a burning heat and 
pungent pain of the ſkin, fell off, and the pati- 
ent gradually recovered. The only medicines 
made uſe of were the milder fixed diaphoretics, 
diluents, and emollient glyſters ; with balſamic 
laxative pills in the decline, 


6. A woman above thirty, who had been ſub. 
jeQed to a miliary fever at almoſt every lying-in, 
fell into labour the ſeventh time, before cuſtomary 
veneſection had been performed. On the fifth 
day from delivery, ſhe was ſeized with a fhiver- 
ing, followed by heat, anxiety, want of ſleep, pain 
of the head, and languor of the whole body: 
the lochia, which were in ſmall quantity from 
the firſt, ſtopt. On the fourth day, ſome milia- 
ry effloreſcences broke out, particularly on the 
pit of the ſtomach ; but the ſymptoms ſtill con- 
tinued, ſpaſms in the limbs and belly were join- 
ed, and the puſtules dilappearing again, the an- 
xieties increaſed, the patient became reſtleſs, 


life 


6ST a 


life was deſpaired of. About four ounces of Miliary 
blood being taken from the arm, the anxiety Bever. 
immediately abated, the faintings went off, the- 

ſenſes returned, a warmth and moiſture were 
diffuſed. over the whole body, the eruptions 
came out extremely numerous, and by proper 
treatment were happily cured. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER X. 


Of Errtpemirc, EXANTHEMATOUsS, Ca- 
TARRHAL FEVERS. 


§ 1. General Hiſtory. 


IE epidemic malignant catarrhal fevers; 

appear under the form of quotidian re- - 
mittents, running higheſt in the night, with ſe- 
rous defluxions, and proſtration of the ſtrength, 
and ſometimes attended with an eruption of 
ſpots on the ſkin. 


The face, from the beginning, aſſumes a mor. 
bid aſpect; and the patient, three or four days 
before he takes to his bed, complains uſually of 
wearineſs, a heavy pain of the body and limbs 


as if the bones were broken, a languor of the 


ſtrength, want of appetite, flight faintings, car- 


dialgic nauſea, headach, and interrupted fleep, 
with the belly bound. The fever comes on in 
the evening, preceded by a chilneſs and ſhiver- 
ing, and accompanied with ſuch a weakneſs, 
that the fick can ſcarcely keep upright, an in- 

| creaſe 
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creaſe of the headach, vertigo, and reſtleſſneſs; 

in ſome, an exquiſite pain of the back or "ag 
_ anxiety of the præcordia, burning heat of the 
internal parts, dryneſs of the fauces, a quick, 
weak, contracted pulſe, great difficulty of brea- 
thing, and pale- coloured urine without any ſe- 
diment. In ſome perſons, on the fourth, or a- 
bout the ſeventh day, ſpots break out upon the 
ſkin, particularly on the back, breaſt and arms, 
ſometimes with, ſometimes without relief; in 
ſome numerous, in others few; generally of a 
purple colour, ſometimes of a pale roſe- colour, 
or livid brown; ſometimes broad, ſometimes 
ſmall, moſt frequently like flea-bites, from which 
they are readily diſtinguiſhed by their leaving 
no red mark in the middle upon being preſſed. 
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The diſeaſe is now at its height; all the ſymp- 


toms are exaſperated, the patient gets no fleep, 
and becomes delirious, chill ſweats come on, 
and the pulſe is contracted and unequal, 


If to theſe be joined a ſtarting of the ten- 
dons, want of thirſt, rumbling in the belly, ſin- 
gultus, inflammation of the fauces from aphthæ, 
convulſions or ſyncope, with a coldneſs of the 
extremities, and profule ſweats; death is to be 
expected. But a copious warm ſweat, happen- 
ing about the ſeventh, eleventh, or fourteenth 
day, or a looſencls continuing for ſome days, 


though 
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though attended with a languor of the ſtrength, 
prove falutary ; eſpecially if the pulſe grows 
fofter, ſomewhat leſs quick, and more equal ; 
if the patient gains ſpirits, can lie with more 
eaſe, and becomes dull of hearing; or if the 
urine appears turbid, and depoſites a ſediment 
which laſt is an almoſt certain preſage of reco. 


very. 


Theſe kinds of fevers are generally epidemic, 
from a long continuance of hot, moiſt, foggy 
and cloſe weather ; eſpecially in the ſpring and 
autumn, and wherever there are great and ſud- 
den interchanges of heat and cold, moiſture and 


drought. Sometimes likewiſe they happen in 


the moſt wholeſome conſtitution of the air, to 
perſons who, from irregularities, have contraQ- 
ed an impurity of the juices, eſpecially in the 
winter, after expoſure to intenſe cold. Though 
they be of a contagious nature, yet thoſe who 
are not previouſly diſpoſed to theſe kinds of diſ- 
caſes, do not receive the infection. 


The ſymptoms vary according to the circum- 
ſtances of the fick. If the impurity be great, 
and tending to a putredinous diſſolution, they 
are all violent, the ſpots of a brown or black 
colour, and the diſeaſe fatal. Where the i juices 
are leſs corrupted, the [ymptoms prove leſs ve- 

hement, 
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hement, and the ſpots of a purple or pale roſe- Malignant 
colour. Where perſpiration has been ſuddenly S. 
checked, a coryza, ſneezing, violent cough, and 
defluxions of acrid humours on the fauces and 
epiglottis, are joined. Sometimes the petechial 
ſpots are preceded, accompanied or followed, by 
miliary eruptions, diſtinguiſhable by the itching, 
heat and roughneſs of the ſkin, and their pecu- 
lar fetid four ſmell. Theſe are ſometimes red, 

and ſometimes white; the latter, which are the 
moſt dangerous, ſometimes riſe into puſtules of a 
conſiderable ſize, filled with an extremely a- 
crid ſerum: if this happens in the decline, as 
about the eleventh or fourteenth day, or later, 
with great anxicty, reſtleſſneſs, difficulty of brea- 
thing, fainting, and coldneſs of the extremities, 


the patient, roſy: much exhauſted, generally 
dies, 


Perſons of a robuſt conſtitution, and accu- 
ſtomed to exerciſe, by a proper regimen only, 
often eſcape better, than ſuch as are naturally 
weak, or have become ſo from irregularities, 
ination, or fatigue of mind. Profuſe evacua- 

tions by ſweat, ſtool, or urine, happening at the 
beginning, or not on the critical days, are a dan- 
gerous ſymptom. Where the diſcaſe proves fa- 
tal, the patient is carried off by an inflammation 
of the meninges of the brain, or of the. fauces 

and 
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and tage or of the ſtomach. The blood 
drawn in theſe fevers, is either fluid, ſerous, and 
red ; or thick and blackiſh. 


# 


§ 2. General Method of Cure. 


The cure of theſe malignant fevers depends 
more on the conſtitution of the ſick, than the 
art of the Phyſician. If the juices be extreme. 
ly impure, the body lax and ſpongy, and not 
ſufficiently perſpirable, and the ſtrength deprel- 
{ed ; neither the choiceſt remedies, or the moſt 
ſkilful treatment, will avail. On the other hand, 
if the maſs of blood and humours be not greatly 
corrupted, nor the vital motions weak, or the 


ſpirits low; if the habit be nervous and ſlender, 


and the pores open; a ſalutary ſolution is to be 


expected, either nne. or with little al- 
ſiſtance from art. 


The general indications are, To prevent the 
putrid reſolution of the juices; by mild acids, as 
vinegar, lemon- juice, the dulcified acid ſpirits, 
particularly that of ſea- ſalt. To dilute and ob- 
tund acrimonious humours; by aqueous liquors, 
barley-water, ptiſans, weak chicken-broths, with 
lemon-juice, c. To promote the cuticular ex- 
cretion, by gentle diaphoretics ; and the alvine, 
by emollient glyſters, or manna, with cream of 
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tartar cautiouſly exhibited. To keep up and re- Malignant 
cruit the ſtrength; by the moderate uſe of wine, Ou. 

agreeable ſimple waters, and jelly of hartſhorn, 

with lemon-juice, ſweet orange-juice, and ſugar. 


$ 3+ Practical Cautions and Obſervations, with 
the particular Method of Cure. 


1. The principal point in the cure of theſe 
dangerous fevers, is a proper regimen. The 
ſick muſt be kept, through the whole courſe of 
the diſeaſe, in a moderate and equal heat. By 
too great heat, the diſſolutory motion of the 
blood is increaſed, the anxieties heightened, the 
belly dried, the humours rendered more acri- 
monious and impure, the ſtrength exhauſted, 
the ſweat forced out too early, too profuſely, 
and without relief, and the exanthemata propel- 
led to the ſkin. By the imprudent admiſſion of 
cold, eſpecially to the feet, perſpiration is apt to 
be checked, the eruptions repelled, gripes, di- 
arrhœa, and hiccups brought on, and the cri- 
tical evacuations diſturbed : nearly the fame ill 
conſequences happen from an unequal regimen, 
or too ſudden a tranſition from cold to heat, or 
trom heat to cold. The purity of air is of great 
importance: the ſick muſt never lie in a low 
room, or, confined ' air: when loaded with the 
morbid exhalations, it muſt: be cautiouſly diſ- 
charged, and renewed. 
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2. Particular care muſt be had to keep up a 


. — freedom and equality of perſpiration; for the 


moſt ſalutary excretion of the morbific matter, 
is by the cuticular emunctories. The linen and 
bed-clothes are never to be changed ; nor ſhould 
the bed be made about the time of eruption, 


or when a criſis is expected. It is adviſable to 
wear ſtockings and a night-gown in bed, that all 


acceſs of cold air may be ODOT 


3. An erect ſituation of the body and head, 
both in and out of bed, muſt be avoided, eſpe- 
cially where the pulſe is weak, the ſtrength 
greatly deprefled, and the diſeaſe at its height, 
The heart being now too weak to propel a ſuf- 
ficient quantity of blood perpendicularly to the 
head, the patient is apt to faint, the motion of 
the heart and blood is leſſened or ſtopped, the 
ſkin is. contracted, the exanthematous matter, 
now more malignant, is repelled, and being 
tranſmitted to-the nervous parts, excites convul- 
ſions, delirium, or mortal d eee | 


4. The wind ought to be an the ſpirits kept 
up, and all occaſions of dejection, fear, or pal- 
ſion, avoided. Many who otheewiſe might pro- 
bably have recovered, have died from the pre- 
dition and inculcation of death; all the ſymp- 
toms immediately growing worſe, 

5. The 


ME D/EC-1-NaE 


161 


5. The ſtomach is not to be loaded with broths Malignant 


or other animal food, either in the beginning 
or decline of the diſeaſe, much leſs at its height; 
for theſe farther oppreſs the ſtrength, generate 


crudities, and ſupply freſh fuel to the diſtemper. 


There are many examples of ill conſequences 
from nouriſhing foods taken freely, even in the 
decline, after all the fymptoms had abated ; 
ſuch as anxieties of the præcordia, reſtleſſneſs, de- 
preſſion of the ſtrength, and ſometimes death. 


6. With regard to medicines, thoſe of the 


more powerful kind, ſtrong volatiles, purgatives, 


emetics, diuretics, and the hot ſpiritous ſudo- 
rifics, are never to be given. Nothing is here 
to be effected by violent means. 


7. As this diſeaſe has periods of exacerbation 
and remiſhon, we mult carefully attend to theſe 
in the exhibition of medicines, which otherwiſe 
will be of greater injury than advantage to the 
ſick. During the heat and exacerbation, ſimple 
diluents, acidulous liquors, ſmall doſes of nitre; 
and a temperate regimen, are proper. After the 
paroxyſm, when the ſkin is more lax and ſoft, 
and more diſpoſed to excretion, gentle diapho- 
retics may be given. As the diſeaſe is frequent- 
ly carried off by a flux of the belly, this ſymp- 
tom is never to be ſtopped, more eſpecially about 

You. I, L the 
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the time that a criſis is expected: if nature in- 
; Clines to this evacuation without due ſucceſs, it 
may be ſafely promoted by manna, with cream 
of tartar and tamarinds. | 


8. Regard muſt likewiſe be had to the cir- 


cumſtances of the patient, for the ſame method 


of treatment 1s not proper for all. It the heat, 
both internal and external, dryneſs of the mouth, 
and thirſt, are great, ſo as to endanger a deli- 
rium, nitrous medicines and diluents are to be 
given frequently, but in ſmall quantities at a 
time. In ſluggiſh phlegmatic temperaments, 
and fearful diſpoſitions, where the heat is mild, 
without thirſt, the pulſe weak and languid, the 
ſtrength depreſſed, and the patient dull and 
ſleepy; abſtain from cooling medicines, and 
give repeated {mall doſes of gentle cordials and 
diaphoretics. If the eruptions approach to the 
nature of the red miliary puſtules ; antimonial 
diaphoretics, diluents, emulſions, and the mine- 
ral anodyne liquor, are molt to be relied on: in 
the white miliary eruptions, the anodyne liquor 
may be advantageouſly mixed with the volatile 
aromatic ſpirit. 


9. Though in theſe kinds of dangerous fevers, 
we are not ſo much to regard the ſymptoms, as 
the primary diſeaſe of which they are the effect; 

yet 
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yet ſometimes it is neceſſary to guard againſt Malignant 
their approach, or avert the danger threatened — 


after their appearance. In violent headachs and 


deliria, the beſt remedy is a chicken or pigeon, 
killed and cut open, and applied warm to the 
ſhaved head; or an epithem of bread, with ſalt, 
nitre, camphor, oil of rhodium, and cherry or 
peach - kernels, laid on the forehead and temples. 
Fainting, vomiting, hiccups, ſyncope, heart- 
burns, and extreme oppreſſions, are relieved by 
a plaſter of theriaca, exprefled oil of nutmegs, 
camphor, balſam of Peru, ſaffron, eſſence of le- 
mons and a little ſpirit of wine, applied to the 

region of the præcordia. In great heat and 
dryneſs of the fauces, jelly of hartſhorn, with 
lemon · juice and ſugar- candy, is of ſervice; as 
are likewiſe gargariſms of a decoQtion of figs, 
with ſyrup of mulberries and nitre. In great 
ſleepineſs, the calves of the legs, and ſoles, are 
to be rubbed with vinegar in which rue-leaves 
have been infuſed ; or a mild bliſtering plaſter, 
about the ſize of half a crown, is to be laid on 
the calves. If miliary eruptions repelled, occa- 
ſion anxiety and reſtleſſneſs, mix the volatile a- 
romatic ſpirit with dulcified ſpirit of nitre. In 


coughs, give oil of almonds and extract of ſaf- 
fron, 


— —„— 


10. Bleeding at the noſe is an alarming ſymp- - 


tom, If the flux indeed is moderate, and the 
„„ body 
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body full of blood, it proves rather ſalutary than 
injurious; but this is rarely the caſe. A few 
drops give no relief, but rather preſage a deli. 
rium and inflammation of the fauces : by a co- 
pious haemorrhage, the ſtrength is depreſſed, 
the cuticular excretion checked and diverted to 
the internal parts, and the eruptions dangerouſ. 
ly repelled. We are therefore to guard againſt 


the afflux of blood to the head, by keeping the 


feet conſtantly in a moderate warmth and moi- 
ſture, and avoiding cold ; by applying a bliſter, 
which gives little pain to the calves of the legs, 
and keeping the belly open, either by nitrous 
medicines given frequently in ſmall doſes, or by 
glyſters, or by manna. If the diſcharge from 
the noſe is too ſparing, and yet a redneſs and 
fierceneſs of the eyes, and ſtrong pulſation of 
the temporal arteries, ſhew that the blood flows 
impetuouſly to the head; beſides the revulſions 
above mentioned, and cupping in the nape of 
the neck, it is adviſable to promote the evacua- 
tion, by forcing a ſtraw up the noſtrils, or by 
ſcarification. Exceſſive fluxes of the belly may 
be moderated by adding to the diaphoretic pow- 
ders, a few grains of caſcarilla ; though exter- 
nal medicines, as a balſam compoſed of expreſ- 


{ed oil of nutmegs, eſſential oil of mint, and bal- 


ſam of Peru, anointed on the abdomen, are here 


to be preferred to internal ones. In profuſe 
ſweats, 
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ſweats, avoid too much heat from bed-clothes, 
abſtain from warm liquors, and give ſmall doſes 
of ſlight aſtringents along with nitre. If vomit- 

ing and hiccups are violent, nothing is more ef- 
fectual than the liniment above recommended, 
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applied externally, and the anodyne liquor ta- 


ken internally. 


11. VeneſeQion, in theſe eruptive fevers, is to 
be uſed with caution ; and proves of greater ſer- 
vice for the prevention than the cure. In preg- 
nant women, and ſuch as are hable to immode- 


rate uterine hemorrhages, and likewiſe in per- 


ſons of both ſexes, who are ſubject to ſeorbutic 
miliary eruptions ; after a hard winter and ſpring, 
bleeding is a good preſervative, But in great 
depreſſion of ſtrength, when the diſeaſe is al- 
ready formed, when catarrhous affections are 
joined, and putrid or malignant fevers are epi- 
demic; veneſection is entirely to be abſtained 
from. With regard to evacuation of the firſt 
paſſages; if the ſtomach has been overloaded, 
eſpecially with improper food, a grain or two of 
emetic tartar, diſſolved in an infuſion of manna, 
may be given with much advantage ; but theſe 
kinds of medicines have place only in the begin- 
ning of the diſeaſe. Some highly recommend 
bliſters ; which doubtleſs have their uſe, where- 
ever there is any danger of the retroceſſion of 

LS: the 
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Part I. the exanthemata, where the eruption proceeds 

Chap-19; flowly, and the patient is dull and heavy: in 

ES theſe caſes, bliſters applied to the arms or legs, 
have ſoon occaſioned a copious effloreſcence all 
over the body. A mild bliſter is here to be pre. 
ferred to the common ones. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Of the PETECHIAL FEVER. 


& 1. General Hiſtory of the Petechial Fever. 


1 E petechial fever is a malignant contagi- Petechial 


ous diſeaſe, with great depreſſion of the 
ſtrength, and petechiæ, or ſmall ſpots on the 
ſkin, like flea-bites, which leave no red ſpeck in 
the middle on being preſſed, and come forth 
without any burning, itching, rifing or rough- 
neſs of the ſkin. Theſe proceed from a corrup- 
tion and putrid diſſolution of the fluids; and 
from that circumſtance, for the moſt part, r. 
tend death. 


The ſick complain uſually, from the begin- 
ning, of ſuch a proſtration of the ſtrength, that 
they can ſcarcely walk or ſtand upright, with- 
out fainting; a degree of weakneſs, which, in 
other fevers, happens only at the height: a heat 
and pain of the head are joined, with dulneſs, 
ſolicitude, dejection and deſpondency of mind. 
There is no refreſhing ſleep, but a conſtant 


L 4 watchfulneſs; 
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watchfulneſs; the appetite entirely fails; the 
lively colour of the face is loſt; the pulſe is 
ſmall, languid, and unequal; the fick are ex. 
tremely reſtleſs, and lie in unuſual poſtures, and 
the limbs are as it were convoluted ; the fibres 
of the muſcles are convulſed, with a kind of un- 
dulatory motion ; the tendons ſtart and are con- 
tracted; the breaſt 1s opprefled, and ſometimes 
a dry cough is joined. Many have no thirſt, 


. heat, pain, or anxiety; and make no complaint 


but of languor and want of fleep. The urine 
at firſt is like that of perſons in health. On the 
fourth, fifth, or ſeventh day, the petechiz ap- 
pear, chiefly on the back and loins: they are 
more or leſs numerous; of various colours, and 
for the moſt part rather ſymptomatical than cri- 


tical. 


So far are theſe ſpots from proving ſalutary, 
that their number is a mark of the corruption of 
the juices; a livid, a blackiſh green, or a leaden 
hue, indicate a gangrenous corruption : thoſe 
who recover, are relieved, not by the eruption, 
but by profuſe ſweats of an acid fetid ſmell, or a 
critical flux of the belly. The greater number 
die, either of a mortification of the ſtomach, in- 
teſtines, or other viſcera, or a phrenitis, or an 
inflammation of the fauces and ceſophagus : the 
corpſe emits an intolerable ſtench. The pre- 

lages 
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fages of death are, want of thirſt, or an un- | Perechial 


Err one; the tongue dry, chapped, and 
blackiſh ; the fauces inflamed and covered with 
filth, with a difficulty of deglutition ; a ſhortneſs 
of breathing, and ſtraitneſs of the breaſt, remain- 
ing and increaſing after the eruption, or an in- 
creaſe of the delirium and other ſymptoms after 
a ſweat and flux of the belly; the urine neither 
appearing turbid, nor depoſiting a ſediment; a 
great diſorder of the mind, catching as at light 
bodies in the air, ſtarting of the tendons, invo- 
luntary ejection of the feces, cold ſweats, and 
convulſions, which intercept the breathing. 


Theſe malignant fevers ariſe in part from an 
unwholeſome conſtitution of the atmoſphere : 
moilt, cloſe, foggy weather, impedes the ſaluta- 
ry excretion of the corruptible parts of the 
blood and juices, which conſequently are accu- 


mulated in the body: in theſe ſeaſons likewiſe 


the common grain and other vegetables uſed in 
food, are leſs wholeſome and refreſhing, and 
yield, on fermentation, leſs ſpirit than when 
produced in warm and dry ſummers. Putrid 


exhalations from ſtagnant waters, excrementiti- 


ous animal matters, or animal bodies corrupt- 
Ing, are another principal cauſe of theſe putrid 
diſtempers. The perſons molt ſuſceptible of the 


Fevers. 
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ntection are thoſe of a phlegmatic and ſanguine 


temperament, 
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temperament, a lax and ſpongy habit, a fearful 
and anxious diſpoſition; whoſe ſtrength has 
been exhauſted, or conſtitution broken, by 
luxury and intemperance, or by abſtinence, 
watching, labour, or hzmorrhages ; and cachec. 
tic women, whoſe menſes are ſuppreſled. 


Theſe kinds of fevers are frequent in the ar- 
my, from alternate expoſure in the field to a 
moiſt hot and a moiſt cold air, ſleeping unſhelter. 
ed in marfhy places, unwholeſome food, drink- 
ing ſtagnant and putrid waters, hunger, watch- 
ing and fatigue, and the noxious exhalations 
from the excrements of men and other animals : 
the diſeaſe, however, does not uſually make its 
appearance, till reſt and full meals have ſucceed- 
ed in the winter-quarters. In hoſpitals, jails, 
and other places where a number of people live 
together in confined air and ill accommodated, 
theſe fevers are alſo frequent. 


& 2. Prevention and Cure, with Practical Ober- 


vations. 


1. The cure of theſe malignant fevers is to be 
attempted in the ſame manner as that of the 
foregoing ; but ſuch certainty or ſucceſs is not 
to be expected in the cure as in the prevention 
of them. Purity of air, regularity in the non- 

| naturals, 
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naturals, and the moderate uſe of wine, are ef. Petechial 
fectual preſervatives. When theſe diſeaſes are er. 


epidemic, avoid places of a low ſituation, cloſe 
ill aired houſes, and let the moiſture of the air 
be corrected by fire and fumigations : abſtain 
from every thing that may weaken the body, or 
impede the natural excretions, as violent com- 
motions and fatigue of mind, long watching, 
exceſſive venery, and cold; and from whatever 
may generate crudities in the firſt paſſages, as 
unwholeſome food or liquors, or exceſs in ſuch 


as are wholeſome, the conſtant ſmoking of to- 


bacco, the immoderate uſe of coffee, a liquor 
not friendly to the ſtomach, and much leſs ſo to 
the nervous ſyſtem. Good wine, Rheniſh in 
particular, is to be drank both at meals and in 
the mornings: thoſe who made uſe of this me- 
dicine, with moderate exerciſe and a proper diet, 
were not affected by molt ſickly ſeaſons. After 
the criſis of the fever alſo, wine properly drank 
is ſuperior to almoſt every other medicine: it 
raiſes the ſtrength, reſiſts putrefaction, and pro- 
motes the cuticular excretion. 


2. With regard to the cure, acids, as lemon- 
juice or diſtilled vinegar, mixed with the ptiſan 
or other liquors uſed for common drink, are the 
molt effectual remedies, at the beginning, for 


abating heat, and preventing putrefaction. Such, 


medicines 


—ͤ — 


Phyſician, Repeated obſervations have ſhewn, 
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medicines as, by keeping up the ſtrength, atte. 
nuate the ſaliva, and promote expectoration, are 
likewiſe of much advantage ; for ſcarce any one 


who ſpits freely has been obſerved to die 
of theſe diſeaſes : with this intention, oxymel of 


{quills may be joined to alexipharmic mixtures, 
Volatiles, ſudorifics, a warm regimen, and hot 
liquors, which ſome practitioners recommend, 
are highly improper ; for by theſe, the putredi- 
nous motion and orgaſm is increaſed, and a 
greater depreſſion of the ſtrength brought on, 


3. In the decline of the diſeaſe, no excretion 
is more ſalutary than a flux of the belly. lt is 
obſervable, that theſe kinds of fevers rarely go 
off by a ſweat or hemorrhage alone, but fre- 
quently by a diarrhoea happening on the ſe- 
venth, ninth, or eleventh day, though nothing is 
of worſe conſequence than a violent flux at the 
beginning. If the ſolution of malignant, ca- 
tarrhous, and exanthematous fevers, be effected 
by this evacuation, the patient remains free 


from white miliary eruptions, which otherwiſe 


frequently ſupervene about the eleventh day, 
when the pulſe has become equal. | 


4. As this is the method which nature follows, 
it ought likewiſe to be carefully purſued by the 


that 
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art in the cure-of putrid, malignant, and peſti- 
lential fevers, conſiſts chiefly in the prudent uſe 
ol proper laxatives, not at the beginning, but on 
the days called critical, that is, from the ſeventh 
to the fourteenth. Acrid purgatives, even ſenna 
not excepted, are highly injurious : the moſt 
proper are manna with cream of tartar and ta- 
marinds, ſolutive ſyrup of roſes ſtrengthened by 
falts and duly diluted, or the purging mineral 
waters. | 


5. With regard to bleeding, Phyſicians are 
not agreed; and indeed theſe fevers differ ſo 
much from one another, that experience muſt 
be had recourſe to in particular caſes. - Thus 
much is certain, that it is an uſeful preſervative, 
in plethoric habits, and ſuch as are accuſtomed 
to high feeding and a ſedentary life : in theſe 
caſes, thoſe who have been blooded, have either 
remained free from the diſorder, or had it mild- 
er than others. 


6. Particular care muſt be had, that the ſto- 
mach, which in theſe diſeaſes is extremely 
weak, be not loaded with food. The prejudice 
of the common people, that the ſtrength is to be 
repaired by plenty of aliment, has been deſtruc- 
tive to many; the fever, after promiſing a ſalu- 

tary 


173 


that whatever advantage is to be expected from Petechial 
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tary iſſue, being brought back again, and pro- 
ving then more dangerous than at firſt. 


§ 3. Hiſtories of Cafes. 


1. In 1683, the troops of Brandenburg 
brought from Hungary, where they had been 
ſent againſt the Turks, into their winter-quar- 
ters in the principality of Minden, a malignant 
petechial camp-fever, which ſpread ſuccefhively 
through many towns and villages. Beſides the 
great proſtration of ſtrength, and other - cuſto- 
mary ſymptoms of malignants, there was com- 
monly at the very beginning a violent and laſt- 
ing pain of the head, particularly in the fore- 
part, with a vertigo, redneſs of the eyes, tingling 
of the ears, forgetfulneſs, followed by a deliri- 
um. Some complained of hoarſeneſs, infarction 
of the breaſt, burning heat of the fauces, and 
ſaline catarrhs. Livid and yellowiſh petechiæ, 
appearing early and covering the body, were 
always a mortal ſymptom. In ſome the corrup- 
tion ran ſo high, that walking for a little time 
on a cold floor, produced a ſphacelus of the 
ſoles, of which I ſaw two examples. All thoſe 
who were treated with too hot or too cold a re- 
gimen, or with warm alexipharmics, died. 
Thoſe on whom the ſpots were few and red, 
and the common people who had recourſe nei- 
| thers 
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ther to medicines nor to Phyſicians, by the Petechial 
i ink! Fevers. 
uſe of a temperate regimen and drinking | 


whey, had a criſis on the fourteenth day, ei- 


ther by profuſe cold weakening ſweats, or a 
diarrhoea. A dulneſs of hearing, coming on in 


the decline, and continuing ſome time, was ſa- 


lutary. Thoſe who eſcaped were ſome months 
in recovering perfect health. In many a ſwell- 
ing of the feet or belly ſucceeded, with a flow 
fever and want of appetite. Some, eſpecially 
thoſe who expoſed themſelves too ſoon to the 
cold air, contracted a heavineſs of the head and 
difficulty of hearing, and ſome continued deaf 
through their whole life. Water acidulated with 
ſpirit of nitre, in the proportion of about fifty 
drops to a quart, drunk plentifully warm, was 
of ſervice: in ſome it procured a bloody flux of 


the belly, which relieved the headach and other 


ſymptoms ; but thoſe who were cured by this 
medicine, laboured ſomewhat longer than others 
under a weakneſs of the ſtomach and inteſtines. 
The medicine which I directed to almoſt every 
one, conſiſted of burnt hartſhorn, crabs eyes, a 
little nitre and camphor, with rob of elder-ber- 
ries, vinegar and water ; which, when given re- 
peatedly on the firſt attack, frequently put an 
end to the diſeaſe, To prevent the progrels of 
the contagion, the ſick were ordered to be as 


much as poſlible kept apart from thoſe in health. 


Good wine to be uſed moderately, with a due 
oblervance 
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obſervance of the non-naturals; blood to be 
drawn in groſs plethoric habits, and a gentle 


diaphoretic to be taken every other morning in 
bed. | 


No country is more fruitful of malignant fe- 
vers than Hungary and Pannonia. The great 


heat of the days, even in Autumn, and the cold- 


neſs of the nights, the plenty of animal food 
and ſweet wines, and the inſalubrity of the wa- 
ters, diſpoſe the humours to corruption, and di- 


ſturb the courſe of perſpiration. The diſeaſes 


of the climate are felt moſt ſeverely by ſoldiers 
unaccuſtomed to it, expoſed to its viciflitudes, 
and to moiſture from low encampments. 


The Hungarian fever is particularly” diſpoſed 
to affect the head, eſpecially in thoſe who a- 
bound with blood: hence bleeding is adviſable 
on the firſt attack. Where the ſtomach is over- 
loaded with vitious humours, a mild but effec- 
tual emetic, and a laxative alſo are proper. 


commonly order a decoction of manna, with 


half a dram or a dram of ipecacuanba, or an in- 


fuſion of manna in wine, with two grains of e- 


metic tartar; after which, mild diaphoretics take 
place far more effectually. 


Another 
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Another remarkable enieaiuriey of this fever Petechial 


is the profuſe cold ſweats, of a vapid acid ſmell, 
continuing for ſome days and nights, and pro- 
ving a ſalutary criſis.— Though theſe, contrary 
to other cold ſweats, are favourable, they never- 
theleſs ſhew a great diſſipation of heat and 
{trength. Analeptics are on no occaſion more 
neceſlary than in this caſe : the body is alſo to be 


Fevers. 
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wiped and rubbed with warm linen cloths to 


excite heat, leaſt the patient ſhould fink when 
on the brink of recovery. 


Profuſe ſweats from the beginning, continuing 


through the courſe of the diſeaſe, ſhow a danger- 


ous colliquation and diflolution of the blood. 


2. A robuſt young man, of a ſedentary life, 


alter drinking ſtrong malt liquor, and after ex- 
poſure to cold, complained of a pain of the teeth, 
wearineſs, and unuſual languor. Next day ſuc- 
ceeded a cough, ſpitting, coryza, flight heat, in- 
creale of the weaknels, loſs of appetite and fleep, 
frequent ſhiverings and coldneſs of the extremi- 
ties, and a confuſion of the head. On the 
tourth day, he took-to his bed, and drank whey 
made with citron- juice; from whence he was 
ſeized with a looſeneſs, and had upwards of twen- 
ty ſtools in twenty-four hours: the ſtrength be- 
came more depreſſed, a tremor and delirium en- 

Vor, I. M ſued, 
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ſued, and on the fifth day petechial ſpots appear- 
ed, without relief: on the ſixth, the urine and fe- 
ces were voided involuntarily, he breathed with 
difficulty, and at night expired. 


3. A woman above thirty, ſubject for ſome 
years to menſtrual irregularities; languid and 
thin, after the cure of malignant fiſtulæ of the 
cheeks, fauces, and glands of the neck, left 
by an eryſipelas of the head ; complained of a 
ſudden intenſe pain of the head, with dulneſs, 
drowſineſs, weakneſs, and a violent dry cough. 
The debility increafed daily, ſhe had no appe- 
tite or ſleep, the breathing was ftrait and labo- 
rious, the pulſe frequent but weak. On the 
ſixth day, ſmall ſpots appeared on the breaſt; 
on the ſeventh, a delirium came on, followed 
by convulſions and death, after which the ſpots 
became more conſpicuous. Soon' after, her 


brother, who had grieved immoderately, com- 


plained of a pain of the head and limbs, depref- 


ſion of the ſtrength, loſs of appetite and ſleep: 


on the fourth day, petechiz appeared, and the 
fymptoms abated ; but on the ſeventh, the pe- 
techial eruptions were ſucceeded by miliary 
ones, with an increaſe of the heat, reſtlefineſs, 
and anxiety. Nevertheleſs, by degrees he got 


0 well, without the uſe of any other medicines 


than 
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than abſorbent powders, ſome ſimple waters, Petechial 


and ptiſan. 


4. A young man of twenty, after quarrels and 
a fright, had a fleepleſs night, and, for ſome 
days following, a debility, laſſitude, and loſs of 
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appetite. On the fifth day, he was ſeized with 


a ſhivering, anxiety, and preternatural heat, 
with a quick weak pulſe. An emetic was gt- 


ven immediately, ſome blood taken away, and 


bezoardics and nitrous powders ſubjoined. On 
the ſixth day, red ſpots came out, and ſome 
blood dropped from the noſe ; the urine was 
like that of perſons in health ; he had little or 
no ſleep, but retained ſome ſtrength, and was 
able to riſe now and then, and walk about the 
room. On the ſeventh day, having fat up a 
quarter of an hour, ſufficiently covered, and 
warm, he ſuddenly fainted, moſt of the petechiæ 
diſappeared, and thoſe which remained looked 
black; great anxicties of the præcordia enſued, 
and the patient became furious, ſo as to draw 
a {word on the attendants. A bezoardic pow- 
der, with nitre and camphor, ſomewhat abated 
the delirium, but the weakneſs increaſed, ſhiver- 
ings continued, convulfions came on, and in the 
evening he expired, 


5. A lady of forty, of a corpulent, lax, 
ſpongy habit, who had daily indulged her ap- 
M 2 : petite 
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petite in a variety of foods, ſweets, acids, milk 
and wines, was attacked with the uſual ſymp. 
toms of a malignant fever, then epidemic, laſ. 


ſitude, reſtleſſneſs, ſhivering, pain of the head 


and back, and next day anxieties of the przcor. 
dia, and proſtration of the ſtrength. A mild 
emetic brought up a large quantity of vitiated 
humours, and relieved the anxiety and headach. 
On the third day, a conſiderable quantity of 
blood was taken from the arm, which, on cool. 
ing, contracted a glutinous cruſt : after this ſhe 
grew worſe, a continual ſleepineſs came on, the 
face grew tumid, and the fauces ſqualid ; the 
urine thin as in health. On the fifth day the 
breathing grew difficult, and, after a reſtleſs night, 
red ſpots appeared on the neck, back and hands, 
which relieved the anxieties, but did not remove 


the ſleepineſs. Glyſters procured large fetid 


ſtools; and on the ſeventh day a plentiful ſweat 


broke out, - the patient nevertheleſs continuing 
motionleſs and inſenſible. Wine was coveted, 
and gave relief. Three hours after, four ounces - 
of Rheniſh were again allowed: the ſtrength 
was remarkably recruited, the ſweat grew more 
profuſe, the fleepineſs and ſtupor went off, 
and a laxative every other day completed the 
cure. 


6. A clergyman, from attendance on a dar- 
ling ſon in a malignant fever, was ſcized with 
| | the 
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the ſame diſeaſe. An extreme languor, pain of Petechial 
the head and limbs, reſtleſs ſleep, anxiety and Nevers. 


burning heat about the præcordia, and a total 
loſs of appetite, were joined by a ſwelling of 
the tonſils, and a burning heat of the fauces : 
on the fifth day he grew delirious, colliquative 
ſweats came on, and on the ninth he calmly ex- 
pired. At the ſame time, his wife, with a young 
lady a relation, ſuffered the ſame ſymptoms and 
the ſame termination. The diſeaſe ſpreading 
through the reſt of the family, ſeven in number, 


the pains of the head ſuggeſted veneſeQion, 


which was performed in the feet : the fever pro- 


ved milder, petechial and miliary ſpots came out, 
and all the ſeven eſcaped. 


It is obſervable, that the three who were not 
blooded, had no eruption, and died under a high 
delirium, which may perhaps have been owing 
in part to great grief. Whether bleeding be 
really uſeful or hurtful in theſe malignant exan- 
thematous fevers, is not yet aſcertained among 


Phyſicians, nor can any rule be given that ſhall 


hold in them all. Large experience has afford- 
ed me this practical canon: If the patient be ple- 
thoric, of large veſſels, and accuſtomed to vene- 
ſection; if the diſeaſe comes on in health, and 
does not ariſe from a putrid conſtitution of the 
ar; if it quickly affects the head, ſo as to 
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— I. - threaten a delirium, a. moderate quantity of 
blood, taken from the feet, either before, or 
ſoon after the attack, can never do harm: ſuch 
circumſtances warrant bleeding, even in the 


Hungarian fever, or the plague. 


CHAP. 
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Of the PLaGus. 


§ 1. General Hiſtory of the Diſeaſe. 
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HE true peſtilential fever, or plague, is a Peſtilen. 


molt acute diſeaſe, ariſing from a poiſon- 
ous miaſma imported from ſome eaſtern coun- 
tries. And unleſs this contagious matter, by the 
vigour of the vital motions, be quickly expelled 
by buboes or carbuncles, the diſeaſe generally 
proves fatal. 


The plague differs from other contagions, in 
being the moſt acute with which we are ac- 
quainted ; ſometimes proving fatal, not only on 
the firſt or ſecond day, but even on the attack. 
It does not ariſe, in our climates, from any irre- 
gularities in life or diet, or inſalubrity of the air; 


but, even when the condition of the air is moſt 


healthy, attacks people of every conſtitution, 
ariſing ſolely from a peculiar and foreign conta- 
gion. This contagion is propagated, not only 
by the human body, but may adhere to any po- 
M 4 rous 
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rous ſubſtance, and may from thence be com. 
municated with full vigour to thouſands. Its 
activity, however, is deſtroyed by cold; and 
hence, in northern climates, it is a rare diſeaſe. 


The numerous and ſevere ſymptoms attend- 
ing this diſeaſe, are nowhere better deſcribed 
than by the ancient hiſtorian THUcvpiprs, 
when he gives an account of the plague at 
Athens, in treating of the Peloponneſian war, 


Patients, he obſerves, were firſt affected with 


violent pain and great ſenſe of heat in the head; 
the eyes appeared red and inflamed ; the fauces 
and tongue acquired a bloody appearance ; re- 
ſpiration became difficult and fetid. To theſe 
ſymptoms ſucceeded ſneezing and hoarſeneſs, 
ſtricture at the breaſt, and violent cough ; many 
alſo were affected with hiccup. The body to 
the fee] externally did not ſeem remarkably - 
warm; but internally there was a ſenſe of burn- 
ing heat, ſo that patients could not bear even the 
ſlighteſt covering in the way of bed-clothes. 
They had an earneſt deſire to throw themſelves 
into cold water; and many, who were not ſuffi- 
ciently attended to, plunged themſelves into 
wells, where they attempted to allay their inſa- 
tiable thirſt, With theſe ſymptoms they had 
alſo conſtant watchfulneſs, 


The 
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The body, while the diſeaſe continued violent, 
did not ſeem to waſte. Thoſe, therefore, who 
died in a few days, were cut off while ſome de- 
gree of vigour yet remained ; while thoſe who 
ſurvived this period, when immoderate diarrhoea 
came on, periſhed from weakneſs. The diſeaſe 
ſometimes affected the extremities, as the hands 
or feet; and ſeveral eſcaped with the loſs of 
theſe, ſome with the loſs of eyes. Some were 
affected with forgetfulneſs, ſo as to be totally ig- 
norant of every circumſtance, either reſpecting 
themſelves, or their friends. 


No remedy was diſcovered from whence ma- 
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terial benefit could be ſaid to be derived in this 


affection; for what was ſerviceable to one, proved 
prejudicial to another. No ſtate of body, as far 
at leaſt as reſpected ſtrength or weakneſs, was 
proof againſt the affection, and people of every 
mode of living fell equally victims to it. One 
of the moſt diſtreſſing circumſtances was the de- 
jection of mind which prevailed throughout the 
whole diſeaſe. For when any one underſtood 
he was affected, he gave way to deſpair; and 
thus the diſeaſe was aggravated from no endea- 
vours being made to ſtruggle againſt it. At- 
tendance on the ſick was the molt ready means 
of infection, which greatly aggravated the fata- 
lity of the diſeaſe. 

; What 
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What the peculiar nature of the ſpecific con. 
tagion is, by which the plague is excited, can- 
not be determined à priori, as it is not obvious 
to the ſenſes. But the peſtilential poiſon, what- 
ever it be, when introduced into the body, 


quickly diſturbs and perverts every function; 


and unleſs it be ſpeedily propelled from the in. 
ternal to the external parts, it proves ſuddenly 
fatal. Here a falutary termination does not 
happen as in other febrile diſeaſes, by ſweating, 
{tool, urine, or the like. Theſe, on the con- 
trary, whether happening ſpontaneouſly or in- 
duced by art, for the moſt part are the forerun- 
ners of a fatal termination: the only perfect, 
ſalutary and critical termination of a plague, 
is by tumours on the ſurface, which uſually ap- 
pear on the third or tourth day, and the ſooner 
they take place the more 1s the violence of the 
diſeaſe mitigated. Theſe tumours are of two 
kinds: the firſt have been called by the Greek 
name of bubo, a term in common to many tu- 
mours. The peſtilential buboes chiefly affect 
glandular parts, moſt frequently they attack the 


inguinal or axillary glands ; ſometimes the pa- 


rotid, the ſubmaxillary, thoſe in the neighbour- 
hood of the larynx, or thoſe of the breaſt. They 
at firſt begin under the form of hard, glandu- 
lar tumours, with a tenſive pain and ſenſe of 
heat. If 25 be of a favourable kind, they 

gradually 
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gradually enlarge, become ſoſter, and terminate Peſtilen. 
in ſuppuration. The ſecond kind of peſtilential Leer. 


tumours have been termed anthraces or carbun- 
culi; theſe are of a ſmall ſize, hard to the feel, 
and of a livid or black colour. They ſeem to 
contain a ſanious fluid, and are ſurrounded by 
an inflamed circle. The ſkin above them is 


firmly attached to the . tumours below, and, in 


many caſes, a ſeparation, as in the caſe of gan- 
grene, takes place between this and the ſound 
kin, the tumour falling out like an eſchar, lea- 
ving a cavity. From theſe carbuncles no part 
of the body is exempted ; but they are chictly 
ſituated in the membranes of the muſcles, and 
in the fibrous ſubſtance of the ſkin, on the back, 
the arms and the thighs. | 


Thoſe to whom the plague proves fatal, com- 
monly die on the ſecond or third day from ſyn- 
cope. But ſome alſo are cut off at later periods 
from ſphacelus induced, particularly when it af- 
fects the viſcera. In other caſes, they die from 
ſymptomatic fever, induced by the inflammation, 
pain, and intolerable heat of the peſtilential tu- 
mours. After death, the body ſoon acquires a 
peculiarly fetid ſmell, and the progreſs of the 
ſwelling and putrefaction is very rapid. 


§ 2. 
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8 2. Method of Prevention and Cure. 


As it is certain that the peſtilential virus is 
entirely brought from diſtant countries, the 
greateſt ſecurity muſt conſiſt in avoiding con- 
tagion. Hence the juſtice of the remark of 
_ SancTorIvus, who obſerves, that thoſe who 
propoſe any other effectual means of avoiding the 
plague than by flight, are either groſsly ignorant or 
wiſh to enrich themſelves by wicked impoſition. 
But where this is unattainable, all who remain ex- 
poſed to the infection ſhould live temperately, 
avoiding every exceſs, but chiefly guarding 
againſt affections of the mind: they ſhould ſhun 
every thing which can depreſs the ſpirits, re- 
ſtrain perſpiration, or generate crudities in the 
primæ vie. To thoſe who are much among 
the ſick, it ſhould be recommended, that they 
ſhun ſwallowing the ſaliva ; that they frequently 
waſh their mouths with vinegar or wine, and 
ſnuff up the ſame fluids into the noſe. It is 
alſo proper, that they ſhould take frequently 
ſmall quantities of Rheniſh wine, or of the ace- 
tum bezoardicum, diluted either with wine or 
water. The liberal uſe of lemon- juice alſo, - 
which 1s much employed by the Turks, is to be 
recommended, | 


As 
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| 
As an external means of prevention, iſſues Peſtilen. 
have been ſtrongly recommended; and the ad- Fever: 


vantages derived from them, as recorded by 
Hi.danus, demonſtrate the utility of the prac- 
tice. Perhaps the good effects obtained from 
them, ariſe from the contagious matter being 
diſcharged by theſe emunctories. The unuſual 
ſwelling and tumour taking place about the iſ- 
ſues, corroborates this opinion. But probably 
alſo, the confidence derived from them, as is 
the caſe even with amulets againſt the plague, 
is productive of conſiderable benefit. 


In the treatment of this affection, it ſhould 
be the obje& of a Phyſician, in the firſt place, 


to promote, by the aid of nature, the expulſion, 


of the peſtilential poiſon, by proper paſlages, 
particularly by the critical tumours; and ſecond- 


ly, to ſupport the ſtrength of the patient, and to 


obviate urgent ſymptoms. But by what reme- 
dies theſe ends are molt ſucceſsfully to be ac- 
compliſhed, is not determined; and, from my 
own experience, I can offer no remarks. The 
method of cure is nowhere more accurately de- 
ſcribed, than by that learned and experienced 
Phyfician Jo. Lancivus. He adviſes, that the 
belly ſhould firſt be opened by gentle glyſters ; 
and that afterwards a ſweat ſhould be excited, 
which, in proportion to the age and ſtrength of 
the 
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the patient, ſhould be ſupported for two, three, 
or more hours. Six or ſeven hours after the 


ſweat, when the ſtrength has been recruited, 
by the uſe of broths, he direQs, firſt blood. let. 


ting, and afterwards the uſe of cordial alexi. 


pharmics. In the decline of the diſeaſe, where 
the appetite was languid, he had recourſe to 
rhubarb, caſſia, manna and tamarinds ; he di- 
rected, that the ulcers formed by the buboes 
and carbuncles ſhould not be ſuddenly heated, 
and that the patient ſhould be recruited by ge. 
nerous diet and drink. With reſpe& to the 


treatment of buboes and carbuncles, when theſe 


appeared, he direQed cupping, or the applica- 
tion of hot plaſters and poultices formed of the- 
riaca, flower of muſtard, onion-root, and the 
like. He ordered the opening of the abſceſs 
before maturation, by ſcarification, cauſtic, or 
even actual cautery. By this mode of cure, he 
obſerves, that, under the aid of Divine Provi- 
dence, many recovered. 


$ 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


The obſervation of SancTor1vs, that few of 


' thoſe of better rank can be recovered from the 
plague by the aid of medicines, while a greater 


proportion of the common people recover with- 
out them, is well worthy of attention. Where 
nature 
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nature is ſtrong and robuſt, the cure will ſuc- Peſtilen. 
ceed better when committed to her, than if im- Fever. 


peded and diſturbed by the interpoſition of art. 
Nothing ſeems to be more pernicious, than to 
have recourſe in this diſeaſe to the alexipharmic 
roots, as they have been called, when given 
merely by themſelves; ſuch as angelica, ſe- 
pentaria, imperatoria, and the like. Theſe in- 
creaſe the anxiety at the præcordia, augment 
the heat, and promote the diſſolution of the hu- 
mours. But although hurtful by themſelves, 
they have been found uſeful when combined 
with acids. And much benefit has particularly 
deen derived from the aqua cardui benediQi, 


combined with vinegar. The acetum theria- | 


cale alſo has been productive of good effects. 
Theſe alexipharmics, combined with acids, 
however, are chiefly uſeful on the firſt day. 
And indeed all medical aſſiſtance, unleſs ex- 
hibited within the ſpace of twenty-four hours 
from the attack, will be of no avail. 


Of all the remedies which have been employ- 
ed in the plague, none have been found more 
uſeful than acids. Theſe, either given by them- 
ſelves, or united with abſorbent earths, as crabs 
eyes, calcined hartſhorn, Armenian bole, or the 
like, have been ſtrongly recommended by Fr A- 
CASTORIUs, MINDERERUS, and others, both for 
the prevention and cure of the diſcaſe. 


In 
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In this diſeaſe alſo, much benefit may be de- 
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Chap. 12. rived from emeties; for in plagues, it is a prin- 


cipal indication that the poiſon ſhould be quick- 
ly expelled from the body. And, as in many 
caſes there is reaſon to believe, that it is firſt at. 
tached to the ſaliva, and deſcends into the ſto- 
mach before being carried to the blood, the 
molt ready outlet is thus afforded for it. lt is 
here therefore of the utmoſt importance, that 
vomiting ſhould be excited as ſoon as poſſible. 
Accordingly, a remarkable caſe is mentioned by 
Rlvralus, where the diſeaſe was removed from 
vomiting having been excited, by titillation ot 
the fauces with a feather dipped in oil. 


Concerning the utility of veneſection authors 
are divided, ſome extolling, others condemning 
its uſe. Upon the whole, it would ſeem that 
it ought never to be praiſed immediately up- 
on the attack of the affection, while tremor and 
tear are ſtill very great; but on the ſecond or 
third day, if plethoric ſymptoms be urgent, and 
the ſtrength permit of it, when employed to a 
moderate degree, it may be uſeful. 


Diſputes have alſo ſubſiſted, with reſpect to 
the uſe of nitre. Theſe are to be determined by 
paying due attention to the ſymptoms and con- 
ſtitution of the patient. If the patient be ple- 

| thoric, 
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choric, of a ſanguine temperament, and affected Peſtilen. 
with intenſe thirſt, great heat, and ſevere head- x erer. 


ach, nitrous medicines are uſeful. But where 
torpor and ſleepineſs occurs, where the pulſe is 
weak, the extremities cold, and the patient un- 
der the influence of great fear, nitrous medi- 
cines ſhould be abſtained from. Where nitre 
is to be exhibited, it is always ſafer that it ſhould 
be given with camphor than alone, | 


The ſkilful treatment of the critical tumours, 
is, in the management of plague, an object of 
great conſequence. If the buboes riſe ſlowly, 
recourſe muſt be had'externally to cupping or 
bliſters. If they ſoon become protuberant, 
ſuppuration muſt be promoted by cataplaſms of 
figs, white lily roots, roaſted onions, or the like. 
When they have ſuppurated, they muſt be open- 
ed and dreſſed with the balſamum arcæi and 
unguentum baſiliconis. As the fluid contained 
in the anthraces is more liable to corruption, 
ſuppurative applications are not to be employed, 
but the falling off of the incruſtation is to be 
promoted by acrid plaſters; and when theſe 
have fallen off, the parts below are to be dreſſed 
vith unguentum Zgyptiacum. 


With reſpe& to regimen, as in other exan- 
tiemata, a great degree of heat in the bed- 
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Part IJ. chamber is to be avoided. But, on the other 

Chap: 12 hand, cold is equally to be ſhunned, leſt the e. 
ruption of the tumours ſhould be impeded, 
and the diſcharge of the ſubtile poiſonous mat. 
ter through the pores of the ſkin in any degree 
intercepted. 
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51. General Hiſtory of the Erſipelatous Fever. 


E is a fever attended with a florid 
LL red ſwelling of ſome particular part, not 
loſing its colour on being prefled, of a burning 


heat and pain, but without tenſion or pulſa- 
tion, 


This diſorder is by no means ſo light and in- 
nocent as is commonly imagined: it is often 
dangerous, ſometimes fatal, and diſcovers great 
affinity with the moſt terrible of all diſeaſes, the 
peſtilential fever. Like that fever, it frequent- 
y comes on very ſuddenly, with great ſhivering, 
heat, proſtration of the ſtrength, violent pain of 
the head and back, vomiting, and delirium : 
the eruption happens about the fourth day: the 
malignant matter, as in the plague, often affects 
firſt the inguinal glands, and thence deſcends, 
tervid and burning as it were, to the feet; ſome- 
| times fixes in the mammary and axillary glands, 
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and occaſions a ſuppuration of the part. The 


eryſipclatous fever, however, differs from the 


peſtilential, in not being contagious, nor of equal 
virulence or danger. 


The eryſipelas is commonly divided into true 
and ſpurious. The true or ſimple afteQs only 


the ſurface of the ſkin, and readily yields to pro- 


per remedies: the ſpurious or ſcorbutic, is lodged 
deeper, more difficult of cure, of longer conti- 
nuance, and apt to terminate in unkindly ul- 


cers. 


The eryfipelatous fever is ſometimes idiopa. 
thic, ſometimes ſymptomatic. In the anaſarca, 
aſcites, and inveterate jaundice, it not unfre. 
quently accedes as a fatal fymptom : it is like. 
wiſe often complicated with wounds of the ner. 
vous parts, particularly of the ſkull and its mem- 
branes, and with fractures of bones, to the great 
danger of the patient, 


In ſome perſons, particularly the young, the 
diforder is mild, neither affecting the glands, or 
raiſing a high fever: the eryſipelas appears in 
the feet about the ſecond day, and by a free- 
dom of perſpiration ſoon goes off. In cacochy- 
mic perſons, and thoſe of an advanced age, the 
feyer runs high, the pain and reſtleſſneſs are 

more 
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more violent, and the liſorder, without extreme 
care, proves of long continuance. and dithcult 
cure. | 


If the eruption happens in the feet, the tibiæ 
look bright, and if the diſeaſe be violent, a pain 
ſhoots along the legs, which is exaſperated by 
every flight touch. If in the face, the ſæin grows 
gradually red and tumid, with numerous wate- 
ry veſicles ; the eyes are cloſed by the ſwelling, 
the breathing is difficult, the noſtrils and fauces 
very arid and dry, generally a dulneſs and 
lleepineſs attend, and ſometimes from the neigh- 


bourhood of the brain, the patient is in danger 


of a mortal phrenſy or lethargy. If the breaſts 
be affected, they ſwell, often become hard as 
a ſtone, with exquiſite pain, and are apt at length 
to ſuppurate. An eryſipelas under the arm-pits, 
is accompanied with a moſt violent pain, and 
generally terminates in an abſceſs. In children, 
it happens moſt frequently in the umbilical re- 
gion, from thence ſpreads over the abdomen, 


with violent ſymptoms, and proves for the moſt 


part fatal. 


There is a ſingular ſpecies of eryſipelas, rare- 
ly mentioned by the ancients, called by PLiNy 
zoter, by later writers zona, or the ſhingles. It 
lurrounds the body, a little above the navel, in 
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form of a red zone ſome inches broad, of a moſi 


intenſe heat, with ſeveral acrid puſtules which 


burn like fire ; this ſpecies 1s dangerous, and 
ſometimes fatal. But the moſt malignant of all, 


1s that which, in aged cacochymic perſons, af- 


ter great weakneſs, and ſometimes in putrid and 
peſtilential fevers, happens in the region of 
the heart, or in the hands, or other parts 
of exquiſite ſenſation, and which in a little time 
turns livid, and afterwards black, a ſign of ap- 


proaching death. This is deſcribed by Pla. 
'TERUsS under the name of macula lata. 


This diſeaſe is moſt common to perſons of 2 
ſanguine and choleric diſpoſition, to the young 
and plethoric, to pregnant women, ſcorbutic and 
cacochymic old people. "Thoſe who have fuf- 


fered it once, are ſubje& to ſeveral returns: it 


is ſometimes annual, and even menſtrual. In 
theſe caſes, if the patient be old and of an ill ha- 


dit, it generally at laſt carries him off. 


The cauſes which bring on the eryſipelas in 
thoſe diſpoſed to it, are chiefly violent paſſions, 
particularly fear and anger ; immoderate heat 
and ſudden cold ; the omiſſion of cuſtomary ar- 
tificial evacuations, or ſuppreſſion of natural eva- 


cuations of blood. 


An 
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An eryſipelas which comes out without any 
great fever, on any of the leſs noble parts, if the 
patient be young, and the body not impure, is 
attended with little danger: by an increaſe of 
perſpiration, the tumour gradually ſubſides in a 
day or two, the heat and pain go off, the red 
colour changes into a yellow, and the cuticle 
chaps and ſcales off. The diſeaſe is ſometimes 
even falutary, and has proved a happy ſolution 
of convulſive aſthmas, and convulſive colics. 


A large and deep eryſipelas, where the part 
affected is of exquiſite ſenſation, and the habit 
impure, is always dangerous: its red colour 
either changes into a livid and black, a fign of 
mortification, or the tumour cannot be diſcuſſed, 
and leaves malignant ulcers and fiſtulæ, or at 
lealt a large ſwelling remains, not eaſy to be re · 
moved. Thoſe who die of this diforder, are 
carried oft by a fever, which is generally attend- 
ed with a great difficulty of reſpiration, ſome- 
times a delirium, and ſometimes fleepineſs. 


§ 2. Method of Cure. 


The indications of cure are, to moderate the 
tebrile commotion if too great, and promote it 
if nature be too weak, to expel the morbific 
matter, to obtund the acrimonious irritating 

" 2 humour, 


199 


Eryſipel. | 
Fever - 
— 


2 ͤů 4 Ge —— >. os 
2 8 = 


— ——  — — — 


4 X 

1 n 
* 

4 4 

1 

4 

Z ; 

i] 

5 

. 

t 4 
: 

* 

* } 

. \ 

| : 

i 

4 7] 

4 0 

* 


. o 


humour, and finally to diſcuſs the omg. 
tion. 


The expulſion is promoted by the mixtura 
ſimplex. with dulcified ſpirit of nitre; tincture 
of ſcordium or pimpinella, with an equal quan- 
tity of the mineral anodyne liquor, or an infuſi- 
on of ſcordium, elder- flowers, and fennel-ſeeds. 
Nitrous medicines moderate the efforts of na- 
ture, and a mixture of the volatile aromatic 
ſpirit, with the anodyne liquor, ſupport them. It 
they are neither immoderate nor deficient, rob of 
elder-berries, with a little burnt hartſhorn, given 


in elder- flower nn. is the moſt e 
medicine. 422; 


| For obtuniling the acrimony of the humours, 
beſides the remedies already mnetioned, water- 
gruel, or decoctions of hartſhorn- ſhavings, ſcor- 
zonera, althea, liquorice, china- root, and fennel- 
ſeed, are to be uſed as common drink. The 
diſcuſſion of the inflammation is effected by ex- 
ternal applications; but of theſe there are ſcarce 


any that can be uſed with ſafety, excepting a 


powder of elder-flowers and liquorice, to be oc- 


caſionally ſtrewed on the part. 
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8 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. A continual gentle diaphoreſis is to be 
kept up, particularly in the part affected: this 
greatly mitigates the pain, and promotes che 
| diſcuthon. 


2. Emetics, purgatives, bleeding, frequently 
invite the matter back into the blood, whence 
a high fever, intolerable pains of the ſtomach, 
and other dangerous ſymptoms; which do not 
yield till the eruption re-appears : gentle diapho- 
retics, and a bliſter applied to the part which it 
occupied before, promote this effect. 


3. Moſt kinds of topics repel the eryſipela- 
tous humours, with the ſame ill event. Thoſe 
which have in many caſes appeared ſerviceable, 
or at leaſt innocent, have in others been mani- 
teſtly prejudicial, 


4. If the tumour begins to turn livid, if the 


pain ſinks deep, and ſeems to reach to the peri- 
olteum, a ſuppuration is to be expected. In 
this caſe, ſuppurative applications are always to 
be mixed with antiſeptics, ſuch as the empla- 
{trum commune, with camphor and ſaffron. Af- 
ter the . of the pus, which ought to be 
made 
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made ſucceſſively, and not all at once, a balſa. 
mic liquor, compoſed of tinctures of St John's 
wort-flowers, balſam of Peru and myrrh, with 
ſome drops of ſpirit of turpentine, is to be in. 
jected, to prevent the abſceſs from changing into 
a fiſtulous and malignant ulcer, | 


5. If a contmuance of the ſymptoms, after 


the eruption, and a change of the colour to 


a browniſh red, threaten a mortification, give 
internally nitre and a little camphor, and apply 
frequently to the part, with double linen cloths, 
warm mixtures of lime-water, camphorated ſpi. 
rit of wine, litharge vinegar, with tinctures of 
ſcordium and myrrh. 


6. If the patient be plethoric, and accuſtomed 


to ſpiritous liquors, it is adviſable to bleed at 


the beginning, particularly if the diſorder aftefts 
the head. After the evacuation, care mult al- 
ways be had to keep up a freedom and n, 
of perſpiration. 


7. In the chronical ſcorbutic eryſipelas, gentle 
laxatives and diaphoretics are to be given alter- 
nately, with a decoction of the woods, cichory- 
toot, and dandelion-root, for common drink. 


8. Eryſipelatous 
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8. Eryſipelatous affections, often returning, Eryſipel. 
which are never without danger, are moſt effec- Fever. 


tually prevented by a ſtrict regimen, and the 
uſe of mineral waters. When theſe cannot be 
employed, bleeding in the ſpring and autumn, 
and gentle purgatives, which purity the blood, 
are chiefly to be depended on. 


& 4. Hiſtories of Cafes. 


1. A man of thirty, of a pale complexion, 
and ſedentary life, after a violent fright and ex- 
poſure to rain, had a ſhivering fit for an hour, 
followed by intenſe heat, with a pain in the 
groin, laſſitude, inability of moving the right 
foot, retching and reſtleſſneſs. On the third 
day, a red burning tumour appeared on the foot, 
which, from various external applications, and 
drinking plentifully of cold liquors, was diſcuſ- 
ſed, but ſucceeded by another very large one 
on the ancle, which ſuppurating, was attended 
with a fever, and intenſe pain of the part. The 
abſceſs, when opened and cleanſed by balſamics, 
promiſed well. But after ſudden paſſion, a freſh 
ſhivering came on, followed by intenſe heat of 
the whole body, a fever, conſtant watchfulneſs, 
and ſwelling of the left ham, which could not 
be diſcuſſed, and which prevented the patient 
from being able to extend the foot, or lye on 


the 
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Part I. the fide affected. The tumour ſuppurated, an 
abſceſs was formed in the thigh, which diſchar- 
ged a great quantity of pus, and brought on 
extreme emaciation. Nevertheleſs, by injections, 
plaſters, and internal medicines for purifying 
the blood, a complete cure was obtained. 


2. A man of fixty-eight, formerly ſubjeQ to 
an hemorrhoidal flux, which had diſappeared 
for two years, after travelling in hot moiſt 
weather, and drinking, whilſt in a paſſion, a 
large draught of ſtrong liquor, was ſeized with 
a ſhivering and vomiting, ſucceeded by a moſt 
intenſe heat, affecting the head, diſturbing the 
ſleep, and occaſioning an alienation of mind. 
Next day a tumour and burning pain were com- 
plained of in the groin, which, on the third, ex- 
tended over the whole thigh and tibia. The 
former ſymptoms now remitted, but the pulſe 
remained quick, and the patient became le- 
| thargic. A volatile tincture was given internal- 
lys ſpirit of ſal ammoniac applied to the noſtrils, 
and a diſcutient cataplaſm to the part affected. 
The ſleepineſs increaſed fo much, that the pati- 
ent could not be awaked : on the ſixth day, the 
red colour of the foot changed to brown ant 
black, the face became red and ſwelled, the 
belly, bound from the beginning, returned five 
ineffectual 
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neffectual glyſters; and on the eighth day, a Eryſipel. 
difficulty of breathing. and death enſued. n erer. 
| The volatiles and external repellents were 73 
| here extremely ill judged ; and bleeding, with 
| a laxative, at the beginning, as imprudently o- 
mitted. | 


3. A lady upwards of thirty, after, expoſure 
to cold moiſt air, was ſeized with a ſhivering, 
heat, reſtleſſneſs, and, on the third day, an ery- 
ſipelas in the leg, which being foon ſubdued, 
ſhe was plentifully blooded to prevent a return. 

In a little time it appeared again in the ſame 
place, and continued longer than at firſt ; bleed- 
ing was repeated, but in a fortnight the eryſi- 
pelas came on again. Abſorbent powders, with 
nitre, ſcarifications and laxatives were uſed, but 
the inflammation ſtill returned every two months, 
and the foot was conſtantly weak and ſwelled. 
The caroline waters, with a ſtrict regimen, and 
the frequent uſe of a balſamic elixir, effected a 
cure of the eryſipelas; and rheumatic pains, 
which followed for ſome weeks, were removed 
by a ſecond courſe of the ſame waters. 


The-repeated bleedings were in this caſe very 
improper, for the diſeaſe ſeems to have proceed- 
ed from a deficiency of perſpiration, which 
that evacuation tended farther to ſuppreſs. 


4. A 
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4. A gentieman upwards of fifty, ſubject to 


Chap: 13. ſcorbutic miliary eruptions, was ſeized ſuddenly, 


after intenſe cold, with a languor, reſtleſſneſs, 
loſs of ſleep and appetite, and ſhivering, ſuc. 
ceeded by heat, with a flight diſorder of the 
ſenſes. Theſe ſymptoms continued near three 
days, when an intolerable burning heat' was 
complained of, from the præcordia to the back, 
and a red zone appeared all round the body, 


full of white and blackiſh red puſtules. Mild 


diaphoretics being given internally, and the o. 
leum ovorum applied towards the end externally, 
the pain abated in a fortnight, the puſtules 


dried up, and the {kin became rough and ſealed 


off. 


5. A gentleman of ſixty, of a thin habit, had 
an eryſipelas twice a- year about the ancle, which 
ſometimes ſuppurated. A cautery being made 
betwixt the ancle and the knee, the ſwelled 
foot, tied with a bandage, dipped in camphora- 
ted ſpirit, the groſs foods which he had been ac- 
cuſtomed to abſtained from, broths, with parſley, 
cichory and ſcorzonera- root taken in the morn- 


ings, and the purging waters, with one-third 


wine, for common drink, he has long been free 
from any return. 
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07 the INFLAMMATORY FEVER. 
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91. G eneral H iftory of the Inflammatory Fever. 


HE febris acuta ſanguinea, or fynocha of 
the Greeks; is an univerſal inflammatory 


CO T0" 


Inflam- 


matory 
Fever. 


fever, beginning with only a flight chilneſs, and 


ſcarce any ſhivering; coming on with its full vio- 
lence at once, and continuing without abatement 


or exacerbation till the criſis; the pulſe large 
and full, 


This fever happens moſt frequently in the 
ſpring and ſummer; to young plethoric perſons, 
of a ſanguine or ſanguineo-choleric tempera- 
ment, accuſtomed to bleeding ; from drinking 
cold liquors, or a ſuppreſſion of perſpiration, 
when the body is overheated. It is ufually di- 
vided into fimple and putrid : the firſt happens 
in healthful conſtitutions, from a mere ſtagna- 
tion and accumulation of laudable blood in the 
{mall 
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ſmall veſſels, and proves mild, and of ſhort dy. 
ration : the other, in impure habits, where the 
{ſtrength has been exhauſted by preceding dif. 
caſes, anguiſh of mind, venery, or irregularities; 
it continues to the fourteenth and even to the 
twenty-firſt day, attended with much more vio- 
lent ſymptoms, a proſtration of the ſtrength, and 
ſometimes brown or black fpots on the ſkin, 
which threaten immediate danger. There is 
.alfo an epidemic ſynocha, which for the moſt 
part is complicated with a catarrhous fever: this 
is moſt frequent in the autumn and winter, to 
ſuch perſons as are full of blood and j juices : it 
begins with the uſual ſymptoms of the ſynocha, 
and about the fourth day, if ſkilfully treated, al- 
ſumes a catarrhous appearance : the defluxions 
and cough continue for a conſiderable time, 
teazing the patient during the night. 


The criſis of this fever is for the moſt part a 
copious ſweat, and not unfrequently a plentiful 
hemorrhage from the noſe, which in other fe- 
vers is a leſs favourable ſolution : ſometimes 
likewiſe it goes off in a flux of the belly; but 
this happens only when complicated with ſome 
degree of malignity. If properly treated, by 
bleeding and antiphlogiſtics, a falutary criſis 
happens often on the fourth day ; if theſe arc 
omitted, the fever, unleſs very flight, runs on to 
the tourteenth or- * day. When fatal, 
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the patient generally dies of a gangrenous in- 
flammation of the meninges, ſtomach, inteſtines, . 
or other parts. 


C2. Method f Cure, with Practical Cautions 
and Obſervations. | 
1. The cure is to be effected by bleeding, an- 


tiphlogiſtics, diluents, and the milder diapho- 
retics. 


2. Copious and early bleeding is in no fever 


more neceſſary than in the ſynocha. But we are 
not to follow the advice of ſome of the ancients, 
of letting the blood run till the patient faints: it 


is better to repeat the operation, if requiſite, 
than take away too much at once. Thoſe who 


have an averſion to veneſection, have been re- 
lieved by leeches applied to the neck and medi- 
an vein. If the blood moves impetuouſly to the 
head, ſo as to occaſion a ſtrong pulſation of the 
temporal arteries, a tumidneſs and redneſs of 
| the eyes and face, and only a few drops of blood 


fall from the noſe; the diſcharge is to be promo- 


ted, in order to prevent a delirium, either by 
ſcarifying the noſtrils, as practiſed by the Egyp- 
tians, or forcing up a ſtraw. 


3. After bleeding, diluents impregnated with 
acids and nitre, are the principal remedies; and, 
Vor. I. O 


PRA CTIHC9 ay 


if taken in ſufficient quantity, not only abate the 
heat and thirſt, but likewiſe raiſe a fweat, and 
procure ſleep. 


4. When a critical ſweat has begun to appear, 
the milder diaphoretics may be given to pro- 
mote it; but before this period they have rarely 
place, unleſs in mixture with lemon-juice or 
nitre. The warmer alexipharmics, wine, warm 
liquors, and a hot regimen, muſt be avoided, as 
theſe, by farther increaſing the heat of the blood, 


- aggravate the ſymptoms, and render the tever of 


longer duration. Even the putrid and malig- 
nant ſynocha, does not bear the warm bezoardic 


tinctures. 


5. The belly ſnould be kept open, not by the 
ſtronger purgati ves, but by glyſters of whey, ho- 
ney, and oil of almonds, with a little nitre and 


common ſalt. In the decline, when figns ot 
coction appear in the urine, the remains of the 


ferer may be purged off by manna, cream of 
tartar, caſſia, or rhubarb. 


6. This fever, in young perſons, and thoſe of 
a ſanguine temperament, is often attended with 
a continual ſleepineſs; a ſymptom not danger. 
ous, and which yields to a cataplaſm of juniper- 
berries, ſal ammoniac, and vinegar, applied to 

| | the 
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the ſoles of the feet. A delirium likewiſe, from 
the omiſſion of veneſection at the beginning, 
has frequently continued without danger to the 
criſis. | 


7. But if, from improper management, the 
negle& of bleeding, or the exhibition of warm 
medicines, white miliary eruptions, a frequent 
attendant of the acute fevers of our times, ſuper- 


| _ vene, the diſeaſe proves highly dangerous. If, 


after the belly has been long bound, a ſudden 
and profuſe diſcharge of bilious and corrupted 
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feces ſucceeds, accompanied with gripes, the pa- 


tient for the moſt part dies, and the inteſtines, 
upon diſſection, are found mortified. 


83. Hiftories of Cafes. 


1. A gentleman of twenty-four, florid and full 
of blood, in the ſpring, having, when violently 
heated by exerciſe, gone into a cellar to drink 
wine, complained next day of an univerſal weari- 
nels and flight chilneſs, which were followed by 
an intenſe heat, quick pulſe, anxiety, laborious 
breathing, and an oppreſſion at the breaſt : on 
the third day, the temporal arteries beat ſtrongly, 
the head ached and became tumid, the eyes were 
protuberant, the patient had no ſleep, and be- 
gan to be delirious. At this time, ſome blood was 
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taken away, a ſaline mixture given in ſmall doſes 
every two hours, ſmall beer with ſome drops of 
ſpiritus nitri dulcis uſed for drink, and the belly, 
which had been coſtive for ſome days, opened 
by emollient and laxative glyſters. The urine 
became concocted, and depoſited a red ſedi. 
ment ; when ſome gentle diaphoretics being gi. 
ven, the ſymptoms gradually abated, and a copi. 
ous ſweat, on the ſeventh day, proved a complete 


ſolution. 


2. A gentleman of twenty-five, corpulent and 
full of juices, of a recluſe ſedentary life, in the 
ſpring, after hard exerciſe in the evening air, 
complained of wearineſs, loſs of appetite, a reſtlels 
night, and afterwards of ſlight ſhivering, ſucceed- 
ed by great heat, anxiety, an extremely high 
pulſe, and fluſhing of the face: the belly was 
coſtive, the urine red and pellucid. A volatile 
warm medicine, and ſudorific regimen, procu- 
red no reſt, but increaſed the anxiety and diff. 
culty of breathing ; the patient began to be de- 


lirious ; and on the third day, a burning pain of 
the fauces, and a difficulty of deglutition, came 


on. By veneſection, the uſe of nitrous medi- 
cines, glyſters, gargariſms, and a diſcutient epi- 
them applied to the throat, the pain and tumour 
abated; a profuſe hæmorrhage from the noſtrils 
enſued on the ſeventh day; and a copious ſweat, 
on the eighth, completed the criſis. 
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z. A tradeſman, recovering from a violent in- 
flammatory fever, which had laſted fourteen 
days, was, upon eating too freely, immediately 
ſeized with extreme anxiety, difficulty of brea- 
thing, reſtleſſneſs, and total proſtration of the 
ſtrength, and in twenty-four hours expired. 


| The convaleſcents ought ſtudiouſly to avoid 


irregularities, and too haſty repletion ; as theſe 
are apt to bring back the fever, which, on its ſe- 
cond return, proves more dangerous than at 


firſt, 


4. In February 1729, after an uncommonly 
ſevere and variable winter, a fever, compounded 
of the inflammatory and catarrhal, was epide- 
mic in ſeveral parts of Europe. It came on with 
2 weight of the head and whole body, loſs of ap- 


petite, lowneſs, intenſe heat, and a quick, large, 


and ſometimes unequal pulſe. Some had from 
the beginning a flight diſorder of the ſenſes, and 
tremor of the limbs; others, a conſtant ſleepi- 
neſs, and dejection of mind; none could bear an 


erect poſture without fainting. Where this diſor- 


der was treated as the ſimple inflammatory fever, 
by plentiful bleeding at the beginning, ſaline dia- 
phoretics, dilyents, and a temperate regimen, 
the fever went off in a copious ſweat on the 
fourth day; but coughs, defluxions, reſtleſs 
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nights, and ſometimes rheumatic pains of the 


limbs, were complained of to the fourteenth. 
When bleeding was omitted, and warm medi- 
cines made uſe of, the fever continued violent to 
the fourteenth day, or longer, with a delirium, 
conſtant watchfulneſs, acrid and ſtubborn ca- 
tarrhs : ſometimes petechiz appeared, and the 
patient died. | 
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Of the ARDENT or BILIOuSs FEVER. 


F1. General Hiſtory of the Ardent or Bilious 


Fever. 


LL acute fevers, accompanied with great 


heat, thirſt, anxiety and quickneſs of the 
pulſe, are commonly called ardent or burning 
fevers ; but this name is more peculiarly appro- 
priated to one ſpecies, differing from the reſt 
both in the ſymptoms and cure, and which is 
commonly {tiled the b:Uipus renitting fever. 


The true ardent fever is attended with an in- 
tenſe burning heat of the whole body, and an 
unquenchable thirſt : the tongue 1s dry, rough, 
chapt, and black : the pulſe quick, ſmall and 
weak : the eyes clear, bright, of a reddiſh caſt : 
the nails livid : the face and ſpittle yellow: the 
urine of a deep bile colour; and fetid bilious 
matters are voided copiouſly by ſtool. All the 
ſymptoms are exaſperated every other day, as in 
the tertian remitting fever, of which this is ma- 
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nifeſtly a ſpecies. It uſually terminates on the - 
ſeventh day, either in a ſalutary ſweat, or in a 
fatal inflammation of the ſtomach, duodenum, 
and the parts communicating with the biliary 
ducts. 


This fever is frequent in Aſia, Greece, Fevpt 
and Italy ; but in our more temperate climate is 
rarely ſeen. It happens only in very hot ſum- 


mers, to perſons of a bilious conſtitution, and 
great ſenſibility; from the immoderate uſe of 


ſpiritous liquors, fatigue of mind or body, and 
obſtruction of perſpiration. In the room of the 
true ardent fever, we have the ardent or bilious 
ſynacha, and choleric fevers. 


The bilious ſynocha begins without any con- 
ſiderable ſhivering; is accompanied with great 
heat, thirſt, watchfulneſs, anxiety and inquie- 
tude; is exaſperated every other day; and ter- 
minates either in a ſalutary ſweat or hemorrhage 
of the noſe, or in a fatal inflammation of the 
meninges or viſcera, or a ſyncope. 


In the choleric fever, vomiting or conſtant 
retchings, and copious bilious ſtools, are joined 
to the foregoing ſymptoms : the extremities are 
cold, whilſt the internal parts are ſcorched with 
heat. This fever is juſtly divided into more 

5 and 


and leſs acute: in the firſt, the ſymptoms are 
extremely violent, the bilious evacuations both 
upwards and downwards very copious, and ac- 
companied with a ſyncoptic cardialgia: the pa- 
tient generally dies before the ſeventh day, of a 
high inflammation of the ſtomach or duodenum, 
the ſigns of which are, an intenſe, burning, fix- 
ed heat about the præcordia, with a coldneſs of 
the extremities, great reſtleſſneſs and anxiety, 
hiccup, a copious eructation of bile and ſaliva, 
a yellow colour and cadaverous appearance of 
the face. The leſs acute run on for a longer 
time, and have periods of remiſſion or perfect 
intermiſſion: the exacerbations happen ſome- 


times every day, and ſometimes every ſecond day. 


Theſe, without early aſſiſtance, are apt to change 
into flow fevers, or obſtinate diſorders of the 
ſtomach, pains, eruQations and inflations. 


§ 2. Method of Cure. 


In the bilious ſynocha, where the body is full 
of blood, veneſection performed at the begin- 
ning, immediately mitigates the ſymptoms, and 
haſtens a falutary criſis: in women, and thoſe 
who abound with blood, if this evacuation be 
omitted, the fever proves of a more violent and 
dangerous kind; for nature will attempt the ex- 
cretion of the ſuperfluous blood, chiefly from 
the noſtrils; and if this does not happen at the 


proper 
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proper time, or does not ſufficiently ſucceed, 
the blood will ſtagnate in the veſſels of the brain, 
and occaſion a dangerous inflammation of its 
membranes. 


When the fever is of the true ardent kind, 
and the patient of a thin habit, and not very 
plethoric, veneſection has no place. Nor is it 
allowable in choleric fevers, either of the more 


acute or remitting kind, when accompanied with 


copious evacuations upwards and downwards, a 
great anxiety of the præcordia, and coldneſs of 
the extremities. 


After bleeding when requiſite, cool liquors, 
drank plentifully, but by little at a time, are the 
principal remedy; provided there be no true in- 
flammation of the ſtomach or other internal 
parts, no great anxiety or ſwelling of the præ- 
cordia, or coldneſs of the extremities, or a con- 
tracted pulſe, or deficiency of blood. There is 
no fear that liquors moderately cold will do 
harm: their good effects will ſoon be viſible, by 
an abatement of the heat and thirſt, and a gen- 
tle ſleep and ſweat, the conſequence of the dilu- 
tion of the humours and relaxation of the ſolids. | 
Pure water may be given by itſelf, or boiled 
with toaſted bread, or with barley, or made into 


juleps with lemon-juice and ſugar ; to which may 


be occaſionally added ſmall doſes of nitre. 
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93. Practical Caution and Obſervations. 


1. A moderate and equal warmth is of great- 
er ſervice in the cure of theſe kinds of fevers, 
than the moſt coſtly medicines. Nothing is 


more prejudicial than a hot regimen, warm li- 


quors, and the direct ſudorifics which operate 
by heating the blood. The patient ſhould be 
but lightly covered; and laid in a large room, 
that he may enjoy a pure air. It is probably 
owing to miſmanagement in theſe particulars, 


that ſo many of the common people are carried 


off by acute fevers, though naturally of a con- 
ſtitution ſufficiently ſtrong to overcome the diſ- 
caſe, 


2. The Phyſician muſt carefully attend to the 
efforts of nature. At certain periods, a fhiver- 
ing and chilneſs of the extremities is perceived, 
with a diſtenſion of the internal parts, oppreſſion 
at the breaſt, a contracted pulſe, and a turgid- 
neſs of the face and veſſels of the head. If 
theſe prove critical, they are ſoon followed by 
a copious and univerſal ſweat or an hæmorrhage 
from the noſe, and the fever abates or goes off; 
if not, the body does not regain Its wonted heat, 
nor does the pulſe become equal, or fleep re- 
turn, or any ſweat ſucceed, unleſs a cold one 
about the head and neck; a phrenitis, convul- 

ſions, 
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ſions, extreme anxiety of the przcordia, diffi- 
culty of reſpiration, and a great depreſſion of 
the ſtrength come on, and the patient dies. 


3. During theſe efforts of nature, all medi- 
cines and aliments muſt be abſtained from, and 
nothing farther attempted than the keeping up 
a moderate and equal heat. But if the ſalutary 
excretions do not ſucceed ſpontaneouſly, they 
are to be promoted by the milder diaphoretics 
given internally, and the uſe of external diſcu- 
tients, and means giving revulſion. 


4. If a plethoric headach and beginning deli 
rium follow the ſhivering, and only a ſmall quan- 
tity of blood drops from the noſtrils, an epithem 
compoſed of vinegar, roſe- water, camphor dif. 
ſolved in ſpirit of roſes, oil of rhodium, and nitre, 
is of cxcellent ſervice for cooling, diſcuſſing and 
reſiſting inflammation. The ſame epithem laid 
on the præcordia with linen cloths, abates anxie- 
ty and reſtleſſneſs, and occaſions a greater liberty 
of breathing. Great benefit is likewiſe to be 
expected, in the prevention of a phrenitis, from 
opening the veins of the noſtrils, either by ſca- 
rification, or by forcing up a ſtraw ; the feet 
and thighs being at the ſame time kept warm 
and rubbed, and a diſcutient diaphoretic mix- 
ture, with diſtilled vinegar, given internally. 


5. For 
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5. For abating thirſt, and moiſtening the 
dry fauces and tongue, nothing is more effectual 
than nitre diſſolved in whey, in the proportion 
of half a dram to a quart; this is to be drank 
cool, by little and little at a time, and the mouth 
occaſionally waſhed with a mixture of water, ſy- 
rup of mulberries and nitre. Injections are by 
no means to be recommended ; for by the ſtrong 
attrition, the pain and inflammation of the fau- 
ces are increaſed. To prevent an anginous in- 
flammation, a linctus of julep of roſes one ounce, 
nitre fifteen grains, . camphor three grains, and 
oil of almonds one dram, is to be ſlowly ſwal- 
lowed down. | | 


6. Though purgatives cannot be given in theſe 
diſeaſes without manifeſt danger, yet openneſs 
of the belly is of advantage. This is to be ob- 
tained, during the fever, by glyſters of milk and 
honey, with a little nitre ; in the decline, when 
the urine depoſites a ſediment, by gentle laxa- 
tives, as manna, tartar, tamarinds and rhubarb. 


7. Cold water, a valuable remedy in this dif- 


eale, requires great circumſpection in its uſe. 
t muſt never be given in large draughts at 
once, but in frequent ſmall ones ; never in the 
beginning of the fever, but at the end of ſome 
days; never in the time of acceſſion or exacer- 


bation, 
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bation, or during the rigor, or whilſt the pulſe 
is [mall or intermits, or where there is a ple. 
thora, but only when the extremities are warm, 


and the pulſe equal, quick and large. 


8. In high choleric fevers, abſorbent powders 
are to be given in conſiderable doſes every hour, 
with five grains of nitre, and a dram of oil of 
almonds, in two ounces of common emulſion, 


The mineral anodyne liquor is Iikewiſe of good 


ſervice, for reſtraining the immoderate bilious 
evacuations, eſpecially if mixed with ſome drops 
of the eſſential oil of mace, and exhibited in 
watery vehicles. By theſe medicines, properly 
timed and doſed, a cure has been obtained in a 
little time, both of the cholera and dyſentery. 


§ 4. - Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. An officer of high rank in the army, up- 
wards of forty, full of blood and healthful, ex- 


. cept in being ſubje& to rheumatic and catarrhous 


defluxions in ſpring and autumn; after drinking 
ſtrong wine immoderately (at leaſt four quarts), 
and travelling home in a cold cloudy evening, 
had an extremely reſtleſs night, and complained 
in the morning of a molt intenſe heat, a burning 
in the fauces, thirſt, headach, and proſtration of 
the ſtrength, with a large and quick pulſe. On 
drinking tea, the anxiety increaſed, and retch- 
ings 
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ings to vomit came on. A nitrous powder, Ardent or 
and bleeding, gave no relief. On the fourth pe 


day, the ſtrong beer, which he had been allow- 
ed plentifully for drink, being exchanged for 
cold water impregnated with lemon-juice and 
julep of roſes, of which four quarts were drank 
in a few hours, and the powders continued ; a 
moſt profuſe ſweat broke out, ſome ſtools fol- 
lowed, fleep returned, and he recovered. 


- 
* 


2. A lady of thirty-ſix, ſanguineo-choleric, 
of a nervous habit and great ſenſibility, from 
coſtiveneſs and frequent pregnancies, complained 
of pains and inflations of the ſtomach and left 
hypochondre, and a deficiency of the menſes ; 
for the relief of which, various medicines were 
long made uſe of without effect; mineral wa- 
ters could not be borne, on account of the weak- 
neſs of the ſtomach. After a violent fright and 
paſſion, ſhe fell into a fever with moſt intenſe 
heat and thirſt, entirely preventing ſleep, and 
ſurpriſingly depreſſing the ſtrength. Diluents, 
retrigerants, abſorbents, and diaphoretics, with 
nitre, were exhibited : ſome ichor and blood 


flowed from the uterus for twenty-five hours. On 


the ſeventh day, a ſhivering and coldneſs of the 
extremities came on, the pulſe. became quick 
and contracted, the face turgid, and the eyes 
gloſſy. A diſcutient diaphoretic mixture of a- 

lexiterial 
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lexiterial waters, vinegar, calx of antimony, 
crabs-eyes, cinnabar and ſyrup of citron-juice, 
being given, a heat returned all over the body, 
the pulſe roſe, the eyes loſt their gloſſineſs, and 
an univerſal ſweat ſucceeded, which being kept 


up by gentle diaphoretics and warm infuſions, 


greatly alleviated the 'ſymptoms : ſleep however 


did not return, nor did the heat entirely go off, 


nor was the ſtrength recruited, marks that the 
criſis was incomplete. Accordingly on the ninth 


day, a febrile paroxyſm came on again, with 


great anxiety of the præcordia, intenſe heat, 
reſtleſſneſs, and difficulty of breathing; next 
day, red and white miliary eruptions appeared, 
watery blood flowed again from the uterus, and 
liquid bilious feces, voided inſenſibly, ſhewed a 
ſphacelous inflammation of the inteſtines. Next 
day, an alienation of the ſenſes enſued, the pulſe 


became irregular, and ſhe expired. 


3. An officer in the army, upwards of fifty, 
robuſt and full of blood, prone to paſſion, after 
a violent fit of anger and irregularities, whilſt in 


liquor, fell immediately into a vehement burn- 


ing fever, with great anxiety, thirſt, headach, 
ſleepineſs, emotion of the mind, and pain of the 
right ſide: on the fourth day, he coughed up 
blood mixed with phlegm; his urine was thin and 


flame - coloured. Glyſters of whey, honey fe 
ol 
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oil of almonds, with a little nitre, were injected Ardent or 
ſeveral times; emulſions, with nitre and ptiſans SIP 
of barley, hartſhorn- havings and ſcorzonera, 
drunk to the quantity of ſeven quarts a-day, for 

ſome days together : the pained part of the tho- 

tax and præcordia was anointed with a liniment 

of oil of almonds, camphor and extract of caſtor. 

By theſe means the heat was abated: on the 
ſeventh day, the urine became turbid, and de- 
poſited a little ſediment : on the ninth, a diar- 

rhcea came on, continued four days, and proved 

a ſolution of the faves. | 


4. A lady above thirty, of a ſtrong con- 
ſtitution, bilious and impatient, fell into an 
exquiſite ardent fever. A bezoardic tincture, 
ſeveral times repeated, exaſperated the anxiety, 
heat, reſtleſſneſs, watchfulneſs, loquacity and 
coſtiveneſs, and brought on gripes, and a diffi- 
culty of deglutition, which always increaſed in 

the evenings. On the ſeventh day, ſhe ſeemed 
expiring, but in ſome hours came to herſelf a- 
gain, a ſweat breaking out, and red ſpots ap- 
pearing on the ſkin. The belly, which had 

| been bound for ſix days, was now opened by a 
glyſter; and a mixture of diſtilled waters, vine- 
gar, crabs- eyes, and mixtura ſimplex exhibited, 
About the fourteenth day, the ſymptoms gradu- 
ally abated, but the continual fever changed in- 
TK, P to 
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to an intermitting tertian, with its uſual appear- 
ances; this alſo was happily removed, after the 
fourth attack, by laxatives and febrifuges. 
Next year, at the ſame ſeaſon, the ſame diſor- 
der returned; by early bleeding, diluents, ni- 
trous powders and gentle laxatives, it proved 
much milder than before, and changed into an 
intermittent on the fourth day. 


5. A man above ſeventy, of a thin habit, 
pretty healthful, who had never been blooded, 
was ſeized with a high fever, the pulſe large, 
and ſomewhat hard. A decoction of farſapa. 
rilla, china, ſcorzonera, cichory-root, and liquo- 
rice, with cinnamon and citron-peel, was uſed 
for common drink; a bezoardic tinQure, and 
mixtura ſimplex, given for raiſing a ſweat, and a 
mucilaginous linctus to ſoften the parched fauces. 
The diſorder increaſed: on the eleventh day, he 
was quite exhanſted, burning hot, the tongue 


dry, chapt and black, the face almoſt cadave- 


rous, the belly looſe : the heat was extinguiſh. 
able, and two w_ after he expired. 


This diſeaſe was very imprudently treated. 
By early bleeding, diluents, and gentle nitrous 
diaphoretics, the patient might probably have 
been preſerved. A blackneſs of the tongue, in 
ardent 
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ardent fevers, generally preſages an ei- — or 
on of the internal parts. — 
— 


6. A lady about thirty, choleric and active, of 
great ſenſibility, florid and full of blood, after im- 
moderate and improper food, paſſion and cold 
during the night, fell into a choleric fever; the 
ſtools were copious and bilious, the vomitings 
deep green. The ſymptoms ſoon remitted a 
little, the ſkin, before cold, grew warm and 
moiſt, but a great debility remained, with a 
languid and quick pulſe, and vomiting of every 
thing taken into the ſtomach. On the third 
day, after a flight ſhivering, the ſymptoms re- 
turned as violent as at firſt : ſaline powders in- 
creaſed the diſorders in the firſt paſſages. After 
the third fit, ten drops of the mineral anodyne 
liquor were given every three hours, in half an 
ounce of a ſimple water, cold, by which the vo- 
miting was abated, ſo that emulſions and ptiſans 
were retained. The next paroxyſm was milder. 
Dilvents, the anodyne liquor, and abſorbent 
powders with nitre, were continued; but the 
fever did not entirely yield. After the ninth - 
fit, it was ſucceſsfully removed by an electuary of 
Peruvian bark, chamomile-flowers, rob of elder, 
and e of erb | 
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7. A gentleman had a choleric fever, with 
extreme anxiety, reſtleſſneſs, internal heat, and 


frequent ſtools, which depreſſed the ſtrength ſo 


much that he ſeveral times fainted. Abſorbents, 
with a little theriaca cœleſtis, diaſcordium, e- 
mulſions, ſpiritous liniments, gave no relief. 
On the third day, he ſeemed reduced to the laſt 
extremity; when finding himſelf refreſhed by a 
draught of cold water, which he had earneſtly 
deſired, about a quart was drank : the heat a. 
bated, reſt enſued, the ſtools became more mo- 
derate; by the uſe of nutritious broths, he 
recovered ſtrength, and in a little time got well, 


8. Alady about twenty-four, of a tender con- 
ſtitution, and great ſenſibility, after a fit of pal: 
fion, and eating fruit immoderately, whilſt drink- 
ing the Caroline waters, fell into a vomiting 
and purging, upwards of twenty times in twenty- 


four hours, with an anxious heat and pain a- 


bout the præcordia, coldneſs of the extremities, 
and, great reſtleſſneſs. By drinking milk with 
chicken-broth, taking abſorbent powders every 
two hours, and anointing the abdomen with a 
liniment of oil of almonds, oil of mint, and oil 
of mace, the anxieties and gripes were re- 
moved, the evacuations leflened ; and by ad- 
ding caſcarilla to the powders, a cure was ob- 
tained in three days. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Of the INFLAMMATION of the STOMACH-, 


$1. General Hi fry of the Inflation of the 


Stomach. 


HE febris abies inflammatoria or gaſ- 


pit of the ſtomach, great thirſt, watchfulneſs, 


reſtleſſneſs, coldneſs of the extremities, a ſome- 


what hard, contracted, quick and unequal pulſe, 
lificulty of breathing, and retchings to vomit : 
the patient ſuffers an exacerbation of the pain 


upon taking any thing into the ſtomach, clpe- 


cally ſubſtances of the acrid kind. 


The dolor cardialgicus or cardiac pain of the 


ancients, from a ſpaſm of the ſtomach, has ma- 
ny. ſymptoms in common with this inflammato- 
ry ey ; particularly the anxiety, pain, cold. 


"T9 neſs 


Inflamm. 


1 0 ' . 5 of the 
tritis, is an acute fever ariſing from in- 


flammation of the ſtomach. The principal 
hmptoms of this diſeaſe are a vehement inter- 
nal burning heat, extreme anxiety, pain and | 
tenſion of the præcordia, particularly about the 


Stomach, 
men 
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neſs of the extremities, retchings and reſtleſſ. 
neſs. It is diſtinguiſhed by the heat in the re. 
gion of the ſtomach not being fo intenſe, nor 
the thirſt and dryneſs of the tongue ſo great, or 
the pulſe ſo quick and contracted, and by the 
ſtomach's better retaining aliment or medicines, 


Erofions of the ſtomach; which frequently ſue- 


ceed bilious fevers, the cholera morbus or vio- 
lent paſſions, are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from an in- 


flammation, by their being unattended with fe. 


ver, not coming on ſo ſuddenly, but by degrees, 
the pain not being of ſo burning a kind. 


In inflammations of the inteſtines, the pain is 


more about the umbilical region, with frequent 
bilious frothy ſtools, which ſometimes are light- 
ly tinged with blood. The pulſe is likewiſe 


_ quicker, and the heat of the external parts 


greater, than when the ſtomach is inflamed; for 
here the hands, feet, and noſe, are rather cold 
than bot. 


Inflammations of the ſtomach, from drinking 
cold liquors whilſt the body is overheated, or 
from bile exagitated by paſſion, and too copi- 
ouſly poured into the duodenum, are mild and 
not very acute, and readily yield, at the begin- 
ning, to proper remedies. Thoſe — ped by 
corroſive poiſons and draſtic emetics, art more 


violent and dangerous, and unleſs ſpeedily me 
ic 
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ſed by medicines, of ſufficient efficacy, prove in Inflamm.. 


a little time fatal. Thoſe which happen to aged 


of the 


? Stomach. 


infirm, and ſcorbutic perſons, or ſuch as have 


been brought low by long anguiſh of mind, and 
alſo thoſe which come on at the end of acute 
diſeaſes, are the moſt dangerous of all, on ac- 


count of the irremediable impurity of the juices, 
and a degree of weakneſs ſcarce reparable by: 


medicine. 


A reſtleſſneſs and toſſing of the N 


tation of liquors, ſingultuous convulſions 


ze 
ſtomach and diaphragm, fainting, a we 


appearance of the face, an intermitting pulſe, 
emotions of the mind, and convulſions of the 
limbs, are mortal ſymptoms, denoting the in- 
fammation to be ſucceeded by a gangrene. On 
diſſection, the ſtomach appears red, and when 
viewed againſt the light, full of ſmall veſſels tur- 
gid with blood ; ſometimes likewiſe it exhibits 
a number of black ſpots; ſometimes the bot- 
tom of the ſtomach, with the duodenum and the 
biliary ducts and pancreas annexed to it, are 
black, fetid and corrupted ; and ſometimes the 
ſtomach is remarkably diſtended by flatulencies, 
with ſome ſpoonfuls of a blackiſh fetid ichor 
luQygating in its cavity. 
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4 2. Method 1 Cure. 


The general indicatiatis of cure are, to Ailute 
the thick and ſtagnant humours, to relax the 
veſſels, and to abate the heat. But as the cauſes 
of the diſeaſe are very various, the treatment in 
partieular caſes muſt hikewie mw "IVY 


If the inflammation be brought on by gulli 
arſenical poiſons, virulent purgatives or emetics, 
mercurial or other metalline medicines ill pre- 
pared; the moſt certain, ſafe, and ſpeedy reme- 
dies are, unctuous ſubſtances, as milk, cream, 
oil of almonds or of olives, copiouſly and repeat- 
edly taken; which by obtunding the corrofive 
particles, and relaxing the rigid fibres, allay the 
ſpaſms and inflammation, reſtore the periſtaltic 
motion of the ſtomach, and occaſion the poiſon, 
now diluted, to be thrown up by vomiting. 


If there be danger of an inflammation of the 
ſtomach from acrid bile, as in the cholera mor- 
bus, give jelly of hartſhorn or other gelatinous 
decoctions, barley- water or water-gruel, with or 


without milk, or with oil of almonds. If a 


ſpaſm of the ſtomach, ariſing from violent paſ- 
ſion, threaten an inflammation, nothing is bet- 
ter than abſorbent nitrous powders and the mi- 
neral anodyne liquor given alternately in ſimple 
waters 
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waters or emulſions : after the inflammation has TInflamm. - 


been allayed, the bilious ſordes are to dow _ 
off with rhubarb. 


| ination from the repulſion of excremen- 


of the 
Stomach. / 


titious acrid humours from the ſurface, are moſt 


ſucceſsfully prevented or removed by gentle dia- 
phoretics, with nitre and a ſmall portion of cam- 
phor, given along with emulſions, or a ſolution of 
camphor in dulcified ſpirit of nitre. The mineral 
anodyne liquor, mixed with one-fourth its quan- 
tity of volatile ſpirit, and given in ſmall repeated 
doſes, is likewiſe in theſe caſes of excellent ſer- 
vice; promoting a kindly ſweat, throwing out 


the virulent exanthematous matter, and eafing 


pain; at the ſame time rather refreſhing the pa- 
tient, than occaſioning any weakneſs or dulnels; 
as opiates uſually do. If the peſtilential, or other 
infection of that kind, which acts primarily on 
the ſtomach, and ſpeedily corrupts and inflames 
it, has ſeized the body, give immediately a gen- 
tle emetic, and afterwards mild diaphoretics, 
with nitre and a little camphor, or eight or ren 


drops of a ſolution of one dram of camphor in 


one ounce of oil of almonds. The ſame medi- 
cines are to be uſed in inflammations of the ſto- 


mach happening a at the height of other acute 
Gene. 
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External remedies are hkewiſe to be called in 
aid: not the hot applications, camphorated ſpi- 


— rit of wine, diſtilled oils Aiſſolved in ſpirits, and 


ſtomach plaſters; but bladders full of warm li. 
quor, a liniment of camphor one dram, diſſolved 
in oil of almonds two ounces, and an epithem 
compoſed of vinegar of roſes two ounces, cam- 
phorated ſpirit of wine two drams, tinQures of 


faffron and caſtor each one dram, and nitre half 


— 


; 8 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. Veneſeftion is a certain remedy in inflam. 
mations of ſuch viſcera or other parts as abound 


with blood; but if the parts affected are very 


nervous or fibrous, as the inteſtines, bladder, 
and urinary paſſages, which admit not a copious 
aflux of blood, it is of little ſervice, but rather 
detrimental. Nevertheleſs, where violent colics, 
cardialgia, or paſſion, threaten an inflammation 


of theſe parts, and the patient is young, pletho- 


rie, and accuſtomed to the uſe of wine, bleeding 


at the beginning is an uſeful preſervative, 


2. When violent pains threaten an inflamma- 
_ opiates mixed with ſudorifics may prevent 
: but when the diſeaſe is already formed, and 

ba continued for ſome time, they bring on a 


ſphacelus, 
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ſphacelus, and accelerate death, Even the mi- Inflamm. 


neral anodyne liquor, though far ſafer than opi- 
ates, has at this time little place; nor is nitre 
proper, though at the beginning an . re- 
ſiſter of inflammation. 


3. As nothing is more apt to bring on an in- 
flammation than drinking cold liquors, ſo no- 
thing mare effectually increaſes it: hence nitre, 
which liberally taken is confiderably cooling, 
mult be given only in ſmall doſes, along with 
emollients, as milk and emulſions. In violent 
cardialgic pains, which when ill treated are apt 
to be followed by a mortal inflammation, abſtain 
from all irritating medicines, particularly purga- 
tives and emetics, and even the neutral ſalts in 
conſiderable doſes; for theſe increaſe the pray 
and exaſperate the diſeaſe. | 


4. Violent paſſion, if unwholeſome food or 
cold Iiquors are taken immediately after it, fre- 
quently occaſions a mortal inflammation. This is 


molt effectually prevented by vomiting ; which 


mult not be excited by the ſtronger emetics, but 


by warm water and oil. Many who were great- 


ly diſordered after paſſion and where an inflam- 
mation was near at hand, on taking the mineral 
anodyne liquor with warm water, threw up a 
large quantity of bilious humours, and reco- 
vered. | 


84. 
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= 4. E ifories of Cafes. 


1A gentleman i in the flower of age, of a r0- 
buſt conſtitution and extreme good health, after 
a moſt violent fit of paſſion and drinking ſome 
ſtrong wine, complained of inexpreſſible pains 
and oppreſſions about the præcordia, retching to 


vomit, a burning heat of the ſtomach, and an 


uneaſy ſenſation as if ſomething were lodged 
there and making its way out. An antimonial 
vomit gave no relief, but rather increaſed the 
complaints: the pulſe became ſmall and ſcarce 
perceptible, and a cold ſweat broke out: the pa- 
tient quickly grew delirious, convulſed, and in 
ten hours expired. On diſſection, a number of 
ſpots were obſerved in the ſtomach, partly black, 
and partly red, ſome penetrating _ into its 
ſubſtance. 


2. A woman in a tertian fever, took eight 
grains of glaſs of antimony ; which, on the ap- 
proach of the fit, vomited and purged her ſtrong- 
ly, and ceaſed to operate when the fever went 
off. The vomiting and purging returned with 
the next fit, and in like manner went off with it. 


They returned alſo with the third, accompanied 


with a moſt exquiſite pain of the ſtomach, which 
quickly brought on exceſſive reſtleſſneſs, cold- 
neſs of the extremities, faintings, convulſions; 

and 
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and death. On diſſection, the lower part of the 
ſtomach was found inflamed, red and black 
ſpots in the duodenum and annexed inteſtines, 
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and the antimonial powder ſticking in the cru- 


ſtaceous coat of the ſtomach. 


3. Several noblemen and gentlemen fat down 
to a diſh*that had been ſeaſoned with arſenic in- 
ſtead of ſugar. They had ſcarce taſted it, when 
all were ſeized with anxiety at the breaſt, pain 
at ſtomach, tremor of the lips, and retchings. 
I poured down milk and oil of ſweet almonds 
plentifully and repeatedly, ſo as to keep them 


vomiting ſtrongly for half a day; ſome vomi- 


ted no leſs than one hundred times; and by this 
imple remedy all eſcaped. Moſt required no 
farther medicine; for ſome, who had drank 
more ſparingly, oily glyſters were neceſſary. 


4. His ſerene Highneſs in the flower 
of life, full of blood and juices, having, when 
ſtrongly heated in hunting, drunk a large draught 
of cold ale, and expoſed himſelf to the cold air; 
was ſeized with a ſhivering, languor, internal 
burning heat, watchfulneſs, reſtleſſneſs, and 
retchings. From three grains of emetic tartar, 
he vomited thrice, with exceſſive anxiety, which 
increaſed at intervals to an inſupportable degree: 


the ſtrength was ſo far depreſſed, that he could 


not 
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not bear an erect poſture without fainting; the 
pulſe became languid, irregular, and ſometimes 
quick; the breath extremely fetid; but the ſenſes 
entire. On the ſixth night, a violent ſhivering 
came on, followed by convulſions; and next 
day he expired as in a fainting fit. On diſſec- 
tion, the ſtomach appeared almoſt all over infla- 
med, expanded, and ſo near to corruption, that 
its ſubſtance opened on a flight touch; in its 
cavity, were ſome ſpoonfuls of fetid corrupted 
blood ; in the veins, ſcarce any blood; the ſpleen, 
the left ſide of the ſtomach, and the left lobe of 
the lungs, were corrupted, blackiſh, and fetid. 


It is extremely imprudent to venture on anti- 
monial emetics, without being thoroughly ac- 


quainted with the diſeaſe. If, after ſuch a me- 


dicine, the ſtomach is found inflamed, the Phy- 
ſician is inexcuſable: if it was inflamed before, 
it was very wrong to give an emetic; if not, it 
was the emetic that brought on the inflamma- 
tion. We may judge the internal parts to be 
inflamed, when the ſtrength is greatly depreſſed, 
ſo that the patient is apt to faint; when the 
exquiſite burning heat abating, a ſenſe of cold- 
neſs is complained of about the præcordia, and 
at times an eructation of ſaliva into the mouth; 
when a rumbling and ſenſe of vapours are per- 
ceived in the belly from taking liquids ; when 

the 
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the ſick, from mere weakneſs, cloſe their eyes tnfamm. 
and ſeem to ſleep, but complain afterwards of 8 - Wh * 


greater debility and anxiety. 


5. A woman above fifty, of a ſanguineo- 
phlegmatic temperament and ſpongy habit, had 
for ſome years omitted cuſtomary veneſection, 
and indulged appetite and a fedentary life. From 
a fit of paſſion, ſhe became languid, and loſt ap- 
petite: after another, and drinking ſome cold 
ale, ſhe was ſeized with a ſhivering, followed by 
an intenſe heat in the night, anxiety, reſtleſſneſs, 
and a pungent pain in the region of the ſto- 
mach, extending to the back, and preventing 
the exit of flatulencies. Carminatives and ano- 


dynes were taken; but the anxieties continu- 


ed; convulſive motions intervened, with a tre- 
mor of the hands, and watery eructations into 
the mouth; the pulſe, before quick and ſtrong, 
became weak and unequal. On the fourth 
day, ſhe complained neither of heat nor pain; 
but only of thirſt, and an exquiſite ſenſe of cold 
in the region of the heart: ſhe grew fond of 
warm liquors, particularly tea, which always 
made her worſe. She lay quiet, but flept not; 
the debility increaſed ; medicines had no effect: 
on the ſeventh day, hiccups came on: on the 
ninth, after a coldneſs of the extremities, ſhe 
lay ſome hours inſenſible, and then calmly ex- 
pired. 


This 


—ͤ — 


: 
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This diforder was plainly an inflammation of 
the ſtomach, terminating in a gangrene. By 
proper remedies in the beginning, the patient 
might in all probability have been preſerved. 


6. A man about fifty, robuſt and healthful, 
was ſeized, after violent paſſion, with a tremor, 
ſhivering and coldneſs of the extremities, great 
anxiety of the præcordia, depreſſion of the 


| ſtrength, nauſea, retchings, and a bitter taſte in 


the mouth. An emetic having procured but 
ſmall evacuation with great anxiety, he repeated 
it: all the ſymptoms grew worſe; he had con- 
tinual ſingultuous eructations, but threw up no- 
thing; extreme reſtleſſneſs, oppreſſion, and dif- 
ficulty of breathing: there was an intolerable 
burning and anxious pain in the epigaſtric region, 
with a coldneſs of the extremities, and a ſmall 
and ſomewhat intermitting pulſe. From drinking 
plentifully of warm milk, the complaints were 
remarkably abated; but on taking an ounce of 
Epſom ſalt, they returned again with greater 
violence, and quickly carried him off. He ſur- 
vived but to the third day after taking the firſt 
emetic. 


7. A young man of twenty, ſanguineo- chole- 
ric, thin, and paſſionate; after a violent quarrel 
whilſt in liquor, and being carried home in the 

| cold 
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cold air; was ſeized with ſhivering, intenſe heat, 

reſtleſſneſs, a burning pain in the right fide of 
the cheſt, and great difficulty of breathing. 

Some medicines were given, and a vein opened 
on the third day, but without relief: he com- 
plained perpetually of internal burning heat, 
and intenſe pain upon taking any thing into the 
ſtomach z the pulſe was quick, weak, and ſome- 
times intermitted ; the debility increaſed every 
day, till on the ſeventh he expired. The corpſe 
was highly fetid; the ſtomach ſurpriſingly ſwel- 
led and inflamed ; its lower part, with the pylo- 
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rus, duodenum, and right lobe of the lungs, of 


a black and putrid appearance. 


We have here an inſtance of the united 
power of ebriety, paſſion, and cold: the moſt 
deleterious poiſon could ſcarcely have occaſion- 
ed fo great a corruption in fo ſhort a time. 
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CHAPTER 1V. 


Of the ANGINA. 


$ 1. General Hiſtory of the Angina. 
_ HE angina is characterized by an inflam- 


A mation of the fauces, with a difficulty of 
T—— breathing and deglutition. 


The angina is uſually divided into external 
and internal. In the firſt, the outward muſcu- 
lar and glandular parts, the almonds of the 
ears, the root of the tongue, and the uvula, ap- 

pear to the eye red and ſwelled. In the laſt, 
the interior nervous and muſcular coats are at- 
fected, and no marks of inflammation are diſ- 
coverable by the eye; though the pain and heat 
are violent, the patient is ſometimes in ſuch dan- 
ger of ſuffocation, as to make little complaint of 
them; the tongue hangs out, the ſaliva runs off, 
the face is red and tumid, the eyes prominent, 
open and very red. When the internal muſ- 
cles of the larynx are affected, the voice is ſup- 
prefſed, and the breathing extremely difficult ; 

C when 
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when thoſe of the pharynx, the difficulty of 
ſwallowing is greater than that of breathing, 
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and food or liquors are generally thrown back 


through the noſtrils. An internal inflammation 
of the larynx was called by the Greeks cynanche, 
the external paracynanche ; the internal inflam- 
mation of the pharynx /ynanche, the external 
paraſynanche. 


The angina is likewiſe divided into true and 
ſpurious, dry and moiſt. The true and the dry 
angina are attended with a very acute fever; the 


tongue 1s turgid with blood, and of a dark red co- 


lour; the face is hkewiſe red; the temporal arteries 
beat ſtrongly ; ſometimes a headach, ſleepineſs, 
dulneſs of the ſenſes, faintings, great anxieties, 
reſtleſſneſs, and coldneſs of the extremities, are 
joined : in the ſpurious, theſe ſymptoms are ei- 
ther abſent, or far milder. The moilt is leſs a- 
cute than the dry angina, and accompanied with 
a catarrhous fever; the tongue and fauces are 
covered with a thick, viſcous, fetid mucus. 


The angina is to be diſtinguiſhed from the 
fighter inflammations of the fauces, frequent in 
ſcorbutic habits, and not affecting the reſpira- 
tion or deglutition : from the ſpaſms in hyſteri- 
cal and hypochondriacal perſons, which con- 
ſtringe the face, and occaſion a difficulty both 
of breathing and ſwallowing, but are not attend- 
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ed with a fever, and foon remit : from aphthæ, 
or painful, red, burning puſtules, occupying 
ſome particular part of the fauces or tongue: 
and from the prunella alba, in which the whole 
region of the fauces is lined with a white mu- 
cus covering a&raing inflammation ; the tongue 
is chapped ; the cavity of the noſtrils alſo is co- 
vered with viſcid mucus and inflamed; and the 
pain and heat extend downwards to the przcor. 


dia, 


Ihe angina, both on account of thafever, and 
from its threatening ſuffocation, is a veny danger- 
Qus diſeaſe : the internal ſometimes proves mor- 
tal in leſs than twenty-four hours, eſpecially 


where the muſcles that conſtringe the aperture 


of the larynx are affected. That which ſuper- 
venes in malignant fevers and other diforders, 


bs rarely cured, on account of the weakneſs of 
the body, and the virulence of the matter. A 


ſudden diſappearance of the tumour, without 
any abatement of the ſymptoms, is a mark of 
the tranſlation of the difeaſe 'to the brain or 
lungs: in the firſt caſe, a phrenitis, in the latter 
a mortal peripneumony, enſues. If the ſuffoca- 
tory {trangulation remits, and the tumour, pain 
and redneſs verge outwards, . a falutary ſolu- 
tion happens: if otherwiſe, the angina termi- 
nates either in ſuppuration, the conſequence of 
which is a dangerous effuſion of pus upon the 
X a | lungs ; 
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lungs; or in death, the preſages of which are, Angina, 


a foaming at the mouth, great ſwelling and pur- Quin 


pliſh black colour of the tongue, ſhivering of 
the extremities, great ſtraitneſs and anxiety of 
the præcordia, with a hard, convulſive and in- 
termitting pulſe, 


$ 2. Methed of Cure. 


1. Wherever there are manifeſt ſigns of an 
accumulation of blood in the head, which not 
only increaſes the inflammation, but likewiſe 
gives riſe to the mortal ſymptoms, veneſection 
is the principal and almoſt the only means of 
relief. 


2. After bleeding, the humours are to be de- 
termined downwards, by looſening the belly; 
not by ſtrong purgatives, but by the milder laxa- 
tives given in a liquid form, as a ſolution of two 
ounces of manna, with a dram and a half of 
nitre, in ten ounces. of whey. If the patient 
cannot ſwallow, glyſters of milk, honey, oil, 
common ſalt and nitre, are to be injected. 


3. After theſe evacuations, diaphoretic and 
lightly anodyne mixtures are of ſervice, as the 
alexiterial waters, with a little diaſcordium, nitre 
and vinegar. Whey, barley-water, or other di- 
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luents, with ſyrup of lemon-juice and nitre, may 
be liberally drank. 


4. External applications to the neck are like. 
wiſe of conſiderable uſe ; particularly anodyne 
and diſcutient cataplaſms compoſed of chamo- 
mile-flowers, figs, ſaffron, aniſe-ſeed, fennel-ſeed, 
and linſeed-meal, boiled in milk; or the em- 
plaſtrum commune, ſoftened with oil of almonds, 
and mixed with ſaffron and camphor. 


5. The injection of gargariſms by a ſyringe, 
where there is great pain and a dry heat, is not 
adviſable. It is ſufficient to waſh the mouth 
occaſionally with warm liquors, as milk, barley. 
water, decoction of figs or liquorice, mixed with 
ſyrup of mulberries, mucilage of quince-ſceds, - 
or nitre. A mixture of oil of almonds, with 
ſpermaceti, ſaffron, ſyrup of violets and barley- 
water, kept for ſome time in the mouth, is like- 
wiſe of good ſervice. 


583. Practical Cautions and Obſervations, 


t. Veneſection, which, in the inflammatory an- 
gina, with plethoric habits, is the firſt and moſt 
eſſential part of the cure, gives the greateſt relief 
if performed in the jugulars. Where theſe can- 
not be opened, blood muſt firſt be taken from 
: | the 
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the arm, and then from the veins under the Angina, 
tongue. In the inflammatory angina, happening Quinſy. 
in ardent fevers, and attended with danger of a - 
phrenitis, where the ſtrength is too weak to bear 

a copious detraction of blood, the ſublinguals 

only are to be opened. 


2. When the diſorder ariſes from an acrimo- 
nious cauſtic matter irritating the nervous coats 
of the fauces and larynx, and there is no mani- 
feſt redundance of blood ; ſcarification in the 
neck and chin, or the application of leeches, 
are ſufficient. Scarification in the nape of the 
neck and ſcapulæ is likewiſe preferable to vene- 
ſection in cacochymic and phlegmatic habits, 
where the fauces and external parts of the throat 
are inflamed from a redundance of viſcid ſerum. 


3. In all inflammations of the fauces attended 
with great pain and a burning heat, julep of 
roſes with nitre and a little camphor, or jelly of 
hartſhorn, clarified with whites of eggs, and 
mixed with lemon. juice and a little ſugar, ſlow- 
ly and repeatedly ſwallowed down, are of great 
ſervice. Where the fauces are dry and hot, the 
tongue ſwelled, and both reſpiration and de- 
glutition difficult, anoint the neck and throat 
with camphorated oil, and give occaſionally 
a linctus of whites of eggs two ounces, roſe- 
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water, ſyrup of mulberries, each one ounce, 
nitre twelve grains; to which may be added 
twenty or thirty drops of the mineral anodyne 
liquor. 


4. In the hot, latent, internal angina, whey is 
to be frequently drank, and the mouth occaſion- 
ally wafhed with mixtures of milk, cream, nitre, 


and fyrup of wild poppies. In the fymptomatic 


inflammations of the œſophagus, happening at 
the height of malignant fevers, a powder of one 
dram nitre, three grains camphor, and one 
ounce ſugar, is to be taken with the common e- 
mulfion, and kept for ſome time in the mouth, 


5. In danger of ſuffocation brought on by the 
acrid exhalations of quicklime, mercurials, me- 
tals, ©'c. purging and bleeding have no place: 
the moſt effectual remedies are moifteners and 
emollients, both internally and externally, milk 


with nitre, the cataplaſms above deſcribed, and 


glyſters. 


6. The inflammatory pain which. happens 
from an acrimony of the ferum, in the glandu- 
lous fleſh of the fauces about the pharynx, at- 
tended with a redneſs and copious flux of faliva, 
but no fever, is moſt ſucceſsfully diſcuſſed by a 
gargarifm of ſpirit of wine at the beginning, ei- 
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ther by itſelf, or along with nitre and camphor : Angina, 


eight or ten drops of the camphorated ſpirit, 


or 


Qninſy. 


with one grain of nitre, are to be flowly taken 


into the fauces at a time. 


7. Where there is a copious afflux of impure 
ſerous humours to the palate and glands of the 
fauces, gentle laxatives of manna, rhubarb, and 
tartar, are to be ſeveral times repeated, and the 
mouth frequently waſhed with a mixture of 
cream of tartar and nitre, each twenty-four 
grains, burnt alum twelve grains, honey two 
drams, and water five ounces. 


8. Emollient plaſters are more convenient 
than cataplaſms ; and bladders full of ſoft warm 
liquors are in ſome caſes as ſerviceable as either. 
With regard to gargariſms, they ſhould not be 
forced in by a ſyringe, leſt the attrition increaſe 


the pain and inflammation : it is better and fafer 


occaſionally to waſh the mouth with the liquor ; 
where this cannot be done, the injection ſhould 


be performed very gently, and the head inclined 


forwards, leſt ſome of the liquor, falling into the 
aſpera arteria, endanger ſuffocation. It is ad- 
viſable to abſtain from ſpeaking ; for frequent 
apitation of the tongue exaſperates the com- 
plaint. 


9. If 
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9. If the tumour of the fauces tends to ſuppu. 
rate, the maturation may be promoted by fat 


—— figs. In inflammatory tumours of the tonſils 


filled with ichor, I have found nothing better 
than a mixture of honey of roſes and ſpirit of 
vitriol applied frequently with a pencil; which 
cleanſes and diminiſhes the ſwelling, liquefies 
the adhering mucus, and prevents a farther al- 
flux. In the aphthæ of children, the pain and 
heat are beſt alleviated by frequently anointing 
the puſtules with cream and a little nitre. 


5 4. Hiftories of Caſes. 


1. A woman of thirty, of a choleric diſpoſi- 
tion, and ſubject to catarrhous defluxions, after 
expoſure to cold, in autumn, complained of a 
burning heat and pain of the throat, and a diffi- 
culty of ſwallowing or ſpeaking; the pulſe quick, 
eſpecially in the night; the menſes ſuppreſſed. 
Bleeding and a glyſter gave no relief: gargariſms 
could not be borne. The tumour increaſed, 
both externally and internally, to ſuch a degree, 


that ſhe was almoſt ſtrangled ; but on the fifth 


day it ſubſided a little, and the pain abated. By 
ripening plaſters, and emollient gargariſms, the 
tumour ſuppurated, broke while the patient was 
aſleep, and almoſt ſuffocated her. To diſcuſs 
the matter which had fallen on the lungs, hyſſop- 


water 


water was given with tinctures of caſtor and li- Angina 
quorice, ſome drops of ſuccinated ſpirit of hartſ- Quinſy. 
horn, and warm infuſions of pectoral plants: a - 
ſweat enſued all over the body, and a flux of te- 

nacious viſcid matter by ſtool, with gripes. The 
looſenels being reſtrained, a fingultus followed, 

with a burning heat all along the œſophagus, a 

ſpitting of viſcid matter, and dejection of the 
ſtrength. Pills of myrrh, ſcammony, calomel, 

ſaffron, caſtor, and ſalt of amber, brought back 

the diarrhœa; on which the ſymptoms abated, 

and the patient gradually recovered. 


2. A man of ſixty, ſubject to catarrhous de. 
fluxions and weakneſs of the ſtomach, after tra- 
velling in a rainy night, complained of a diforder 
of the fauces, which prevented the ſwallowing 
of liquids without extreme difficulty, anxiety, 
and a copious ſecretion of phlegm, but allowed 
the deglutition of ſolids: the fauces looked 
ſomewhat reddiſh, but no ſwelling was to be 
ſeen. Camphorated ſpirit of wine applied ex- 
ternally, gargariſins of elder-flower water, with 
ſpirit of ſal ammoniac and tincture of ſaffron, 
and laxative balſamic pills, removed the com- 
plaint in a few days. 


This diſorder ſeems to have been an inflam- 
mation of the epiglottis, by which it was pre- 
vented 
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vented from exactly cloſing the larynx. Hence 
liquids were in part admitted into that canal, 
and occaſioned great anxieties and diſturbance, 
whilſt ſolids, which compreſs the epiglottis more, 
paſſed over into the ceſophagus. 


3. A woman after ſalivation, was ſubjeQ, from 
the ſlighteſt cauſes, to an exquiſite heat and 
pain of the palate, and the internal parts of the 
fauces about the pharynx and larynx, with ſome 
difficulty of breathing, but no fever. After 
ſleeping in a room newly plaſtered, ſhe was ſei- 
zed with a headach, intenſe burning heat and 
pain of the fauces and neck, with reſtleſſneſs, 
difficulty of reſpiration, anxiety and heat. An 
emollient cataplaſm, a glyſter of milk, nitre, 
common falt, honey and oil, milk and barley- 
water or ptiſan, with nitre and ſyrup of violets, 
uſed as common drink, and frequently held in 
the mouth; ſoon removed the diſorder; and a 


_ courſe of mineral waters with milk, and waſhing 


the fauces every morning with the aqua ſclope- 


taria, or a decoction of plantane in wine, pre- 
vented its return. 


4. A ſtrong healthful man above fifty, who 
had never ſuffered veneſeQion, after a violent 


fit of paſſion, was ſeized with an exquiſite pain 


of the head ; the face red, the eyes fierce, the 
arteries 


pi c irn 


arteries turgid, and beat ſo ſtrongly, that he com- 


pared their pulſations to the ſtrokes of a ham- 
mer. A poultice of crumb of bread, bay-ber- 
ries, juniper-berries, and vinegar of roſes, being 
applied to the affected part, and the coagulum 
auminoſum to the forehead and temples ; - he 
complained of a pungent pain in the fauces, and 
a difficulty of breathing and ſwallowing ; the 
tongue was black, dry, ſurpriſingly ſwelled, and 
hung out of the mouth ; the pulſe quick and 
vehement; he had a conſtant deſire for liquids 
and from the difficulty of reſpiration, was obli- 
ged to fit always upright. By plentiful bleed- 
ing, acrid glyſters, cataplaſms, nitre and cam- 
phor given internally with fimple waters, vine- 
gar and oil of almonds, and an infufion of vero- 
rica, elder-flowers and liquorice uſed for com- 
mon drink, the danger of ſuffocation was remo- 
ved; after which, a laxative with nitrous and 
vitriolic gargariſins, completed the cure. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Of the PHRENITIC FEVER, 


| 4 
ö 
, 


§ 1. General Hiſtory of the Phrenitic Fever. 


HzreniTIs conſiſts in an acute fever with de- 
lirium, arifing from an inflammation of the 


A membranes of the brain. 


Of this FEY the delirium which takes place 
is the moſt remarkable and alarming ſymptom, 
It is uſually preceded by long continued watch- 
tulneſs or diſturbed fleep. At times it remits 
a little, and the patient appears compoſed, but 
remembers nothing of what paſſed during the 
paroxyſm. The pulſe is generally hard and 
{mall, the breathing deep and flow, the counte- 
nance fierce, the eyes ſtaring and red, the face 
fluſhed, and the veſſels of the head diſtended, 
the extremities are cold, the body reſtleſs, the 
urine thin and watery. Often blood drops from 
the noſe, but without giving relief, — the 
hæmorrhage be profuſe. 


Phrenitis 
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Phrenitis is rarely in theſe climates an origi- Phrenitic 
nal diſeaſe ; but frequently in the ſouthern ones, * 
from expoſure to the ſun, immoderate watching, 
paſſion and fatigue of mind, debauchery and o- 


ther cauſes. 


f Among us, it accedes as a ſymptom to acute 
fevers of every kind. An abatement of thirſt 
whilſt the fever continues high, redneſs and tu- 
midneſs of the face, ſtrong pulſation of the tem- 
poral arteries, gloſſineſs and wildneſs of the eyes, 
forgetfulneſs, conſtant watchfulneſs or turbulent 
leep, prognoſticate its approach. 


Phrenitis is always dangerous, and if the in- 
fammation be not removed in a few days, it ei- 
ther proves mortal or terminates in a mania. 
Green vomitings, white ſtools, a ſuppreſſion or 
an involuntary ejection of the excrements, gnaſh- 

| ing of the teeth, tremor, convulſions, conſtant 
| alternations of rage, joy and fear, are frequent 
hg of death. 


The true phrenitis is to be diſtinguiſhed from 
the lighter alienations of mind, which happen 
; in acute fevers without danger, and without any 

ſhivering or coldneſs of the extremities, or thin 
watery urine, and from the lighter diſorders of the 
ſenſes, 
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ſenſes, which ſometimes continue ſeveral days or 
weeks after the decline of the fever, and which, 
as they ariſe from mere weakneſs of the brain, 
go off ſpontaneouſly, or yield readily to proper 
medicines as ſoon as the patient has recovered 


ſtrength. 


§S 2. Method of Cure. 


The principal indications of cure are, to re- 


move the accumulation of blood in the veſlels 


of the head, and prevent its too copious at- 


flux; to relax the parts, and open their obſtruc- 
tions. | 


Bleeding is. moſt to be depended on, both fot 
the cure and prevention: this remedy will. be 
the more effectual, the more immediately the 
blood is taken from the part affected. The ju- 
gular veins are for this purpoſe the moſt eligible, 


nor is the opening them ſo dangerous or difh- 


cult as is generally ſuppoſed. The veins under 
the tongue are likewiſe proper, but have theſe 
diſadvantages, that during the delirium they 
can ſcarce be conveniently opened, that too 
large an orifice 1s apt to occaſion a dangerous 
or fatal hæmorrhage, and too ſmall an one, 


not allowing a ſufficient diſcharge, does little 
ſervice. Some direct the frontal vein, and o- 


thers 


M>E"D'1.-C IR = 


thers the temporal arteries to be opened: others Phrenitic | 
ſcarify the whole head: but the Egyptian me- þ*Y*"2 er 
thod of ſcarifying the noſtrils, or, in want of te kp 
proper inſtrument for that purpoſe, exciting an 
hemorrhage by forcing up a ſtraw or ſlender 

ſharp ſtick, is more adviſable. If obſtructions 

of the menſes or lochia threaten a phrenitis, ve- 

neſection is to be performed in the foot; if a 
ſuppreſſion of the hæmorrhoidal flux, leeches - 


are to be applied to the hæmorrhoidal veins. 


A ſpontaneous flux of the belly has frequent- 
ly carried oft the diſeaſe, and an artificial one, 
after bleeding, is generally ſerviceable. The 
moſt proper laxative 1s a ſolution of four ounces 
of manna, one dram of cream of tartar, and half a 
dram of nitre, in a pint of whey, with one ounce - 

ol oil of almonds. If more immediate evacuation 
is neceſſary, recourſe muſt be had to glyſters. 


- Ihe fick ſhould drink plentifully of whey, or 
other agreeable diluents, occaſionally acidulated 
with lemon-juice, or impregnated with nitre in 
the proportion of about a dram to a quart. 
Warm pediluvia, or wrapping the feet in moiſt 
warm cloths, or bathing the whole body in 
warm water, after proper evacuations, are of 
great advantage; as is likewiſe an epithem of 
nitre, oil of rhodium, vinegar of roſes, and a 
TR: > R ſolution 
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ſolution of camphor in ſpirit of roſes, applied to 


the head. 


83. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. The method of cure above preſcribed is 
found, from experience, the moſt ſucceſsful, 
both in the idiopathic and ſymptomatic phrenitis, 
particularly in that obſtinate kind which dege- 
nerates into a mania: ſcarce any addition can 
be made to theſe directions, but they muſt be 
followed for a conſiderable time. With regard 
to regimen, every thing that may give diſturb. 
ance or uneaſineſs, either to the body or mind, 
ſhould be avoided : few attendants ſhould be 
admitted, and thoſe ſuch as the patient has ſome 
reſpe& for: the apartment ſhould neither be 
moiſt, cold, nor too hot, and rather light than 
dark: the limbs are to be re rubbed, and if 
neceſſary tied down. 


2. If veneſection is refuſed, which it frequent - 


ly is, the moſt ready and effectual expedient is, 
to thruſt a quill or ſtraw unawares into the ca- 


vity of the noſtrils. The frontal vein, if the 
diſorder be idiopathic and chronical, is never to 


be opened till a proper quantity of blood has 


been previouſly taken from the arm or foot. 
Care muſt be had in this operation not to cut 
through 
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through the vein, ſo as to wound the pericrani- 
um, which a too ſharp lancet is in danger of 
doing. 


z. A phrenitis ariſing from menſtrual and 


hæmorrhoidal obſtructions, is molt ſucceſsfully 
treated by warm bathing, drinking mineral wa- 
ters, and applying leeches to the veins of the 
anus and uterus. Phrenſies of long duration 
have been happily removed by an eruption of 
the menſes or hæmorrhoidal flux. 


4. If the diſorder ariſes not ſo much from an 
accumulation of blood, as from acrimonious hu- 
mours, rendered more virulent by the exhibi- 
tion of hot alexipharmics, or repelled from the 
external parts, as in exanthematous fevers, the 
viſcera of animals, newly killed, are to be 
applied warm to the ſhaved head, and their 
heat occaſionally renewed by dipping them in 
warm water. 


5. In Poland, both a phrenitic and maniacal 


delirium frequently happen from a latent plica, 

and ceaſe upon its eruption, which is promoted 

by waſhing the head twice a-day with a decoc- 

tion of club-moſs made in water, in the propor 
tion of a handful to a quart. 
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6. All ſtimulating medicines ſhould be ab. 


| ſtained from; as alſo opiates, eſpecially where 


the ſtrength is weak. Bliſters likewiſe appear 


improper. BacLtivi obſerves, that in deliria, 
with acute fevers and dryneſs of the tongue, 
marks of a high inflammation of the viſcera, on 
the application of bliſters all the ſymptoms in- 
creaſe, and the patient generally dies convulſed. 


58 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A man of forty, on the ſuppreſſion, by o- 
piates, of a flux which happened on the ſixth day 
of an ardent fever; and being allowed wine, 
complained of an increaſe of the intenſe pain in 
the head, extreme anxiety of the præcordia, in- 
flammation of the fauces and ceſophagus, and 
large collections of viſcid mucous matter in the 
mouth ; ſoon after, he became furious, ſo as 
ſcarce to be kept in bed by four ſtrong men. 
Veneſection and a variety of remedies were 
uſed without effect: the phrenitis continued for 


| five days without abatement, and then termina- 


ted in death. 


2. In a wail deficiency of the lochia, with 


great debility, burning heat, anxiety, and diffi- 


culty of breathing ; myrrh with aromatics, and 
volatile ſalts, were taken. The anxieties increa- 
| ſed, 
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ſed, urine and ſtool were ſuppreſſed; and aſter 
conſtant watchfulneſs for fix days, a gloſſineſs of 
the eyes, and redneſs of the face, portended a 
delirium. In a little time, the woman grew 
furious, and ran abroad naked, inſenſible of the 
ſeverity of the froſt. A vein was opened in the 
foot; a dram of nitre, ſix grains of camphor, 
and the ſame quantity of theriaca cœleſtis, given 
at four doſes; and a cephalic epithem applied 
to the temples. A calm fleep ſucceeded, from 
which the patient awaked languid and extreme- 
ly weak: a profuſe ſweating continued for a 
week, during which time, a decoction of hartſ- 
horn with citron-juice was drunk liberally. By 
theſe means, this dangerous diſtemper was ſub- 
dued, but a flow: fever, kept up by cuſtomary 
irregularities, degenerated at length into a hec- 


tic, n in the the * — 


her off. 


In this caſe, the warm medicines, taken at 
firſt to promote the lochia, were extremely im- 
proper. Bleeding, and nitre with caſtor, would 
have been the moſt effectual remedies. 


=—_ 
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3. A clergyman, in a fever attended from 


the beginning with conſtant watchfulneſs, reſt- 

leſſneſs, anxiety, intenſe thirſt, and profuſe 

feats, was kept hot, and took warm medi- 
R 3 cines: 
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cines: on the fifth day, exanthemata appeared, 
without the leaſt relief. The ſame medicines 
were continued, with the interpoſition of nitre; 
and on the ninth day, of a little opium, after 
which a delirium began. About ten ounces of 
blood being taken away on the eleventh, the 
patient ſlept; but on awaking became extreme- 
ly outrageous, and continued ſo till death cloſed 


the ſcene on the twentieth: 


Alexipharmics and opiates were here entirely 


improper, and veneſection too late. 


4. A pleuriſy, from menſtrual obſtructions, in 
a girl of ſeventeen, was joined by a phrenitis: 
the fever went off in a profuſe hemorrhage 
from the noſe, but a diſorder of the ſenſes re- 
mained, the girl being ſometimes dejected, ſome. 
times furious, with frequent ſpaſmodic tenſions 
of the limbs. A courſe of purging, mineral wa- 


ters with milk, and bathing in common water, 


was followed for a month; after which, a decoc- 
tion of barley, with nitre and ſugar, was uſed 
liberally as common drink. In half a year, a 
complete cure was obtained. | 


=. & boy of fifteen, paſhonate, conſtantly en- 
gaged in quarrels with his ſchool-fellows, com- 
mm after being whipped, of loſs of appetite 
and 
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and ſleep, and frightful dreams: on the ſeventh Phrenitic 
day, a high phrenly came on, with convulſive Mes 2 
motions of the limbs. The patient was furious a 
in the paroxyſms, flept at times, had thin urine 
without any ſediment, a quick, batd and une- 
qual pulſe, and ſome red puſtules on the back 
and brealt. Ptiſans with milk and nitre being 
drank copiouſly, the fever and violent ſymptoms 
went off, but a diſorder of mind and ſtrong paſ- 
ſions remained: theſe yielded to a courſe of mi- 

neral waters for a month, and bathing for a 
fortnight. 5 25 
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CHAPTER VI. 


O PnzumoNnic INFLAMMATION. 


F 1. General Hiſtory of Pneumonic Inflamma- 


tion. 


HE pneumonic fever is one of the acute 

inflammatory kind, ariſing from an ob- 
ſtruction of circulation | in the blood-veſſels of 
the lungs. 


The pleuriſy is an inflammation of the exte- 
rior membranous ſubſtance of the lungs, which 


is ſometimes, but not always, communicated to 


the pleura. The pain is ſharp and pungent, 


and confined to the fide, the breathing ſhort 


and difficult, the pulſe hard and tenſe. 


In the peripneumony the inflammation is ſeat- 
ed deeper in the ſubſtance of the lungs, the 
pain 1s more dull, and extends to the back and 


ſcapulæ, the breathing more laborious, and the 


pulſe ſoft. 


The 
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The ſpurious pleuriſy is no other than a ſpe- 
cies of rheumatiſm, or an inflammation of the in- 
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tercoſtal muſcles. The breathing is but little ——— 


affected, and the pain is increaſed by external 
preflure. 2 5 


There are hardly any fevers in which criſes 
are ſo regularly obſerved as in the true pleurily 
and peripneumony. In young perſons, and ſuch 
as are of a moderately ſtrong conſtitution, the 
matter expeQorated by the cough generally ap- 
pears bloody about the fourth day, and on the 
ſeventh day the diſeaſe goes off in a copious 
ſweat. In perſons of a phlegmatic and ſluggiſh 
diſpoſition, and where the diforder is ſeated 
deep in the lungs, the ſolution happens about 
the eleventh or fourteenth day, partly by ſpit- 
ting, and partly by ſweat, the pulſe growing ſoft- 
er, and a gentle refreſhing ſleep coming on. An 
imperfect ſleep gives no relief. If the ſymptoms 
continue to the twenty-firſt day, there is danger 
of an abſceſs in the breaſt. A free expectora- 
tion from the bottom of the lungs, of a viſcid 
matter on the fourth day, appearing bloody, 
and ſometimes purulent, are favourable ſymp- 
toms; the earlier and freer the ſpitting, the 
greater is the hope of recovery; but care muſt 
be had, when the diſorder terminates in a copi- 
ous expectoration of virulent matter, that a 
phthiſis 
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phthiſis or hectic does not ſucceed. Frequent 
looſe ſtools are dangerous; but a looſeneſs on 


—— the eleventh or twelfth day, if not too profuſe, 


is not greatly to be feared ; the purulent matter 
is thus ſometimes evacuated. An hemorrhage 
from the noſe, about the fourth day, gives re- 


het, 


No inflammations are more apt to return 
than thoſe of the lungs. Some, ſcarce recover- 
ed, have ſuffered a mortal relapſe from irregu- 
larities in diet, particularly the immoderate uſe 
of ſtrang wines. I have known four or more 
relapſes in one year. A ſtrict regimen there- 
tore mult conſtantly be obſerved after the cure, 


Wherever inflammations of the lungs prove 
mortal, the patient dies ſuffocated, from a defi- 
ciency of expectoration. On diſſection, the 


| lungs are found inflated, their veſſels diſtended 


with thick tenacious blood, hard, like the liver, 
and fo heavy as to ſink in water. Sometimes 
they are covered with ſmall abſceſſes, and hard 
tubercles; and the pleura inflamed and ſphace- 
lated. Sometimes likewiſe polypous concretions 


are found in the pulmonary vein and the arte- 


ria magna; which having obſtructed the free 
courſe of the blood through the lungs, occaſion- 
ed its accumulation, and the inflammation of the 
Part. 
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58 2. Method of Cure. 


The cure is to be effected by copious and ear- 
ly bleeding, diluents, ſmall doſes of nitre and 
alexiterial juleps, with vinegar, and oily lohochs, 
with a little ſaffron for promoting expeQoration. 
If the diſeaſe is of the low malignant kind, half 
2 grain of camphor may be added to the anti- 
phlogiſtics. 


& 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. The cure depends principally upon bleed- 
ing, which gives the greater relief the earlier it 
is performed. The blood ſhould be drawn from 
the arm of the affected fide : the quantity, and 


repetitions, are to be determined by the ſtrength 
and habit of the patient; if too much be taken 


away, the expeCtoration will be impeded, the ob- 
ſtruction confirmed, and a ſphacelus apt to en- 


ſue; if too little, the patient finds no relief, and 


the diſeaſe is apt to increaſe. 


2. Diluents, as whey or barley- water, with a 


little honey, are of great advantage: the more 
liquid the patient drinks, the better, eſpecially if 
the body ſweats much. Cold liquors, and too 
great heat, are to be equally avoided. 


3. Avoid 
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3. Avoid all thoſe medicines which ſtrongly 
promote urine, ſtool, or ſweat; leſt the thin lym. 


== phatic humours, by whoſe aſſiſtance the ſtagnant 


blood is to be reſolved, be drained off. The 
belly muſt not be looſe, - leſt the ſpitting and 


ſtrength fail; nor yet coſtive, which would in- 


creale the fever. Two or three ſpontaneous 
looſe ſtools are not to be prohibited, but coſtive. 
neſs muſt be early provided againſt by glyſters. 

4. Opiates are generally recommended for al- 
leviating the pain. In young perſons, where the 
pain is extremely violent, flight opiates may be 
allowed, in conjunction with nitre and diapho- 
retics : but in an advanced age, where the juices 
are thick, and where the inflammation is lodged 


deep, they fix and prevent the expeQoration of 


the humours, and weaken the ſtrength. 


5. The pain is greatly abated, the rigid fibres 
relaxed, the breathing rendered more free, and 
the matter prepared for expectoration, by keep- 
ing a bladder full of warm liquor almoſt con- 
ſtantly upon the part affected. Fomenting the 
pained part with a ſolution of camphor half a 
dram, in oil of almonds one ounce, is likewiſe of 
good ſervice. 


6. ExpeQtorants and ſweets are not to be given 
on the firſt days, nor till the matter is concoct- 


ed 
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ed and rendered fit for expeQoration ; otherwiſe Pneam. 


they occaſion a greater afflux of humours to the 


Inflam- 
mation. 


lungs. Some direct ſpermaceti to be taken in 


large quantity for diſſolving the blood; but, on 
account of the nauſea which it excites, it gene- 


rally does more harm than good ; nor is its diſ- 
| ſolving power ſo great as that of vinegar mixed 


with crabs- eyes. Ka 


84. Hifaries of Caſes. 


1. A boy about ſixteen, after omitting for a year 
cupping and ſcarification, which for ſome time 
before had been performed almoſt every month, 
was ſeized with a ſhivering, wearineſs, pain in 
the breaſt, difficulty of breathing, proſtration of 
the appetite and ſtrength, preternatural heat, a 
quick, hard, and unequal pulſe, and turbulent 
ſleep. Various pectorals were given internally, 
without effect: all the ſymptoms increaſed, till 
on the ſeventh day he expired. 


The lungs were found prodigiouſly inflated, 
ſo as to fill almoſt the whole cavity; firmly ad- 
hering to the diaphragm and pleura on both 
ſides; hard, like fleſh ; ponderous, ſo as to ſink 
in water; containing a little putrid bloody ichor, 
but no pus. In the pulmonary veſſels were large 
polypous concretions ; which ſeemed to have 

been 
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been the cauſe of the diſcaſe, and whoſe ill con. 
ſequences might probably have been prevented 
by veneſection. 6 


2. A gentleman about twenty, of a ſpongy ha- 
bit and full of blood, ſubje& in infancy to fre. 
quent bleedings at the noſe, recovered ſome 
months from an obſtinate quartan, was ſeized in 
ſpring, after great irregularities, with a true pley- 
riſy. A purgative given at the beginning, occa- 
ſioned a few ſtools, and confiderable weakneſs. 
A vein being opened, the blood proved very 
fizy, black, and covered with a tenacious mat- 
ter. The difficulty of breathing continued ſo 
great, that he was obliged to fit conſtantly up- 
right; the pulſe hard, ſmall, and quick; the 
cough perpetual, the ſputum in ſome degree 
bloody, and thrown up with exquiſite pun- 
gent pain. On the fifth day, a bladder of 
warm liquor was applied to the affected ſide; ni- 
trous medicines, with folution of crabs-eyes in 
vinegar, given in frequent ſmall doſes ; and a 
warm infuſion of veronica, elder-flowers, liquo- | 
rice, and fennel- ſeeds, uſed for drink. On the 
ſeventh day, an hzmorrhage from the noſe, fol- 
lowed by an univerſal ſweat, proved: a complete 
ſolution. The fame diſorder returned almoſt 
every year afterwards, till a UNE carried him 


off in the thirtieth. 
3. A 
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z. A nobleman of a robuſt corpulent habit, 
good appetite, and long accuitomed to hard 
foods, from cold, and eating pulſe, was ſeized 
with a colic, which continued very ſevere for a 
day and night. Carminative draughts and hot 
eſſences being given, a great difficulty of brea- 
thing ſupervened on the third day, with a fever, 
reſtleſſneſs, a tenſive and pungent pain ſtriking 
from the breaſt to the back. A vein was open- 
ed, and a decoction of manna with ſome grains 
of emetic tartar exhibited, by which the ſtomach 
and inteſtines were plentifully unloaded, but the 
anxiety and difficulty of reſpiration increaſed. 
Reſolvent pectoral mixtures were ſubjoined ; on 
the ſixth day, a vein was opened again; and on 
the ſeventh, the manna was repeated, without re- 
lief; nor were cataplaſms, applied to the breaſt, 
of any ſervice. At length mineral waters were 
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drank in conſiderable quantity, till, on the ele- 


venth day, the patient died of ſuffocation. 


In robuſt plethoric perſons, eſpecially when 
advanced in years, a peripneumony is no uncom- 
mon conſequence of a ſimple colic, which might 
have been eaſily diſcuſſed by glyſters and other 
proper remedies. The purging and vomiting, 
and drinking cold liquor at the height of the 
tever, could not but do harm. The author of 
tus diſeaſe was the perſon who became famous 

for 
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for a new way of treating petechial fevers in the 
Berlin acts. 


4. A man of a ſpongy habit, corpulent, florid, 
and full of blood, after. intemperance and a long 
journey, fell into a pleuro - peripneumony, with a 


high fever. By repeated bleeding, antiphlogi- 


ſtics, and warm infuſions, the dangerous ſymp- 
toms were removed; a ſlight cough continuing, 
with a flow fever, languor of the ſtrength, ema- 
ciation, but no great difficulty of breathing. Va- 
rious remedies were uſed without effe& for 
eight weeks; when on a ſudden, a purulent 
matter was thrown up with violence, to the 
quantity of about a quart in three or four hours; 
on which, the breathing became inſtantly more 
free, and the febrile heat remitted. The ſpit- 
ting continued for a month, but in leſs quantity: 
the patient in the mean time had good appetite, 
ſlept well, and by degrees recovered perfect 
health, by the uſe only of milk with ſugar of 
roſes, and the interpoſition of pectorals. He had 


| however frequent returns of an acute pain in 


the affected ſide, after ſtrong exerciſe, drinking 
too freely, or the immoderate uſe of acids. 


5. A young gentleman of twenty, of a ſan- 
guineo-phlegmatic habit, ſubject to frequent and 


profuſe hæmorrhages from the noſe, and who 
two 


two years before had ſuffered a violent acute 
diſorder of the breaſt ; having, whilſt heated 


by exerciſe, drunk cold liquor, and eat greedily 
of ſalted meat and pulſe ; complained of a ſlight 
pain at the pit of the ſtomach, and an intenſe 
one of the head, with a quick, contracted pulſe; 
the belly bound. A temperating powder was 
given in the evening; but he had no ſleep, and 
in the morning the breathing was laborious, with 
an oppreſſion at the breaſt, and a pain in the left 
ſide a little above the baſtard ribs. A vein was o- 
pened, the blood was found to be black and in- 
flammatory; and a diſcutient mixture exhibited, 
The complaints remitted, but next day the pain 
of the fide and anxiety at the breaſt returned 

more violently, with great weakneſs, turbulent 
| ſleep, and loſs of appetite. A bladder of warm 
liquor applied to the affected part, and an emol- 
lient glyſter, procured ſome relief, which was 
farther increaſed by ſipping occaſionally a warm 
infuſion, and ſpitting up a thick brown colour- 
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ed matter. On the ſeventh day, he grew again 


worſe, with an alienation of mind, eſpecially on 
cloſing his eyes. By the interpoſition of nitrous 
powders with camphor, the breaſt was ſome- 
what eaſed, and towards the ninth day he ſweat- 
ed a little. After the ninth, he had three or 
tour looſe ſtools a-day, at firſt thick and fetid, 


afterwards flimy and purulent : this evacuation - 


Vor.l. S gave 
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Part I. gave little relief, but rather increaſed the weak. 
Sect. II. 

Chap. 6. neſs. On the eleventh day, a profuſe ſweat 

brcke out ſuddenly all over the body; after 

Which, he fell into a deep ſleep, and awaked 

much refreſhed: the ſpitting and flux, with a 

gentle moiſture on the ſkin, continued for ſome 


days, and by degrees he recovered. 
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| CHAPTER VI. 


Of the InFLammaTlION of the Lives. 


C1. General Hiſtory of the Inflammation of the 


Liver. | 


HE inflammation of the liver, commonly 

called the febris hepatica, or hepatitis, is 
attended with a ſharp pain in the part, frequent- 
ly extending to the ſhoulders, and increaſed up- 
on external preflure. It is accompanied with 
great difficulty of breathing, and generally an 
acute fever. This diſorder is no other than a 
ſpecies of rheumatic fever, only the exterior 
membranes and ligaments of the liver, by which 
it is connected to the falſe ribs and diaphragm, 
are uſually affected. The internal ſubſtance of 
the liver, which, from the want of nerves, is of 
no great ſenſibility, is rarely found inflamed, 
though frequently, from tranſlations of matter, it 


is found to be impoſthumated, corrupted or 
mortified. 


The hepatitis and ſpurious pleuriſy are ſome- 
times complicated together; and, when diſtinct, 


8 2 they 


275 


276 


Part J. 


Sect. II. 
Chap. 7. 
—— 


pc TIA sr 


they have many ſymptoms in common; ſuch az 
a ſharp pain in the fide, reaching often alſo to the 
neck and ſhoulders, a difficulty of breathing, and 
a dry cough. They are eaſily diſtinguiſhed by the 
pain being in the pleuriſy chiefly about the true 
ribs ; in the hepatitis, about the falſe ribs; in 
the former, the patient can lie on the left ſide, 
in the latter, he cannot, the weight of the liver, 
in this ſituation, irritating the inflamed liga: 
ments. 


The hepatitis is likewiſe to be carefully diſtin. 
guiſhed from thoſe fixed and burning pains 
about the pit of the ſtomach towards the right 
fide, often accompanied with a vomiting and fin- 
gultus, which ariſe from a calculus in the duc- 


tus cyſticus, or choledochus : from the pains in 


the right ſide, to which hypochondriacal perſons 
are ſubject, whoſe ſeat is in the flexure of the 
colon, and which are not attended with any fe- 
ver: and from the tumour of the right hypo- 
chondre, occafioned by an inflammation of the 
abdominal muſcles, particularly the tranſverſe 
ones, which are ſtrongly connected with the pe- 
ritoneum about the region of the liver; in this 
caſe there is little fever, and no cough or vomit- 
ing, which commonly accompany the hepatitis; 
the manifeſt tumour and tenſion of the ſkin diſ- 
cover the muſcles to be affected. | 
| | | FRY The 
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The hepatitis, properly treated, rarely proves 


mortal, provided the viſcera are ſound: it gene- 
rally goes off, in ſeven or eleven days, in a co- 
pious ſweat. But if, from imprudent manage- 
ment, the pain and inflammation continue long; 
a flow fever comes on, with a waſting of the 


body, loſs of ſtrength and appetite, dryneſs of 


the mouth, and white thin urine; marks that 
an abſceſs is now formed in the liver: 


C2. Method of Cure, with Practical Cautions 
and Obſervations. 


1. The cure is to be effected by diluents with 
nitre ; and keeping up a conſtant gentle diapho- 
reſis, with a mixture of fſpiritus nitri dulcis 
and volatile ſpirits or camphor. The belly, if 
bound, is to be opened by glyſters, and gentle 
laxative potions ; and bladders full of warm li- 
quor applied to the part affected. 


2. Opiates, the warm ſudorifics, and a hot re- 
gimen, muſt be avoided. Opium generally oc- 
caſions laborious and uneaſy ſleep, with fright- 
ful dreams, anxiety and inquietude. 


3. UnQuous, faturnine, and ſpiritous applica- 
tions are improper : the firſt obſtruct the pores 
of-the ſkin, the ſecond cool and conſtringe too 
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much, and the third render the fibres more ri- 
gid. Even camphorated ſpirit of wine, though 
ſtrongly commended, has 'no place, unleſs 


where nature is low, and before the acceſſion or 


during the remiſhon of the intenſe febrile heat, 


4. Veneſection at the beginning is of great 
advantage for preventing the increaſe of the in- 


flammation. The blood ſhould be drawn from 


the arm, or foot, of the affected ſide; and the 
evacuation repeated according to the urgency of 
the ſymptoms, and the ſtrength of the patient. 


5. If the ſpaſm in the inflamed part is ſo vio- 
lent as to affect, by conſent, the ſtomach, duo- 
denum, and the biliary duQs, which may be 
judged of from an anxiety of the præcordia, vo- 
miting, hiccup and coſtiveneſs; oily glyſters 
are to be injected, bladders of warm liquor ap- 
plied to the parts affected, and diaphoretic mix- 
tures, with nitre and the mineral anodyne liquor, 
exhibited internally. 


6. If the diſorder be complicated with obſtruc- 
tions of the liver, and if ſymptoms of the jaun- 
dice ariſe from thence; epithems of wormwood, 
chamomile- flowers, cummin-ſeed, c. boiled in 
wine, are to be repeatedly applied. The ſame 


epithems are likewiſe ſerviceable in the decline, 


for preventing an abſceſs, 
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1. An officer of the army, aged ſixty, of an 
irregular life, after a fall from a horſe, complain- 
ed for ſome weeks of a {harp pain in the right 
hypochondre, with a fever, difficulty of brea- 
thing and coſtivenels. "Theſe ſymptoms were 
relieved ; but a dull pain remained for a year, 
with a weakneſs of ſtrength and appetite. On 
riding, he perceived as it were a ſenſe of inter- 
nal rupture; on which the pain ceaſed all at 
once, and an extreme languor, difficulty of brea- 
thing, and conſtriction of the præcordia ſuc- 
ceeded. A vein. was opened, but fcarce any 
blood came ; analeptics were given in vain : in 
a few hours he expired. After death, the belly 
ſwelled ſurpriſingly, and next day burſt, diſchar- 


ging a putrid ſanies, which filled the whole houſe 
with a cadaverous ſtench. _ 


2. A man of thirty-ſix, had a ,pain in the 
right bypochondre for near a year, to which ac- 
ceded a flow fever, great waſting, and yellow 
colour of the whole body: the hypochondre was 
hard and ſomewhat ſwelled, the abdominal muſ- 
cles extenuated, the urine thin and fiery, the 


mouth dry, the belly ſometimes looſe, ſometimes 


bound, with loathing of food, and unquenchable 
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thirſt. An incifion being made, a purulent mat. 
ter was diſcharged, ſo fetid as to infect the whole 
houſe, and render the room almoſt inſupportable. 


Soon after, he expired. 


3. A man of thirty, of a ſedentary life, com- 
plained of extreme languor of the whole body, 
great propenſity to anger, and a bitter taſte in 
the mouth. About a month after, he was ſei- 
zed with a pain in the right leg and hypochondre, 
which was increaſed by preſſure; he was alſo af. 
fected with loathing of food, reſtleſſneſs, turbulent 
ſleep, and preternatural heat: the extremities 
quickly grew cold from cool air ; the colour of 
the face frequentlychanged; the belly was looſe; 
nitrous powders procured large fetid bilious ſtools; 
the urine thick and red, with a ſediment; the pain 
increaſed after ſtools, laughing or breathing deep. 
Some blood was drawn, and diaphoretics exhi- 
bited : on the ſeventh day, the ſkin, before arid, 
became moiſt, and a copious ſweat proved a ſo- 
lution of the diforder. 
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Of the NeenrITIC FE VER. 


—_— 
1 


$ 1. General Hiſtory of the Nephritic Fever. 


5 is a fever from an inflammation 
of the kidneys; with a fixed burning 
pain in the loins, a difficulty of paſſing urine, 
and other ſpaſmodic complaints in the lower 
belly. 1 
The ſlighter inflammations, though attended 
with great pain and heat, ſoon yield to proper 
medicines with a diaphoretic regimen. The 
more violent are of longer duration: if the pain 


continue till the fourteenth day, a ſuppuration 


happens, and then the pain abates, and the urine, 
before thin and watery, becomes thick and high 
coloured, and depoſites a groſs ſediment, com- 
poſed partly of purulent, and partly of mucous 


matter. Sometimes the inflammation is lodged 


ſo deep, that the exulceration which follows it 
continues for ſeveral years, ſucceſſively conſu- 
ming the whole ſubſtance of the kidneys, till at 

length 
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length the patient dies of a tabes and heQtic fe. 
ver: on difſeQion, inſtead of a kidney, only a 
bag of pus is found. If the pus eſcapes, and 
falls into the cavity of the pelvis, it occaſions, 
before death, intolerable pains, and a retention 
of urine; the bladder, a part of exquiſite ſenſa- 
tion, being corroded and convulſed by the in- 


cumbent pus. 


A very violent nephritic fever ariſes from a 
calculus, not whilſt lodged in the kidneys, for 
there it occaſions no inconvenience, but in its 
paſſage from thence along the ureters: the pain 
which it excites in theſe extremely ſenſible parts, 
does not abate till the ſtone has arrived in the 
bladder. The calculous nephritis rarely hap- 
pens, without being preceded by a ſimple in- 
flammatory or purulent one, this generally lay- 
ing the foundation of the other : the urine ex- 
travaſated, and ſtagnating, or mingling with the 
pus, gradually depoſites earthy moleculæ, which 
coaleſcing form the calculus. 


$ 2. Methid of Cure, with Practical Caution: 
; and Obſervations. 


1. In the fighter, caſes ariſing from cold, no- 
thing farther is neceſſary than to apply warm 
clothes to the back, belly and feet; and to drink 

liberally 
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liberally of warm liquors, for promoting a dia- 
phoreſis. If the belly be much bound, a glyſter 
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of milk, oil, honey and nitre, is to be injectet. 


2. If the fixed burning pain continue, and 
thus diſcovers that the renal veſſels are obſtruc- 
ted and diſtended with ſizy blood; the plethora 
muſt be ſpeedily diminiſhed by veneſeQion in 
the foot; or in perſons diſpoſed to the hæmor- 
rhoidal flux, by applying leeches to the veins of 
the anus. After theſe evacuations, anti iſ 
tics, diluents and diaphoretics take place. 


3. If a dyſury and purulent matter in the u- 
tine, ſhew that an abſceſs is formed; the indica- 
tions are, to obtund the acrimony of the pus, 
and deterge and heal the parts. Theſe inten- 
tions are anſwered by milk and whey, glutinous 
liquors, infuſions of the vulnerary plants ſweet- 
ened with honey, and rob of juniper-berries diſ- 
ſolved in Malvatic wine. 


4. The greateſt relief, both in the inflamma- 
tory and calculous nephritis, is to be expected 
from ſoft glyſters of milk, whey, or a decoction 
of chamomile and elder-flowers, with an ounce 
or two of ſyrup of marſhmallows, and a dram 
of nitre. The glyſters ſhould be retained a con- 
ſiderable time, that they may relax the parts, 
and procure an exit for flatulencies. 


5. As 
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5. As inflations of the colon, by compreſſing 
the left kidney, diſpoſe to and exaſperate nephri. 
tic complaints, all flatulent ſubſtances ſhould be 
avoided, carminatives given occalionally, and the 


belly kept apen. 


6. With regard to externals, unctuous lini- 
ments, camphorated ſpirit of wine, bathing, are 
not adviſable whilſt the fever and acute pain con- 
tinue: a bladder half full of warm water will be 
of greater ſervice. Where there is ſuſpicion of 
an exulceration after the fever, great benefit 
has been received from plaſters containing fu- 
gar of lead and camphor. 


7. Mineral waters are of ſervice in all diſor- 
ders of the kidneys; but the ſtronger ones, 
whether cathartic or chalybeate, are to be uſed 
with circumſpection. Thoſe of Seltzer are the 


| moſt adviſable ; which, for cleanſing the exul- 


cerated parts, ſhould be drank for a fortnight _ 
alone, and afterwards for a month with milk, 
with the interpoſition of traumatics. 


§ 3. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. Her ſerene Highneſs t, near ſix- 


ty, of a ſoft and ſanguine conſtitution, who for 
ſome years had drunk nothing but wine and 


- aquavitz, 
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aquavitæ, after being greatly heated by exerciſe, 
complained of a pain of the back and left hypo- 
chondre, with ſhivering and chilneſs, a fever, 
reſtleſſneſs, anxiety, conſtipation of the belly, a 
fixed pain of the left kidney, remitting a little at 
times, but always increaſing towards night, du- 
ring which the urine was pale and thin. "Theſe 
ſymptoms continued till the eleventh day, when 
the pain abated, and the urine became extreme- 


ly turbid, and depofited a copious brown ſedi- 


ment. The principal medicines made uſe of, 
were ſoft cooling emulſions, mild diaphoretic 
"nitrous powders, and oil of almonds, with emol- 
lient fomentations and camphorated ointments. 
To prevent farther exulceration, and promote 
the conſolidation of the parts, infuſions of the 
vulnerary herbs were drank with milk for a 
month, and the Seltzer waters next ſpring. 


2. A man of twenty-eight, full of blood, of 
_ a family ſubject to calculous diſorders, fell 
into a high fever with a violent pain in the 
left kidney, and ſpaſmodic contraction of the 
left leg; he was alſo affected with gripes, co- 
ſtireneſs, eruQations, and difficulty of making 
urine, which depoſited a white ſediment. Some 
blood was taken away, emulſions exhibited with 
nitre and ſyrup of poppies, a bladder of warm 
liquor applied to the pained part, and a glyſter 
of whey, oil of almonds, ſyrup of marſhmallows 


and 
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and nitre, injected every three hours. By this 
means, the belly was opened, the troubleſome 
flatulencies intercepted, and the gripes abated ; 
but a calculus fell down into the ureter, with 
exquiſite pain; to abate which, and promote its 
deſcent into the bladder, the anodyne liquor was 
given with liquid laudanum. The ſtone was 
extracted, and the patient has been free from 
calculous complaints for fome years ; but the 
meatus urinarius having been hurt in the ope- 
ration, and contracted in healing, a difficulty of 
paſſing urine remains. An infuſion of milfoil, 
and the Seltzer waters, with wine, and a pow- 
der of magneſia and nitre, were uſed by way of 
prevention. 


As not only a high fever, but gripes and con- 
ſtipation of the belly, vomitings and eructations, 


are joined to calculous pains, there is no difor- 


der whoſe diagnoſtics are more uncertain. I 
have known it miſtaken for an ardent fever, the 
iliac- paſſion, a convulſive colic, and an hæmor- 
rhoidal and flatulent colic. The miſtake how- 
ever 1s of the leſs conſequence, as all are to be 
treated nearly in the ſame manner, by emolli- 
ents, anodynes, and ſuch medicines as may re- 
lax the rigid fibres, and abate ſpaſms. 


3- A woman about forty, full of blood and 


| Juices, after omitting cuſtomary veneſection, in- 


dulging 
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dulging in full diet and a ſedentary life, the menſes Sa ad 


ſparing, was ſeized with a fixed pain in the left 
lumbar region, which continued ſome days, 
with a proſtration of the ſtrength, nauſea and 
coſtiveneſs. Opiates obtunded the pain, but 
increafed the conſtipation, anxiety and difficulty 
of breathing; the urine was ſuppreſſed, the bel- 
ly became hard and tenſe, and a fever acceded. 
Emollient decoctions, with ſenna and rhubarb, 
and a little ſpirit of nitre for abating thirſt, were 
now exhibited in vain: ſhiverings came on, 
with internal heat, faintings, and a light deli- 
rium: three grains of emetic tartar procured no 


evacuation, and in two hours after taking it ſhe 
expired, 


This diforder was moſt imprudently treated. 
It would in all probability have yielded to early 
bleeding and glyſters. 


4. A merchant of forty, of a choleric and ſan- 
guine temperament, after deferring autumnal 
bleeding longer than uſual, and travelling in a 
chariot in cold weather; complained of ſhiver- 
ing, followed by heat, a moſt acute pain in the 
left ſide above the os iſchium towards the back- 
bone, with coſtiveneſs, reſtleſſneſs, thirſt, ſtric- 


ture of the præcordia, flatulencies, and thin wa- 


tery urine. Oily glyſters and draughts alle- 
viated 


Fev er, or 
Nephritis. 
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viated the pain: purging pills given afterwards, 


operated with gripes, increaſed the pain in the 


—— kidney, reſtleſſneſs and heat; every thing taken 


into the ſtomach was thrown up, and the belly 


became again ſtrongly conſtipated. Some blood 


was taken away, a paregoric glyſter with nitre 
injected, the mineral anodyne liquor and nitrous 
powders exhibited alternately, and water -gruel 
with oil of almonds, and broth with citron-juice, 
uſed for drink: the heat, vomiting and pain a- 
bated ; but the latter returned at times, particu- 
larly in the evenings. The affected part was 
fomented with emollient ointments and oil of ju- 
niper, and an alkalized nitrous liquor taken 
twice a-day : on the ſeventh day, the belly an- 
ſwered ſpontaneouſly, the ſkin became moiſt, 
the pulſe ſoft, the urine turbid with a ſediment, 
and the pain went entirely off. Some time at- 
ter, on taking a ſaline purgative, a ſmall calcu- 
lus was voided with the urine. 


5. A nobleman about forty, of a good conſti- 
tution, full of blood, ſubject twice a-year to a 
fight hæmorrhoidal flux, was ſeized with an in- 
tenſe pain of the back and belly, ſo that he could 
not ſtand upright, with a frequent ſtimulus to 
urine, but ſmall diſcharge. A vein was opened 
in the foot ſeveral times, and an antiſpaſmodic 


powder 2 8 aloetic pills exhibited, with 
| 4 
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a view to promote the hæmorrhoidal evacua- Nephritic 


tion. The pain continued, returning perio- 
dically, chiefly in the lumbar region, often 
with a coldneſs of the extremities, followed by 
an univerſal heat. On drinking the Caroline 
waters, he grew eaſier, and voided in a few 
weeks not leſs than four hundred ſmootk calculi 
of different fizes. During this time, the pain 
was mild ; but returned pretty ſevere in his 
journey home, and did not entirely go off till a 
year after, when vulnerary infuſions, the mine- 
ral anodyne liquor, and the Toeplitz baths, made 
a complete cure. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Of the INFLAMMATION of the BLADDER, 


C1. General Hiſtory of the Inflammation of the 
_ | Bladder. 


\YSTITIS, or inflammation of the bladder 

is attended with an acute, burning, com- 

preſſive pain in the region of the pubes, a fever, 
teneſmus, and conſtant ſtimulus to urine. 


Inflammations of the bladder are always dan- 


gerous, and, unleſs early diſcufled, mortal, 
Sometimes they terminate at once in a gan- 


grene: ſometimes in a ſuppuration of the part; 
in which caſe, life is protracted for a time, but 
either a fatal hectic enſues, or the corruption 


ſpreads to the rectum, and induces a mortifica- 
tion. | 


§ 2. Method of Cure. 


No diſeaſes are more difficult of cure than 
thoſe which happen 1 in the bladder, a part of ex- 
quiſite 
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quiſite ſenſation, furniſhed with but little blood, Iuflamm. 


and conſtantly waſhed by urine, which prevents 
conſolidation. We are therefore to endeavour 
to prevent or remove them at the beginning. 


If a ſuppreſſion of the menſtrual or hæmor- 
rhoidal flux threaten a diſorder of the bladder, 
the evacuation muſt either be brought back, or 
ſupplied by plentiful artificial bleeding, eſpecial- 
ly in the foot. It the healing up of old ulcers 
in ſcorbutic perſons, the repulſion of exanthe- 
matous matter, or an impurity of the blood and 
juices be the cauſe, give diluents, obtunders of 


acrimony, gentle diaphoretics, and r of 


the blood. 


After the ſpaſm and inflammation have come 
on, beſides the remedies already mentioned, the 
mineral anodyne liquor is to be given with ex- 
tract of ſaffron and a little camphor, the nitre in 
the diaphoretic powders increaſed, and external 
means employed for relaxing the parts. Where a 


ſimple ſpaſm of the bladder occafions a teneſmus, 


or difficulty and pain in diſcharging urine, warm 
bathing, and the ſteam of warm water received 
through a 1 ſtool, are the moſt effectual 
remedies. 
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83. Practical Caution: and Obſervations. 


1. Nothing is of greater ſervice in the invete- 
rate diſorders of the bladder, ſo common to ca- 
chectic, ſcorbutic, hypochondriacal, and aged 
people, than the continued uſe of mineral wa. 
ters, which ſhould be taken at meals as common 
drink, with one-fourth their quantity of Moſelle 
2. Milk by itſelf is not well adapted to diſor- 
ders of the bladder. But drinking milk with 
the purging waters, or rather taking theſe wa- 
ters by themſelves for ſome weeks, to cleanſe a- 
way the ſanious and mucous matter, and then 
ſubjoining milk, either alone, or mixed with the 
waters, is of greater ſervice than any other re- 
-medy whatever. Aſſes milk is the moſt proper. 


3. Though bleeding is ferviceable, both for 
the prevention and cure of inflammations from 
an accumulation of blood; yet, where the blood 
is rather impure than redundant, frequent vene- 
ſection does harm: though it ſeems at firſt to 
relieve the pain, perſpiration is diminiſhed, and 
the diſeaſe confirmed. | 


4. Sweet wines, as Spaniſh or Hungarian, are 
allowable, for corroborating | the ſtomach, and 
recruiting 
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recruiting the ſtrength, provided a heat or fever Inflamm. 


do not contraindicate. Acidulous wines, as 0 
Rheniſh, are improper. — — 


5. Expoſure to cold, drinking cold liquors, 
too cooling, acid and nitrous medicines, are to 
be ſtudiouſly avoided, eſpecially by aged people. 
Moderate exerciſe, warm liquors, warm - baths 
and pediluvia, greatly mitigate the pain. Even 
the mineral waters ſhould be drunk ſomewhat 


warm. 


§ 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A man of forty, of a ſedentary life and im- 
moderate ſtudy, was afflited at times with an 
intolerable pain about the region of the pubes 
and perineum, and difficulty of urining. The 
fits laſted ſometimes for ſeveral weeks, with ex- 


treme reſtleſſneſs, watchfulneſs, anxieties, loſs of 
ſtrength, a tremor and coldneſs of the extremi... 


ties; the urine was generally in ſmall quantity 
and turbid, and depoſited a thick ſediment. By 
frequent returns of the diſorder for near fix 
years, the ſtrength was at length entirely ex- 
hauſted, and he expired. The cauſe was judged 
by all to be a calculus and ulceration of the 
bladder; but, on diſſection, there was not the 


leaſt mark of either: the ſubſtance of the blad- 
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der was much thicker and firmer than in its na. 


tural ſtate, and full of blood-veſlels greatly dif. 
tended, ſome as large as a goofe-quill, 


2. A man of forty, after changing an unſettled 


active life for a ſedentary one, had an hemor- 


rhoidal flux ; which being ſuppreſled, a diſcharge 
of bloody urine returned almoſt every month; 


and on the ceſſation of this, anxieties of the præ- 
cordia, pains of the loins, rumbling of the belly, 
indigeſtion, and loſs of appetite, enſued. For 


the removal of theſe complaints, various remedies 
were employed, without effect. An inflamma. 
tion of the bladder came on, diſtinguiſhable by 
a burning heat and pain in the region of the pu- 

bes, a difficulty of urining, fever, anxieties, and | 
delirium ; under which he expired. On diflec- 


tion, the bladder was found inflamed and ſpha- 


celated. | 


3. Aclergyman,of a ſedentary life, ſubjected to 
perpetual fatigue of mind, and of an impure ha- 
bit, was ſeized at times with a violent dyſury, and 


a a ſpurious pally of the right hand: whilſt the pal- 


ſy continued, the dyſury was eaſier ; but as one 
remitted, the other increaſed. Theſe complaints 
ſeemed at length to have yielded ; but, on expo- 
{ure to cold, intolerable pains in urining return- 
ed, followed by an inflammation and ulcera- 

tion 
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tion of the bladder, and an acute exanthematous 
fever, which carried him off. 


4. A man of eighty had for ſome years an ex- 
treme difficulty and pain in making water, which 
cluded the moſt powerful medicines. At length 
an eryſipelas in the feet left a running ſanious 
ulcer, which proved a complete ſolution both of 
the dyſury and pain in the pubes. 

5. A woman about forty, of a ſanguine con- 
ſtitution and ſedentary life, after omitting cu- 
ſtomary veneſection for two years, and an ob- 
| ſtruction of the menſes, was ſeized with exquiſite 
pains about the region of the pubes, extreme 


anxieties of the præcordia, obſtinate conſtipation 


of the belly, and proſtration of the appetite and 
ſtrength. Opiates in ſome meaſure alleviated 
the pain, but brought on a ſyncope and increaſe 
of the anxieties, which were followed by a deli- 
rium and death. On diſſection, both the blad- 
der and uterus were found inflamed and ſphace- 
lated, the other parts ſound. 


In all inflammations of nervous and mem- 
branous parts, as the phrenitis, pleuriſy, hepati- 
tis, inflammations of the ſtomach, inteſtines and 
bladder, nothing 1s more pernicious than opi- 
ates ; which, by ſtupefying the part, and totally 

T 4 obſtructing 
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Part I. obſtructing the motion of the blood through the 
_ er ſmall veſſels, bring on a gangrene. The proper 
p. 9. : 2 . * 
— remedies are, bleeding, diluents, diſcutients, 

ſſctall repeated doſes of the mineral anodyne li- 


quor mixed with volatile ſpirits, and a temperate 
diaphoretic regimen, 
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CHAPTER X. 


Of the IneLammaTION of the UrERus. 


$1. General Hiſtory of the e of the 
Uterus. 


HE inflammation of the uterus, or hyſte- 
ritis, is diſtinguiſhed by a fixed pain and 
burning heat in the groin, with an acute fever, 
pain of the loins and lower belly, inflatiof of the 
abdomen, ſtimulus to ſtool and urine, a difficulty 
and heat in paſſing urine, and violent diſorders 
of the head, breaſt, præcordia and ſtomach. 


The ſeat of the pain, and ſome of the other 
ſymptoms, vary according to the part of the u- 
terus affected. If the whole be inflamed, a vio- 
lent pulſatory motion 1s perceived all over its 
extent: if only the back part, the pain is felt a- 

bout the loins, and the belly is bound, from the 
compreſſion of the re&um : it the fore part, the 
pain is about the pubes, and the urine is ob- 
ſtructed, from the compreſſion of the bladder: 
if the ſides, the — are diſtended, and a 
weight 
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weight is perceived in the legs: if the fundus, 


the pain is chiefly towards the navel, accompa. 
nied with a ſwelling. 


External injuries, ſuppreſſions of the uterine 
evacuations, expoſure of the abdomen whilſt 
hot to ſudden 'cold, eſpecially during the men. 
ſtrual flux, diſpoſe to this diſeaſe. Women of 
exquiſite ſenſation, a paſſionate temper, and 
coſtive habit, if the purgations after delivery do 
not ſucceed regularly, are extremely ſubject to 

painful ſtrictures are felt in the abdomen, 
with a ſtimulus to urine, and a pain in voiding 
it, the feet become cold, the face red and ſwel- 
led, the eyes ſhining, ſometimes a little blood 
drops from the noſe, the mind is reſtleſs, the pa- 
tient gets no ſleep, or is diſturbed by frightful 
dreams, an extreme difficulty of reſpiration, 


faintings, convulſions, and a bigh delirium come 
ON. 


The lighter inflammations of the uterus ge- 
nerally yield to proper medicines in a few days. 
The more violent terminate about the ſeventh, 
ninth, or eleventh day, either in a ſuppuration 
or mortification of the part ; which laſt is uſual- 


ly preceded or accompanied by white miliary 


eruptions on the ſkin. Child-bed women are 
molt ſubject both to the eier and to the gan- 
grenous 
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grenous inflammation. In others, particularly 
thoſe who are full of blood, and of a ſoft ſpongy 
habit, who have frequently expoſed the lower 
parts whilſt heated to cold, omitted cuſtomary 
veneſection, and indulged in an inactive life in 
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old age, anguiſh of mind, venereal deſires, and 


unwholeſome foods; the inflammation more com- 
monly ſuppurates. Suppurations however ge- 
nerally end at laſt in a gangrene; though ſome- 
times an apoſtemation in the uterus has diſchar- 
ged a large quantity of white ſanies, and the 
patient recovered. 


If the exterior part of the uterus be inflamed, 
from external cold, a ſcirrhus is apt to ſucceed, 
which ulcerating forms an incurable cancer. 
Sometimes likewiſe the glands about the neck 
of the uterus, particularly about the internal ori- 
fice, become ſcirrhous, and at length are affec- 
ted with an ulcerous inflammation, which yields 
as little to medicine as the true cancer. 


$ 2. Method of Cure. 


As this diſeaſe is moſt common to child-bed 
women, and ſo dangerous and difficult of cure 
when formed, all poſſible means ought to be 
uſed for its prevention. Its principal cauſes are 
violence in parturition, and a deficiency of the 

lochia. 


| 
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lochia. After delivery therefore, reſt and quiet. 
neſs are to be directed, with a mild diaphoretic 


— regimen, diluents, and medicines which gently 


abate heat and ſpaſmodic ſtrictures, as nitre; to 
which, if hyſterical ſymptoms appear, a little 


caſtor may be added. Half an ounce, or an 


ounce of oil of almonds, may be given every day, 


either alone, or with one-fourth its quantity of 
ſpermaceti, in chicken-broth or water - gruel; 
and the belly anointed externally with a mixture 
of two or three ounces of expreſſed oil, and two 
or three drams of the eſſential oil of caraway- 
feeds, or with the oleum camphoratum. The 
patient being by theſe means compoſed, pro- 
ceed to the promotion of the lochia; for which 
purpoſe, nothing is more effectual than pills 
compoſed of bitter extracts, with mild gummy 
reſins and aloes : fifteen grains of a compoſition 
of this kind may be given every morning and 
evening, and continued, according to the exi- 


gency of the caſe, for fix or eight days. 


If, notwithſtanding theſe remedies, a continual 
fever comes on, the lochia are retained, the bel- 
ly diſtended by flatulencies, and ſpaſms ariſe, 
extending towards the upper parts; the redun- 
dant blood muſt be evacuated by veneſection in 
the foot. The French are too liberal in the uſe 
of this remedy ; but the Germans too ſparing, 

many 
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many women being carried off by an inflamma- 
tory fever of the uterus, who might have been 
ſaved by early bleeding. After veneſection, 
give every two hours two or three ſpoonfuls of 
a mixture of alexiterial waters, diſtilled vine- 
gar, crabs-eyes, diaphoretic antimony, and a 
little dulcified ſpirit of nitre or mineral anodyne 
liquor : chicken-broth, with a little orange-juice, 
may be uſed for common drink ; infuſions of 
veronica and other like herbs, as tea; nitrous 
powders and balſamic aloetic pills occafionally 
interpoſed; and the belly kept open by glyſters 
of whey, or decoction of chamomile-flowers, 
with nitre, honey and oll, 0 


| In inflammations not ariſing from child-birth, 
and affecting not ſo much the fundus of the u- 
terus as the neck and vagina, beſides the reme- 
dies above recommended, externals are to be 
called in aid; as epithems of the ſpiritous a- 
lexiterial water, tincture of ſaffron, camphora- 
ted ſpirit of wine, nitre and vinegar, to be ap- 
plied frequently with double linen cloths; and 
injections of aſſes milk, boiled with nitre, ſaffron 
and myrrh. The teneſmus, one of the moſt 


troubleſome ſymptoms in this diſorder, is relie- 


ved by the ſteam of warm water, and glyſters 
with oil of almonds and a little extract of ſaf- 
fron. The ſame remedies are proper where the 
_ inflammation ſuppurates. 


Inflammations 
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| Inflammations of the uterus from an impru- 
dent ſuppreſſion of the fluor albus, are very dif. 


—— ficult of cure. If the diſorder be chronical, the 


medicines chiefly to be depended on are, warm 
bathing, the ſteams of warm water impregnated 
with aromatic herbs, aſſes milk and whey, and 
the occaſional uſe of balſamie aloetie pills. 


Inflammations from external injuries require 
early and repeated bleeding, firſt in the arm, 
and afterwards in the foot. The belly muſt be 
kept open by glyſters, which in all uterine dif- 
orders are of great utility. Gentle diaphoretics 
and diſcutients are to be given internally; and 
an emollient plaſter, with ammoniacum, ſaffron 
and camphor, applied externally. 


§ 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


I. As many child-bed women are carried off 
by this diſorder, it is adviſable to guard againſt 
it during geſtation, by ſeaſonable bleeding, laxa- 
tives of rhubarb, and regularity in the non-na- 
turals. Pregnant women are to be earneſtly 
cautioned againſt ſpiritous aromatic liquors and 
forcing medicines, for promoting delivery, and 
to uſe in their place bleeding in the foot, and 
warm bathing, two or three weeks before the 
period. 
2. Violent 
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2. Violent paſſions are in no diſorder more Inflamm. 


dangerous than in this: nor is cold received in the 
inguina and abdomen in any caſe of worſe con- 
ſequence than after child-birth and abortion. 


3. The ſtronger forcing medicines, ſaffron, 
myrrh, amber, aloetics, warm aromatics,faline ſti- 
mulants, ſhould never be given where the lochia 
are ſuppreſſed ; for theſe augment the fever and 
ſpaſm, and conſtringe the paſſages. When the 
ſpaſm begins to abate, the pains to remit, and 
the blood to flow, the diſcharge may be ſafely 
promoted by the milder expellents, as tinctures 
of amber, myrrh, rhubarb, ſaffron, made, not 
in ſpiritous liquors, but in aqueous ones, im- 
pregnated with alkaline falt : theſe liquors ſhould 
be given in ſmall doſes, but frequently repeated. 


4. Bleeding is likewiſe one of the principal 
means for promoting the lochia ; from which 
we are not to be deterred by the violence of the 
ſymptoms, or even by miliary eruptions. . But 
if nature ſupplies the deficiency of this diſcharge, 
by a copious ſweat or flux of the belly, all the 


means of promoting it are to be abſtained 


from. 


5. The flux of a viſcid, yellow, and bloody 
humour from the uterus, portends an approach- 


ing 


of the 


Uterus. 
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ing ulceration ; to prevent or remove which, 
frequent purging with rhubarb, tamarinds and 
manna, is principally neceflary, If an ulcer re- 
mains, decoctions of the woods, with a diapho- 
retic regimen, are to be continued for three 
weeks or longer, | 


6. Cancerous ulcers, attended with a diſcharge 


of putrid ſanies, and part of the ſubſtance of the 
uterus corrupted, are almoſt incurable, If there 
be any hopes of a cure, aſſes milk, the milder 


mineral waters, and bathing every morning and 


evening for an hour or longer, in warm water 
with bran, are the moſt likely to ſucceed. 


7. In all abſceſſes and ulcerations of the womb, 
aſtringents and repellents are to be cautiouſly 
uſed, as being apt to bring on a ſcirrhus. Goats 
milk, elder-flower water, with ſaffron and * 


| beet Juice, i are the beſt injections. 


- 8, Cancers of the uterus are often accompa- 
nied with violent pains, which bring the patient 
extremely low, and entirely prevent reſt and 
ſleep. In theſe caſes, recourſe muſt be had to 
opium; which it has ſometimes been neceſſary 
to give every night, to the quantity of two or 
chree grains, for ſeveral months together. 


54. 
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& 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A woman of ſixty- ſix, thin and paſſionate, 

had a profuſe uterine hemorrhage for ſome 
months; which being at length ſuppreſſed by 
hot, acrid, aſtringent and aluminous applications, 
intenſe pains ſucceeded, and ſoon after a ſanious 
fetid diſcharge, with a ſlow fever, a waſting of 
the body, and great weakneſs. Opiates ſome- 
what alleviated the intolerable pain, which al- 


ways returned again. upon omitting them: as 


often as the fetid matter was retained, rum- 
blings in the belly, flatulent ſpaſms, hyſteric af- 
fections, cardialgiæ, and anxieties of the præ- 
cordia, enſued. In this manner ſhe dragged on 


life for two years, and then ſunk under the fe- 
ver and emaciation. 


2. A woman of forty, full of blood, in the 
fourth month of pregnancy took an antimonial 
preparation, from which ſhe vomited upwards 
of twenty times, and was extremely weakened. 
From this time ſhe always ailed, and about a 
lortnight after miſcarried. The abortion was 
preceded by a moſt violent pain in the groin, 
which continued for ſome months, with a quick 
pulſe, flight faintings at times, and ſometimes a 


cough and pain of the joints. At length a tu- 
Vo, I. mour 
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mour aroſe on the abdomen, with conſtant pun- 

gent pain and a flux of the belly, followed by a 
proſtration of the ſtrength, coldneſs of the ex. 
tremities, difficulty of breathing, and frequent 


faintings, under which ſhe expired. On diſſec- 


tion, ſome pounds of pus were found in the ca- 
vity of the abdomen ; the uterus ſpongy, great- 


ly enlarged, with numerous lacunæ from which 


the pus had proceeded; the adjoining inteſtines 
were eroded ; in the larger blood-veſlels, no 
blood was found, that fluid being almoſt wholly 


changed into the matter of pus. 


3. A woman of thirty-ſeven, who from a hard 
labour twelve years before, had always felt ſome 
pain in menſtruation, fell into a river during the 
flux, which inſtantly ſtopt: various ſpaſmodic and 
hyſteric affections enſued, and after ſome months 
the whole body ſwelled, and appeared of a leaden 
hue. The ſwelling was diſcufſed by proper re- 
medies, and the menſtrual flux brought back, a 
large quantity of thick coagulated blood being 
diſcharged, afterwards a bloody water, and at 
length a viſcid yellow matter. In this manner 
ſhe continued four years, ſundry medicines, 
chiefly balſamic pills and faline powders, being 
taken without effect. The pain and flux now 
ceaſed ; but two months after the pain returned 
in a moſt violent degree, in the region of the 

| pubes, 
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pubes, with a teneſmus, tenſion of the back, e- 
ructations, vomitings, loſs of appetite and ſleep, 
and conſtipation of the belly. By oily glyſters 
with affafetida, nitrous, powders with cinnabar 
and caſtor, the mineral anodyne liquor, bladders 
full of warm decoctions applied to the affected 
part, the pain was abated a little, and ſome clots 
of blood were diſcharged, followed by a bloody 
liquid. In a few days the ſymptoms returned 
as violent as before, with a ſenſation as if the 
uterus was drawn outwards. The former me- 
dicines were given in vain, Opiates gave mo- 
mentary relief; warm ſpiritous applications, 
none. The greateſt caſe was obtained from 
pills compoſed of ſtorax, ſaffron and cinnabar. 
Under the pains, ſome clots of blood were again 
voided, and afterwards a ſmall quantity of florid 
blood, followed by a bloody liquor. In this 
manner ſhe continued for ſome time; the pains 
| abating when the diſcharge ſucceeded, and in- 
creaſing when it ſtopt; a hard tumour at the 
ame time ariſing in the left ſide above the groin, 
In the end the diſeaſe proved fatal. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Of OPHTHALMIA. 


$ 1. General Hiſtory of Ophthalmia. 


Part I. PaTHALMIA confiſts in an inflammation of 

Sect. II. | 

Chap. 17. the membranes of the eyes. 

— ͤ—a?— 8 0 

This diſorder happens, when ſmall lateral vel- 

ſels, which in their natural ſtate carry only a co- 
lourleſs pellucid liquor, are diſtended with blood; 
for, on injecting a liquor of a red colour and 
ſomewhat thick conſiſtence into a branch of the 
carotid artery, the tunica adnata of the eye ap- 
pears reddiſh and inflamed throughout its whole 
extent. 


The lighter ophthalmiz, occaſioned by duſt, 
expoſure to cold, air, ſun, or other flight exter- 
nal cauſes, are inflammations of the tunica adnata 
only, and attended with little danger. 


The more violent, in which the eye-lids are allo 


inflamed, and the eye affected throughout with 
| | i 
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an exquiſite burning heat and pain, which are Iuflamm. 


exaſperated by light, prove frequently obſtinate 
and of long continuance, and ſometimes leave a 
dimneſs of ſight, by rendering the humours of the 
eye turbid, the cornea thicker and leſs pellucid. 
Theſe ariſe moſt commonly from internal cauſes, 
and are never to be cured without internal re- 
medies. 


The ſtill more violent inflammations penetra- 
ting to the bottom of the eye and its interior 
coats, are accompanied with moſt acute pain 
and fever. Theſe often terminate in a ſuppura- 
tion and total efflux of the humours. They are 
commonly occaſioned by violent blows or other 
external injuries, though ſometimes they have 


of the 
Eyes. 
—— 


followed. from the repulſion of inveterate erup- 


tions on the head. 


Debauches, immoderate venery, intemperance 


in ſtudy, the frequent looking at bright colours, 


ſtrong light, watching, acrid fumes, the meaſles 
and {mall pox, diſpoſe to this diſorder. If join- 
ed with an hemicrania or tooth-ach, an acrid 
ſcorbutic ſerum is the cauſe of both: this fre- 
quently happens from the repulſion of gouty 
humours, | | 
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§ 2. Method of Cure. 


The cure is to be effected by the general eva- 
cuations ot bleeding and purging, and making a 
more immediate derivation from the eyes, by 
leeches, cupping, bliſters applied to the nape of 
the neck and behind the ears. An infuſion of 
valerian root, liquorice, elder- flowers and fennel- 
ſeeds, is to be drank plentifully as tea, for pro- 
moting perſpiration; and its ſteam rec; d on 
the eyes. Collyria with camphor and Har of 
lead, are to be frequently applied warm; or if the 
humours are very acrimonious, ſome ſoft muci- 
lage, with a little ſaffron, 


& 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations, 


1. The lighter ophthalmia yields to cold re- 
pellent applications, as the white of an egg beat 
up with roſe-water, and a little alum. The 
more violent requires powerful internal medi- 
cines, diluents, whey, mineral waters, diaphore- 
tics, laxatives, with pediluvia, and if the patient 


be plethoric, early bleeding. In the moſt vio- 


lent kind, attended with a fever and danger of 
ſuppuration, bleed copiouſly in the jugulars, give 
internally diaphoretics, reſolvents, ſmall doſes of 


nitre and camphor ; and apply externally colly- 


ria 
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ria of roſe-water, with a little camphor and luflamm. 
. "Ae of the 
ſaffron : cooling applications do harm. * 
— 
2. Bleeding is not neceſſary in all ophthalmiæ: 
but wherever there is a remarkable plethora, 
where cuſtomary veneſection has been neglec- 
ted, or critical hæmorrhages ſuppreſſed, it can- 
not ſafely be omitted. Bliſters, ſetons, ſcarifi- 
cation behind the ears, rarely have place, till, in 
plethoric habits, veneſection, in cacochymic, laxa- 
tives, have been premiſed. Where bliſters are 
neceſſary, a ſingle application will not ſuſhce ; 
they mult be ſeveral times repeated, and that 
on the more ſenſible parts, as the nape of the 
neck, the elbows, and the wriſts : hedce ſetons 
are preferred; but as theſe are too paipful and 
troubleſome, our gentle bliſter is mo advi- 
ſable: the plaſter may be made of the ſize of a 
halfpenny, and kept on the neck for a month, 
or longer. 


3. Purgatives are to be adapted to the conſti- 
tution of the patient : where manna, tamarinds 
and tartar will take place, the more acrid ca- 
thartics are never to be uſed. Where the dif. 
order proceeds rather from an acrimony of the 
lerum than a redundance of blood, diaphoretics 
are of good ſervice, but mult be continued for a 
conſiderable time; particularly if the ophthalmia 


U 4 has 
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has ſucceeded another diſeaſe, or is joined with 
an hemicrania. | 


4. In all inflammations or other diſorders of 
the eyes, avoid ſpiritous liquors, immoderate 
exerciſe, groſs food, ſmoking tobacco, ſternuta- 
tories, the vapour of onions and garlic, bright 
colours and ſtrong light. The drink ſhould be 
water or aqueous liquors. 


5. Great caution is requiſite with regard to to- 
pics, the imprudent uſe of which has too frequent- 
ly occaſioned blindneſs. They are in general 
either too acrid, with lime-water, ſal ammonizc, 
white or blue vitriol; or too aſtringent, with 
alum; or too cooling, with ſugar of lead; or 
too drying, with calamine or tutty ; or too re- 
laxing, with mucilages and freſh butter. Though 
all theſe have their uſe in other diſorders of the 
eyes, yet in inflammations, eſpecially bloody ones, 
they are rather injurious than beneficial : the 
ſtagnation of the blood is confirmed, the pellu- 
cid humours rendered turbid, a waſting, corru- 
gation and ſuffuſion of the eye, and ſometimes 
an exulceration of the eye-lids, ſucceed. 


6. It is moſt adviſable to abſtain from topics 
till the third day, when, internals having been 
premiſed, thoſe above recommended may be ap- 

plied, 
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plied. In chronical ophthalmiæ, attended with nun 
a conſtant flux of acrid lymph, a mixture of 5 Pars a 
one part of white vitriol, and fix of freſh butter, 
is likewiſe of good ſervice: about the bulk of 
a large pea is to be put occaſionally into the 


corner of the eye. 


7. If the diſorder leaves a kind of ſpot and 
diminution of fight, as it frequently does; no- 
thing 1s better than ſome drops of freſh vipers fat 
let fall into the eye, and the ſmelling occafionally 
volatile ſalts impregnated with oil of marjoram. 
But theſe remedies muſt be uſed early; for if 
the complaint be of long ſtanding, it is ſcarce to 
be removed. I have known however an almoſt 
total loſs of ſight from an ophthalmia, cured by 
mercurial liniments applied to the knees and 
hams, with the interpoſition of warm bathing. 


54. | Hiſtories ' of Caſes. 


1. A young man, hot in fencing, received a 
blow with the foil on the left eye, which immedi- 
ately grew red and painful, but did not hinder the 
evening being ſpent in wine and quarrels. Next 
day ſucceeded a large tumour and beating pain 
of the eye and parts adjacent, a headach, anxie- 
ty of the præcordia, and quick pulſe; which 
were aggravated by a cold collyrium, fo as en- 

tirely 
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tirely to prevent ſleep. Blood was now drawn, 
but without effect: the eye ſuppurated, and on 
the fifth day from the blow, diſcharged a large 
quantity of pus, which was followed by an ef. 
flux of the humours. After the loſs of the eye, 
applications of camphorated ſpirit of wine, with 
tincture of ſaffron, and internal antiſeptics, were 
requiſite, for preventing a mortification. 


If the inflammation had not been increaſed by 
wine, and confirmed by the collyrium ; it would 
probably have yielded to immediate bleeding, 
and a cataplaſm of orris root, red roſes, laven- 


der and roſemary- flowers, chamomile-flowers, 


camphor and ſaffron, boiled in wine. 


2. A woman of forty-two, full of blood, corpu- 
lent, and of a ſcrophulous habit, complained, af. 
ter a retention of the menſes, of a pain and red- 
neſs of the left eye, and a violent aching of that 
fide of the head; which returned annually in 
October, continuing for ſome months, with a 
loſs of appetite, impatience of light, and a copi- 
ous flux of ſerum from the eyes. Many reme- 
dies. were uſed without relief: volatile oily ſpi- 
rits conſtantly did harm, bringing on a ſleepineſs 
and great heavineſs of the head. A courſe of 
Pyrmont waters, in the ſummer after the third 
attack, made a complete cure, 


3. A 
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3. A man of forty was taken ſuddenly with a Iuflamm. 


pain and redneſs of one eye, ſuppoſed from ſome 
minute particle of iron thrown off in driving a 
nail, On the uſe of cold collyria, the burning 
heat abated, but the bulb became turbid and 
obſcure, and fight was entirely loſt. An infu- 
ſion of fennel-feeds in water was drank plenti- 
fully; volatile ſalt, impregnated with oil of mar- 
joram, frequently ſmelt to; and a plaſter, com- 
poſed of elemi, anime, maſtich and expreſſed 
oil of nutmegs, each two drams, camphor and 
balſam of Peru, each one dram, applied to the 
forehead and temples. By theſe remedies, the 
fight and luſtre of the eye were in a few weeks 
_ reſtored. 


4. A young gentleman, of very weak fight, 
from immoderate application to ſtudy, complain- 
ed of an obtuſe pain and heat of the eyes, and 
a copious diſcharge of ſerum on looking at the 
light, or attempting to. read. An exact regi- 
men, purgatives, decoctions for purifying the 
blood, ſternutatories, ſmoking tobacco, pedilu- 
via, ſcarification, veneſection, iflues, bliſters, ap- 
plications of balſam of Peru, vipers fat and vari- 
ous collyria, did no ſervice. Ihe Pyrmont waters 
increaſed the weaknels of the eyes, and render- 
ed the fight cloudy, ſo as to endanger a cata- 
ract. Mercurial pills, with balſamic bitter ex- 

tracts 
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tracts and gums, a tea of fennel-ſeeds with milk, 
and a poultice of bread and cream with ſaffron 
and elder-flowers, gave relief, removing the 
pain, though ſome weakneſs of ſight ſtill remain. 
ed. 


5. A little of the acrid juice with which hair 
is ſtained black, having fallen into a man's eye, 


* occaſioned a redneſs, and ſuch violent pain, that 


he could neither fleep nor take any food. From 
frequent cold collyria of roſe-water with tutty, 
and with ſugar of lead, no eaſe was obtained, 
the bulb of the eye grew leſs, the humours tur- 
bid, the fight was loſt, and a hard tumour like 
a pea aroſe on the cornea : the eye-lid cloſed, 
and when lifted up by the hand, was found void 
of ſenſe ; in its internal parts appeared a blad- 
dery tumour, which almoſt hindered the eye 
from being ſeen. Cathartics and bliſters on the 
neck did more harm than good. Frequent ap- 
plications of camphorated ſpirit of wine and bal- 
ſam of Peru, freed from the ſpirit by evapora- 
tion, and incloſed in double linen-cloths ; ca- 


taplaſms of bread and milk with roaſted apples 


and ſaffron ; mercurial purgatives, with ammo- 
niacum, balſam of Peru, and falt of amber; 
teas of fennel-ſeed and veronica ; and diaſcor- 
dium with nitre ; removed the pain, redneſs and 
burning heat, and the tumour of the eye-lid ; 

. but 
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but the rupture of the cornea, and incraffation of Inflamm. 


the humours, rendered the fight irrecoverable. 


6. A young gentleman, of a tender conſtitu- 


tion, and ſedentary ſtudious life, ſubje& to head- 


achs, 'bleeding at the noſe and catarrhs, was 
ſeized with a violent pain of the head and eyes, 
which returned every morning, continued about 
ſix hours, and then gradually went off: each 
paroxyſm was preceded by a flight ſhivering, 
and accompanied with a quick pulſe, a redneſs 
of the parts affected, and a diſcharge of ſaline 
ſerum : fleep and appetite were good; the belly 
bound. This diforder, after reſiſting for a month 
a variety of medicines, collyria, errhines, cupping, 
evacuants, and cephalics; yielded in eight days 
to mercurial pills, with ammoniacum, extracts 
of ſaffron and caſtor, and balſam of Peru, taken 
every other day; keeping the legs in a warm 
bath for an hour before the acceſſions, and at 
the fame time drinking plentifully an infuſion of 
balm, lime-flowers, valerian root and fennel- 
” ſeeds, which promoted a copious ſweat ; ſome 


of the 
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nitrous medicines given at night; ſpirit of roſe- 
mary, with twice its quantity of toſe-water, ap- 


plied externally; and aromatic powders ſprinkled 


among the hair. A cloudineſs of fight which 


remained after the removal of the other com- 
plaints, was cured by freſh vipers fat frequently 
introduced into the eye. | 
| | 7. A 
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7. A gentleman of ſixty, of a thin habit, had 
an eryſipelas in the foot, which for ſome years 
returned almoſt every quarter, and at length ter- 
minated in an ulcer; which, after being kept 
open for à year or more, was healed up. An 
hemicrania of the right fide ſucceeded, with a 
violent pain, deep in the orbit of the eye, and a 
flux of ſaline ſerum. This returned almolt every 


month, about the time of new moon. Each pa- 


roxyſm was preceded by ſhivering and chilneſs 
of the extremities, attended with a quick pulſe. 
It commonly continued about four days, and 
then went off in a copious ſweat. After a courſe 
of Pyrmont waters, a decoction of ſcorzonera, 
china, ſarſaparilla, liquorice and raiſins, was uſed 
for common drink. An infuſion of manna, 
rhubarb and cream of tartar, was taken once a- 


month, and an iſſue made in the right arm, 


At the ſame time, the groſs high ſeaſoned food 
to which he had been accuſtomed was abſtained 


from. By theſe means his complaints were re- 


moved. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


Of the INFLAMMATION of the INTESTINES. - 


§ 1. General Hiſtory. 


NTtR1T1s, or inflammation of the inteſ- 

tines, is diſtinguiſhed by a burning heat 

and pain in the lower belly, with a fever, pro- 
{tration of ſtrength, anxiety and reſtleſſneſs. 


If the pain be perceived in the middle of the 
abdomen about the navel, the ſmall inteſtines 
are affected; if in the left ſide, under the loins, 
about the pſoas muſcles, the colon and meſoco- 
lon; if in the right hypochondre, under the falſe 
ribs, the beginning of the colon or its juncture 
with the ilium; if between the navel and ſto- 
mach, that part of the colon which lies under 
the ſtomach, in which caſe nauſea and vomiting 
attend. Often the meſentery, which is connected 
with the inteſtines, is the part principally affect- 
ed; then the diſeaſe is generally accompanied 
with a diarrhcea, and terminates in copious pu- 
trid or purulent ſtools. 


Sometimes 
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Sometimes only the exterior coat of the in- 
teſtines, which are chiefly productions of the 


»—— membranes of the meſentery, are inflamed. In 


this caſe, the diſeaſe is mild, and eafily yields 
about the fourth or ſeventh day. Inflammation 
lodged deeper, unlels carried off by a diarrhœa 
or hæmorrhage, continue longer, ſuppurate, and 
at length end in a heQic fever. 


8 2. Method of Cure, with practical Cautions 


and Obſervations. 


1. Perſons diſpoſed to inflammatory diſtem- 
pers, ought carefully to avoid the cauſes of thele 
dangerous inflammations, the principal of which 
are, a deficiency of the ſalutary excretions, or 
attempts to promote them by the ſtronger pur- 
gatives, emetics or emmenagogues. Violent 
paſſions and exceſſive | fatigue of mind or body, 
expoſure, when heated, to ſudden cold, and the 
drinking of cold or frozen liquors in ſummer. 


2. If an inflammation is already formed, bleed 
immediately, if the patient be plethoric, in the 
upper parts: by this means, in convulſive co- 
lics, inflammatory diarrhœas and dyſenteries, 


and acute pains of the hzmorrhoidal veſſels, an 


increaſe of the diſorder is prevented. After 
bleeding, warm pediluvia continued for ſome 
. time, 
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time, are' of ſervice for relaxing the lower parts, 
and diverting the flux of humours from thoſe 
affected. | 


2. To diſcuſs the inflammation, inje& glyſters 
of oily, gelatinous and ſweet ſubſtances; apply 


externally to the abdominal region, bladders full 


of warm liquor, or emollient epithems or lini- 
ments, with a little camphor, and give internal- 
ly diaphoretics mixed with anodynes, in ſmall 
repeated doſes, for ſome days together, as a 
mixture of the volatile aromatic ſpirit, with ſpi- 
ritus nitri dulcis; the ſimple alexiterial water, 
diſtilled vinegar, rob of elder-berries, nitre and 
ſyrup of poppies, or contrayerva and nitre, with 
a little camphor and opium. Theſe remedies, 
properly timed and managed, pive great relief 
even in the iliac paſſion, and in the ſpaſtic cor- 
rugation of the coats of the inteitines, called by 
the Greeks chordapſus. 


4. All acrid ſtimulants and purgatives, even 
the purging ſalts in large doſes, are prejudicial. 
Practitioners are greatly to be blamed, who, 
when the belly is obſtinately bound, give repeat- 
ed doſes of cathartics, which not only exaſperate 
the diſeaſe, but render it mortal. Even glyſters 
ſhould be compoſed of emollients only, without 


any mixture of the more ſtimulating ſalts, as fal 
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gem, or of purgatives, as colocynth : milk with 
a little nitre, or common water with ſyrup of vio- 


S—— lets, or ſolutive ſyrup of roſes, or the mel mer- 


curiale, are injected with much advantage; theſe 
ſoft liquors, like a bath or fomentation, relaxing 


the inteſtines, and waſhing out their contents, 


The glyſter ſhould be repeated, if neceſſary, al- 
moſt · every ſecond hour, and retained for a con- 
ſiderable time, particularly where there are fre- 


quent vomitings, and a diſcharge of flatulencies 
upwards. | | 


5. After veneſection, where a fulneſs of the 
veſſels requires that evacuation, and when the 
belly has been looſened by glyſters ; if the fierce 
pain does not remit, we may ſafely venture up- 


on opium ; this will procure eaſe, and a ſweat 


will follow. If great weakneſs enſues, the dilu- 
ents and laxatives muſt be laid aſide, and corro- 
borants ſubſtituted in their room, as tinctures of 
amber and caſcarilla, the ſtomachic elixir, and 
the balſamum vitz mixed with the anodyne li- 
quor. 


6. If pains and inflammations of the inteſtines 
terminate in a ſimple, purulent, or bloody flux 
of the belly, gentle laxatives as rhubarb, and 
corroborants, as caſcarilla, may be exhibited al- 
ternately, in ſuch a manner, that whilſt the mor- 

| bid 
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did humours are evacuated, the tone of the in- 
teſtines may be ſtrengthened. 


7. Epidemic dyſenteries and diarrhceas, fre- 
quently come on in young people with a violent 
inflammatory fever. In this caſe, veneſection 
is highly neceſſary, though generally forbid in 
all kinds of fluxes ; for even inveterate dyſente- 
ries rarely prove mortal, unleſs by occaſion- 
ing an inflammation and gangrene of the in- 
teſtines, which are always preceded and accom- 


panied by a high fever. The flight inflamma- 


tion with which all dyſenteries are attended, is 
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to be diſtinguiſhed from this acute inflammatory 


fever : in the firſt, bleeding' may be omitted 
but in the latter, it is the principal remedy. 


$ 3. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A woman above forty, ſubje& to colics 
and ſpaſmodic diſorders, from a ſedentary life 
and affliction of mind, omitted cuſtomary vene- 
ſection, and after a violent fit of paſſion, took in 
the evening purging pills, whieh procured no 
evacuation. Next day ſhe was ſeized with heat 
and anxiety about the præcordia, continual e- 
ruQations, and a vomiting of almoſt every thing 
taken into the ſtomach. A glyſter was retained 
for an hour, and came away without any feces 
| N X 2 or 
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or flatulencies, or abatement of the ſymptoms: 
manna, aperient ſalts, rhubarb, were thrown 
up, and carminatives did no ſervice. Bleeding 
gave ſome relief, but the obſtinate conſtipation 


and tenſive pains of the belly continued: a gly. 


ſter was repeated, and balſamic pills exhibited 
without effect. On the ſeventh day, the anxie- 
ties and eructations returned, with a fever and 
pains of the back. A bladder of warm liquor 
was now applied to the abdomen, and glyſters 
of water, with ſyrup of marſhmallows and nitre, 
injected every three hours : the fourth brought 
away ſome flatulencies, and the ſixth, feces, aſter 
which ſhe was eaſier. A carminative eſſence, 


with the mineral anodyne liquor, and thebaic 


tinQure, procured ſleep, which was followed by 
a ſweat, a ſoftneſs of the pulſe, which before had 
been hard and quick, and a free diſcharge 


of urine, before very ſparing. The opiate was 


omitted, and the eſſence and anodyne liquor 
continued till ſhe got well, 


2. A gentleman above forty, of a ſtrong con- 
ſtitution, after changing a laborious military lite 
for a ſedentary one, and indulging appetite, be- 
came coſtive, ſlept ill, and ſome time after com- 
plained of a ſharp pain all over the abdomen, 


and in the lumbar region, with heat, eructations, 


a quick pulſe, and want of ſleep. Strong car- 
minatives, 


DIe 


minatives, ſpiritous elixirs, with diſtilled oils, ex- 
aſperated the ſymptoms : ptiſan drank plentiful- 
ly, nitrous powders, and emollient glyſters fre- 
quently repeated, gave relief; but a trouble- 
ſome pain of the lower belly remained, extend- 
ing from the os ſacrum to the inguina A car- 
minative eſſence was given, with the mineral 
anodyne liquor and a little laudanum, and a 
dram of magneſia ſubjoined ; with half a dram 
of nitre and ſome manna. Several ſtools fol- 
lowed, with black, corrupted, fetid blood, to 
the quantity of ſome pounds in fix days, the 
pain and other ſymptoms immediately remitting. 
Balſamic pills, with a ſtrengthening powder, 
whoſe baſis was caſcarilla and amber, finiſhed 
the cure. About a year after, the ſame diſor- 
der returned, with intenſe pains, reaching to the 
back, a fever, and red miliary eruptions : the 
back was ſcarified, and all the medicines which 
before had been of ſervice, repeated without ef- 
ſet; in the ſixth week, extremely weakened 
from want of ſleep, he expired. 


3. A thick well ſet country man, having fal- 
len with his belly on a pointed block, complain. 
ed of exquiſite pain a little above the navel, to 
which a fever acceded. Some days aſter, a ſa- 
nious bloody matter was voided both upwards 
and downwards, on which the fever went off, 
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| Powders were employed, with the interpoſition 
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but a languor and proſtration of appetite re. 
mained. After a fortnight, on beginning to 
work, the pain, faintings, and fever returned, 
with cold ſweats of the extremities, to ſuch a 
degree that the patient ſeemed expiring : a 
bloody and ſanious diarrhoea however proved 
again a ſolution, In ſeven days, the ſame ſymp. 
toms returned a third time, and ended in like 
manner in a flux. By the frequent uſe of wa- 
ter-gruel, emollients, decoCtions in ale of the 
yulnerary herbs, alchemilla, agrimony, ſanicle, 
ſtrawberry, veronica, daiſy-flowers, St John's 


wort flowers, and others, he recovered perfed 
health, 


4. A boy of fifteen, of a tender conſtitution, 
and aQtive diſpoſition, after cating dry cakes, and 
expoſure to cold when heated by exerciſe, com- 
plained of violent gripes, and an obſtinate con- 
ſtipation of the belly for ſome days: on the left 
ſide of the abdomen a kind of hard protube- 
rance was perceivable. An emollient glyſter 
and an infuſion of manna looſened the belly ; on 
which the ſwelling ſubſided, and the pain remit- 
ted. Next day they returned with a preterna- 
tural heat, quick pulſe, turbulent fleep, and dry- 
neſs and burning heat of the mouth, with tough 
phlegm. Gargariſms, emulſions and nitrous 


of 


M EDI CINE. 


of the mineral anodyne liquor, and gentle dia- Inflamm. 


phoretics. The heat nevertheleſs increaſed with 
a ſtricture of the anus, which prevented the ad- 
miſſion of glyſters. The nitrous powders being 
continued, with digeſtive ſalts, the heat abated, 
and a quantity of ſcybalæ were voided with fla- 
tulencies. He continued thus till the twelfth 
day, when he was ſeized with ſevere anxiety, 
reſtleſſneſs, heat, and loſs of ſtrength, that he 
ſeemed ready to expire. He complained moſt 
of a violent pain in the belly, chiefly in that part 
where the hardneſs had been perceived. A 
draught of the aqua cardui benedicti, vinegar, rhu- 
barb, diaphoretic antimony, and crabs-eyes, was 
given frequently ; a bladder of warm liquor was 
applied to the affeQed part, and ſeveral glyſters 
injected. The pain abated, a ſweat broke out, 
large quantities of excrements came away, and 
by degrees he recovered. 
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cular times, accompanied with waſting of the 
body, and gradual loſs of ſtrength. 


PRACTICE OF 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Of HEC TIC and SLoWw FEveERs, 


§ 1. General Hiftory of Heftic and Slow Fevers. 


ECTIC or flow fevers are chiefly mark. 
ed by their continuance for a long time 


The fevers ſtrictly called heQic, are accom- 
panied with ſome degree of conſtant preternatu- 
ral heat, and with a quick, weak and hard pulſe, 
which increaſe after meals, and in the evenings. 
The ſkin and tongue are dry, pained and hard, 
the cheeks red, the urine high coloured, often 
with a roſe-coloured ſediment at the bottom, 


and a bluiſh unctuous cuticle on the top. There 


is no refreſhing ſleep, the whole body is weak 
and flaccid, and waſtes to ſuch a degree 
that the bones become very protuberant. 
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In proper flow fevers, the ſymptoms are Hedtic 


milder. The heat is gentle, the patient ſweats 
plentifully in his fleep. After fleep, and du- 
ring the forenoon, the pulſe is natural. There 
is not the ſame loſs of appetite or ſtrength 
as in the hectic. There is not the fame dry- 


neſs of the body, or morbid appearance of the 
urine, 


HeQtics are generally ſymptomatic, of a conſi- 
derable ſuppuration in ſome of the viſcera: 
wherever internal ulcers, cancers of the breaſts, 
genitals or uterus, cachexies and drophes from 
an induration, ſcirrhus or corruption of the li- 
ver, ſpleen, omentum, pancreas, or meſenteric 
glands, prove mortal, it is of a heQic fever that 
the patient dies. In flow fevers, there ſeems to 
be only a beginning indiſpoſition of ſome ſolid 
part, the diſorder depending chiefly upon the 
fluids; as when old running ulcers have been 


healed up, cutaneous eruptions repelled, critical 


hemorrhages, ſweats, or other ſalutary excre- 
tions of corrupted humours, ſuppreſſed; or when 
the ſtrength has been ſo far exhauſted by dif. 
eales, exceſſive hæmorrhages, venery, anxieties 
of mind, or other ſimilar cauſes, ſo that the ſto- 
mach, unable ſufficiently to digelt the aliment, 
ſends a crude unelaborated chyle into the blood. 


Children 


and flow 


Fevers. 
— — 
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Children are ſubje& to a kind of ſlow fever, 
accompanied with a remarkable ſwelling of the 
belly, and waſting of the parts above it, a dry 
cough, loſs of appetite and ſtrength, wandering 
heats, which increaſe in the evenings, and after 
meals, ſometimes coſtiveneſs, fometimes looſe, 
white, flimy ſtools. The immediate cauſe of 


this diſeaſe is a tumefaction of the meſenteric 


glands, by which the free paſſage of the chyle 
into the blood is obſtructed ; the antecedent 
cauſes, cold, voracity, and want of due dilution. 
On diſſection, ſcirrhous and ſteatomatous tu- 
mours are always found in the meſentery; and 
often vomicæ and tubercles in the lungs. 


Aged perſons are ſubject to a fatal hectic, cal. 
led maraſmus. The appetite fails, the ſtrength 
gradually decays, the body waſtes, and the bones 
appear like a ſkeleton covered with ſkin. The 
mouth and tongue are dry ; the ſaliva glutinous; 
the voice hoarſe; the ſkin cold, parched, and 
rigid; the internal parts hot; the pulſe hard 
and frequent; ſleep deficient, and unrefreſhing. 
Theſe ſymptoms increaſe inſenſibly, till in five 
or ſix months the patient ſinks under them. 


 Aneroſfion of the ſtomach and inteſtines, from 
acrid humours generated in the body, or corro- 


ſive medicines, produces a heQiic fever, little ta- 


ken 
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ken notice of by practical writers, and whoſe HeRtic | 


cauſe is difficultly diſtinguiſhed. Its moſt cer- 
tain diagnoſtics are, that ſalted foods or a full 
meal occaſion ſpaſms, eruQations and gripes ; 
that the belly 1s variable, ſometimes looſe, and 


and flow 


Fevers. 
—— 


ſometimes bound; and that ſhivering and heat, 


cold and hot ſweats, with a quick pulſe, return 
periodically. 


Fevers of the ſlow kind frequently yield to the 
early uſe of proper remedies ; but true hectics 
very rarely admit of a cure. A conſtant quick- 
neſs and weakneſs of the pulſe, extreme loſs of 
appetite and ſtrength, inſomuch that the ſick can 
ſcarcely move or keep erect, a cadaverous ap- 
pearance of the face, the urine in ſmall quanti- 
ty, red or oleaginous, falling off of the hair, pro- 
fuſe ſweats, colliquative diarrhea, and ſwelling 
of the feet, are frequent preſages of death. 


$3. Method of Cure, with prafical Cautions 
| and Obſervations, 


1. If indigeſtion, and crudities in the firſt paſ- 


ſages proceeding from thence, give riſe to a ſlow 


fever, diſtinguithable by a languor, internal heat, 
and conſtant diſpoſition to ſweat, particularly in the 
palms of the hands and ſoles of the feet; a ſingle 
yomit of ipecacuanha, with the elixir aloes ſub- 

joined, 
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joined, will oftentimes in a few days effect a cure. 


If emetics are contraindicated, give firſt the al 


>—— polychreſtus, tartarus vitriolatus, or other ſaline 


purgatives, either by themſelves, or with an equal 
quantity of rhubarb, in ſmall repeated doſes, and 
largely diluted ; and afterwards bitters and ſto- 
machics, as gentian, caſcarilla, the ſtomachic ef. 


. fence made with dulcified ſpirit of nitre, a little 


before meals; not omitting moderate exerciſe, 
and the drinking of wholeſome liquors, which in 
all theſe kinds of fevers contribute greatly to the 
cure. 


2. Slow fevers from the premature ſuppreſſion 
of intermittents, are to be treated in the ſame 
manner. If they yield not to theſe remedies, a 
return of the intermittent will be the cure. The 


ague is frequently brought back by purging, 


cold bathing, or expoſing the lumbar _—_ to 


cold northerly winds. 


3. In cacochymic and ſcorbutic habits, where 
the diſorder proceeds from menſtrual or hæmor- 
rhoidal obſtructions; the cure is to be effected 
by the purging mineral waters, with deobſtru- 


ents, ſtomachics, and chalybeates. 


4. Slow fevers from an eroſion of the ſtomach 


ai inteſtines, are to be cured only by corrobo- 
rants, 
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rants, as a decoction of ſaſſafras and caſcarilla in Hectie 


milk, taken to the quantity of a quart a-day; 
and emollients, as a decoction of althea, with 
broths, rice and milk, and mucilage of gum tra- 
gacanth made in mint-water. If violent ſpaſms 
in the abdomen are complained of, pills compo- 
ſed of bitter extracts, oil of nutmegs, ſaffron and 
caſtor, will give relief. Emollient glyſters are 
of ſervice. All acrids, acids, ſtimulants, fer- 
mentable ſweets, and aliments of hard digeſtion, 
are injurious : even Rheniſh wine, on account of 
its acidity, does harm. 


5. Lingering hectics, in thoſe whoſe ſtrength 
has been exhauſted by fatigues of mind or body, 
abſtinence, venery, running ulcers, or other 
cauſes, are to be treated with ſoft cooling ana- 
leptics, emulſions with jelly of hartſhorn and 
roſe-water, or ſimple cinnamon-water, milk, 
chicken-broth, ptiſans, with cray-tiſh, oyſters. 
Moſelle or Neckar wine, may be allowed, in ſmall 
quantity. Gentle exerciſe is proper, but avoid 
fatigue, 1h 


6. If the diſorder ariſes from the immoderate 
ule of ſpiritous liquors ; whey, barley-water, 
water-gruel, with cichory-root, and a little nitre, 
are to be uſed liberally for common drink ; and 
all heating medicines, analeptics and ſtomachics, 
abſtained from. 


7. In 


and flow 
Fevers. 
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7. In the flow fever, from a ſudden ſuppreſſion 


Chap. 13. of the menſes, a vein is to be immediately opened 
◻ in the foot, and ſome mild deobſtruent ſubjoin- 


ed: but if the diſorder has continued long, ab- 
ſtain from bleeding, which will then fruitleſsly 
weaken the patient. In thoſe hectic fevers like- 
wiſe, which proceed from a ceflation of the men- 
ſes after child-birth, accompanied with an atro- 
phy, cough, diarrhea, difficulty of breathing, 
univerſal languor, and a waſting heat; as alſo in 
the weakening heQic from hæmorrhoidal ob- 
ſtructions; all attempts to renew the flux, whe- 
ther by bleeding or forcing aloetics, are injuri- 


ous: after blood had been drawn, which was 


very fluid, and of a crimſon colour, the fever 
and weakneſs have increaſed, and death ſucceed- 
ed ſooner than could otherwiſe have been ex- 


pected. 


8. A diſpoſition to a maraſmus is to be remo- 
ved in plethoric perſons of a good appetite and 
ſedentary life, by bleeding, dilution, exerciſe 
and abſtinence from too nutritious foods; in im- 
pure cacochymic habits, by gentle laxatives of 
rhubarb and manna, jellies and milk: but at- 
ter the diſeaſe is formed, there are little hopes 
of relief. 1 


9. The 


Der 333 


9. The hectic atrophy of children, from vora- ma | 
city and cold, will often yield to warm bathing e 
continued for ſome time, with frequent ſmall 
doſes of a mixture of ſalt of tartar, nitre, vi- 
triolated nitre, each two parts, fal ammoniac 
one part, given in the child's drink. But when 
the diſeaſe ſucceeds the meaſles or the ſmall 


pox, medicines ſeldom take place. 


10. In all he&ics, milk, provided it agrees 
with the conſtitution, is one of the principal re- 
medies. Human milk, ſucked immediately from 

the breaſt, is beſt, and next to it, that of aſſes. 
Where neither of theſe is procurable, diſſolve 
an ounce of manna, or of the ſugar or con- 
ſerve of roſes, in a pint of cow's milk, to be drank 
in the morning, for the firſt two or three days: 
after which, a quart is to be taken every day, 
with half an ounce of ſugar, or ſaccharum roſa- 
ceum, and half a dram of nitre : in ſuſpicion of 
an ulceration of any of the viſcera, the milk 
is to be mixed with one third, or one half its 
quantity of the Seltzer mineral waters. The pa- 
tient muſt continue the milk for at leaſt fix 
weeks, avoiding every thing that may coagu- 
late it, or oppreſs or weaken the ſtomach : a 
little Hungarian wine may be allowed, for 
ſtrengthening that viſcus. Where milk does not 
agree, or is improper, as in hypochondriacal 
| perſons, 
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perſons, and where the fever is high and attend- 
ed with a headach ; the ſaccharine whey, made 
by inſpiſſating milk, and digeſting the refiduum 
with about as much water as was waſted in the 
evaporation, elegantly ſupplies its place. 


11. In all theſe kinds of fever, the intimate 
diſſolution and colliquation of the blood is to be 
guarded. againſt by mild aſtringents and corro- 
borants ; as the tincture of roſes, balſamic elixir 
without ſpirit, caſcarilla and Peruvian bark mix- 
ed with nitre and made into an electuary with ſy- 
rup of lemon-juice. By thefe medicines, life 
has been long protracted, both in hectic and in 
phthiſical diſorders. 


12. Preparations of lead, as the ſaccharum ſa- 
turni and tinctura ſaturnina, however ſtrongly 
commended againſt hectie heats and colliquative 
ſweats, are entirely to be abſtained from. Their 
ill effects are greater and more certain than their 
good ones. 


13. Bathing is uſeful at the beginning, parti- 
cularly in the ſlow fevers of children, and in 
ſuch as proceed from an exhauſtion of the 
ſtrength ; as it moiſtens the body, and ſoftens 
and relaxes the rigid fibres. But neither cold 
nor hot baths do any ſervice in the advanced 

ſtate, 
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ſtate, where abſceſſes are already formed in the 
viſcera. 


14. Exerciſe is highly conducive to the cure. 
Riding is the moſt proper exerciſe; which, by 
a conſtant concuſſion of the whole habit, pro- 
motes the circulation of the blood through the 
obſtructed veſſels, and the excretion of the mor- 
bific humours. In the hectic fevers, properly 


ſo called, it ought to be more moderate than in 
the ſlow. | 


15. Whatever is to be done in theſe kinds of 
fevers, muſt be done early; for in their advan- 
ced ſtate, all remedies are ineffectual. The pa- 
tient is always worſt, and moſt liable to ſink un- 
der the diſtemper, in the autumn and ſpring, 
from the frequent and unwholeſome viciſſitudes 
of weather; about theſe ſeaſons therefore, he 
muſt particularly obſerve a ſtrict regimen and 
tranquillity of mind, and guard againſt the inju- 
ries of the air. 


98 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A man above forty, who had for many 
years indulged in the immoderate uſe of ſtrong 
liquors, but eat little, was ſeized with a violent 
cough, which entirely prevented fleep, accom- 
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panied with a copious expeQoration of mueous 


matter, an intenſe heat coming on in the even- 


ings, a difficulty of breathing, depreſſion of the 


ſtrength, and waſting of the body. By the uſe 
of a pectoral ale, nitrous powders, and thin 
broths for*ſome weeks, he was greatly relieved: 
but having returned to his former way of life, 
and ſuffered great anxiety of mind, he was 
ſeized, after a violent fit of paſſion, with a ſpit- 
ting of blood, followed by a — 22555 and 


at length death, 


| Thoſe who have contracted phthiſical or hec- 
tic diſorders from immoderate drinking, loathe 
milk: hence ale muſt be allowed, but medica- 
ted with liverwort, lungwort, lungmoſs, ſcabi- 
ous, groundivy, carduus, veronica, agrimony, 
coltsfoot, and other like plants, with the addi- 


tion of rhubarb; decoctions of theſe kinds of 


herbs, either in water or ale, continued for a 
length of time, with honey occaſionally, have 
had ſurpriſing effects in theſe chronical fevers; 
but the diſorder readily returns again, unleſs a 
ſtri& regimen be obſerved, and the imbecility of 
the viſcera totally removed. 


2. Ayoung gentleman, of a tender conſtitution, 
very ſubject to catarrhs, diarrhœas, coughs, and 
diſpoſed toa phthiſis, was ſeized in the ſpring with 

1 | j 


E DIC I NEE 


339 


a very violent cough then epidemic, at firſt dry, Hedtic : * 


afterwards moiſt, with internal heat, ſhiverings 
at times, and a proſtration of the ſtrength from 
want of fleep. Gentle laxatives, pectoral lo- 
hochs, powders and elixirs, continued for fix 
weeks or more, gave no conſiderable relief. A 
hectic being now apprehended, he drank two 
quarts a-day of a mixture of cows milk, with an 
equal quantity of a decoction of barley, hartſ- 


horn-ſhavings, ſcorzonera-root and fennel-ſeeds; 


and took occaſionally a nitrous powder with 
ſpermaceti and ſulphur. By theſe remedies, 
the ſymptoms were gradually abated, oy.” at 
length a nn, cure obtained. 


In hedlic 1 we are not entirely to deſpair, 
as long as there is reaſon to believe that an in- 
fammation, ulcer or ſcirrhus of the viſcera is 
not already formed. Theſe mild domeſtic re- 


medies are poſſeſſed of greater virtues againſt 


obſtinate chronical diforders, than all the prepa- 
rations of the ſhops, and ſeem to have come in- 
to negle& merely from being improperly appli- 
ed: practitioners taking all violent humid coughs 
to be phthifical, have exhibited pectorals with a 
liberal hand, though oftentimes the diſorder pro- 


ceeds only from an acrimony and redundance of 


humours; in which caſe, theſe ſweet unctuous re- 
laxants do more harm than good. 
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aer en op 


3. A ſoldier, after being ſeverely whipped on 
the left ſide of the cheſt and back, complained 
of a pain in the left hypochondre, with a tumour 
above the os ileum. In ſome weeks, a diarrhœa 
proved a ſolution both of the pain and tumour : 
the ſtools were ſanious and fetid, and tinged 
with black blood. By a continuance of the 
looſe ſtools, eight or ten a- day, for three months, 
he became languid and weak, greatly emacia- 
ted, of a livid aſpect, the appetite deſtroyed, the 
fauces parched, the pulſe quick, with ſome degree 
of hardneſs. He now began to drink ſweet 
whey, to the quantity of a quart a- day; and an 
infuſion of ſcabious, veronica, ſanicle, mint, 
balm, milfoil, St John's wort-flowers and wild 
poppies. Theſe medicines having been conti- 
nued for ſome weeks, the diarrhœa and other 
ſymptoms were abated; and the amendment ſuch, 
as to promiſe a complete recovery. 


The abſceſs was here doubtleſs formed in the 
meſentery, notwithſtanding the injury was re- 


ceived above it. It is no uncommon thing for 


ſtagnations of blood to happen there, from an 
obſtruction of its circulation in the remoter 
parts: from a wound of the diaphragm, the 
blood has burſt through the meſenteric veſſels, 
and overflowed the abdomen : from a polypus 


of 


4 
| 
f 
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of blood, its veſſels partly diſtended, and partly 
ruptured. 


4. A man of a thin habit and choleric diſpo- 


fition, of an hereditary pulmonary taint, who had 


contracted weakneſs of the ſtomach, from a ſe- 
dentary life, immoderate ſtudy and paſſions, ex- 
pectorated large quantities of viſcid phlegm for 
ſome years. The excretion increaſed, and con- 
tinued ſurpriſingly copious for two months, 
with a flow fever, difficulty of breathing, loſs of 


ſtrength, and an exquiſite burning heat in ma- 


king water. Theſe complaints were removed 
by emulſions, medicated broths, and emollient 
decoctions, with the interpoſition of gentle laxa- 
tives: but a year after, they returned again. 
To produce a flux from the hæmorrhoidal veſ- 
ſels, a vein was opened in the foot, and a quan- 
tity of florid blood taken away: the ſame even- 
ing, an univerſal ſhivering came on, followed by 
an intenſe heat, a reſtleſs night, an extreme loſs 


of ſtrength, and a true hectic, which quickly 


carried him off. 


Let the young practitioner learn from hence 


to ſpare the lancet in weak hectic habits, which 
require a recruit rather than a diminution of 


blood and juices. There are many other ex- 
amples of death being accelerated in theſe caſes 
WES. by 
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| by veneſection. A lady about twenty, after 


riding in a cold air whilſt weak from lying-in, 
complained of catarrh, a dry panting cough, 
laſſitude, and nocturnal ſweats : ſweet pectorals 
gave no relief: a vein being opened in the foot 
for promoting the menſes, the ſtrength ſunk, 
and in a little time ſhe expired. 


5. A privy counſellor above ſorty, tall and 


thin, ſubject to hypochondriacal diforders and 


flight hæmorrhoidal diſcharges, complained, at- 


ter a violent fit of paſſion, of a languor of the 


whole body, pain about the firſt vertebra of the 
loins, . gripes, internal heat increaſing towards 
night, loſs of appetite, coſtiveneſs, and flatulen- 
cies regurgitating upwards. A vein was open- 
ed, digeſtive, abſorbent and nitrous powders ex- 
hibited, without relief. The pain and internal 


heat rather increaſed, with an anxiety of the 


præcordia, a waſting of the fleſh and ſtrength, 


and great diſtenſion of the belly at times trom 
flatulencies. Theſe ſymptoms continued two 
months, and a cure was deſpaired of, till nature 
pointed out the way by ſanious ſtools and urine. 


The purulent diſcharge held three months or 


longer, and occaſioned great weakneſs and ema- 
ciation : nevertheleſs, by means of a ſtrict regi- 
men, gelatinous broths, milk, vulnerary decoc- 


tions, and mineral waters, the ſymptoms gradual- 


ly abated, and perfe& health returned. 
Hypo- 
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Hypochondriacal and hæmorrhoidal e HeAic 


are very ſubje& to inflammations and abſceſſes 
of the meſentery, the meſeraic veſſels being in 


them already turgid with blood and humours, 


and the circulation through that viſcus flow. 
The cure was entirely the work of nature : the 
pus voided by ſtool, urine and expectoration had 
been reabſorbed by the veins, and ſecreted again 
in the common courſe of the blood, without af- 
fecting the inteſtines, the kidneys or the lungs. 
As theſe kinds of abſceſſes are very apt to re- 


turn, a ſtrict regimen mult be obſerved during 
life. 


6. A woman of thirty, of a tender conſtitution, 


and flow © 


Fevers. 
— — 


after changing a thin ſoft diet for a groſs one, and 


liberally indulging in the uſe of hung meat and ſalt 
fiſh, fell into a ſpurious tertian, which was re- 


moved in a month. Mœbius's aperient tincture 


from ſpirit of ſalt and falt of tartar, coloured with 
turnſol, exhibited for ſtrengthening the ſtomach, 
occaſioned an almoſt infatiable appetite. In a 
little time, both the appetite and ſtrength decay- 
ed, an internal heat came on, with a quick pulſe 
in the evenings, and after meals, a languor of 
the whole body, and pain and ſwelling of the 
feet. A gentle emetic brought up a large quan- 


tity of green viſcid matter, on which the heat 


and pain of the bones abated, and the ſtrength 
& 56 was 
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was refreſhed. The emetic was repeated three 
days after, with the ſame ſucceſs, and the cure 
finiſhed by the balſamic elixir and faline pow. 
ders. 


Though Mabius's tincture is an excellent ſto- 
machic where the appetite is weak, it was im- 
proper in this caſe, where the ſtomach already 
demanded more than it could digeſt. 


7. A man of eighty, hale and robuſt, accuſtomed 
to a liberal glaſs of wine every day; after a jour. 
ney in the autumn, drinking foul malt liquors, 
and eating fermentable foods, complained of in- 
digeſtion and flatulencies. The hæmorrhoidal 
flux, which, from a redundance of blood, he had 
been ſubjeQ to every month, ſtopt ; the appetite 


and ſtrength decayed, continual eructations and 


retchings enſued, with a dryneſs of the mouth, 
coſtiveneſs, and a weak quick pulſe. All me- 


dicines were ineffectual; the ſymptoms continu- 


ed increaſing, till in two months he died. 


8. A man of forty, of a tender conſtitution, 
after long grief of mind and a fedentary lite, 
complained of a languor of the ſtrength, decay 
of body, lols of appetite, preternatural heat, 


with a weak and frequent pulſe, interrupted 


fleep, ſweats in the mornings, a conſtant dryneſs 
of 
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of the mouth, and leaden colour of the face. Hectic 


After theſe ſymptoms had continued for fix 
weeks, the belly bound; two grains of ſulphu- 
rated ſcammony, with ſome vitriolated tartar, 
purged him ſtrongly for upwards of eight days 
together. The ſtrength failed prodigiouſly, he 
grew apt to faint in an ere@ poſture, the heat 
increaſed, and anxieties of the præcordia came 
on. Upon taking away ſome ounces of blood, 
the anxiety abated, but the patient in a little 
time ſunk under the weakneſs. 


This diforder was a hectic fever from a ſpha- 
celous corruption of ſome of the viſcera, moſt 
probably of the liver, no uncommon conſe- 
quence of long grief and an inactive life, in per- 
ſons of a languid diſpoſition. The diagnoſtics 
of theſe internal corruptions are, a total proſtra- 
tion of appetite and ſtrength, unrefreſhing ſleep, 


a livid leaden colour of the face, flaccidneſs of 


the fleſh, retchings to vomit, and colliquative 
ſweats. The unreſtrainable flux from the ſmall 
doſe of a purgative, is not to be attributed to the 
virulence of the medicine, but to the inflamma- 
tion of the inteſtines, and acrimony of the hu- 
mours : let the practitioner, however, beware 
of incurring cenſure in like caſes, by giving me- 
dicines of this kind. 
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9. A woman of ſixty- three, of a tender con- 
ſtitution, complained, after a violent fright, of 
uneaſy tenſions and ſpaſms in the limbs; to 
which were afterwards joined, an obſtinate tu- 
mour above the clavicle under the maſtoideus 
muſcle; a flow waſting fever, with a burning 
heat in the palms and ſoles, particularly about 
midnight, beating and tenſive pains of the head 
at times, changing place under the {kin from the 
neck down to the gums ; loſs of appetite, nau- 
ſea and anxiety, dull gripes in the belly now 
and then, which were generally relieved by a 
looſe ſtool, turbid red urine with a ſediment, 
and an oleaginous cuticle. All theſe ſymptoms 
returned periodically, ſometimes every ſecond, 
and ſometimes every third day, with an increaſe 
of the pulſe, which however was conſtantly fre- 
quent, though ſmall. After a gentle purgative 
of magneſia, manna and Epſom falt, and a gly- 
ſter of water-gruel, manna and chamomile-flow- 
ers, capon broth, with parſley-roots, fennel- 
roots, cichory-roots, water-crefles, and juice of 


_ cray-fiſh, was taken every morning, with nitrous 


abſorbent powders, ptiſan uſed for common 
drink, a diachylon plaſter, with ſpermaceti, oil 


of henbane, ſaffron and camphor, applied to the 


tumeſied glands, and the limbs anointed with a 
diſcutient and antiſpaſmodic liniment. By theſe 
remedies, a cure was effected in a month. 
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10. A lad of twenty, of a melancholic and 


choleric temperament, accuſtomed to exceſſive 
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drinking, had ſeveral times an hæmoptyſis, wit 


a ſtraitneſs of the breaſt, and a ſenſation as it 
were of the blood boiling about the præcordia; 


which ſymptoms were always relieved by early 


bleeding, pediluvia, and nitrous medicines. Some 
violent fits of paſſion were followed by a great 
proſtration of the ſtrength and appetite, a difh- 
culty of breathing, reſtleſs nights, morning ſweats, 
vehement cough, with expectoration to the extent 


of at leaſt a pound a- day, a quick pulſe from noon 


to midnight, with a heat in the ſoles and palms, 
vwaſting of the body, high coloured urine, ſome- 
times with a ſediment and ſometimes without. A 
variety of medicines, pectorals, antifebriles, and 
refrigerants, were tried for two months without 
effect. During the next month, he took a quart 
of purging water, with milk, every day, milk 
and coffee twice a-day; for common drink, a 
decoction of ſcorzonera and cichory-roots, with 
| hartſhorn-ſhavings and raiſins, and occaſionally 
jelly of hartſhorn, and a powder of orris-root, 
liquorice, crabs-eyes, nitre and ſugar. The heat 
being by theſe medicines abated, and the appe- 
tite returning, the milk and powders were con- 
tinued, with veal-broths at times: the patient gra- 
dually mended, and enjoyed perfect health for 


two 
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two years, when hard drinking occaſioned ſud. 
den death. 


This is a ſingular inſtance of the cure of a 
true hectic, and may teach us not entirely to 
deſpair, where the diforder has come on ſud- 
denly from irregularities ; its cauſe being rather 
a viſcidity and acrimony of the humours, than 
an ulceration or corruption of the viſcera. 


11. A lady of a pretty advanced age, a ſlender 
habit, and weak conſtitution, had for ſeveral 
years frequent hyſteric cardialgiæ, chiefly after 
meals, with eructations, nauſea, and often vo- 
miting, which laſt always relieved the cardialgia. 


Extreme anxieties of the præcordia, reſtleſſneſs, 


flying heats, cold ſweats, and pains in the head, 
for the moſt part accompanied the forego- 
ing ſymptoms, and often acceded by them- 
ſelves, continuing ſeveral days, with a ſenſe of 


cold on the crown of the head. The body gra- 


dually waſted, the appetite failed, the belly was 
conſtantly bound, and the pulſe, in the paro- 
xyſms, weak and quick. During pregnancy ſhe 
had no complaint ; but after delivery, the lochia 
being copious, thin and fetid, the former ſymp- 
toms returned with greater violence. She waſted 
ſurpriſingly, and weakneſs confined her conſtant- 
ly to bed: the reſtleſſneſs and uneafineſs increa- 
{ed 
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ſed towards the evening; there was no refreſh- 
ing ſleep, but profuſe ſweats during the night, 
and at times alternate ſhiverings and heat. A 
dry cough came on, with pains in the back ex- 
tending to the groin, and the menſes were 
ſuppreſſed. After many medicines had been 


taken with little effect, a courſe of aſſes milk 


was begun, a gentle laxative of manna and 
cream of tartar being premiſed and interpoſed 
every ſeven days; a nitrous powder exhibited 
at night; a decoction of barley, ſcorzonera, itel- 
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lated aniſe and citron- peel, uſed for common 


drink; and chicken-broth, with aperient roots 
and orange juice, taken at meals. In a few 
days the ſymptoms began to abate, and by de- 
grees a complete cure was obtained. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


Of SymPTOMATIC FEVERS. 


— — 


F 1. General Obſervations. 


YupToMaT1c fevers are thoſe acceding as 
ſymptoms to other primary internal diſor- 
ders, or proceeding from external injuries. 


About the ninth day of the ſmall-pox, when 
the puſtules begin to ſuppurate, the intenſe heat 
and pain which they occaſion, kindles a ſymp- 
tomatic fever, which oftentimes runs ſo high as 
to prove on the eleventh day fatal. 


Gouty and rheumatic pains, and an eryſipelas, 
eſpecially of the head, always begin with a fe- 


veriſh fit, during which, the acrid excrementi- 
tious matter is thrown out to the ſkin and joints, 


and there, occaſioning intenſe pain, excites a 
new fever, more or leſs violent, in proportion 
to the violence of the pain. 


Vehement toothachs, particularly the difficult 
dentition of children, the blind piles, and indu- 
rations 
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rations of the glands, when extremely painful, 
are uſually attended with a ren fever. 


13 childbed 1 women, about the third 1 af- 
ter delivery, .a ſymptomatic fever ariſes from 
tenſion and pain of the breaſts. Apoſtematous 
tumours in the breaſts, and under the arm-pits, 
buboes in the groin, burnings, wounds, cauſtics, 
in parts of exquiſite ſenſation, occaſion fevers, 


more or leſs violent in proportion to Ws inten- 


op of the nen 


Worms likewiſe are afually productive * an 
irregular putrid fever, accompanied with a nau- 
lea, gripes, —_ urine, and generally a err 
neſs. 


Theſe fevers frequently bring on deliria, con- 
vulſions, epilepſies, and other fatal ſymptoms ; 
nor do they ever, like moſt other fevers, prove 
ſalutary, or tend to carry off their cauſe. The 
Phyſician, therefore, ought as ſoon as poſſible to 
mitigate their violence, which is much more ea- 
fily effected than in the primary fevers; the 
one ariſing only from a ſpaſtic ſtricture and ten- 
hon of the nervous parts, the other from more 
permanent material cauſes. 


Fevers following from wounds or other in- 
juries, whether external or internal, are occa- 
ſioned 
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ſioned by a ſtagnation of extravaſated blood: in 
this caſe, therefore, a vein muſt be immediately 
opened in the neighbouring parts, and diſcu- 
tients, reſolvents, and diaphoretics ſubjoined; 
the principal of theſe is, good Rheniſh wine, 
with cray-fiſh juice and theriaca. 


In ſymptomatic fevers, ariſing from violent 
pains of the nervous and more ſenſible parts, 


give gentle anodynes, as aromatic ſimple wa- 


ters, the mineral anodyne liquor, ſyrup of | 


| poppies, and if theſe prove ineffectual, opium it- 


ſelf 


Il the pain be occaſioned by an inflammation, 


diaphoretics, with camphor and nitre, are the 


moſt ſucceſsful remedies. 


- Symptomatic fevers, proceeding from ſuch ex- 
ternal cauſes as admit the uſe of topics, require, 
beſides the internal medicines above directed, 
foft relaxing applications. Theſe are particular- 
ly neceſſary in tumours of the hæmorrhoidal 
veins, pains and ſwellings of the limbs, venereal 
tumours of the inguinal glands, tumours of the 
breaſts and glands of the neck, puncture of a 


nerve or tendon in veneſection, and the bites of 


mad animals or venomous inſeQs ; in which 
caſes, great relief is obtained from cataplaſms of 
o | figs, 
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figs, honey, fœnugreek- ſeeds, toaſted onions, Sympto- 


yolks of eggs, milk and ſaffron, the common 
plaſter, mixed with a proper quantity of ſaffron, 
mucilages made. with roſe-water, and bladders 
full of warm liquor applied frequently to the 
part. 


5 2. Hiſtories of Caſes. © 


1. A girl of fourteen, of a tender conſtitution, 


who had had the menſes very ſparingly, fell in- 


to a fever, diſtinguiſhable by a continual flow 


heat, with a dry cough, languor of the whole 


body,. pale colour of the face, frequent acute 
pains about the baſtard ribs, and looſe fetid aſh- 


coloured ſtools; the urine in ſmall quantity, 
with a thick ſediment, Emmenagogues did no 


ſervice, As the girl delighted in ſweet-meats, 


and a few months before had voided ſome. 


worms, an infuſion of rhubarb one dram, worm- 
ſeed half a dram, with falt of tartar one ſcruple, 
and ſpirit of vitriol twenty grains, was given at 
two doſes, and ptiſan with cichory-root, ſcordium, 
and ſyrup of citron-juice, uſed for common 
drink. A powder of rhubarb, worm-ſeed and 
nitre, was interpoſed at times, for a month or 


longer, when the patient got well, on with 


out voiding any more Worms. 
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Worm fevers are diſtinguiſhed from hectics, 
by the heat not increaſing after meals or in the 


— evenings: they are commonly accompanied 


with a looſeneſs, the feces fetid and aſh-colour. 


ed, the urine turbid, with a limous ſediment. 


With regard to the cure, if the fever is joined 
with a flux, abſtain from anthelminthics, the 
ſtronger purgatives, mercurials, ſagapenum, aſſa- 
fœtida, or tanſy, which are held ſpecifics ; and 
give acids, in conjunction with bitters; for acids 
not only abate the heat, but excellently reſiſt 
the verminous putrefaction: the purging wa- 
ters, with thirty drops of ſpirit of vitriol to a 
quart, are likewiſe of good ſervice. Generally 
no worms are voided, the febrile heat diſſolving 
them into a putrid magma. 


2. A lad about twenty, of a thin habit and 
great ſenſibility, having dropt a pen knife on 
the upper tendinous part of the foot, was ſeized 
next day with an acute pain of the part, a fever, 
thirſt, anxiety of the præcordia, watchfulneſs, 
and ſome diforder of the ſenſes, Blood was im- 
mediately taken from the arm, emulſions with 
and without nitre, and a diaphoretic diſcutient 
mixture, with diaſcordium, exhibited ; and a 
diſcutient anodyne plaſter applied to the affect- 
ed part. Thee medicines being continued for 
ſome 
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we lain” from Ws cafe bow dangerous 


wounds are in the nervous parts, and that the 
cauſes of diſeaſes conſiſt often, not in the quan- 
tity or quality of an offending matter, but in an 
inordinate motion. In ſuch caſes, we are not 
to endeavour the correction or evacuation of 
humours, but the abatement of the turbulent 


motions, which is chiefly to be effected * o- 
piates. 


3. A young man, of a ſanguineo-choleric 
conſtitution and diſſolute life, received a wound 
in the cheſt, which, after being healed up, left 
a weight at the breaſt, and difficulty of brea- 
thing on going up a ſteep aſcent or walking quick. 
Two years after, he was ſeized with a languor, 
headach, loſs of appetite and ſleep, à febrile 
heat coming on ſometimes in the evening, ſome- 
times during the night, preceded by a flight 
ſhivering, and followed in the morning by a pro- 
tuſe weakening ſweat, with an increaſe of the 
difficulty of breathing, and a pain in the part 
formerly affected. Diſcutient and diaphoretic 
mixtures, emollient and refrigerant emulſions, 
temperating powders with citron- juice, laxatives, 
ptiſan uſed for drink, did no ſervice. At length 

2.2 pl 
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Fart I. a venereal bube on the groin, being ſuppurated 
Chap. 14 by emollient applications, and opened, diſchar- 


— ged a large quantity of pus, on which the ſymp. 
toms abated, and in three weeks a complete cure 


was obtained. 
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SECTION I. 


Or HAMORRHAGES. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Of HEMORRHAGES in general. 


1. CO PonTaneous excretions of blood happen Hæmor- 
generally in parts of a tender ſtructure, . 
_ furniſhed with numerous ſmall veſſels lying near 

the ſurface; as the inſide of the noſtrils, the 

bronchia of the lungs, the larger left portion of 

the ſtomach, the gums, the ileum, the extremity 

of the rectum, and the external ſubſtance of the 

uterus and vagina. 


1 a. Sanguine 
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2. Sanguine perſons, or thoſe of a ſoft ſpon- 
gy habit and tender conſtitution, whoſe veſſels 
are turgid with blood and ſerum, are liable at 
all ages to hemorrhages from different parts. 
Thoſe of a choleric temperament, whoſe veſſels 
are larger, circulation quicker, and habit more 
tenſe, are molt expoſed, in their earlier years, to 
hæmorrhages from the lungs. The ſanguineo- 
melancholic are ſeized ofteneſt with hæmorrhoi- 


dal fluxes; and ſanguineo-ꝓhlegmatic women, 


with bloody vomitings. 


3. In childhood, hæmorrhages from the noſe 
are moſt frequent; in youth, from the lungs; 
in maturer age, from the hæmorrhoidal veſſels; 
and in an advanced age, from the urinary pal- 
lages. 


4. Hæmorrhages of all kinds are moſt fre- 


quent in the autumn and ſpring, particularly a- 
bout the Equinoxes, and often return periodical- 


ly at theſe ſeaſons, ſome chiefly at the one, and 
ſome at the other. The ſpring diſpoſes molt 
to bloody apoplexies, or hemorrhages of the 


brain; the autumn, to bloody vomiting, and 


bloody urine. 


ES ** 
1 Thoſe who have ſuffered in childhood co- 
pious and frequent hæmorrhages from the noſe, 
| arc 
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are always of a weak conſtitution, ſhort lived 
and ſubject to various diſtempers ; ; in youth, to 
a phthiſis pulmonalis ; in riper years, to hypo- 
chondriacal affections; and in ages to gouty and 
nephritic pains. 


6. A diſpoſition to hæmorrhage is for the 
moſt part hereditary, and quickly becomes ef- 
fective, from external cauſes exagitating the 
blood, as violent paſſions or exerciſe, hot irrita- 
ting aliments or medicines, the imprudent uſe 
of purgatives, ſudorifics, or baths. 


7. Excretions of blood from a mere redun- 
dance of the fluid itſelf, are ſalutary: thoſe from 
a malignant acrid matter, as in ſome of the ex- 
anthematous fevers, are extremely dangerous : 
thoſe from obſtructions, induration, or corrup- 
tion of any of the viſcera, particularly of the li- 
ver, the ſpleen, or the lungs, are generally mor- 
tal, being apt to terminate in a cachexy, dropſy, 
the morbus niger of Hippocrates, or a hectic. 


8. That a redundance of laudable blood is 
the primary cauſe of hæmorrhages, ſeems an 
erroneous opinion. The robuſt and laborious, 
whoſe blood is denſe, and of a good quality, 
rarely ſuffer hæmorrhages: but to thoſe of a 
lax habit and ſedentary life, where the ſerum is 

2. 4 in 
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Part II. in over proportion, they are frequent. The 
— blood diſcharged in immoderate hæmorrhages, 


has but a ſmall proportion of red matter in re- 
ſpe to the ſerum; a ſufficient evidence that the 
cauſe is rather a ſerous than ſanguineous ple- 
thora. | 


9. Eruptions of blood from different parts are 
generally preceded by particular ſymptoms : 
from the noſe, by a fluſhing and heat of the 
face, with a greater than ordinary tenſion and 


| pulſation of the temporal arteries : from the u- 


terus, by a laſſitude of the body, pain of the 
back and loins, tenſion about the hypochondres, 
paleneſs of the face, roughneſs of the ſkin, and 
conſtriction of its pores : from the lungs, by an 
anxiety of the præcordia, difficulty of breathing, 
an undulatory painful weight about the dia- 
phragm, flatulencies in the abdomen, and chil- 
neſs of the extremities : from the ſtomach, by a 
tenſive pain in the left hypochondre ; from the 
hæmorrhoidal veins, by ſpaſtic ſtrictures, flatu- 
lencies, languor, chilneſs, and pains in the os ſa- 
crum. 


10. The immediate and direct cauſe of hzmor- 
rhage appears therefore to be neither a redun- 
dance, nor acrimony, nor tenuity of the blood; 
but an inequality or obſtruction of its circvla- 

N tion, 
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tion, from the conſtruction of ſome veſſels, chief. 
ly of thoſe at a diſtance from the heart ; by 
which the blood is prevented from returning by 
the veins, and propelled more copiouſly into o- 
ther parts, where the ſmall lateral veſſels, which 
ordinarily carry only a thin lymph, are diſtend- 
ed and at length opened. The contraction of 
the veſſels ariſes ſometimes from ſpaſmodic ſtric- 
tures, and flatulent diſtenſions of the ſtomach 
and inteſtines, as in the hæmorrhoidal flux to 
which hypochondriacal perſons are ſubject: ſome- 
times, as appears upon diſſection, from an ob- 
ſtruction or induration of the viſcera, particular- 
ly in the violent ſymptomatic hæmorrhages ſuc- 
ceeding chronical diſeaſes: thus, diſorders of the 
liver, diſtinguiſhed by a greeniſh or leaden co- 
lour of the face, are accompanied with frequent 


bleedings at the noſe, eſpecially on the approach 
of a dropſy. 


11. The cure of hæmorrhages is therefore in- 
judiciouſly attempted by large and repeated 
bleeding ; though taking away a moderate quan- 

tity of blood, at the beginning, and as a preſer- 
vative, is undoubtedly very ſerviceable. The 
rational method of cure confiſts, firſt, In the de- 
rivation of the impetus of the blood from the 
parts affected, by pediluvia, glyſters, frictions, 
ligatures, warm cloths, fomentations, or baths : 
| ſecondly, 
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Part II. ſecondly, In relaxing the ſpaſmodic ſtrictures of 
Do. Pt the nervous parts: and, thirdly, In leſſening the 
quantity of ſerous humours, by gentle laxatives, 


the milder diaphoretics, and a flender diet. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER I. 


Of EersTAx1s or HEMORRHAGE from the Nose. 


$ 1. General Hiſtory. 


ZAmorRHacts of the noſe iſſue from the 


Hemor. . 


minute arteries diſtributed over the ſur- from the 


face of the pituitary tunic, diſtended and open- 
ed by an inordinate afflux of blood to the head. 
The ſtrong pulſation of the arteries of the neck 
and temples, redneſs of the face, ſwelling of the 
whole head, heat and dryneſs of the noſtrils, 


Noſe. 
— 


are marks of this preternatural afflux : and the 


ſtricture of the ſkin and ſubſiding of the veſſels 
in the lower parts, chilneſs, ſhivering, coſtive- 
neſs, pain or rumbling in the belly, and weari- 
neſs of the limbs, evince that it is occaſioned by 


a ſpaſmodic conſtriction of the veſſels in the ex- 


tremities. 


This hæmorrhage is more frequent in child- 
hood and youth, than in mature or advanced 
age; in males than in females; in thoſe of a 
ſpongy habit and ſmall veſſels, than in the lean, 

| whoſe 
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whoſe veſſels are large. It is often hereditary, 
and of all hæmorrhages the moſt apt to return. 
Thoſe who in infancy have laboured under ſe- 
rous defluxions from the noſtrils, eyes and ears, 
are ſubject after puberty to bleedings at the 
noſe. 


All frequent hzmorrhages denote an imbe- 


cility of nature; yet in plethoric habits they are 


often ſalutary. There are numerous examples 
of vertigo, ſcotomia, headach, phrenitis, and 


cven convulſions and epilepſies, terminated by a 


bleeding at the noſe, and produced by an im- 
prudent fuppreſſion of that diſcharge. In in- 
flammatory fevers, this hemorrhage is general - 


ly critical, that diſeaſe being for the moſt part 


the offspring of a plethora. Thoſe who have 
had frequent bleedings at the noſe in infancy, 
are ſubject in youth to diſorders of the breaſt, 


ſpitting of blood, pleurifies, peripneumonies, 


and even the pulmonary phthiſis ; in a more ad- 
vanced age, to hzmorrhoidal fluxes, rheumatic, 
gouty, iſchiadic and nephritic complaints. Pro- 
fuſe and laſting hæmorrhages of the noſe, from 


violent ſpaſms of the internal parts, preceded by 


a coldneſs of the extremities and faintings, ge- 
nerally terminate in death. Thoſe which hap- 
pen in exanthematous or malignant fevers, ac- 
companied with a great depreſſion of ſtrength, 
are always dangerous: in dropſies, cachexies, 

| or 
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or other chronical diſtempers from obſtructions 
of the viſcera, they are for the moſt part mortal. 


§ 2. Method of Cure. 


Immoderate bleedings from a redundance and 
exagitation of the blood, which happen chiefly 
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to young perſons in the ſpring, from ſtrong 


exerciſe or ſpiritous liquors; are to be treated 
with nitrous and acidulous medicines, and vene- 
ſection. Spaſmodic ſtrictures of the nervous 
parts, which generally accompany profuſe diſ- 
charges, are abated by gentle opiates, the mine- 
ral anodyne liquor, and camphor in ſmall doſes; 
which laſt is particularly ſerviceable where the 
hzmorrhage is occaſioned by exanthematous 
matter: to all theſe, nitre 1s advantageouſly join- 
ed. A revulſion may likewiſe be made by mild 
laxatives, as rhubarb with nitre ; by emollient 
and carminative glyſters ; by bathing the feet 
and hands in moderately warm water; and by 
refrigerants and diſcutients, particularly an epi- 
them of vinegar of roſes, vinegar of rue, nitre, 
camphor, and oil of rhodium, applied to the 
forehead, the noſtrils, and the neck. 


§ 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. Thoſe who are ſubje& to frequent bleed- 
ings at the noſe, ought to avoid cold, particu- 
larly 
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larly of the feet and head ; and refrain from too 
full meals. A freedom of perſpiration contri- 


◻◻ butes greatly to the prevention of this and all 


other hæmorrhages: to promote that ſalutary 
excretion, infuſions of veronica, milfoil-tops, 
and ſuch like plants, may be uſed as tea. 


2. Thoſe who have ſuffered frequent hæmor- 
rhages in youth, ought, after the ceſſation of 
them, to abſtain from all ſtrong commotions of 
the body, even from ſpeaking with vehemence. 
I have known, in ſchoolmaſters, almoſt irreme- 
diable diforders of the head, conſtant tingling 
of the ears, and even a paralyſis ſucceed. 


3. After profuſe hemorrhages, cold or a 


fright are particularly hurtful. From theſe 1 


have known extreme ſtupor, weight of the head, 
pain of the eyes, weakneſs of fight, and giddi- 
neſs brought on; and even a great debility of 
the whole body, and danger of an apoplexy. 
The more the body is exhauſted of blood, the 
more are thoſe cauſes to be avoided, which pro- 


pel the blood from the external parts to the 1 in- 
ternal. 


4. Cold aſtringent applications at the begin- 
ning do harm: by ſuppreſſing the diſcharge, 
they repel the blood to the lungs or the inter- 

nal 
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nal parts of the brain, and thus endanger ſuffo- 
cation or an apoplexy. Pediluvia, glyſters, and } 
bleeding in the foot, if neceſſary, ſhould be pre- 
miſed. | 


5. Hæmorrhages from a redundance of blood, 
or the ſuppreſſion or omiſſion of cuſtomary eva- 
cuations of blood, natural or artificial, are ne- 
ver to be reſtrained by force. If they prove 
immoderate, the derivations already mention- 
ed, and nitrous medicines with citron-juice, will 
be ſufficient. 


6. Nor are periodical hæmorrhages to be ſud- 
denly checked, either by external or internal 
means. I have hence known, in aged people, 
lethargies and apoplexies enſue. 


7. Bleedings at the noſe have been frequent- 
ly cured, eſpecially in bilious and choleric dif- 
poſitions, by drinking cold ſpring- water, to the 
quantity of two or three quarts a- day, and keep- 
ing the body in a ſuitable warmth : by this 
means the orgaſm of the blood is allayed, and 
tor the moſt part a gentle ſweat promoted. It 
is adviſable therefore, for thoſe who are ſubject 


to hemorrhages, to uſe pure ſpring- water for 
common drink. 


8. In 
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8. In ſymptomatic hæmorrhages happening in 


exanthematous fevers, no other remedies are 


adviſable than ſuch as abate immoderate heat, 
and gently promote perſpiration ; as, a mixture 
of elder-flower water four ounces, diſtilled vi- 
negar one ounce, crabs-eyes and diaſcordium 
each one dram, nitre one ſcruple, with a ſuit- 
able quantity of ſyrup of wild poppies: two 
ſpoonful of this mixture may be taken every 
two hours, with the interpoſition, in malignant 


| Caſes, of a powder compoled of calx of anti- 


mony, camphor and nitre. 


9. Thoſe who in youth have ſuffered frequent 
hemorrhages from the noſe, are liable, on a 
ceſſation of them, to diſorders of the head, eyes 


and ears, or even to epilepſy or phrenitis. In 


ſuch caſes, if the head and its veſſels are full of 
blood, the hæmorrhage muſt be brought back, 


by forcibly thruſting up the noſtrils a quill or a 


ſtraw, or by a ſcarifying inſtrument. Recourſe 


muſt be had to the ſame aſſiſtances in ſangui - 


neous or inflammatory feyers, where the blood 
is ſtrongly propelled to the head. 


10. Profuſe hzmorrhages from violent affec- 
tions of the mind, require a pecuhar treatment, 
In thoſe from paſſion, the remedies are, anti- 


ſpaſmodic nitrous powders, with pure cold wa- 


ter 
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ter given ſucceſſively: from grief, diaphoretics 
mixed with antiſpaſmodics, the mineral anodyne 
liquor with one-fourth of volatile aromatic ſpirit, 
and a mild diaphoretic regimen. _ 


11. In cachectic babits, rhubarb, given repeat- 
edly, by itſelf or with falts ; in ſcorbutic ones, 
whey, with the interpoſition of rhubarb ; are 
the molt ſucceſsful medicines. 


8 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


„ man above forty, ſanguineo-phlegmatic, 


cacheQtic, accuſtomed to drink too freely of 
malt liquors and wines, fell into a jaundice 
which was removed by rhubarb, aperients, and 
external diſcutients; but returned ſeveral times, 
accompanied at length with a very black colour 
of the ſkin, and a bleeding at the noſe which 
could not be reſtrained : the blood oozed out 
conſtantly, day and night, thin, livid, and incoa- 
gulable : the ſtrength was extremely depreſſed; 
the Extremities always cold; ; the ſenſes entire 
till he expired. | 


All profuſe hæmorrhages in cachectic per- 
ſons, from an obſtruction of the liver or ſpleen, 
are full of danger. In the black jaundice in 
particular, I have often ſeen unreſtrainable 

Vol. I. Aa bleedings: 
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bleedings : in one perſon, the flux was from the 
. HEE | 


2. A lady about thirty, thin and of a coſtive 
habit, complained during pregnancy, eſpecially 
in the laſt months, of a flow continual heat, 
which greatly waſted her ſtrength, with palpi- 
tations of the heart at times, and a pulſe ſo weak 
as hardly to be felt: ſhe was, ſhe ſaid, as if her 
heart had no ſtrength, and floated in water. Af. 
ter delivery and a too ſparing uterine evacuation, 
ſhe was ſeized with a flux from the noſe of thin 
blood, which did not coagulate. The hzmor- 
rhage ceaſing in a few hours, violent ſpaſmodic 
ſymptoms ſucceeded, with extreme anxieties, 
deſpondency, and diſorder of the ſenſes ; which 
were abated by a return of the bleeding. Laxa- 
tives, glyſters, pediluvia, frictions, nitre, and all 
the aſſiſtances that medicine affords (veneſeQion 
excepted, to which ſhe had a natural abhorrence) 
were tried in vain. Every ceſſation of the flux 
was followed by the ſpaſms, anxieties, reſtlefl- 
neſs, and diſorder of the mind; and this alter- 


nately for about a fortnight ; when, quite ex- 


hauſted by the loſs of blood, ſhe expired in the 
ſpaſmodic paroxyſm. 


Though the hemorrhage promiſed at firſt 


to be- critical, and to ſupply the deficiency 
| of 
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of the lochia, the ſymptoms that had preceded 
rendered it far otherwiſe : when pregnant wo- 
men make great complaints, eſpecially in the 
laſt months, of debility and internal heat, we 
may prognoſticate an unfavourable lyirig-in; It 
is obſervable, however, that the bleeding proved 
always, ſo long as it continued, a ſolution of the 
other complaints. 


23. A young nobleman, florid and full of blood, 
who had ſuftered frequent hæmorrhages from 
the noſe, had a more violent return, in which 
he loſt by degrees ſix or eight quarts. After 
many medicines had been given without effect, 
cold water, with tinQure of roſes and ſyrup of 
barberries, was uſed for common drink: in a 
fortnight the bleeding ſtopt: after which the 
ſtrength was recruited, and a dimneſs of ſight, 
which the weakneſs had brought on, was remo- 
ved by nutritious broths. 


Young people, of a ſanguine temperament 
and ſpongy habit, are very ſubject to hæmor- 
rhages, and often loſe prodigious quantities 
without much danger. A clergyman was ſub- 
ject for many years to an haemorrhage from 
the noſe, ſo profuſe, that he ſometimes bled five 
quarts in one day; the face {till continuing red, 
and the pulſe ſtronger than ordinary: medicines 

Aa 2 were 
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were of no ſervice : if the flux was reſtrained by 
ſnuffing up ſpirit of wine, a difficulty of brea- 
thing ſucceeded. Even though the ſtrength be 
very conſiderably depreſſed by the largezevacua- 
tion, we*are not to deſpair of relief, provided 
the viſcera are not unſound, nor the blood im- 


pure or ſcorbutic. The drinking of plain cold 


water, without any acid, is here the principal 
remedy; and may have place alſo in the ha. 
morrhages brought on by an exagitation of the 
blood from ſtrong exerciſe, hot weather, ſpiri- 
tous liquors, or venereal appetites. The cold 
bath likewiſe may in theſe caſes be of ſervice. 


4. A lady of 56, of a ſtrong conſtitution, af. 
ter omitting cuſtomary veneſection for five years, 
fell into a fever, accompanied on the third day 
with a delirium, a flight bleeding at the noſej 
which gave no relief, and a gentle moiſture on 
the ſkin. Nitrous and cinnabarine powders were 
given, and cold water, to the quantity of ſome 
quarts a-day. All the ſymptoms increaſing on 
the fixth day, ten ounces of blood were taken 
from the foot; on which the heat and delirium 
abated, and the pulſe became flower, but an ex- 
treme languor remained, and the ſymptoms re- 
turned again, on the eighth day, with equal or 
greater violence. At length a bloody ſerum 
was diſcharged in large quantity from the anus 

| and 
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and uterus ; by which the diſeaſe ſeemed at firſt 


to abate, but ſoon after increaſed. A ſingultus, 
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which ſucceeded, was reſtrained by a glyſter of +—— 


cold water ; after which, the flux from the ute- 
rus returned, and the patient expired. 


On the ſeventh day, when I was called, 1 
could ſee nothing to be done for a cure : the 
ſerous diſcharge further confirmed that the caſe 
was now malignant; for ſuch a flux 1 have 
never known to have favourable conſequences. 
Early bleeding might have been of uſe ; but it 
was here too late, and could ſerve only to re- 
ſtrain or prevent the Hæmorrhage from the noſe, 


which is the common ſolution of inflammatory 


fevers. 


5. A Jewiſh lad of eighteen, of a ſanguine 


conſtitution, was ſeized, in the meaſles, with a 


profuſe bleeding at the noſe, an extreme anxiety 


of the præcordia, and oppreſſion at the breaſt. 
A mixture of decoction of hartſhorn and elder- 
flower water, each four ounces, citron-juice half 
an ounce, coral one dram, nitre and diaſcor- 
dium, each two ſcruples, ſyrup of citron-juice 
half an ounce, being taken by a ſpoonful at a 
time, the eruptions in one night broke out, the 
ſymptoms abated, and the hæmorrhage ceaſed. 


Az3- ” The 
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The meaſles are not unfrequently accom. 
panied with a bleeding at the noſe, eſpeci- 
ally in plethoric perſons; ſometimes in wo- 
men, particularly thoſe of great ſenſibility and 
propenſity to paſſion, with a bloody vomiting, or 
a flux of blood from the uterus. . In theſe caſes, 
and indeed in all the hemorrhages attending 
exanthematous fevers, the flux is never to be 
reſtrained by cold ſubftances, but by ſuch as 
obtund the acrimonious matter and gently pro- 
mote its expulſion : in this intention I have had 
frequent experience of the good effects of the 
mixture above preſcribed, 

| * 

6. A boy of eight, of a tender conſtitution, 
was ſeized with a quartan; which was often 
removed, and as often returned: at length the 


belly ſwelled, the face became livid, and fre- 


quent hæmorrhages from the noſe were joined. 
An infuſion of rhubarb in an alkaline and ni- 


trous liquor, with bitter extracts, given in bis 


common drink, made an effectual cure both of 
the fever and the other complaints. 


The ſymptoms were here alarming : but 
obſtructions and indurations of the viſcera 
are not ſo eaſily formed in children as in a- 
dults ; and if begun to be formed, they yield 
more readily to bitteriſh and ſaline medicines. 

From 
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From ſuch complaints in an adult we may al- 
ways prognoſticate a cachexy and dropſy. 


7. A man of a ſpongy habit and ſanguine 
temperament, had been ſubje& from infancy to 
bleedings at the noſe, chiefly about the Equi- 
noxes. By veneſeQtion, every ſpring and au- 
tumn, the hæmorrhage was prevented, only he 
had a headach coming on at the uſual ſeaſons, 
and going off ſpogtancouſly. The evacuation 
being omitted, he complained, in the beginning 
of ſpring, of a weight and pain of the head, with 
a redneſs and ſwelling of the face. Continuing, 
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notwithſtanding this, to exert his voice as a -- 


ſchoolmaſter, he was ſeized with tingling of the 


ears, dulneſs of hearing, and a numbneſs of the 


right hand and foot, which . him 
to the grave. 


It appears from hence, that plethoric perſons 
are liable, particularly at the Equinoxes, to ſpon- 


taneous hemorrhages, which may be ſupplied 


by artificial evacuations. To omit theſe, when 


grown cuſtomary, is extremely ill judged; that 


they weaken the ſtrength, is a . ſuſpi- 
cion. 
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CHAPTER I. 


Of HeamorTvss or HaMoRRHaAGE from the 
Lunss. 


8 1. General Wiftory. 


AF moyeTyYs1s conſiſts in an excretion of 
florid, frothy blood from the lungs, with 


It is not every ſpitting of blood that is to be 
called an hæmoptyſis. Often blood falls from 
the noſtrils into the fauces and lungs, from 
whence it is ſpit up again in clots a tickling in 
the palate, and pain or weight of the head pre- 
ceding. Sometimes alſo the ſputum is tinged 
with blood from the fauces, or the inner branches 
of the aſpera arteria, being eroded by acrid hu- 
mours. 


| The true hemoptyſis, or hemorrhage of the 


lungs, comes on at intervals, preceded generally 
by a ſhivering and chilneſs of the ſkin, particu- 


larly of the feet, a diſappearance of the veſſels 


in 


MEDICINE 


in the hands, pain of the back, wearineſs and 
heavineſs of the limbs, rumblings of the lower 
belly, coſtiveneſs, a ſenſe of weight at the breaſt, 
and ſome difficulty of breathing. A tickling or 
itching is then perceived in the fauces, along 
the afpera arteria, with a hot undulatory mo- 
tion, or ebullition as it were, in the right fide: 
on which, thin, florid, frothy blood is coughed 
up, without pain ; ſometimes in ſmall quantity, 
from a rupture of ſome of the lateral veſſels of 
the lungs; ſometimes copiouſly and impetu- 
ouſly, as if by vomit, from a burſt varix or a- 
neuriſm of the larger veſlels. 


Hæmoptyſis from a mere redundance or exa- 


gitation of the blood, has little danger. I have 
ſeen them return every month, after the ceſſa- 
tion of the menſes in pregnancy, and ceaſe ſpon- 
taneouſly on the re-appearance of the menſtrual 
flux after delivery: I have ſeen them ceaſe du- 
ring geſtation, return again on delivery, and 
continue for ſeveral years without inconveni- 
ence : I have ſeen alſo a harmleſs hæmoptyſis in 
thoſe who menſtruated too . ſparingly. Of all 
hæmorrhages however there is none more dan- 
gerous or more apt to return : thoſe who have 
once ſuffered a violent hæmoptyſis ſeldom reco- 
ver perfect health, unleſs a very ſtri& regimen be 
obſerved, and not always, although it is : inju- 

ries 
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ries of the lungs, from the continual dilatation 
and contraction of that viſcus, very difficultly 
heal; and as the extravaſated blood is ſcarce 
totally expectorated, its remains are apt to cor» 
rupt and bring on a heQiic and conſumption. It 
is moſt dangerous in old people, after long grief, 
where the abdominal viſcera are obſtructed, or _ 
the humours have a ſcorbutic taint. On diſſec- 
tion are found vomicz, polypous concretions, 
aneuriſms; the lungs overflowed with florid 
frothy blood newly diſcharged from an aneu- 
riſm, or in great part corrupted by ſuch as has 
long ſtagnated and become putrid. | 


8 2. Method of Cure. 


The primary indication is, to abate the orgaſm 
or ebullition of the blood, by cold water, drank 
plentifully, but by little at a time, nitre in ſmall 
repeated doſes, whey, or liquors acidulated with 


: ſpirit of vitriol, as the tinctura roſarum. I have 


known ſeveral examples of dangerous hamop- 
tyſis ſtopped by cold water alone, after veneſec- 


tion: it anſwers beſt in young ſubjects, where a 


conſiderable internal heat is complained of : the 
cold liquor not only abates this heat, but if the 
body is kept moderately warm, occaſions a ſalu- 
tary moiſture on the ſkin, 0 


A 
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A detiemion of the blood from the lungs is 
to be attempted by temperate pediluvia, bathing 
the hands in warm water, gentle laxatives, ta- 
marinds, prunes, rhubarb, glyſters; but more 
particularly, if the patient be plethoric, by bleed- 
ing in the arm or foot: eight ounces or more 
ſhould be taken away, and the orifice made 
large, for the more effeQual revulſion 


The ſpaſmodic ſtrictures of the ſmall veſſels, 
which promote the afflux of blood to the lungs, 
are to be relaxed by oily medicines, emulſions, 
and decoctions of hartſhorn. In failure of theſe, 


recourſe may be had to opiates, or a mixture of 


half a dram of white henbane-ſceds, with an e- 
qual quantity of crabs-eyes, twelve grains.of ni- 
tre, and one grain of camphor. With greater 
fafety may be uſed a mixture of half an ounce 
of acrid tincture of antimony, or tincture of tar- 
tar, the ſame quantity of the mineral anodyne 
liquor, two drams of the bezoardic liquor of 
Buſſius, and fix drops of oil of mace ; this medi- 
cine not only abates ſpaſms, but by gently pro- 
moting urine and perſpiration, diverts the blood 
from the breaſt, 


The laſt indication is, to heal the injuries of 
the parts, and correct the acrid humours ; ſo as 
to prevent a return of the ſame, or the acceſſion 


of 
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een The medicines which 1 
have found moſt ſerviceable in this intention, 


— are, (1.) A mixture of an ounce of diſtilled yi. 


negar, with four ounces of ſimple waters, a 
dram of abſorbent and reſtringent powders, and 
two drams of ſyrup of wild poppies ; to be taken 
at thrice, with the addition, if the hemorrhage 
has been profuſe, of half a dram of prepared 
hematites. (2.) A decoQtion in ale, of daiſies, 
red roſes, chamomile-flowers, milfoil tops, each 
four pugils; ſaracens, conſound, groundivy, dead 
nettle, veronica, ſanicle, winter-green, each one 
handful ; fennel-ſeeds, nutmeg, each two drams, 
An ounce and a half of theſe ſpecies may be 


boiled in two quarts of beer, both for ſimple® 
ſpittings of blood, and for thoſe which are com- 


plicated with a phthiſis. (3.) Pills, of one part 
of the pil. de cynogloſſo, and four of the pil. 
Becheri : about a ſcruple of the compound to be 
taken at bed-time. (4.) A powder, of calx of 
antimony one dram, animal abſorbents four 
-drams, nitre one dram and a half; of which a 
ſcruple is to be taken at a time, with twenty 
drops of the mineral anodyne liquor, and ſome 
antiſpaſmodic water. 


& 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. Where large quantities of blood are ex- 
pectorated at ſhort intervals, from the rupture 
| | of 
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of ſome conſiderable branch of the pulmonary Hzmor. 
artery, the Phyſician ſhould beware of promiſing — 
much, unleſs a ſuppreſſion of the flux is obtain --- 
ed in three days. Nor ſhould he pronounce too 
unfavourably ; which, as I have often ſeen, inti- 


midates the patient, and haſtens death. 


2. An annual hæmoptyſis, and thoſe which a- 
riſe from a ſuppreſſion of the hæmorrhoidal flux, 
are generally accompanied with rheumatic pains 
in the breaſt, which are ſometimes miſtaken for 
pleuritic. Veneſection in the foot, and a re- 
turn of the diſcharge from the hæmorrhoidal 
veſſels, removes at once both the hæmoptyſis 

; and the pain. 


3. In ſharp coughs, from acrid defluctions, 
with a tickling deep in the fauces, and an excre- 
tion at times of florid frothy blood mixed with 
mucus; it is ſufficient, if there are no manifeſt 
ſigns of a plethora, to give emulſions, and bal- . 
ſamic pills, with a few grains of the ſtorax pill, 
Agglutinants and aſtringents are to be abſtained 
from ; not the pulmonary, but the ſmall branches 
of the bronchial artery being wounded. 


4. When a profuſe diſcharge threatens imme- 
diate danger, and internal remedies are inſuffi- 
cient to reſtrain it ; recourſe mult be had to li- 
gatures 
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gatures on the limbs, which preventing for a 
time the return of the blood by the veins, the 


+ —— ruptured veſſels more readily collapſe and re. 


unite. When the hemorrhage ceaſes, the liga- 
tures are to be ſlackened, not all at once, but 
ſucceſſively. = 


5. As ſpittings of blood happen frequently 
from ſpaſms, flatulencies, and other diſorders of 
the firſt paſſages ; theſe alſo muſt be conſidered 


in the cure, regard being had at the fame time 


to the differences of conſtitution. In choleric 
young perſons, of great ſenſibility, and prone to 
paſſion, ſubje& at times to palpitations of the 
heart, and whoſe pulſe is naturally large; ab- 
ſtain from carminatives, ſtomachics, volatile 
falts, and purgatives ; and give only nitrous pow- 
ders, gentle laxatives of manna, tamarinds and 
prunes, with whey, barley-water, or other dilu- 
ents. Where the juices are tenacious, the viſ- 
cera obſtructed, the conſtitution cold and moiſt, 
and the habit ſpongy; balſamic pills, volatile 
ſpirits with tincture of tartar, mild carminative 
eſſences with carminative tinctures, are given 


3 advantage. 


6. Strong aſtringents are never adviſable, e- 
ſpecially at the beginning, or during the pa- 
roxyſm; for though they retain the flux for a 

time, 
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time, yet they leave in the pulmonary veſicles — 


clots of blood, which corrupting, lay the foun- |... 
dation of a phthifis or hectic. The milder aſtrin- 
gents and corroborants are of uſe, particularly 
in the intervals, and at the end of the flux, for 
preventing a relapſe : ſuch are, ſolution of co- 
ral in orange. juice, made into a ſyrup; conſerve 
of roſes, with bole or hæmatites; an electuary 
of Peruvian bark, with watery extract of caſ- 
carilla, prepared amber, and nutmegs; infu- 
ſions and decoctions of vulnerary and corrobo- 


rant plants. 


7, Milk is of great ſervice, if the ſtomach can 
bear it, and if taken by little at a time, but of- 
ten, I have known true hæmoptyſis reſtrained 
by goats milk, boiled with wild poppy-flowers, 
then mixed with half its quantity of water and 
a little honey; after which, the diſorder was 
completely cured by ſtarch uſed plentifully in 
food. 4 


8. This diſeaſe is very dangerous to old per- 
ſons, though the flux be but ſmall. Never at- 
tempt here to ſuppreſs the diſcharge by ſtrong 
aſtringents, or to procure reſt by opiates ; leſt 
the ſtrength be farther depreſſed, and putrefac- 


tion brought on, to which old age is particular- 
ly diſpoſed, 
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84. Hiftories of | Caſes. 


1. A lady ofgthirty received a fright during 
the menſtrual evacuation, on which the flux ſtop. 
ped, and a weight at the breaſt, anxiety of the 


præcordia, and palpitation of the heart, came on. 


At the next menſtrual period, the diſcharge was 
ſmall, preceded by a pain of the back and hypo- 
chondres, an oppreſſion at the breaſt, and a ſenſe 
of weight in the præcordia: a coughing up of 
blood was joined, which in four days went off. 
At every ſucceeding period, for nine years, a 


ſpitting of blood continued five or fix days; con- 


ſtantly accompanying the uterine flux, diſappear- 
ing with it during geſtation, and again returning 


with it after delivery. It yielded nothing to any 


medicines, and was of no prejudice to health. 


4. A young man of a tender conſtitution, and 
prone to paſſion, coughed up blood for ſome 
years every ſpring and autumn. After a violent 
fit of paſſion, a very profuſe hæmorrhage return- 
ed regularly every day, at four in the morning, 


and nine at night: in a fortnight, he loſt at leaſt 


eight pounds of blood. Aſtringents, incraſſants, 


pectorals, did no ſervice. A complete cure was 


obtained, by volatile oily ſpirits given to twenty 
drops every four hours in black cherry water ; 
| animal 
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animal abſorbents, with nitre, diaphoretic anti- 
mony, cinnabar, and a little of the ſtorax pill, at 
bed-time ; emollient glyſters with nitre; and 
tepid pediluvia. 


This diſorder, like moſt periodical ones, ſeem- 
ed to be kept up by cruditics in the firſt 
paſſages, Gentle evacuants and antiſpaſmo- 
dics were therefore plainly indicated ; and no 
benefit could be expected from the common 
pectorals, incraflants, or aſtringents. As volatile 
ſpirits exagitate the blood, they may be judged 
in theſe caſes improper; but experience ſhews 
the contrary : I have often known hemorrhages, 
from whatever part, reſtrained by this remedy, 
with expedition and ſafety. They ſhould not, 


however, be given on the approach of, or during 


the fit, but in the remiſſion. 


3. A clergyman of twenty-five, full of blood 
and juices, after exerting his voice m the pulpit, 
ſpit up ſo much blood as filled a baſon. A few 
doſes of tincture of ſulphur of vitriol, with opi- 
um, brought on an extreme anxiety of the præ- 
cordia, with danger of ſuffocation. Veneſection, 
and a diſcutient mixture of ſome ſimple waters, 
diſtilled vinegar, crabs- eyes, nitre, and diaſcor- 
dium, relieved the complaints ; but in a few days 
the hæmorrhage returned, preceded by a ſhiver- 
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ing and chilneſs of the extremities, paleneſs of 
the face, and a ſenſation as of hot blood ariſing 
from the right ſide of the breaſt. Several reme- 


dies were uſed, and with ſome advantage; but 


the flux did not entirely ceaſe, ſome ſpoonfuls of 
florid blood being ſtill now and then diſcharged. 
On eating flatulent food, the roots of the ſow- 
bread, commonly called carth- apples, he was 
ſeized with violent gripes, which ending in 
a copious diarrhoea, put an end to the pulmo- 
nary hæmorrhage; whoſe returns were after- 


wards guarded againſt by nne decoctions 
with mild balſamics. 


This hiſtory affords an inſtance of the in- 
jury of aſtringents, and the utility of laxatives ; 
and ſhews, that ſubſtances of themſelves per- 


nicious may ſometimes by accident prove la- 
lutary. 


4. A ſtudent in theology, of a melancholic 
temperament, tall and thin, was ſeized with a 
chilneſs of the whole body, particularly the 
hands and feet, a languor, nauſea, anxiety about 
the præcordia, oppreſſion at the breaſt, and a 
tickling to cough. In the night, an hæmoptyſis 
came on: this continued for two days, and the 


other ſymptoms for fix weeks, when a cure was 


obtained, which laſted for ſix years. The on 
neſs 
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neſs of a ſchoolmaſter brought back the com- Hzmor. 


plaints : an antiſpaſmodic powder ſeemed to 
give relief; but a languor remained, and, on re- 
turning to his office, the haemorrhage returned: 
every day, for five weeks, he voided fix or ſeven 
ſpoonfuls of florid blood, and in the intermedi- 
ate time a viſcid mucus mixed with pus. Vene- 
ſection in the foot, and antiſpaſmodics, had no ef- 
fect: the anxiety, difficulty of breathing, loſs of 
appetite and of ſleep, continued: the pulſe became 
unequal, quick, and weak; the extremities cold; 
and the ſtrength ſo far depreſſed, that he could 
ſcarcely move or ſpeak. It was from great ſoli- 
citation that I ventured to preſcribe in ſuch de- 
ſperate circumſtances. Beſides the water-gruel 
with fennel-ſeeds uſed for common drink, he 
was ordered at leaſt a quart a-day (in the morn- 
ing with milk, at night without) of a decoction 
of hartſhorn-ſhavings three ounces, ſcorzonera- 
root two ounces, veronica, miltoil-tops, wild 
poppy-flowers, each one handful, burnt hartſhorn 
one ounce, water three pints to two ounces of 
the ſpecies : at bed-time, a dram, in black cherry 
water, of a powder compoſed of crabs-eyes one 
ounce, red coral, mother of pearl, nitre, caſca- 
rilla, each two drams, oil of citron-peel, and eſ- 
ſential oil of nutmegs, each fix grains. Theſe 
medicines being continued for eight weeks, he 


loſt every complaint, and recovered fleep, appe- 


tite, fleſh, ſtrength, and health. 
B Þ 2 5. An 
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5. An unmarried lady of thirty-ſix, cheerful, of 


2. A ſanguine complexion, after an irregular life for 


and ſometimes totally deficient. Hence aroſe 
frequent diſorders at ſtomach ; anxious pains, 
nauſea, vomiting, with loſs of ſtrength ; which 


for four years ſhe endeavoured in vain to relieve 


by ſpiritous liquors, ſtomachic elixirs, and eat- 
ing citrons. Being greatly weakened by long- 


continued grief, ſhe was ſeized with an epileptic 


fit; whoſe returns were prevented by proper 
medicines ; but inflations about the præcordia, 


with anxieties, eruQations, retchings, and coſtive- 


neſs, continued. The menſes now diſappeared 
for four months, notwithſtanding veneſection in 
the foot thrice repeated, and the moderate uſe 
of balſamics. After freſh grief, ſhe was ſeized 


with an hæmoptyſis, and coughed up in three 


days ſome pounds of florid frothy blood. A vein 
was thrice opened in the foot; but a ſudden epi- 
leptic paroxyſm carried her off. 


Symptomatic hæmoptyſis (for ſuch was 
this), in cachectic and fplenetic perſons, are 
generally mortal. In ſuch caſes, I have twice 
found, on diſſection, the ſpleen large and full of 
corrupted blood, the vaſa brevia of the ſtomach 


diſtended with black blood, and the ſtomach it- 
| ſelt 


NM. D.1C:;1: MEE 


ſelf greatly expanded. The ſeat of the preſent 
diſorder was alſo probably in the ſpleen and ſto- 
mach. 
6. The brother of the foregoing lady, upwards 
of thirty, thin, pale, melancholy, who had twelve 
years before a ſpitting of blood from a fall, com- 
plained of frequent anxieties and oppreſſions of 
the præcordia under the baſtard ribs, particularly 
on the left fide, with a burning heat of the ſto- 
mach ; which he attributed to drinking cold li- 
quor when heated by exerciſe. After marriage, 
and ſome notable affections of mind, he grew 
very weak : having nevertheleſs, contrary to 


cultom, indulged vehement dancing, the diſor- 


der increaſed: in a fortnight, retchings came 
on, with a ſudden hæmorrhage from the lungs 
endangering ſuffocation : convulſions acceded, 
of which in two days he expired. 


The ſudden and copious diſcharge denotes 
an injury of the lungs themſelves, probably 
aneuriſms of the ſmall veſſels. An epilepſy 
following an hæmoptyſis, is, according to Hip- 
poc RATES, mortal, eſpecially where much 
blood has been loſt. In ſuch caſes, veneſection 
does harm; and, inſtead of abating, increaſes the 
convulſion. 
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7. A man of forty, cheerful, plethoric, of a 
ſpongy habit, accuſtomed to high living, after 


S—— omitting veneſection, uſing violent exerciſe, and 


indulging wine, coughed up ſeveral times florid 
frothy blood. VeneſeQion in the foot, and ni- 


trous powders with the mineral anodyne liquor, 


ſtopped the diſcharge ; and infuſions of veroni- 
ca, balm, lungwort, ſanicle, with fennel-ſeeds, 
and milk, completed the cure, 


This may be called a ſimple hæmopty- 
ſis, from a redundance of blood, and the 
omiſſion of cuſtomary evacuations. In ſuch 
caſes, the diſorder, whilſt recent, readily yields 
to the method above purſued ; but if the cure 
be delayed, or medicines for diſſolving the extra- 
vaſated blood, and conſolidating the ruptured 


veſſels, omitted, a phthiſis is apt to ſucceed. 


8. A man of letters, upwards of fifty, after im- 
moderate ſtudy and paſſion, omitting veneſection, 
and drinking cold liquors whillt greatly heated, 
complained. of languor and weakneſs ; and ha- 
ving exerted his voice in the ſchools, ſpit up at 
times ſome ounces of blood. Cold water, whey 
boiled with wine, nitre and pectorals, ſomewhat 
abated the hæmorrhage; but a cough and hoarſe- 
neſs continued, appetite and fleep failed, the 
ſtrength daily decayed, the fleſh waſted, and a 

flow 
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| flow fever came on, diſtinguiſhable by a quick Hæmor. 


pulſe and heat : he continued cheerful, till death 
unexpectedly cloſed the ſcene. 


The diſeaſe here was not the hæmor- 
rhage, but a corruption of ſome of the viſ- 
cera, perhaps the ſpleen. An extreme proltra- 
tion of ſtrength and appetite is almoſt a conſtant 
diagnoſtic of ſuch diſtempers. 


9. A young gentleman, ſanguineo-choleric and 
weak, had been ſubject from infancy to various 
diſorders, particularly acute ones; and atfourteen, 
from a fright in ſleep, had a periodical delirium, 
which continued near two years, and was at 
length removed by bleeding every other day. 
| He was now fo habituated to veneſection, that 
repetitions at leaſt three or four times every 
year were neceſlary : at the ſame time an indiſ- 
poſition of the breaſt was brought on, producing 
frequent pleuriſies, and violent ſpaſmodic opprel- 
five ſtrictures. After a long journey, as a mili- 
tary officer, in cold wet weather, he was ſeized 
with a vehement cough, by which ſome florid 
blood was expectorated: in eight days, after 


from the 
Lungs, 
— 


ſome irregularities in diet, the hemorrhage be- 


came ſo copious, that at leaſt two pounds of 
blood were diſcharged in four days. By proper 
remedies the bleeding was ſtopped ; but the 
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cough, weight at breaſt, difficulty of breathing, 
and weakening night- ſweats, continued: the 
cough was rather dry than moiſt, only a little 
yellowiſh matter being expectorated: an intenſe 
pungent pain was complained of under the left 


ſhoulder-bone, at times affecting the whole 


breaſt with a vehement ſpaſmodic ſtricture, ſo as 
to endanger ſuffocation, at length extending to 
the lumbar region, exaſperated by coughing, ſo 
that the patient could ſcarcely walk : lying on 
the affected fide increaſed the cough; in the 
evening a ſhivering and chilneſs of the extremi- 
ties came on, followed in the night by no great 


heat, but profuſe ſweats, with a hard and fre- 


quent pulſe : the urine was red, and depoſited a 
copious white ſediment. Medicines availed no- 
thing: the hectic fever and pains increaſing, a 


delirium came on, under which in eight days he 
expired. 


On diſſection, the whole ſubſtance of the 
lungs, particularly the left lobe, was found ſcir- 
rhous, with ſundry. vomicæ full of thick gluti- 
nous pus: in the pulmonary artery was a poly- 


pus as large as the little finger: the lungs adhe- 


red ſtrongly, not only to the pleura, but to the 


pericardium and ny” - whence probably 
proceeded the pain, 


10. A 
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10. A lady about fifty, of a very tender con- 
ſtitution, who had no menſtrual evacuation for 
near ten years, and hence became ſubject to flatu- 
lencies, anxieties of the præcordia, perturbations 
of mind, and wandering heats, complained of a 
pain about the os ſacru and in the lower belly, 
with a burning and itching about the anus. Theſe 

went off in bloody ſtools; but were ſoon follow- 
ed by a pungent pain in the left ſide of the cheſt, 
with a tickling in the epiglottis, and a violent 


dry cough : on expectorating, at intervals, ſome 


ſpoonfuls of florid blood, all the ſymptoms diſ- 
appeared. This paroxyſm returned about every 
full moon for four months, and went off in the 
ſame hemorrhage: further returns were pre- 
vented by opening a vein in the foot three days 
before the period, taking rhubarb and nitre 
twice a-week, with a draught of cold water at 
bed- time, and an herb- tea in the morning. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Of HEMATEMESIs, or BLOOD Y VoMITING, 


Ld 


§ 1. General Hiftory. 


"THE principal circumſtance diſtinguiſhing 
1 hæmorrhage from the ſtomach, or hæmate- 

meſis, is a rejection by vomiting of dark-coloured 

clotted blood, with a large quantity of phlegm. 


It is generally preceded by a pungent tenſive 
pain 1n the left hypochondre; and almoſt always 
accompanied with an anxiety and compreſſive 
pain of the præcordia, and ſtricture of the fide. 
There is no hemorrhage in which the patient is 
ſo apt to faint, eſpecially when the blood is fetid 
or corrupted. On diſſecting thoſe who have 
died of this diforder, the ſpleen is found turgid 


with blood, and ſometimes indurated ; the vaſa 


brevia in the upper left portion of the ſtomach, 


varicous, and diſtended with black blood, and 


the adjacent parts of the ſubſtance of the ſto- 
mach itſelf corrupted. But though the vaſa bre- 
via are for the moſt part the ſource of the hæ- 

| morrhage, 
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morrhage, it may ſometimes proceed from an 
eroſion of other veſſels: this may be ſuppoſed 
the caſe, when an acute pain of the ſtomach has 
preceded, and when the matter thrown up is 
acid, ſo as to benumb the tecth, and corrode the 
mouth and fauces. *® 


— 


Perſons of a ſlender habit and tender conſti- 
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tution, are the moſt diſpoſed to this, and indeed 


to all internal hemorrhages; the veſſels being in 
theſe for the moſt part finer, and conſequently 
more eaſily ſuſceptible of dilatation and rupture, 
than in the oppoſite circumſtances. Women, 
eſpecially if coſtive, are particularly ſubject to 
bloody vomitings, about the time of the eruption, 
or on a ſuppreſſion of the menſes, from paſſion, a 
fright, or expoſure of the lower parts to cold, or 
if the flux is endeavoured to be brought back 
by the ſtronger emmenagogues, or where diſor- 
ders of the ſtomach from its ſuppreſſion are at- 
tempted to be relieved by emetics, of which I have 
known ſome fatal examples. I have feen women 
alſo, after the ceſſation of the menſes, exhauſted 
with grief, complain long of a weight and pain in 
the left hypochondre, with weakneſs and loſs of 
appetite, and at length carried off by a ſudden im- 
petuous vomiting of blood. The bloody vomitings 
which ſometimes happen in pregnancy, particu- 
larly in plethoric perſons, and where the ſtomach 

has 
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has been liable to frequent ſubverſions about the 


middle of that period, are leſs dangerous; the 
blood being thin, and in ſmall quantity, and 


ſeeming to proceed, not from the ſtomach, but 
from the branches of the ſmall arteries in the 
ceſophagus and fauces. In hard labours, I have 
ſeen immenſe quantities of blood thrown up, 
proving fatal; though I have ſeen alſo bloody 
vomitings in child-bed not mortal : but here the 


quantity was ſmall, the patient was plethoric, 


and had imprudently omitted bleeding towards 
the end of geſtation. We ſometimes likewiſe 
meet with valetudinarians of the other ſex, who, 


from a ſuppreſſion of the hzmorrhoidal flux, 


complain of anxieties of the præcordia, cardial- 
gie conſtrictions, cold ſweats, alternations of 
cold and heat: if a diſcharge, upwards and 
downards, of cadaverous blood, ſucceeds, they 
generally, in a few paroxyſms, fink in a 
fainting fit. A leſs dangerous kind was fre- 


quent at Martiſburg, chiefly among the com- 


mon people both men and women : they vomit- 


ed up ſome quarts of blackiſh brown blood, and 


were greatly weakened, but eſcaped with life. 
At the ſame time, ſpittings of blood were like- 
wiſe common, and went eaſily off. 


Bloody vomiting is of almoſt all hæmorrhages 
the moſt dangerous. If there be no fever, and 
the 
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the diſorder proceeds from a plethora or ſup- 
preſſed evacuations, we are not to deſpair. But 
if a fever be joined; if the blood be corrupted, 
black or fetid ; if the cauſe is a diſtenſion and 
corruption of the ſpleen, or an induration of the 
liver ; if faintings ſupervene ; we may preſume 
that death is at hand. The danger is ſtill great- 
er if black, pitch-like, fetid ſtools are joined ; 
in which caſe, the diſeaſe was called by Hieeo- 
CRATES morbus niger. 


The pain and burning heat at ſtomach, ge- 
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nerally complained of in bloody vomitings, are 


not to be confounded with an inflammation of 
that viſcus; as not being accompanied with the 
coldneſs of the extremities, violent heat about 


the præcordia, thirſt, fever, or the quick, weak, 


contracted pulſe, which are characteriſtic of in- 
flammations; and as being relieved by warm li- 
quors and applications, which in inflammations 
cannot be borne. The black bloody ſtools pro- 
ceed not from an extravaſation in the ſtomach, 
but from ſome of the other viſcera, or the ſmall 
inteſtines, particularly the ileum : hzmorrhoidal 
excretions, which are likewiſe ſometimes black- 
iſh, may be diſtinguiſhed from theſe, by their 
not being accompanied with ſuch violent ſpaſ- 
modic pains of- the inteſtines, or proſtration of 
the ſtrength. This laſt ſymptom in the morbus 

niger 
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niger ariſes not from the loſs of blood, but from 
its putrefaction in the body. 


§ 2. Method of Cure, with Practical Cautions. 
1. In the paroxyſm, if the patient be plethoric, 


and the blood is propelled from the exterior 


parts inwards, open a vein in the arm. The 
quantity of blood taken away muſt be cautiouſ- 
ly proportioned to the age, ſtrength, and the 
degree of / 


2. Where the blood is 320 and 9 
and the pulſe ſtrong and full, give refrigerating 
liquors, as common water, with a dram of nitre 
and half an ounce of ſyrup of wild poppies diſ- 
ſolved in every pint: if pains and ſpaſms of the 
præcordia are joined, employ emulſions, with 
antiſpaſmodic waters, a little nitre, and ſyrup of 
white poppies. 


3. Emollient glyſters, with nitre, are of ſer- 
vice for relaxing ſpaſms of the inteſtines, and 
procuring a derivation of the humours from the 
ſtomach. 


4. Externally, I have found nothing more be- 
neficial than anointing the præcordia and left 
hypochondre with a ſolution of a dram of cam- 
phor in an ounce of oil of almonds, mixed with 

| twenty 
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twenty drops of oil of rhodium ; and afterwards 
applying a warm bag of chamomile-flowers, el- 
der-flowers, mint and wormwood, boiled in vi- 
negar of roſes or red wine. 


5. Profuſe hæmorrhages, exhauſting the 
ſtrength, have been reſtrained by ligatures of 
the limbs, and by putting the hands and feet in- 
to cold water. After the diſcharge has ceaſed, 


the ligatures are to be untied not at once, but 


ſucceſſively. 


6. To prevent returns, give half a dram of 
rhubarb at. bed-time twice a-week, either by it- 
ſelf, or with crabs-eyes, or twelve grains of the 
compound powder of amber, and half a grain of 


camphor : for common drink, pure water, in 
which iron has been quenched, or acidulated 


whey : for tea, an infuſion of veronica, knot- 


- graſs, milfoil tops, liquorice, and fennel-ſeeds. 


7. Bloody vomitings, from ſuppreſſions or ob- 
ſtructions of the menſes, are to be treated with 
mild emmenagogues, frequent emmenagogue 
glyſters, and bleeding in the foot. 


8. In eroſions of the ſtomach from acrid or a- 


cid ſubſtances, give abſorbent carthy powders, 
and milk boiled with ſtarch. 


9. In 
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9. In all bloody vomitings, from whatever 
cauſe, be cautious of opiates, which further de- 


preſs the ſtrength ; and of aſtringent and vitriolic 


medicines, which, though they reſtrain the he- 
morrhage, occaſion a ſtagnation and putrefac- 
tion of the blood, and thus endanger an inflam- 
mation and ſphacelus, or at leaſt pave the way 
for a droply. 


10. After the diſeaſe has been ſubdued, ab- 
ſtain from emetics, aloetics, unctuous and ſweet 
foods. Though theſe laſt are very ſalutary as 
aliments, they contribute to a return of the he- 
morrhage, by relaxing the lacerated veſſels, and 
thus inviting an afflux of blood. 


11. HiepocraTEs's treatment of the morbus 
niger deſerves attention. * Give frequent pur- 
« gatives, and if the ſeaſon of the year permits, 
e whey and milk: abſtain from ſweet, oily and 
e fat foods, and uſe rather ſuch as are cold and 
« laxative: if the patient is not too weak, take 
cc blood from the arm: if the belly does not an- 
« ſwer, inject ſoft glyſters: refrain from de- 
e bauches, venery, immoderate exerciſe, walk- 
e ing, acrid and ſalt foods, warm bathing. If 
< theſe be complicd with, the diſorder will go 
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$ 3. Hiftories of Caſes. 


1. A girl of fourteen, tall, thin, pale, of a 


tender conſtitution, after a violent fit of paſſion, 


vomited up near a quart of blood: a fever ſuc- 


ceeded, which being diſcuſſed, the menſes ap- 
peared and continued regular. For ſome years 
after, ſhe complained at times of a pungent pain 
in the left fide, and a painful weight at ſto- 
mach : from an antimonial emetic, the pain and 
oppreſſion were greatly aggravated, anxious 
ſtrictures of the præcordia came on, with an 
headach, and in three days an impetuous diſ- 
charge of blood by the mouth, with coldneſs of 
the extremities, loſs of ſpeech, fainting and co- 
ſtiveneſs, followed by great heat and thirſt. Next 
day the hæmorrhage diſappeared, and only the 
common contents of the ſtomach were thrown 
up: in the forenoon ſhe was always eaſieſt, and 
in the afternoon worſt. A draught of cold wa- 
ter, with a nitrous abſorbent powder, and fifteen 
drops of the mineral anodyne liquor, being ta- 
ken gradually every two hours; and an emol- 
lient glyſter inje&ed thrice, by which large eva- 
cuations were procured ; the heat and anxiety 
abated, but the retchings continued, with ſome 
pain in the head. Emulſions with decoction of 
hartſhorn and ſcorzonera, {imple balm and mint- 

Vol.. I. Co waters, 
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- waters, and ſyrup of poppies, bags of mint, 


chamomile-flowers and elder-flowers boiled in 
wine, applied frequently to the præcordia; and 
five or fix drops of the mineral anodyne liquor 
taken at times on ſugar, completed the cure. 


2. A young man had a quartan ague of long 
continuance ; the ſuppreſſion of which, by ſome 


empirical medicines, was followed by an ill ha- 


bit ot body, a livid leaden colour of the face, 
ſome ſwelling about the eye-brows, and a con- 
tinual languor: he complained alſo at times, e- 
ſpecially after flatulent food or any commotion 
of mind, of a pain in the left ſide; the belly hard 
and bound. After great exagitation, from walk- 
ing and quarrels, he was ſeized ſuddenly with 
copious black vomitings, and an evacuation by 
ſtool of black pitch · lxe matter, extremely fetid: 
he frequently fainted, eſpecially on ſitting up- 
right; and in twenty- four hours expired. On 
diſſection next day, the ſtench was ſcarce ſup- 
portable: the vaſa brevia of the ſtomach were 
black and burſt: a black fetid liquid in the ſto- 
mach, and in the ileum, whoſe veſſels alſo were 
black: the liver rather harder than natural: the 
ſpleen ſo hard as almoſt to reſemble a cartilage; 
its outer whitiſn ſubſtance could ſcarce be cut; 
the little ſofter matter that remained within was 
full of black blood. | 
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3. A woman of ſixty, plethoric, accuſtomed Hzmar. 


to a ſedentary life and groſs food; complained, 
after long grief, of a wearineſs of the body, and 
pain in the left fide. On riding in a carriage, 
in a cold air, ſhe vomited up a large quantity of 
blackiſh matter; voided by ſtool a ſubſtance of 
the ſame colour, extremely fetid ; and fainted at 
each diſcharge. The balſamum vitæ was ap- 
plied to the region of the ſtomach, analeptic 
mixtures with diftilled vinegar and crabs-eyes 
given internally, and on the abatement of the 
_ vomiting, rhubarb and manna. A truce was 
procured for thirty hours, but the vomiting, 
purging and faintings returned, and m two 
weeks the ſunk under them. On diffeQion, the 
vaſa brevia were found diſtended with black 
blood, and the ſame kind of blood plentifully 
extravaſated in the ileum : the liver large and 
indurated: the ſpleen twice the natural ſize, ſo 
ſoft as to burſt on preſſure with the fingers, and 


diſcharge every where a dark coloured fetid 
blood. 


4. A conſiderable tumour aroſe in one night 
on the right arm of an infant of a month old: 
it quickly grew livid and hard: the child moan- 
ed continually, voided a black pitch-like matter 
by ſtool, and in three days expired. On diffec- 
ting the tumour, all the muſcles and veſſels un- 
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derneath were found eroded, corrupted, putre- 


an fied, full of fetid blood : there was very little 


>——- blood in the other veſſels of the body: the black- 


iſh ſtools appeared to have proceeded partly 
from the ſtomach, and partly from the inteſtines, 
ſome of the ſame kind of matter being found 
there. 


The rupture of the internal veſſels ſeems 
to have been owing to the circulation of the 
blood being intercepted by the tumefied part: 
thus violent external bruiſes ſometimes occa- 
ſion bleeding at the noſe, bloody ſtools, or 
other hæmorrhages: the black colour was an 
effect of putrefaction. The child's nurſe had a 
venereal. taint. 


5. A women of a tender conſtitution, 
after the ſuppreſſion of the menſes for three 
months, complained of a painful weight of the left 
hypochondre. She took thrice a-day fifty drops 
of elixir proprietatis with tincture of zedoary 
and amber, in Rheniſh wine ; and uſed for com- 
mon drink malt-liquors ſtrongly impregnated 
with hops. In three weeks ſhe was ſeized with 
a bloody vomiting : the pulſe very weak ; the 
ſtrength ſo much depreſſed, that, on raiſing her 
head, ſhe fainted. Analeptics and corroborants 


were 


Mg Di CL WE 
were given: but next day, after ſome further 
vomitings like - waſhings of fleſh with clots of 
brown blood, ſhe calmly expired. 


6. A lawyer above forty, of a ſlender habit, 


accuſtomed to the immoderate uſe of ſtrong li- 


quors, complained of loſs of appetite, languor, 
waſting of the body, and a painful weight, at 
times, in the right hypochondre: the face was 
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of a leaden ſomewhat icterical hue. After great 


exagitation by dancing, and drinking above fix 
pints of potent Hungarian wine, he was ſeized 
with extreme anxiety of the præcordia, and ſoon 
after with profuſe vomitings, at intervals, of 


brown blood partly concreted. A glyſter of 


chicken-broth, oil of almonds, nitre and com- 
mon falt, being ſeveral times repeated, the ſame 
kind of matter was voided by ſtool : in twenty- 
four hours, the diſcharge of blood, upwards 
and downwards, amounted to above three 
quarts. I gave an analeptic and lightly aſtrin- 
gent mixture of ſimple cinnamon, mint, and 
balm-waters, aqua theriacalis, citron-juice, co- 
ral, ſpecies de hyacintho, and ſyrup of white 


poppies; and applied to the præcordia a lini-- 


ment of oil of almonds, oil of nutmegs, and. 


camphor ; with a bag of mint, wormwood, red 
roſes and chamomile-flowers boiled in red wine. 
Cc-3 The 
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Part ll. The bloody vomiting ceaſed, but a great de- 


— preſſion of ſtrength, and total loſs of appetite 
— continued: at length the belly ſwelled, the up- 


per parts waſted, and in two months he died. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Of the HzmorRrnols, or IMMODERATE HE- 
MORRHOIDAL FLUX. 


C 1. General Hiſtory. 


IsCHARGES of blood from the hæmorrhoi- 
dal veins are not to be reckoned immo- 
derate merely from their being plentiful ; the 
quantity which is prejudicial in one perſon, or at 
one time, being ſalutary in others. Thoſe only 
are morbid, which continue long, depreſs the 
ſtrength, injure the appetite, digeſtion, and o- 
ther functions, and threaten ſome chronical diſ- 
order. rt 


This hemorrhage is generally preceded. and 
accompanied with a painful weight and oppreſ- 
ſion of the back and loins, ſometimes a numb- 
neſs of the legs, a conſtriction and flight ſhiver- 
ing of the external parts and ſubſiding of the 
veſſels, a ſomewhat hard and tenſe pulſe, dry- 
neſs of the mouth and fauces, ſmall quantity, 
and often pale colour of the urine, a ſenſe of 

Cc4 weight 


EFACTICE' ob 


weight about the anus extending to the peri. 


neum, weakneſs of the ſtomach, flatulencies in 
the belly, frequent ſtimulus to urine and ſtool, 
white mucous and bilious ſtools at_times, and, w 
aged and weak perſons, a falling down of the 
rectum. The blood is at firſt generally black 
and clotted ; ſometimes, from varicous veſſels, 
it is diſcharged in pieces as large as the palm of 
the hand: afterwards it iſſues red, at length very 


ſerous: ſometimes a white mucus is evacuated, 


like the white of an egg. The quantity is of- 
ten large: there are inſtances of one and of two 
pounds a-day. Often alſo, the flux is of long 
continuance ; laſting for a month, and even 
forty-five days. 


The external hzmorrhoidal veſſels are ſubject 


to varicous ſwellings, which opened drop ſome 


blood. But the flux is chiefly from the internal 
veſſels, which are productions of the ſplenic 
branch, and from the ſmall arteries continued 
from the lower meſeraic : hence a ſuppreſſion of 
it is apt to give riſe to diſorders of the liver, 
ſpleen, pancreas, meſentery, and inteſtines. The 


principal diſcharge is from the arteries ; though 


ſometimes alſo, conſiderable quantities iflue from 
the hzmorrhoidal vein at its anaſtomoſis with the 
artery. | 
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danger. From their long continuance, the feet 
ſwell, the face becomes bloated and of a lurid 
leaden colour, the breathing difficult, and at 
length a cachexy, dropſy, or heQic fever, ſuc- 
ceed. An unfavourable termination is the 
more to be apprehended, if a ſwelling of the li- 
ver or ſpleen, an inflation of the hypochondres 
and coſtiveneſs, a beginning cachexy or dropſy, 
have given riſe to the diforder. If the hæmor- 
rhage ſupervenes in a droply, from an indura- 
tion of the liver, it is a certain prognoſtic that 
death is at hand. 


§ 2. Method of Cure, 


1. In plethoric perſons, after the ceſſation for 
ſome time of a cuſtomary hzmorrhoidal flux, 
any extraordinary commotion of the mind or 
body, from ſpiritous liquors, too hot baths, or 
medicines, ſometimes brings on a ſudden pro- 
fuſe hæmorrhage, of longer continuance than 
uſual. In ſuch caſes, the cure is to be effected 
by bleeding in the arm, or putting the arms in 
a warm mixture of wine and water; diluents 
and refrigerants, as cold water, chalybeate and 
other mineral waters, whey with lemon juice, 
decoction of hartſhorn with lemon, tinQura ro- 
ſarum and nitre; anodynes and antiſpaſmodics, 
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as the mineral anodyne liquor, dulcified ſpirit 
of nitre, chamomile-water, ſyrup of red poppies; 
and if more powerful medicines are required, 


opium. | 


2. Where the flux continues long, with a de- 
preſſion of the ſtrength and injury of the nobler 
functions, where the viſcera begin to be affected, 
and the diſcharge is rather a ſerous fluid than 


conſiſtent blood, give gentle laxatives and dia- 


phoretics, rhubarb with currants and tamarinds, 
or, in bilious habits; cream of tartar with a little 
elæoſaccharum of citron-peel ; diaphoretic anti- 
mony, crabs-eyes and vinegar, aqua theriacalis, 
diaſcordium, the mineral. anodyne liquor with 
one fourth of Buſſius's bezoardic ſpirit, teas of 
milfoil, veronica, mouſe- ear, and other like herbs, 
in bed, or a moderately warm room, are of ſer- 
vice. Camphor, in ſmall doſes, as half a grain, is 
a medicine of great utility, eſpecially when join- 
ed with nitrous and bezoardic powders; it abates 
the ſpaſms which often ſupport the haemorrhage, 
and in ſome meaſure prevents the ill effects of 
anodynes and aſtringents. 


3. In dangerous fluxes from an obſtruQion or 
ſwelling of the liver, ſpleen, uterus, or other vlſ- 
cera, ſuch medicines ſhould be choſen, if there 
remains any place for medicines, as may open 

. | the 
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the obſtruction, without too much exagitating 
the humours ; Becher's balſamic pills with ex- 
tract of rhubarb initcad of aloes, nitre, diluents, 
the purging mineral waters. The prudent uſe 
of theſe waters tor ſome weeks, with the inter- 
poſition of the pills above mentioned, and a mild 
balſamic elixir ſharpened with ſome chalybeate, 
promiſes greater advantage than any other kind 


of medicine. MonTanus ſays, he has cured 


ſeveral by chicken-broth taken plentifully three 
hours before dinner: the broth will be more ef- 
fectual, if ſorrel, cichory- roots, and ſcorzonera, 
are boiled in it; or a chalybeate with watery ex- 
tract of caſcarilla taken in the ang and the 
broth immediately after. | 


4. In laxities of hs 7 one of the prin- 
cipal cauſes of hzmorrhoidal fluxes, corrobo- 
rants muſt be uſed; as the tinctures or other 
preparations of ſteel, bitters, balſamics, amber, 
caſcarilla, red ſaunders. Theſe prudently ex- 
hibited will not fail in the intention, e 
the diſorder admits of cure. 


5. Varicous veſſels in the verge of the anus, 
oozing large and dangerous quantities of blood, 
without the patient going to ſtool, require alſo 
external aſtringents ; decoctions of balauſtines, 
red roſes, myrrh, granate-peel, Peruvian bark, 

in 
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in red wine, applied with a ſponge; or, if theſe fail, 


colcothar of vitriol, or puff-balls, are often uſeful, 
After the violence of the hemorrhage is abated, e- 
pithems of mint, ſumach, red roſes, St John's- wort 
flowers, ſhavings of red ſaunders, cardamom- 
ſeeds, maſtich and caſcarilla, boiled in red wine, 
may be applied to the os ſacrum, perineum, and 
pubes. The ſame decoction may be injected alſo 
with a ſyringe, for ——— the inteſtines. 


§ 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 
1. The cure of the hæmorrhoidal flux ſhould be 


begun by bleeding, and gentle laxatives of caſſia 
or rhubarb ; after which, corroborants and mild 


aſtringents will take place more effectually. 


2. Nitre, acidulous medicines, and other re- 
frigerants, are of ſervice in the beginning, and 
where there is great heat and commotion of the 
blood; but after the ſtrength has been exhauſt- 
ed and the ſtomach weakened by a continuance 
of the hemorrhage, they do harm, eſpecially if 
the diforder is . from an obſtruction 
of the viſcera. 


3. Bleeding can rarely be directed without 
ſeeing the patient, the quantity taken away be- 
ing of great importance. At the beginning, if 
es the 
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the body is full of blood, a conſiderable diſcharge Hæmor- 


rhoidal 


may be made from the arm, by the way of deri- 


crock we mult take but little, and that with 
caution and at intervals. 


Fr. 
vation; but when much has been ſpontaneouſly —v— 


4. HippocRaTEs recommends one vein to be 


kept open after the others are ſtopped, leſt a 
tranſlation be made to the liver or the lungs, and 
a dropſy or conſumption follow. Though this is 
meant of the external hzmorrhoidals ſtopped by 
uſtion or aſtringents, it holds equally in regard 
to the internals; the more fo, as theſe are ſcarce- 
ly to be ſtopped, or the flux reſtrained, but by 
the more powerful internal medicines, which 


exhibited without great care and circle, 
never fail to do harm. : 


5. Altringents are improper at the beginning, 
and more ſo when the ſtrength and blood have 


been exhauſted : inſtead of any falutary effect, 


they are apt to bring on, eſpecially in weak per- 
ſons and thoſe of great ſenſibility, ſpaſmodic af- 
fections, convulſions, faintings, extreme anxieties 
of the præcordia, with a tremor and palpitation 
of the heart. Where the flux muſt be reſtrain- 
ed, it ſhould not be done by force, nor by large 
doſes. Diluents, temperants, mild laxatives, 
particularly aſſes milk or ſweet whey, with ſome 
liquid chalybeate, ſhould be ſubjoined. 
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6. If a ſuppreſſion of the flux is followed by 
anxieties and inflations of the præcordia, reſtleſſ- 
neſs, and oppreſſion at the breaſt, the hæmor- 
rhage is to be invited back by gentle ſtimulants 
and laxatives, emollient glyſters and ſuppoſi- 
tories. 


7. Great caution is requiſite alſo in the uſe of 
opiates ; which given imprudently, may be pro- 
ductive even of madneſs. The beſt opiate 
is Wildeganſius's pills, by which hemorrhages 
from violent pains and ſpaſms. under the firſt 
vertebra of the loins may be fafely reſtrained. 


8. A ſtrict regimen is effentially neceſſary, as 
no medicines will avail without it. Groſs, flatu- 
lent, faline, ſtimulating toods, fruits, fpiritous li- 
quors, ſtrong exerciſe, and commotions of mind, 
mult be ſtudioufly avoided. For common drink 


may be uſed water, whey, decoction of red ſaun- 


ders with maſtich and cinnamon, or juleps of de- 
coction of hartſhorn and ſyrup of citron-juice, 
with ſome drops of the oil, or fome ounces of 
the diſtilled water, of citron- peel. The ſame re- 
gimen ſhould be continued, for preventing re- 
lapſes, with bleeding three or four times a-ycar, 
a laxative once a- month, the proper uſe of mi- 
neral waters, or chalybeate milk. | 
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$4 Hiſorie of Caſes. 


1. A gentleman of ſixty-three, corpulent and 
robuſt, had for ſeveral years an almoſt monthly 
diſcharge from the hæmorrhoidal veſſels, with- 
out inconvenience. After long grief and con- 
cealed paſſion, the flux ceaſed, the face, before 
florid, grew yellowiſh and flaccid, and the eyes 
ſwelled. A cachexy being apprehended, the 
Puyrmont-waters were drank very plentifully, 
without any proper regimen in diet or manner 
of life. A profuſe flux of pure blood from the 
anus enſued, which could not be reſtrained by 
nitrous powders or balſamic pills : the feet grew 
c&dematous, the belly ſwelled, the ſtrength fail- 
ed, the breathing became difficult, the upper 
parts waſted, and at length he expired. 


2. A Jew, ſubje& in youth to bleedings at the 
nole, and afterwards to ſpitting of blood, was 
ſeized in his fortieth year with an hereditary hæ- 
morrhoidal flux, which returned almoſt every 
month, and was ſometimes, from more than or- 
dinary commotion of the body in travelling, very 
plentiful: ſome years after, it proved both copious 
and laſting; and affected the ſtrength, appetite, and 
digeſtion. Sundry medicines were uſed without 
relief; which at length, however, was obtained 

from 
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from a tincture drawn from regulus of antimony 
and ſalt of tartar, with half a dram of camphor 
diſſolved in every ounce, given to twenty drops 
every morning and evening in ſome cold water. 


Though common prejudice attributes to 
camphor a heating quality, experience ſhe ws 
that it occaſions rather a ſenſe of coolneſs, 
though taken in the doſe of a ſcruple. It has 
been given with great ſucceſs in inflammatory 
and malignant caſes; and in hæmorrhages alſo 
it is very ſerviceable, both by an anodyne and 
corroborant virtue, eſpecially if mixed in {mall 
doſes with other medicines. 


3. A girl of nineteen, who had never been 
blooded, ſubject at times to an immoderate flux 
of the menſes, had bloody ſtools for ſome days, 
without pain or uneaſineſs. After violent pal- 
fion, ſhe voided by ſtool a large quantity of pure 
blood, by which the ſtrength was greatly depreſ- 


. fed. The flux abated; and from a draught of 


cold water, ſtopped. Extreme anxieties of the 
præcordia ſucceeded, with a ſenſe of conſtriction, 
as if the heart was convulſed : the limbs grew 
cold, the face red, the veins in the head inflated, 
the pulſe ſtrong and quick, with a degree of 
hardneſs. On taking a powder : compoſed of 
diaphoretic antimony, crabs-eyes, nitre and cin- 
| nabar, 


rler 


nabar, with an \ infuſion of milfoil-tops, and the 
mixtura ſimplex with ſaffron, ſhe grew better. 


4. An officer in the army, upwards of forty, 
robuſt and full of blood, had a falutary hæmor- 
rhoidal flux for ſeveral years. On exchanging 
Rheniſh wine for Pontack, the flux in a few 
months ceaſed, and was followed by intenſe 
pains of the loins and belly, depreſſion of the 
ſtrength, loſs of appetite, watchfulneſs, and 
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quickneſs of the pulſe. Potions of rhubarb, ta- 


marinds, and currants, not only opened the bel- 
ly, but brought away large quantities of black 
clotted blood, with much relief. The bloody 
diſcharge continuing longer than the ſtrength 
could ſupport, an electuary of conſerve of roſes, 
ſpecies de hyacintho, amber, crocus martis, and 


ſyrup of pomegranates, was continued for a 
week ; and he recovered. 


8 iar of ſtate, about fifty, of a cor- 
pulent and ſpongy habit, was ſubje& for ſome 
years to anxious cardialgic pains, and ſtrictures 

about the præcordia, particularly in the night, 
coſtiveneſs, flatulencies, pains of the loins, and a 


difficulty of making urine, which frequently 


ſhewed ſome gravel. Various domeſtic reme- 
dies for the ſtone were made uſe of; among 
which was the ſpiritous water of juniper-berries 
mixed with the rob. The ſymptoms were ex- 

Vol. I. D d aſperated: 
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Part II. afperated : violent fpaſms and flatulent pains a- 

Cs: bout the hypochondres and belly came on, with 

a coldneſs of the extremities, and reſtleſſneſs : 

emollient and diſcutient glyſters gave no relief. 

A quick pulſe and internal heat ſucceeding, the 

pains abated, but the belly remained ſwelled and 

painful to the touch; and the diſorder having 

continued for a month, the appetite and ſtrength 

failed. Becher's pills, with ſome doſes of mer- 

curius dulcis, were given to no purpoſe. A flux 

came on of greyiſh black corrupted fetid matter 

by ſtool, without gripes, accompanied with 

faintings at times, and an extreme loſs of 
ſtrength, under which he ſunk. 


6. A widow lady, upwards of fifty, accuſtom- 
ed to high living and a ſedentary life, full of 
blood and juices, complained long of wearineſs 
and languor, and at length fell into a ſleepy diſ- 
order, from which ſhe could not be awaked. A 
vein was opened in the foot, and ſome ounces of 
cold water given every hour: in two days, five 
or fix quarts had been got down. A ſtimulating 
glyſter being then injeQed, a large quantity of 
blood came away, at firſt thick, afterwards 
thinner: in twenty-four hours, upwards of five 
quarts were voided. _'The fleep went off, the 
ſtrength gradually returned, and by lightly 
aſtringent cordials and a glyſter of cold water, 

ſhe perfectly recovered. 
C HAP. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Of the MENoRRHaAGIA, or IMMODERATE 
UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. 


§ 1. General Hiſtory. 


Y immoderate uterine hæmorrhages are 
underſtood, not thoſe which are merely 
plentiful, for ſuch are often a ſalutary evacua- 
tion of redundant blood; but thoſe which are 
accompanied with an injury of the animal func- 
tions, loſs of ſtrength and appetite, a weight at 
ſtomach, an ill colour of the face, a quick lan- 
guid pulſe, flow heat, œdematous ſwellings of 
the feet, turbulent and unrefreſhing ſleep. The 


flux ſometimes happens at the menſtrual period, 


and appears an increaſe or protraction of the na- 
tural diſcharge : ſometimes it returns twice or 
oftener in one month: in child-bed or abortion, 
it happens ſometimes before, and ſometimes af- 
ter delivery. It is generally preceded and ac- 
companied by a tenſion and inflation of the hy- 
pochondres, a painful weight and oppreſſion 
about the loins, ſometimes a ſenſe of coldneſs, a 
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chilneſs of the extremities, ſubſiding of the veſ- 
ſels, pale colour of the face, quick pulſe, inter- 
nal heat, coſtiveneſs, and ſmall quantity of urine. 
The blood is ſometimes thin, florid, and iſſues 
impetuouſly, particularly after abortion, from 
the retention of pieces of the ſecundines keeping 
open the orifices of the veſſels; ſometimes, 
where the menſtrual flax has diſappeared for 
ſome months, clots like fleſh, of the ſize of a 
{mall egg, are voided with the blood: in the firſt 
days after child-birth, in ſlender and plethoric 
perſons, the blood is often coagulated and black 
in cachectic habits, and where the flux has con- 
tinued long, it is thin and watery, or ropy; in 
ſcorbutic, it is fetid and corrupted, and voided 
with pain. In young women, a fluor albus often 
follows the hæmorrhage. 


In cacochymic and ſcorbutic habits, and thoſe 
infected with a venereal taint, where the viſcera 
are unſound, the liver, ſpleen, or meſeraic veſ- 
ſels obſtruQed with thick blood, theſe hæmor- 
rhages are very difficult of cure, and not without 
danger; the impurity of the juices and cachectic 
indiſpoſition, as well as the weakneſs of the 


ſtrength, increaſing more and more. Profuſe 


hemorrhages before child-birth, where the fce- 
tus 1s dead, threaten death to the mother; 


which can be prevented only by ſpeedy delivery, 


either 
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either from manual aſſiſtance, or an extraordina- 
ry ſtrength of nature. Hæmorrhages from vio- 
lence in the extraction of the ſecundines, are 
alſo very dangerous; as are likewiſe thoſe from 
pieces retained, which concreting into maſſes 
called mole, conſtantly diſturb the menſtrual eva- 
cuation, and render it immoderate. 


$ 2. Method of Cure. 


1. In hemorrhages from a redundance of 
blood or menſtrual obſtructions, veneſection is 
the principal remedy: blood may be drawn 
plentifully before the hæmorrhage has come on, 


more ſparingly after it has continued for ſome 
time. 


2. In thoſe produced or kept up by an orgaſm 
or ebullition of the blood, the greateſt benefit is 
to be expected from diluents and refrigerants, as 
cold water drank plentifully, either by itſelf, or 
with nitre, or with ſpirit of vitriol and ſyrup of 
red poppies. Sweet, acidulous, or chalybeate 
wheys, are likewiſe of great ſervice; and alſo the 
purging waters with aſſes milk, particularly in 
perſons of a tender conſtitution and great ſenſi- 
bility, in ſcorbutic habits, and thoſe who are 
waſted by a ſlow heat. 
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3. In hæmorrhages from ſpaſms and pains, 
as in child-birth, hypochondriacal and hyſteric 
caſes; give gentle anodynes, the mineral ano- 


dyne liquor with nitre, antiſpaſmodic powders, 


teas of wild poppy-leaves, milfoil- tops and cha- 
momile - flowers; or in urgent caſes, opium. 


4. The vitious ſerum, with which the blood 
in theſe diſorders generally abounds, is to be e- 
vacuated by gentle purgatives, as manna, rhu- 
barb, caſſia, tamarinds, cream of tartar; and 


diuretics, as whey, purging waters, ſal diureti- 
cus, ſolution of crabs- eyes, antimoniated nitre, 
tincture of tartar mixed with ſpirit of tartar and 


dulcified ſpirit of nitre. 


5. Violent hæmorrhages, occaſioning faintings, 


muſt be checked by aſtringents; ſuch as com- 


pound powder of amber, hæmatites, bole arme- 
nic, terra japonica, with the mineral anodyne 
liquor, and a ſmall quantity of the anodyne eſ- 
ſence. A plaſter of hogs dung and ſtrong vine- 


gar, or a cold cataplaſm of plantane and knot- 


graſs- leaves, roſes and balauſtines, boiled in vi- 
negar of roſes, applied to the pubes, or the frogs- 
ſpawn plaſter, with alum, oil of henbane, and cam- 


phor, to the lumbar region, are often of great ule. 


6. After the hæmorrhage has ceaſed for ſome 
time, the uterus and other viſcera muſt be 
ſtrengthened, 
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ſtrengthened, to prevent a relapſe, particularly Uterine 


in ſerous and cachectie habits, by a few doſes 
of Becher's pills, our | balſamic viſceral elixir 
with chalybeate tinctures, broths with juice of 
plantane, cichory and ſorrel. For drink may 
be uſed cold water, in which red-hot iron has 
been ſeveral times quenched. The purging wa- 
ters allo, drank. by. themſelves for ſome days, 
are of much ſervice. Every thing that may too 
much exagitate or increaſe the quantity of blood, 
ſhould be avoided. 


7. As: abortion and child-birth particularly 
diſpoſe to immoderate hemorrhages, eſpecially 
if the uterus is not ſufficiently cleanſed ; that in- 
tention ſhould be carefully provided for, by gi- 
ving, two or three days after delivery, and re- 
peating about the middle of lying in, a few doſes 


of Becher's pills, or others compoſed on the 


ſame plan, of bitter extracts, temperate gummy 
reſins, extract of rhubarb, and a ſmall propor- 
tion of aloes. Inſtead of pills may be taken an 
infuſion of rhubarb balm, roſemary, pimpinella- 
root, agaric, currants, orange-peel and citron- 
peel, in balm-water and wine. 


§ 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


t, Though the profuſe hemorrhages, to which 
plethoric women are ſubje& on abortion, may 
D d 4 | be 
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be prevented by early bleeding in the arm; yet 
when much blood has already been loſt, and the 
ſtrength exhauſted, it is fafeſt to forbear. In 
this caſe, it is adviſable to keep both arms, for 
half an hour, in warm water mixed with a little 
wine, in order to procure a derivation of the 


blood to the external parts; which is more ef- 


fectually obtained by this method, than by cup- 
ping the breaſts, recommended by Hierocra- 


TES. 


2. Women who have laboured for ſome time 


under theſe evacuations, whether of a bilious or 
phlegmatico - ſanguine temperament, are rarely 
cured without laxatives. The beſt of theſe is 
rhubarb, mixed with cream of tartar, or ſharpen- 
ed, in a redundance of ſerous humours, with 


one: third of mechoacan. Mild balſamic pills, on 


the plan of Becher's, with a ſmall proportion of 
aloes, are alſo proper : their virtue is improved 
by the interpoſition of nitrous ſaline powders. 
3. In tender bilious and cachectic habits, I 
have known a mild emetic, as ipecacuanha, gi- 
ven every month, with advantage, for prevent- 
ing theſe diſorders. The cauſe of many chro- 


nical uterine indiſpoſitions is not unfrequently 


lodged in the firſt paſſages, which ought there- 


4. The 
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4. The ſtronger aſtringents muſt be uſed with Uterine 


great caution 3 and alſo narcotics, which have 


Hæmor- 
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place neither in the beginning of the diſeaſe. 


nor when the ſtrength has been exhauſted, and 
the patient is ready to faint, from a profuſe diſ- 
charge. I have often ſeen the flux increaſed by 
aſtringents: 1 have ſeen alſo obſtinate chronical 
diſorders brought on by their immoderate uſe; 
particularly cachexies, dropſies, flow and heQic 
fevers, conſtant oozings of lymph from the ute- 
rus, with a ſwelling and hardneſs in the iis. 
fide of the groin, 


5. HevRNivs ſtrongly recommends a powder, 
compoſed of henbane and white poppy-ſeeds 


each one dram, hæmatites and red coral each 


half a dram, camphor half a ſcruple, to be ta- 
ken in doſes of half a dram every morning and 
evening. I have known this medicine given 
with ſucceſs, particularly in high commotions, 
where the pulſe was quick and ſtrong, and the 
patient had no ſleep; in which caſes, half a dram 
of nitre may be uſefully added. Where the 
ſtrength is exhauſted, and the pulſe hardly to be 


felt, it is improper; for I have known the free 


uſe of henbane-ſeeds bring on a diſorder of the 
lenſes. 


6. Chronical hemorrhages from obſtructions 
of the viſcera, are ſeldom ſucceſsfully cured with- 
| : out 
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out mineral waters. Theſe are to be aſſiſted by 
mild balſamics ; and in the intervals of the — 8 
by ſubaſtringent baths. 


8 4. B of . 


1. A widow about ſeventy, of a thin habit 
and ſedentary life, accuſtomed, from the ceſſa- 
tion of the menſes to the fixtieth year, to vene- 
ſeQion twice a-year, which was then left off, and 
ſubjected from that time to ſpaſmodico-flatulent 
complaints, ſwellings of the external hamor- 
rhoidal veins, and bloody urine, was ſeized 
ſuddenly, after long grief, with a profuſe hæ- 
morrhage from the uterus, which, notwithſtand- 
ing the higheſt analeptics and corroborants, 
continued for ſome months; at length the blood 
became intolerably fetid, a flow fever and ex- 
treme depreſſion of the ſtrength ſucceeded, and 


her miſeries ended in a calm death. 


2. A lady of twenty-eight, of a florid com- 
plexion, full of blood and juices, in the third 
month of pregnancy, had a ſmall oozing of 
blood from the uterus for a fortnight. Vehe- 
ment dancing brought on fo profuſe an hæmor- 
rhage, that fix or ſeven quarts of florid blood 
were diſcharged in a few hours, and faintings 
came on. In ſuch an extremity, all other means 

having 
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having failed, I had recourſe to a doubtful and 
hitherto unattempted remedy. A linen cloth, 
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properly twiſted, and well impregnated. with a a — 


ſolution of caput mortuum of vitriol, was thruſt, 
as far as it could be, into the ſinus uteri: the 


flux ſoon ſtopped, and by analeptic medicines 


and aliments the patient was recruited. On 


the third day, the cloth was extracted with dif- 


ficulty, and brought with it a fleſhy lump, with 
a little fluid blood. Nothing further followed; 
the woman by degrees recovered, conceived a- 
gain, and was a joytul mother. 


3. The wife of a Jew, about ſixty, of a tender 
conſtitution, mother of many children, ſuppoſed 
to be in the third month of pregnancy; had, 
without any manifeſt cauſe, a plentiful hæmor- 
rhage from the uterus, and voided a fleſhy maſs 
about the ſize of the fiſt. The flux of pure 
blood continued, with great loſs of ſtrength: 
having received a fright, ſhe ſeemed conſtantly 
ready to faint; palpitations of the heart came 


on, with tremblings, great anxieties of the praz- 


cordia, difficulty of breathing, coldneſs of the 
_ extremities, and contractions of the fingers and 


thumbs at times, as in epileptic and fainting fits: 


the ſymptoms were exaſperated by ſweet ſmells, 


and ſomewhat alleviated by fetids. Though gi- 


ven over by the by-ſtanders, I did not deſpair. 
By 
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By a carminative glyſter, and pills compoſed of 
aſſafœtida, camphor, caſtor, ſaffron, extracts of 


—— chamomile and milfoil, given every three hours, 


the was cured. 


4. A woman above fifty, of a cholerico-me- 
lancholic temperament, prone to paſſion, had an 


uterine flux for a year, ſometimes ſparing, and 


ſometimes plentiful; with a ſlight fever at times, 
ſometimes every day, and ſometimes every third 
day; by which ſhe was much reduced. After 


various medicines had been uſed in vain, the 


flux was at length ſtopped by chalybeates ; but 
in its place ſucceeded a fluor albus, with an 
cedematous ſwelling of the feet, difficulty of 
breathing, loſs of appetite, and conſtipation of 
the belly. By the frequent uſe of our balſamic 
pills, acrid tincture of antimony, with Buſſius's 
bezoardic ſpirit, and the mineral anodyne liquor, 
the fluor and fwelling were removed : the for- 
mer ſoon returned again, and was ſtopped by 
fumigations of tacamahaca, amber, ivory ſha- 


vings, and flowers of ſulphur; by which, and 
the continuance of the foregoing medicines, ſhe 


perfectly recovered. 


5. A lady above thirty, of a tender conſtitu- 
tion, was ſubject to retentions of the menſes for 
fome months, followed by profuſe diſcharges, at 

firſt 
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By proper medicines, they became regular for 
ſome time; but a ſuppreſſion for three months 
was again followed by an immoderate flux, with 
which were voided ſome hard fetid maſſes, and 
a large quantity of water. Some time after, a 
kind of mola, or fleſhy cellular maſs covered with 
a white pellicle, came away, with an exceſſive 
hemorrhage, accompanied with a great loſs of 


ſtrength, want of appetite, weakneſs of the ſto- 


mach, nauſea, anxiety, pain of the back and 
limbs, and want of fleep. Balſamic pills were 
taken at bed-time for three nights ſucceſſively, 
and an aperient ſaline powder in the morning, 
to promote their operation : after five days, ſhe 


fag 


frſt of clotted, and afterwards of thin blood. Uterine 
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was bathed, in the morning, in a warm infuſion 


of mint, balm, origanum, clary, ſage, and laven- 
der-flowers, with a proper quantity of alum and 
potaſh. By this proceſs repeated thrice, and 
bleeding every two months, the diſorder was 
completely removed, and the lady became a mo- 
ther of ſeveral healthful children. 


6. A gentlewoman above forty, who had of- 
ten ſuffered immoderate uterine hæmorrhages, 
was ſeized, after a fright, with a very violent 
one, which yielded nothing to bleeding in the 


arm, Stahl's balſamic pills, antiſpaſmodic 'pow- 


ders, eſſence of milfoil, chalybeate tinctures, or 
the 
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the pil. & cynogloſſo. The flux continuing, fe- 
„ tid clots of blood coming away, and the belly 


—— being obſtinately bound; analeptic mixtures, a 


chalybeate tincture with ſal diureticus, and mag- 
nefia alba were given, and bleeding in the arm re- 
peated ; ſtill without effect: the blood drawn 


from the vein was ſerous, and of a lixivial taſte: 


the ſtrength failed; tinglings of the ears, verti- 
go, headachs and faintings came on. I then order- 


ed a mixture of diſtilled vinegar, crabs-eyes, dia- 


phoretic antimony, ſpiritus nitri dulcis, ſyrup of 
citron-peel, and ſome ſimple waters, to be taken 
twice or thrice a-day ; an epithem of mint, balm, 
roſemary, organum, red roſes and caſcarilla, 
boiled in red wine, to be applied warm to the 
region of the pubes; the hands to be put ſeve- 
ral times a- day into warm water mixed with red 
wine; and for common drink, a decoction of 
faunders, maſtich- wood and cichory-root. All 
the ſymptoms went off, and the woman perfectly 
recovered. 


7. A woman of twenty-four, drinking the Ca- 
roline waters for an hyſteric diſorder, was ſeized 
with a profuſe hemorrhage from the uterus, 
which laſted ſome weeks, accompanied with a 
debility and languor, loſs of appetite, and lurid 
colour of the face. The flux was reſtrained by 
Heurnius's powder ; but a great anxiety of the 

præcordia 
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præcordia ſucceeded, with a cardialgia, threaten- 
ing ſuffocation. Many remedies were uſed 
without effect. An emetic brought up a large 
quantity of yiſcid greeniſh matter, and gave ſome 
relief; but ſoon after the hæmorrhage returned. 
The balſamic pills, given in doſes of a few grains 
every day, with the interpoſition of the cachectic 
chalybeate antimony and antimoniated nitre, a 
chalybeate tincture, and a temperate decoction 
of woods and roots uſed for common drink, 
made an effectual cure. | 


8. A lady of forty; of a tender and thin ha- 
bit and great ſenſibility, had been afflicted for 
near half a year with an almoſt continual uterine 
flux, and taken a variety of medicines without 
relief. On drinking the Seltzer waters, with a 
proper regimen, and the interpoſition of a laxa- 
tive at times, the hemorrhage gradually ceaſed, 
and ſhe recovered perfect health. 
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cn AP TER VI. 


of the Barone, or HEMORRHAGE from 


the URINARx PASSAGES. 


6 1. General Hiſtory. 
T HysIclans are ſometimes deceived in judg- 
ing of bloody urine. Where the quanti- 


>—— ty of blood is large, as a pound or more, which 


ſometimes happens, the caſe is obvious: but 
ſmall quantities are with difficulty diſtinguiſh- 
ed; the urine being often of a bloody colour, 


when there is no blood in it; and often very 


unlike blood, blackiſh or brown, when there is. 
Urine tinged with blood may be known by its 
ſtaining linen red, appearing thickiſh and opaque, 
and depoſiting a blackiſh red clotty ſediment, 
which 1s not rediſſolved by heat: whereas ſuch 


as owes its red colour to other cauſes, gives no 


ſtain to linen, looks clear and tranſparent, and 
yields a cinnabarine ſediment, which on apply- 


ing heat is taken up again, the Bauer becoming 
clear as at firſt. 


There 


MEDICINE 


There are different ſources of hemorrhage 
from the urinary paſſages. Pure blood, diſchar- 
ged ſuddenly, plentifully, and without pain, may 
be judged to proceed from the ſubſtance of the 
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kidneys: dark blackiſh blood, in ſmaller quan- 


tity, with pain or burning heat in the region of 
the pubes, from the bladder. The bladder is a 


part of exquiſite ſenſibility, and ruptures of its 


veſſels commonly bring on very violent ſymp- 
toms ; intenſe pains, faintings, difficulty of brea- 


thing, a low, ſmall, frequent pulſe, nauſea, an- 
xieties of mind, and cold ſweats. When blood 


ifues from the ureters wounded by a large or 
rough calculus, an acute pain in the loins and 


the ilia, difficulty of urine, and other ſymptoms 


of the ſtone, will diſcover the cauſe. Sometimes 
an hæmorrhage happens from the veſſels of the 
bladder, or rather of its ſphincter, diſtended and 
opened, in the ſame manner as from the hæmor- 
rhoidal veſſels: in this caſe, the flux is periodi- 
cal, a retention of the blood occaſions a pain a- 
bout the pubes, the blood drops away ſometimes 
without urine, and 18 never equally mixed with 
the urine, as that always is which comes from a 
higher ſource. 


Bloody urine is to be diſtinguiſhed from the 
drippings of blood which happen independently 
of the urine, ſometimes from the proſtate in vi- 
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rulent gonorrhœas, and ſometimes from the in- 


teguments of the penis. I have known exam 
ples of pretty plentiful hæmorrhages from the 
penis continuing for ſome weeks, preceded by a 
kind of tenſive pain in the groin and thighs: 
the blood in this caſe drops from a branch of 


the external hæmorrhoidals which reaches to 


that part. 


Hæmorrhages from the kidneys, and from the 
ſphincter of the bladder, are often critical and 


ſalutary, and return at certain intervals. In ple- 


thoric men, both young and aged, from the o- 
miſſion, of cuſtomary veneſeQion, or hæmorrhoi- 
dal obſtructions; in women of eighty, hale and 
of high life, who had neglected to ſupply by 
bleeding the evacuations which nature had 


made formerly from the uterus; I have ſeen 


theſe diſcharges continue for a conſiderable 
time, in no ſmall quantity, without any ill conſe- 
quence. I have often obſerved alſo, in young 
men after the blind piles, thoſe of an advanced 
age after the ſuppreſſion of an hæmorrhoidal 
flux, the urine of a brown colour like decoction 


of coffee, doubtleſs from a tranſlation of the 


blood from the hemorrhoidal veſſels to the 


bladder. 


These hzmorrbages, however, although they 
may at firſt appear ſalutary from their ſup- 
| plying 


ED C1NE 


plying other evacuations, are far from being 
without danger ; not only as they are apt to re- 


turn, and to exhauſt the ſtrength ; but as, from 


errors in diet, or the imprudent uſe of ſtyptics, 
they may bring on an inflammation and corrup- 
tion of the parts. Often a clot of blood falling 
from the kidneys, lodges at the oblique inſertion 
of the ureter- into the bladder, and occaſions a 
troubleſome and obſtinate iſchuria. Sometimes 
alſo the blood coagulates in the bladder itſelf, 
and, adhering firmly to the ſphincter, excites vio- 
lent pains with a ſuppreſſion of urine : the ſame 
ſymptoms happen likewiſe from the veſſels of 
the ſphincter being diſtended with blood, as the 
external hzmorrhoidals are frequently. 


The moſt dangerous kind of bloody urine is 
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that where the kidneys or bladder are deeply 


ulcerated, and where pus is voided with intenſe 
pain. We muſt be careful, however, not to miſ- 
take mucous and glutinous ſediments in the 
urine for pus, which generally does not ſubſide, 

but ſwim. Such a matter we often find dif- 


charged in a hundred times the quantity that the 


ſubſtance of the kidneys could afford : it appears 
to be a mucous ſubſtance ſecreted by the relax- 
ed glandular coats of the bladder and urethra, 
or by the proſtate glands. 
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FF 2. Method of Cure. 


1. In bloody urine from a redundance of 
blood, veneſection is the principal medicine, 
both for the prevention and cure. During the 
paroxyſm, blood ſhould be taken from the arm, 
pretty plentifully, if the diforder is recent, and 
the ſtrength will admit, ſo as to anſwer the pur- 
poſes both of derivation and evacuation. Where 
hemorrhoidal ſuppreſſions threaten theſe h- 
morrhages, it is more adviſable to open a vein 
in the foot; and alſo, where the urine appears 
bloody, after ſpaſmodic colics and violent gripes, 
as it ſometimes does, from the blood being ac- 
cumulated in the inteſtinal veſſels, and denied an 
exit by the hæmorrhoidal. Where the hæmor- 
rhage is periodical, a vein ſhould be opened two 


or three hours before the attack. 


2. If the diſorder be occaſioned by an ebulli- 
tion or exagitation of the blood, from ſtrong ex- 
erciſe, paſhon, ſpiritous liquors, hot ſtimulating 
foods or medicines, take away a little blood, 
though the patient ſhould not be plethoric, and 
give nitrous powders, and other refrigerants, as 
whey, barley-water, common water by itſelf, or 
mixed with half its quantity of ſome purging 
mineral water, decoction of hartſhorn or of ſcor- 


Zonera, 
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zonera, or ſmall beer, impregnated with a due ren , 


proportion of the tincture of roſes or daiſies 
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made with the vitriolic acid. The marine acid 


is improper in theſe diſorders, on account of its 
volatile acrimony it 1s injurious to the lungs and 
kidneys. ; HA, 


3. The belly ſhould be kept open both in the 
paroxyſms and intervals, coſtiveneſs contributing 
greatly to ſupport or bring on the hæmorrhage. 
This is never to be attempted by the ſtronger 


purgatives, large doſes of ſalts, or the ſmalleſt of 


aloetics, which will infallibly exaſperate the diſ- 
ceaſe; but by currants impregnated with ſolution 
of rhubarb, powdered rhubarb with cream of 
tartar, and emollient glyſters. 


4. The relaxed veſſels in the kidneys are to be 
ſtrengthened and gently conſtringed, or injuries 
of their ſubſtance repaired, by decoctions or in- 
fuſions of the vulnerary herbs, agrimony, ground- 
ivy, horſetail, milfoil, golden rod, comfry-root, 
&c. which, may be occaſionally mixed with 
milk, or ſweetened with Pruſſian honey, which 
is extremely agreeable to the kidneys. Emul- 
ſions, with bole armenic, are alſo ſerviceable. 


+6 x Pealhg; a | 
5. In eroſions and exulcerations of the ureters 
and bladder, the primary aim muſt be, to cor- 
„ e 3 rect 
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rect the acrimony of the humours ; without 
which, no abatement of the pain or conſolidation 
of the wounded parts can be expected. The 
principal medicines for this purpoſe are, Ferne- 
lius's ſyrup of marſhmallows, Foreſtus's decoc- 
tion, and that recommended againſt bloody 
urine by Mynficht ; the vulnerary decoCtions 
above mentioned, with the addition of acacia- 
root and cherry-tree gum;  apd a powder of 
marſ{hmallow-root, liquorice, ſpermaceti, the four 
cold ſeeds, white, poppy ſeeds, lycopodium and 
faffron, with a proper quantity of ſugar-candy. 


| 6. In difficulties of urine, from clots of blood 
obſtructing the paſſage, nothing is more effectual 
than warm water drank plentifully, and a warm 


bath. Warm water may alſo be injected into the 


bladder, for diluting acrimony, and diſſolving 
coagulations. If ſpaſms ariſe, with a total ſup- 
preſſion of urine, give emulſions with crabs-eyes 
and diaphoretic antimony, and powders of ſper- 
maceti, crabs-cyes, and nitre: apply externally 
bladders of warm liquor; and looſen the belly 
with manna or an emollient oily glyſter. 


7. The more temperatg mineral waters have 
been found, from repeated experience, remark- 
ably ſerviceable in all diſorders, even inveterate 
ones, of the urinary paſſages, eſpecially if mixed 

h with 
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with aſſes milk. Milk itſelf is in theſe caſes a 
principal medicine: River1vus and others boaſt 
of having often cured bloody urine with this re- 
medy alone, excepting that, in violent diſcharges, 
a dram of bole armenic was added to eyery doſe. 
HippocRaTEs alſo directs milk, where the urine 
reſembles the juice that runs from roaſted beef, 
to be drank forty or fifty days, with whey 
at times to purge. _ 


| 


83. Pradlical Cautions and Obſervations. , | 


. The patient ſhould drink plentifully of di- 
rating liquors, as clean well-fermented ſmall 
beer; from which SypzENHAM aſſures us, that he 
found great benefit in his own caſe, in preventing 
bloody urine from a calculus. Sweet wines are 


proper; wines or malt-liquors of the acid kind 
do harm, 


2. Exerciſe, ſo ſalutary and necelly if in many 
chronical diforders, is here improper. Scarce 
any thing contributes more to the continuance 
or return of the hæmorrhage, than quick move- 
ments or eoncuſſions of the body, particularly 
from riding: even an exertion of the voice in 


diſcourſe, for any conſiderable time, has been 
found hurtful. 
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3. To reſtrain theſe hemorrhages, whether 
critical or ſymptomatical, by ſtrong aſtringents, 


— extremely prejudicial ; the coagulated blood, 


pent up in the yeſlels, giving riſe to an inflamma- 
tion, ulceration, or corruption of the part. In 
very profuſe hæmorrhages, indeed, attended 
with great loſs of ſtrength, Sylvius's mixture is 
allowable: it is compoſed of five ounces of 
funple waters, half an ounce of diſtilled vinegar, 
red coral, crabs eyes, and terra figillata, each one 
ſcruple, liquid laudanum three grains, ſweeten- 
2 witty trop of coral or of comfry. 


4. External n to the region of the 
an are of conſiderable ſervice, particularly 
the coagulum aluminoſum, and plaſters with 
alum or ſugar of lead and a little camphor. 


5 * Hiſories of Caſes. 


1. A lady of a ſanguineo-choleric tempera- 


| wem, was ſubject almoſt from infaney to ca- 


tarrhs, coughs, and headachs, particularly in 
ſpring and autumn, and after the ceſſation, 
at fifty, of the menſes, which had always been 
copious, to calculous pains, violent ſpaſms, ten- 
ſions and pains of the belly, with coſtiveneſs, 


and large diſcharges of watery urine. Intenſe 


__— of the hands and feet ſucceeded at times, 
1 8 i and 
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and always proved a ſolution of the calculous 
ones. After the uſe of various lithontriptics, ſhe 
made bloody urine, without any pain of the 
loins or limbs: the flux increaſed from the 


ſlighteſt motion: medicines given for reſtraining 


it, conſtantly brought on tenſive pains of the leſt 
hypochondre, *naulea, flatulencies, and head- 
achs: bleeding did harm, and mineral waters no 


good. After the diſorder had continued for 


near a year, I ordered bleeding, either by vene- 
ſection or ſcarification, every two months; a de- 
coction of red ſaunders, ſcorzonera-root, each 
one ounce, cream of tartar two drams, ſugar one 
ounce, in two quarts of water, with the addition 
of three drops of oil of citron-peel made into an 
elæoſaccharum, for common drink; an infuſion 
of milfoil-tops, red poppies, St John's-wort 
flowers, veronica, mouſe-ear, and fennel-ſeeds, 
for tea; a decoction of rhubarb and manna at 
every change of the moon; and the Seltzer wa- 
ters to be drank for two months in the ſpring, 
with thrice their quantity of aſſes milk. From 
theſe medicines, in a few months, the obtained 
great relief. 


2. A man of ſixty, after the ceſſation for a 
year of an hæmorrhoidal flux to which he had 
for ſome time been ſubject about the equinoxes, 
had an itching eruption all over the body, parti- 

cularly 
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cularly about the anus; for the cure of which, 
he took various purifiers of the blood, as tinc- 
ture of antimony and tartarized tincture of ſul. 
phur, with a temperate decoction, above a 
month; and applied _ externally an ointment of 
balfam of fulphur, ſugar of lead, and oil of al- 
monds. The cutaneous malady* diſappeared; 
but the urine became thick and bloody, and de- 
poſited a ſediment of blackiſh blood: he had no 
pain in paſſing urine, but an intenſe one at ſtool, 
with a violent ſtrangury. By bleeding in the foot 
every month ; laxative infuſions of manna, rhu- 
barb, raiſins, and nitre; and decoctions of whole 
oat-meal, cichory-roots, wild poppies, and mil- 
foil-tops; the diforder gradually went off. | 


3. A gentleman of fifty, florid, corpulent, ro- 
buſt and healthful, who had never been blooded 
unleſs once or twice, on getting up in a morn- 
ing, made bloody urine, without much alteration 
in health. On boiling ſome of the urine, ſcarce 
half was evaporated, when the craſſamentum 
appeared coagulated like whites of eggs, but of 
a blackiſh colour, like blood itſelf treated in the 
ſame manner. After the hæmorrhage had con- 


tinued for two days, ſome blood was drawn from 
the hand; a decoction of oats, feorzonera and 

- eichory-roots, wild poppies, nitre and honey, uſed 
- for common drink, inſtead of the ſtrong malt- 
liquors 
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liquors to which he had been accuſtomed; a 
precipitating powder ' taken with ſome drops of 
the mineral anodyne liquor; and an infuſion of 
veronica, agrimony, knotgraſs, milfoil- tops, red 
poppies, and fennel-ſeeds, for tea. The diſorder 
went off; and bleeding every quarter of a year 
prevented any further returns. 


4. A e of fifty, accuſtomed to high 
living and a calm life, complained of a weight 
and. pain in the loins. Some reputed lithontrip- 
tics were taken, without relief : the pain increa- 
ſed, and affected the right thigh. A powder, the 
baſis of which was millepedes and ſalt of amber, 
being taken for a month at the ſeveral changes 
of the moon, the urine became more plentiful, 
but at laſt bloody. Medicines were given for 
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_ reſtraining the haemorrhage, with ſucceſs; but in 


its place ſucceeded an mtenſe burning heat m 
the os ſacrum, a conſtipation of the belly, and a 
pain in the thigh, reaching to the foot. By ve- 
neſection in the foot affected, and the tempera- 
ting decoction above deſcribed, he recovered. 


5. A gentleman of ſeventy-ſix, hale and robuſt, 
ſcarce ever afflicted with any ſickneſs, after ri- 
ding harder than uſual, voided blackiſh brown 
urine, with ſome clots of blood. By reſt, the 
urine became of the natural colour and conſiſt- 
ence z 
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| ence; riding or other exerciſe conſtantly brought 


on a like diſcharge. After the diforder had re- 
turned at times for ſeveral months, . though 
without any prejudice to health, and refiſted 
ſundry medicines; I ordered three or four oun- 
ces of blood to be taken away every month; a 
decoQtion of china-root, ſcorzonera, hartſhorn- 
ſhavings, red ſaunders, and ſtarry-headed aniſe, 
for common drink ; a powder of rhubarb, crabs- 
eyes and ſugar, to be taken occaſionally ; and 
abſtinence from ſpiritous liquors and the high 


foods to which he had been accuſtomed. In 


ſome weeks, he entirely loſt the bloody urine ; 


but two years after, he was carried off by a ma- 
raſmus. | 


I have met with two other caſes ſimilar to 
this both in the ſymptoms and termination. In 
one, the bloody urine returned at intervals, with- 
out any apparent inconvenience, for ten years 


and more, before the flow fever and maraſmus 
came on. 


6. A Jew of ſixty, who had been tormented 
for ſome years with calculous pains, voided a 
large ſtone with ſome blood; after which, he 
was ſeized with an exquiſite oj in the region 
of. the pubes, a total ſuppreſſion of urine and 
conſtipation of the belly, which prevented his 


getting 
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getting any fleep or reſt : a catheter was intro- 
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duced, without effect. After four days, a blad- erb 


der of warm liquor applied to the pubes, large 


quantities of infuſions of veronica, dead nettle 


and liquorice, drank daily, emollient oily gly- 
ſters ſeveral times repeated, gave no relief: the 
ſymptoms increaſed, the extremities grew cold, 
a continual deep fleep came on, and the patient 
ſeemed ready to expire: as often as he came a 
little to himſelf, he complained of extreme an- 
xieties threatening ſuffocation. A ſolution of 
two ounces of manna in fix ounces of acacia 
flower-water, with half an ounce of oil of al- 
monds, twelve grains of nitre, and half a dram 
of eſſence of orange-peel, being taken at twice, 
and repeated in four hours ; eight plentiful ſtools 
ſucceeded, and he filled ſeveral chamber-pots 
with urine, at firſt like waſhings of fleſh. By 
ſtomachics, corroborants, and a proper regimen, 
he perfectly recovered. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Of HamorrHace from the BRAIN. 


§ 1. General Hiſtory. 


' T NDER the appellation of hemorrhage from 
the brain, we comprehend that very fatal 


—— diſeaſe which is ſtiled the /anguineous apoplexy, 


and which ariſes from an effuſion of blood in 
the brain, in conſequence of a rupture of the 
veſſels there, happening without any external 
violence. In this affection, both the vital and 
animal actions alſo, are very ſpeedily extinguiſh- 
ed. 12 | 


That this often depends on hamorrhage with- 
in the brain, ariſing from a rupture of veſſels, 
is abundantly proved by diſſections. For, on 


: theſe it is diſcovered, that blood is effuſed to a 


greater or leſs quantity, ſometimes between the 
cranium and dura mater, ſometimes between the 
dura and pia mater, and ſtill more frequently 
between the pia mater and brain. Often alſo it 
is lodged in the cavities or ventricles of the 

brain, 
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brain, and ſometimes at its baſis. By diſſection Hæmor. 
likewiſe, it appears, that the blood · veſſels on the from the 


membranes and cortical part of the brain, are 


frequently diſtended, ſometimes with liquid, 
ſometimes with coagulated blood, forming as it 
were an ancuriſmatical appearance. 


By the compreſſion thus given to the brain, 
not only 1s the ſecretion and diſtribution of that 
ſubtile fluid through the nerves, eſſential to ſenſe 


and motion, impeded, but the circulation of 
blood through the brain in general is diſturbed. 


and interrupted ; hence both animal and vital 
actions languiſh, and in a ſhort time are totally 
extinguiſnhed. Mi 


Thoſe who are affected with this diſeaſe, fall 
ſuddenly to the ground : they are in an inſtant 
deprived of all power of thought and reflection, 
of all ſenſe and motion. Every member be- 
comes flaccid : the tongue ſwells, the mouth 
hangs open, and not unfrequently neither feces 


nor urine are retained : the cheeks obtain a pe- 


culiar red and florid colour : the face ſwells, 
and there is often a manifeſt turgeſcency of the 
veſſels about the head, particularly on the tem- 
. ples, and often a hemorrhage takes place from 
the noſe, the mouth or the ears: the eyes are 


diſtended and prominent, and there takes place 


an 


Brain. 
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an uncommon flow of tears: the heart beats 
very ſtrongly : the pulſation of the arteries alſo 


i; at firſt ſtrong, but afterwards becomes languid 


and flow. Reſpiration is difficult, and attended 


with a peculiar ſtertor, which is to be aſcribed 


to the air neither being properly admitted nor 
expelled; and the ſcene is often terminated by 


| vomiting and convulfion, with ſtridor dentium. 


This diſeaſe is induced by many different 


cauſes, particularly by affections of the mind, as 


anger and terror, by violent coughing excited 
from irritation of the fauces by a crumb of 


bread or the like, by the venereal orgaſm, or 


by the ſuppreſſion of uſual evacuations. But 
beſides ſuch cauſes, an unhealthful and preter- 
natural conſtitution of the air is alſo to be rank- 
ed among the number : hence the obſervations 


of Lommivs and others prove, that apoplexy 


has ſometimes occurred as an epidemic diſeaſe. 


This diſeaſe 1s probably in every caſe preceded 
by a weakneſs of the veſſels and membranes of 
the brain; for, while theſe preſerve their tone, 
the cauſes mentioned above will have but little 
influence. This debility is ſometimes original 
or hereditary ; hence the diſeaſe is obſerved to 

il in certain families. But it is frequently 
alſo induced by different irregularities in after 


82. 


life, particularly by gluttony and ebriety. 
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As this diſeaſe is ſo ſudden and 3 
immediate recourſe muſt be had to medicine 
while there is any hope of ſafety. The patient 
muſt be placed in a temperate ſituation, in an 
intermediate poſture between ſupine and erect. 
The inferior extremities are to be carefully de- 
tended againſt cold, and even fomented. But 
the principal part of the cure muſt be acrom- 
modated to the cauſe of the diſeaſe ; and atten- 
tion is particularly to be paid to the congeſtion 
of blood in the head, with a diminution of the 
moving power in the veſſels there. It iszthere- 


fore neceſſary, that the impetus of blood to the 


head ſhould -be':diminiſhed,. and that vigour 
thould be reſtored to the: veſſels, for renewing 
the motion of the blood which has been inter- 
"ROY 


For obtainitg: the firſt of theſe 5 bleeding 
has, in all ages, been reckoned a very efficaci- 
ous remedy; and it ought, without delay, to be 
performed in the beginning of the diſeaſe. But 
there have been many diſputes with regard to 
the beſt mode of blood- letting. Some have ad- 
viſed arteriqtomy; and — R tkaltul'Surgeon 
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even frequent repetition is requiſite. 
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can be had, it promiſes much advantage. More 
frequently veneſection is adviſed. But here al- 
ſo differences have occurred, with regard to 
the place where blood letting is to be perform- 
ed. Some adviſe it, from the veins in the arm, 
others in the forehead, a third ſet, in the noſe, 
and a fourth, under the tongue. Some have 


| ſtrongly recommended blood letting from the 


occipital veins. But as the trunks of theſe 


veins are ſituated very low, deep ſcarification, 


with cupping, has been adviſed, on the back 
part of the head. Among all the modes of 
blood-letting, however, a free diſcharge, by the 
jugular veins, is to be preferred; as by this 
means, the moſt immediate depletion of the 
head is obtained. 


"he blood-letting, the following circumſtances 


are principally to be attended to. It ſhould be 
performed as ſoon as poſſible after the attack, 
and before the veſſels have been ſo much dila» 


ted as to acquire an atonic ſtate. It ſhould be 
performed as near as can be to the ſeat of the 
affection. The orifice ſhould be large, that the 
diſcharge may be free. The quantity diſchar- 
ged muſt be accommodated to the fulneſs of 
the veſſels, and the ſtate of the pulſe. But in 
every caſe it muſt be conſiderable, and in many 


Beides 
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Beſides blood- letting, ſtimulant injections, o- 


perating briſkly, are often alſo of great ſervice 
in making derivation from the head. Here, 
however, the more draſtic cathartics are not to 


be employed. Theſe with a faline impregna- 


Hæmor. 
from the 


Brain. 
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tion, as ſal gem, ſal ammomac, Glauber's ſalts, 


and the like, are to be uſed. And they may be 


improved by the addition of carminative articles, 


as rue, ſage, chamomile or lavender. 


Different articles, with the view of reſtoring 
vigour to the veſſels, and renewing circulation, 
may be uſed both externally and internally. 


The volatile alkaline falts, either in a fluid or 


ſolid ſtate, ſhould, in different ways, be applied 
to the internal membrane of the noſe: ſtimu- 
lant cataplaſms, whipping with nettles, and bli- 


ſters are to be applied to different ſenſible parts 


of the ſurface, particularly to the ſoles of the 
feet, Recourſe has ſometimes even been had, 
with advantage, to the application of actual cau- 


tery. 


Internally, even when the power of ſwallow- 


ing is not loſt, or when, after having been loſt, 


it is again reſtored, ſpiritous and volatile medi- 
eines are not to be employed; but thoſe reme- 
dies are to be uſed which poſſeſs an analeptic, 


and at the ſame time a diſcutient virtue. What 
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I have moſt frequently employed with advan- 
tage, is a mixture of -diſtilled vinegar, with 
the ſpiritus cornu cervi ſuccinatus, diaphoretic 
antimony, cinnabar and crabs-eyes. And to 
this, with the view of giving a gentle ſtimulus 
to the nervous fibres of the ſtomach, I have 


| ſometimes added a ſmall proportion of emetic 


tartar, not, however, to ſuch an extent as to ex- 
cite vomiting. | 


As hemorrhage from the brain is not only a 
dangerous diſeaſe, but, although cured, readily 


returns, it is an object of the utmoſt conſequence 
to prevent ſuch acceſſions. With this intention, 


blood-letting is always uſeful, particularly about 
the equinoxial ſeaſons. And with thoſe accu- 
ſtomed to the hæmorrhoidal flux, ſuch a diſ- 
charge is" to be artificially promoted, both by 
fomentations and frictions, and likewiſe by the 


application of leeches to the neighbourhood of 


the anus. Above every thing elſe, a regular 
diſcharge from the belly is to be ſupported by 
gentle meaſures. No dependence whatever can 
be put upon the apoplectic balſams and waters 
which ſome have highly extolled. And with- 
out a regular and temperate courſe of life, all 


other means of prevention will be totally inef- 


fectual. Immoderate repletion, from variety of 
food, ſtrong inebriating wines, and violent ex- 
| erciſe, 
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erciſe, after eating, are to be ſhunned. Nor 
ſhould he who is afraid of this complaint go to 
bed ſoon after ſupper, or lie with his head in a 
very low poſture. He ſhould remain in bed 
but for a moderate length of time, and ſhould 


preſerve, as far as poſlible, the utmoſt tranquil- 
lity of mind, 


§ 3. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A corpulent and plethoric nobleman, in 
his fiftieth year, who had for ſome time been at- 
fected with flight palſy, had*recourſe, without 
any medical advice, to the uſe of the Caroline 
waters, both externally and internally. As he 
had neither been prepared by bleeding nor pur- 
ging, when he went into a very warm bath, he 
was ſuddenly deprived of all his ſenſes, both ex- 
ternal and internal. To this ſucceeded very 
quick reſpiration, with convulſive heaving of 


the breaſt. "The pulſe was ſtrong and hard. 


The face fluſhed. Recourſe was had to blood- 
letting and ſternutatories, but without effect; 
for in five hours he expired. After death, a 
conſiderable quantity of blood and bloody ſe- 
rum flowed from his noſe for upwards of twen- 
ty-four hours. 


No hot bath requires greater caution than 
that of the Caroline waters. For, from the 
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principles which they contain, they produce a 
ſtrong conſtriction of the ſurface, and force the 


blood from the external to the internal parts. 


Here, by the imprudent uſe of them, a rupture 
ſeems to have been produced in the veſſels of 


the brain, as appears from the bloody diſcharge 


afterwards taking place by the noſe. And it is 
probable that the ſternutatory, from the agita- 
tion produced, accelerated the death of the pa- 
tient. 


2. A lady in the fiftieth year of her age, of a 
ſanguine conſtitution, and delicate frame, had 
always been liable to an immoderate menſtrual 
diſcharge. This, in her forty-ninth year, being 
retained, from the age to which ſhe had arrived, 
ſhe became much affected with anxiety, tight- 
neſs at the præcordia, ſenſe of weight in the 
limbs, vertigo and heavineſs of head, with un- 
ſound and interrupted ſleep. On the approach 


of winter, all theſe ſymptoms were ſo much ag- 


gravated, that ſhe conſulted a Phyſician, who 
ordered volatile ſaline medicines, and carmina- 
tives of the eſſential oils. He likewiſe directed 
a purgative powder, conſiſting of a ſcruple of 
the extract of jalap, and fix grains of vitriola- 


ted tartar. From this ſhe had fix ſtools, not 


without ſevere gripes, and during the enſuing 
night was ſeized with apoplexy ; her pulſe and 
| | reſpiration, 
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reſpiration, however, remaining unaffected. Hzmor. 


Blood was immediately let, and an acrid glyſter 
injected; and by means of theſe ſhe recovered 
her ſenſes. Still, however, there remained in- 
ability of ſpeech, and pain and weakneſs of the 
head. With the view of carrying off theſe, 
and preventing a relapſe, the purgative was re- 
peated by the practitioner who had directed it. 
But ſhe had not taken it an hour before her a- 
poplexy returned, and ſhe ſoon afterwards ex- 
pired. 


Plethoric females are particularly liable to 
ſanguine apoplexy, upon the ceflation of the 
menſtrual difcharge ; and nothing has a greater 
effect, as inducing it, than purgatives, operating 
violently with ſevere gripes. This is particular- 
ly obſerved to be the caſe with the reſin of ja- 
lap, for it is readily retained in the plicæ of the 
ſtomach and inteſtines, 


3. A celebrated divine, not fifty years of age, 
of a ſanguine and florid habit, to diſpel melan- 
choly ariſing from ſome peculiar accidents, had 
recourſe to the more free uſe of wine than he had 
been accuſtomed to. This produced loſs of ap- 
petite and impaired digeſtion, attended with fre- 
quent eruQations. His ſtrength began to fail, 
and he was affected with great anxiety and un- 
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eaſineſs at the præcordia, while at the ſame time 
he ſtill continued to be diſtreſſed with melan- 


—— choly thoughts. In this ſituation he tell ſudden- 


ly to the ground, with a total loſs of all his ſenſes, 
his pulſe and reſpiration, however, remaining 
unaffefted. In the ſpace of two hours, by the 
aid of proper remedies, he recovered conſider- 
ably z but ſtill complained of torpor, languor, 
and weakneſs, particularly of the right fide, and 
was much affected with loſs of memory. He had 
recourſe to the Caroline waters, where, by mo- 
derate drinking of the moſt temperate ſpring, he 


obtained conſiderable benefit. But, in his re- 


turn, having indulged in wine and company, and 
being afterwards expoſed to cold, he became af- 
tected with difficulty of breathing and anxiety. 
To obviate theſe, he had recourſe to diaphoretic 
powders; from the uſe of which, a ſcarlet erup- 
tion was produced over the whole ſurface of his 
body, attended with ſevere headach. For the re- 


moval of this, recourſe was had to copious bleed- 


ing from the foot; but this ſoon produced anxiety 
at the præcordia, with coldneſs of the extremi- 
ties; and the ſcarlet eruption ſuddenly diſappear- 
ing, he was attacked with a fit of apoplexy, at- 
tended with ſtertor, a ſtrong and unequal pulſe, 
and a tumid and livid appearance of the coun- 
tenance. In the ſpace of eight hours he expired. 


From 


— 
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From the above caſe ſeveral uſeful pathologi- Hæmor. 
cal remarks may be deduced. Thus it appears, 2 J 
that, in a man even of à ſanguine habit, the im 
moderate uſe of wine, employed to counteract 
mental affections, may give riſe to hypochon- 
driacal complaints. It appears, that, by great 
exertion of mind, conjoined with melancholy, a 
diſpoſition to apoplexy may be induced. And, 
laſtly, it appears, that, from the repulſion of a 
ſcarlet eruption, by copious evacuation,” ſuch 
ſpaſmodic affections were produced, from the 
matter being thrown inwardly, as to give riſe to 


a rupture of ſome blood-veſlcls in the brain. 
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CHAPTER I. 


Of CernaLea, or HEADACH. 


$ 1. General Hiſtory. 


HE ſeat of pain in the head is molt frequently Cephalza 

the pericranium, or the membrane which 1 

immediately covers the ikull; ſometimes the cuts 
itſelf, particularly its interior ſurface contiguous 
to the pericranium ; fometimes alſo the dura 
mater, which communicates with the pericra- 
nium through the ſutures; and ſometimes the 
production of the pituitary tunic, which lines the 
tinuſes of the frontal bone. The other mem- 
branes, immediately inveſting the brain, as the 
p!a mater and arachnoides, ſeem little adapted 


to 
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to be the ſeat of pain, as no elaſtic fibres or ner. 
vous branches are diſtinguiſhed in them. 


Pains in the pericranium are generally acute, 
Sometimes the whole membrane is affected, and 


in this caſe the diſorder is termed cephalea : a 


pain of ſome particular part is called cephalalgia; 
of one fide of the head, hemicrania; confined to 
a ſmall ſpot in the crown, in hyſteric women, 
clavus byſtericus. The cephalæa is a very exqui- 
fite pain, with violent exacerbations from the 
ſlighteſt cauſes, inſomuch that the patient cannot 


bear either motion, or noiſe, or light: in ſome, 


the ſenſation is like that from bruiſing or diſten- 
fion; in others, as from thumps of a hammer. 


An accumulation of blood or ſerum in the ca- 
vities of the os frontis, occaſions an obſtinate, 
violent, fixed pain, continuing day and night, in 
the forehead, and towards the root of the noſe. 
Sometimes an abſceſs is formed, and a diſcharge 
of ſome ſpoonfuls of thin, yellow, fetid pus, 
from the noſtrils, proves a ſolution of the pain. 


Pains ſeated in the integument of the brain 
are accompanied with a redneſs of the eyes, ver- 


tigo, ſtupor, forgetfulneſs, and dulneſs of hear- 


ing. In acute diſeaſes, they threaten a phrenſy 
or convulſions, eſpecially if the pain is of the 
pulſatory 
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pulſatory kind; in chronic ones, a palſy, hemi- Cephalæa 


plegia, or fleepy diſtempers. Sometimes a por- 


or 
Headach. 


tion of lymph is extravaſated in the ventricles o 


the brain: in this caſe, a continual pain is com- 
plained of in all the internal part of the head: 
evacuations and abſtinence from drink give re- 


lief. b 


Headachs from an immoderate afflux of blood, 
are diſtinguiſhed by a redneſs, tumidneſs, and 


heat of the face, turgidneſs of the veſſels, dry- 


nels of the noſtrils, ſtrong pulſation of the 
temporal and jugular arteries : the pain is acute. 
In thoſe from a collection of ſerous humours, 
the pain is obtuſe, with a ſenſe of weight, chief- 
ly in the forehead : ſometimes there is ſuch a 
heavineſs of the head, that the patient can 
ſcarcely raiſe it up: ſometimes an œdematous 
tumour appears, particularly about the crown ; 
the pulſe being at the ſame time weak, and the 
face of a livid hue. | 


Headachs are often ſymptomatic; as before the 
eruption of the meaſles and ſmall-pox ; in inter- 
mittent fevers; from menſtrual obſtruQions ; 
from indigeſtion, and crudities in the firſt pal- 


ſages. Theſe laſt are diſtinguiſhed by eructa- 


tions, flying heats, an exacerbation of the pain 
from flatulent foods, and an alleviation from vo- 
miting 


FRACTIGE”T of 


miting and other evacuations, and ſtomachics. 
Venereal headachs come on in the night : they 
are generally confined to ſome particular parts 
and trequently raiſe a ſwelling. 


Headachs are not always without danger. 


Violent continual pains, which have their ſeat 


within the ſkull, preventing fleep, and accompa- 
nied with a fever, are not unfrequent preſages of 
a phrenſy: if the pain comes on ſuddenly, in 


hypochondriacal and melancholic perſons, eſpe- 


cially after paſſion, with a difficulty of hearing 
and internal pulſation of the veſſels, but no fe- 
ver, it prognoſticates madneſs. A ſudden very 
acute pain of the head, followed by a tingling of 
the ears, weakneſs of the knees, difficulty of 
walking, and ſlowneſs of ſpeech, threatens an 
apoplexy, or hemiplegia of the oppoſite ſide. 
Thoſe who ſuffer frequent headachs in yourny 

are liable to gouty diſorders in age. 


0 2. Method of Cure. 


The general indications are, in accumulations 
of blood and humours in the head, to diſcuſs, or 
procure a derivation of them to other parts; to 
relax ſpaſmodic ſtrictures of the membranes of 
the head impeding the circulation; to correct 


and —_ the . matter; to ſtrengthen 
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the head and nervous ſyſtem by proper reme- Cepdulny 


dies and a ſtrict regimen. 


In pains from an immoderate afflux of blood, 
the principal remedy is veneſection, which ſhould 
be performed near to the part affected, as under 
the tongue, in the forehead, in the external ju- 


gulars, or by leeches behind the ears: in very 


plethoric perſons, lome blood ſhould be taken 
from the foot a day or two before a vein 
is opened in the head. It is adviſable alſo pre- 
viouſly to evacuate the firſt paſſages, by glyſters, 
or an infuſion of manna and rhubarb, with ſome 
aperient ſalt, as cream of tartar or the ſal cathar- 
t1Cus. 


The orgaſm of the blood is to be reſtrained 
by ſedative mixtures of ſimple waters, diapho- 
retic antimony, nitre, burnt hartſhorn, cinnabar, 
and ſyrup of white poppies; emulſions, with 
nitre, and a little camphor diſſolved in oil of al- 
monds. An epithem of vinegar of roſes and rue, 
each half an ounce, nitre two ſcruples, oil of 
rhodium fifteen drops, and camphor ſix grains, 
diſſolved in ſpirit of roſes two drams, applied to 
the forehead with a double linen- cloth, is often 
lerviceable. 


Laſting pains, with a numbneſs and heavineſs, 
from an accumulation of ſerum, will not yield to 
bleeding 


He 
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bleeding or gentle laxatives, and require the more 
powerful attenuants and evacuants, as pills com- 
poſed of ammoniacum, ſagapenum, myrrh, aloes, 
extract of black hellebore, reſin of jalap, mercu- 
rius dulcis, cinnabar, each half a dram, extra& 
of ſaffron, powdered caſtor, ſalt of amber, each 
fifteen grains. A ſcruple of the maſs may be 
made into twelve pills, fix to be taken at night, 


and fix in the morning, to be repeated again in 


three days, the patient in the mean time abſtain- 
ing from ſolid foods, and only drinking weak 


broths. After due evacuation, corroborants and 


diuretics are to be ſubjoined: in this intention, 
1 have often given, with great ſucceſs, a mixture 
of acrid tincture of antimony four parts, eſſence 
of amber and Buſſius's bezoardic ſpirit, or ſpirit 
of tartar and the mineral anodyne liquor, each 
two parts: this may be taken twice or thrice a- 
day for a week or longer. Exerciſe, ſtrong 
frictions, diuretic foods and liquors, are proper. 


. - If theſe fail, recourſe muſt be had to bliſters. 


For this purpoſe, I employ a mixture of an ounce 
of melilot plaſter, with a dram of cantharides, 
and ſome grains of camphor : a piece about the 
ſize of a dollar being applied to the nape of the 
neck, and occaſionally renewed, a copious dil- 
charge of ſerum may be kept up for a length of 
time, without any inconvenience, In violent 

| | Pains, 
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pains, with an apparent ſwelling, from ſerum Cephalea 
ſtagnating under the cutis, Wzerer applies a Headach. 
veſicatory all over the head in form of a cap, ——— 


which produces a large diſcharge of 8 


out "—_ a blilter. 


In violent pains confined to ſome particular 
ſpot, from matter fixed deep in the membranes, 
CHesNEAv ſtrongly recommends the acrid leaves 
of meadow crowtoot beat in a mortar, and ap- 
plied to the part on a perforated plaſter. This 
plant ſeems to have a ſimilar effect to moxa, 
which is alſo held in great eſteem by many emi- 
nent phyſicians, in theſe kinds of pains. I have 
often employed in ſuch caſes with good ſucceſs, 
a mixture of equal parts of volatile falt of fal 
ammoniac, and powdered muſtard - ſeed. 


In pain and weight of the head Pen a coryza 
or mucus detained in the noſtrils, frequent ſmel- 
ling to the volatile aromatic ſpirit, or mild ſter- 
nutatories of marjoram, betony, marum, Howers 
of benzoin and cloves, are proper. 


Chronical headachs, from a corruption of the 
juices, as venereal and ſcorbutic ones, require 
medicines adapted to the cure of thoſe diſorders; 


purgatives, decoctions of the woods, with crude 


antimony ; a diaphoretic powder, | compoſed of 
Vol. I, _ 3 cinnabar, 
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cinnabar, ceruſe of antimony, volatile falt, nitre, 
each ten grains, camphor, half a grain, to be ta- 


ken for one doſe, with ſome proper decoction 


after it. 


Hemicranias, particularly periodic ones, have 


their cauſe generally in the firſt paſſages, which 


muſt firſt be evacuated by purgatives and eme- 
tics ; after which, corroborants and ſtomachics 
are to be ſubjoined. In headachs from men- 
ſtrual or hæmorrhoidal obſtructions, ſuch medi- 
eines are to be exhibited as may procure a re- 
gularity of thoſe ſalutary diſcharges. 


§ 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. In exquiſite acute pains, particularly in the 
forehead and frontal ſinuſes, as they greatly de- 


preſs the ſtrength, and may even bring on dan- 


gerous ſymptoms, faintings, a fever, inflamma- 
tions, or diforders of the ſenſes, we muſt endea- 
vour at once to procure relief from the pain, 
without waiting for the removal of the cauſe: 
but before the exhibition of an opiate, the belly 
ſhould always be unloaded by a glyſter. Among 
externals, I have found none more effectual than 
a liniment compoſed of expreſſed oil of nutmegs 
half an ounce, reſin of ſtorax and reſin of the 
cortex thymiama, each one dram, extract of 

ſaffron, 
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ſaffron, balſam of Peru, each half a dram, oil of ce 
rhodium twelve drops. This compoſition is to 11.04. Wo 
be ſpread on a ſmall piece of leather, and a- 


plied to the temples. After the abatement of 
the pain, give a gentle cathartic; and then pro- 
ceed to treat the diſeaſe according to its nature 
and cauſe. In acute and almoſt intolerable pains, 
in the cavities of the noſtrils and bony ſinuſes 
of the head, beſides the above mentioned ano- 
duynes, it is adviſable to ſcarify the noſtrils, or 
procure an hemorrhage by thruſting up a {tiff 


ſtraw. 


2. If an acrid humour is extravaſated under the 
pericranium, and begins to render the bone ca- 
rious; inciſion, after all other methods have 
been tried in vain, muſt be the laſt reſource; 
and both here, and in paronychia from a like 
cauſe, it is accompanied with remarkable ſucceſs. 
If the caries has extended to the diploe and the 
inner lamina of the ſkull, the trepan will be the 
only remedy. 


3. In all headachs, from whatever cauſe, the 
cure is to be begun by a glyſter; to which, in 
plethoric caſes, veneſection is to be ſubjoined. 
After which, ſuch other remedies are to be made 
uſe of, as the caſe may require, 
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4. The opening of the temporal arteries has 
frequently given immediate and almoſt ſurpri- 


—— {ing relief, after other means had been tried in 


vain. TI have never uſed this remedy, and would 
not detract from its merit; but apprehend, that 
opening the temporal vein will be more ſucceſs. 
ful: this may be done without danger near the 
ear, at the articulation of the jaw. 


5. In all pains, where the ſtrength will not 
admit of bleeding, temperate pediluvia are of 
ſervice; and alſo frictions of the feet with rough 
clothes, and ſtimulating applications, as horſe- 
radiſh-root with falt, to the ſoles. 


6. Cold epithems are to be employed with 
great circumſpection; and indeed externals in 
general are here frequently more dangerous, 
and require greater caution in their uſe, than 


internals. I have known repeated cold applica- 


tions, in the headachs of exanthematous fevers, 


bring on epiphora, ſuffuſions of the eyes, and 
an irremediable blindneſs. 


7. I have frequently ſeen violent headachs a- 
bated by a few drops of the mineral anodyne 
liquor taken into the mouth upon powdered ſu- 
gar. In the intermiſſions, the balſamum vitæ is 
of excellent ſervice, for ſtrengthening the head, 
and 
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and preventing a return ; whether applied exter- Cephalza 


or 


adach. 


noſe, or taken internally on ſugar with ſome 


warm infuſion. 


8. In headachs from an ebullition and exagita- 


tion of the blood, abſtain from purgatives and 


other evacuants; and give only medicines of the 
refrigerating ind, as plain cold water in conſi- 
derable quantities, and nitre. 


9. A cephalza is often joined to hypochon- 


driacal melancholy, with a depravation of dige- 


ſtion, emaciation, fearfulneſs, and ill colour of 
the face. The principal remedies are, bleeding, 
warm bathing, exerciſe, mineral waters, medi- 
cated broths, particularly with juice of cichory, 
and chalybeated goats whey. 


§ 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A young man, ſubject, from immoderate 
ſtudy, to hypochondriacal complaints, indige- 
ſtion, ſtricture of the belly, ſpaſms, flatulencies 
and headachs at times; after drinking to ebrie- 
ty of Rheniſh wine ſtrongly impregnated with 
fumes of ſulphur, was ſeized with an intenſe 
continual pain, chiefly in the fore and left fide 
of the head ; which, on any conſiderable change 


„ of 
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ol weather, or application of mind, increaſed to 
ſuch a degree, as almoſt entirely to deſtroy the 


ſtrength, appetite and ſleep. Repeated bleed- 
ings, laxatives, ſtomachics, cephalics, both inter- 


nal and external, did no ſervice. Pediluvia, 


frictions of the feet and head, a temperate warm 


regimen, a warm infuſion drank in the morning 
in bed, a decoction uſed for common drink, the 


balfamum vitæ applied in the urgency of the pain 
to the noſtrils, neck and temples, gave great relief. 


2. A perſon of forty- three, of a robuſt conſti- 
tution, accuſtomed from infancy to the too liberal 
uſe: of wine; after hunting for ſome weeks in 
cold, wet, windy weather, was ſeized with a 
ſharp, painful, burning defluxion in both eyes, 
and a violent obſtinate headach, with a ſwelling 
of the ſkin. By the uſe of the Seltzer waters 
mixed with wine, our bliſter on the neck, and 


the Egra waters, with a proper regimen, the 


pain greatly abated. On anointing the head 
with the balſamum vitæ, an ichorous matter, 
like that of ulcers, oozed out plentifully ; a ſkull. 
cap of balſamic and cephalic powders was allo 
worn for ſome time; and by theſe means the 
pain was totally removed. 


3. A young man, of a ſpongy habit and ſan- 
guine complexion, long "__ to bleedings at 
the 
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the noſe ; after omitting veneſeQion, to which Cephalzs 
he had been accuſtomed thrice a- year, for pre- 1 
venting the hæmorrhages, was ſcized with an ———— 


intenſe headach, dulneſs of hearing, and tingling 
of the ears: the head was all over red and tu- 
mid. By plentiful bleeding in the foot, the pain 
was abated ; but it did not entirely ceaſe, till an 
haemorrhage was procured from the noſtrils, 
by thruſting up a ſtraw. He had afterwards 
frequent returns, and veneſection proved inſuffi- 
cient to prevent them : by drinking water, whey, 
taking nitrous powders at times, and avoiding 
ſtrong exerciſe, he perfectly recovered. 


4. A-clergyman of fifty, of a weak ſtomach, 
ſubject to catarrhs, toothachs and headachs, 
which had been much diminiſhed by. omitting 
dinners ; complained of obſtinate pains, extend- 
ing from the head to the right fide of the neck 
and cheſt. Cephalic eſſences, cinnabarine pow- 


ders, iſſues in the neck and right arm, veneſec- 


tion, penetrating oily hniments, were tried with- 
out effect. He could ſcarce ſtoop or turn his 
head without pain, and complained. of a vaſt 
weight in the left part: the glands of the neck 
became tumid : the noſe diſcharged a whitiſh te- 
nacious mucus in {mall quantity: he had at times 
pains at ſtomach, and inflations of the hypo- 
chondres. The Caroline waters, with a proper 


regimen, and cupping in the neck, gave relief. 
Gg 4 This 
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This was not a ſimple headach, but rather a 
rheumatiſm of the head and adjacent parts, from 
a general indiſpoſition of the juices. In ſuch 
circumſtances, medicines adapted to particular 
ſymptoms could not avail. 


5. A lady above ſeventy-ſeven, full of blood, 
bad laboured under a hemicephalza from the 
ceſſation of the menſes at the fiftieth year. Ma- 
ny remedies were employed, and veneſection of- 
ten repeated both in the arm and foot, without ef- 
fect. At length about fix ounces of blood be- 
ing taken from the noſtril of the affected fide, 
by thruſting up a feather, cold water applied 
frequently to the part with double linen-cloths, 
and taken internally for three days, to the quan- 
tity of three * a-day, the pain . 


26 A Jew about forty, of a tenſe habit, upon 


| eating immediately after a fit of paſſion, was 


ſeized with a pain in the crown of the head, oc- 


cupying a ſpace no larger than an imperial, not 
acute and pungent, but preſſive and heavy, nor 


- continual, but returning chiefly towards the e- 


vening ; yet ſo violent, that the ſleep, appetite, 
and ſtrength ſurpriſingly failed, the pulſe was ir- 
regular, ſometimes quick, ſometimes weak and 
flow, the mind dejected, and ſometimes in the 
paroxyſm - We tried the more efh- 


cac ious 
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cacious kinds of medicines for two months; but Cephalza 
-. Z or 

though at times we ſeemed to procure ſome re- qu 

miſſion of the pain for a few days, it returned 


from the ſlighteſt cauſes as violent as ever. Ano- 
ther Phyſician, after purging with the Sedlitz 
waters, ordered a pint of cold water to be drank 
in bed every morning and afternoon: at firſt 
it brought on a chilneſs, and the ſymptoms 
ſeemed to increaſe ; but in an hour after drink. 
ing, the pulſe grew large, and a plentiful ſweat 
broke out, with an abatement of the pain: the 
medicine being continued for ſeven days, the 
pain totally ceaſed. Some weeks after, a fit of 
paſſion brought back the pain; it yielded again 
to the ſame medicine in three days, and the pa- 
tient continues perfectly well. | 


The ſeat of the pain ſeems to have been the 


ſuture, where the membrane that inveſts the 
ſkull. communicates with the integuments of the 
brain. The cauſe was probably bile exagitated 


by paſſion, - and afterwards ſtagnating and cor- 


rupting in the duodenum. I have often obſer- 
ved violent cephalzas from a fit of paſſion juſt 


before meals; and have cured them, after other 


medicines had failed, by acidulated whey taken 


to the quantity of a quart a-day; which fre- 


quently occaſioned fix ftools a- day. 
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7. A man of fifty, had a quartan of nine 
months continuance unexpectedly ſuppreſſed by 


—— three doſes of bark. In its place ſucceeded a 


violent continual cephalæa, with a tumour of the 
head, debility of the hands, and great weakneſs 
of the whole body: it was commonly at its 
height in four or five hours after meals. After 
numerous remedies had been uſed in vain, a 
cure was obtained from the Caroline waters, the 
body being previouſly prepared 68 nt ſalts 
25 the balſamic pills. 

A headach is a common ſymptom in quar- 
tans : on the imprudent ſuppreſſion of the fever, 
the obſtructions of the ſmall veſſels increaſe, the 
pains of the head and limbs are exaſperated, and 


. cdematous tumours enſue. In ſuch caſes, mi- 
neral waters are the beſt remedy : where theſe 


cannot be procured, a cure may be effected by 
mild diaphoretics, decoctions of the woods, 
powders of cinnabar and volatile ſalt, or of me- 
dicinal regulus of antimony with falt of worm- 
wood, the corroborating eſſence formerly deſcri- 
bed, with the interpoſition of manna and rhu- 
barb. 


8. A woman of thirty, of a tender and ſangui- 
neo- choleric conſtitution, ſedentary life, and ir- 
regular menſtruation, complained of a pungent 

tenſive 
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tenſive heavy pain, at ſirſt affecting the whole S 
head, afterwards declining to the left fide, and ,,,* 


thence extending ſometimes to the arm, wit 


ſhiverings at times, and a quick, hard, unequal 
pulſe. A complete cure was obtained, by pedi- 
luvia every day for ſome time; veneſection in 
the foot after the ſparing uterine evacuation; an 


infuſion of vervain, balm, milfoil-tops, fennel- 


ſeeds, cubebs, and chamomile-flowers, drank in 
the morning for tea; balſamic pills, with extract 
of ſaffron and a little mercurius dulcis, taken 


every other night at bed-time; a mixture of 


equal parts of camphorated ſpirit of wine and 
balſamum vitz, without ambergris, applied to 


the affected parts; the ſtomachic elixir taken at 


meals; and a ſtrict regimen, with exerciſe, and 
abſtinence from ſubſtances of the cold and acid 
kind. 


9. The ſon of a nobleman, ſcarce ten years of 
age, after the cefſation of a bleeding at the noſe, 
to which he had been frequently ſubjected, com- 
plained for ſome months of a numbneſs and ob- 
tuſe heavy pain of the head, reaching to the bot- 
tom of the eyes. His lively wit, activity of 
body, and fleep, failed: the face was pale, the 
limbs cold and languid. Some blood was taken 
from the foot; and the caſe being judged ſome- 
what of the hypochondriacal kind, the Seltzer 
waters were drank, with a proper regimen, but 

without 
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without giving any relief. An infuſion of mild 
cephalic herbs being drank every morning as 
tea, veneſection repeated, the neck three days 


after cupped and ſcarified, and an errhine pow- 


der frequently ſnuffed up the noſe, the pain and 


all the ſymptoms abated, and the child recover- 


ed perfect health: a little blood began likewiſe 


to drop again from the noſe. 


10. A lad above twenty, healthful and robuſt, 
after being twice cured of virulent gonorrhœa, 
complained in ſome months of itching puſtules 


here and there all over the body, moſt numerous 


on the right ſide, with a hard tumour of the 
right teſticle, an univerſal languor, violent pains 
of the head, eſpecially in the night, preventing 
ſleep, and depreſſing the appetite and ſtrength, 
Many remedies, and even a mercurial ſalivation, 
were employed without ſucceſs. After the dil- 
order had continued above half a year, and the 
patient been greatly emaciated, I ordered firſt 
ſome gentle laxatives, and afterwards a decoQtion 
of experienced virtue for purifying the blood 
and promoting ſweat : four ounces of ſarſaparil- 
la, one ounce of crude antimony, one dram of 
ſalt of tartar, and the ſame quantity of ſal gem, 
were boiled in five quarts of water, in a tinned 
ſtill, till near half the liquor had come over: the 


diſtilled water being mixed with the remaining 


decoction, 
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decoction, and paſſed through a filter, one half Cephalæa 


of the filtered liquor was mixed with an equal 
quantity of a decoction of ſcorzonera and raiſins 
for common drink; and the other half divided 
into two parts, to be taken warm in bed, one in 
the morning, and the other at five in the after- 
noon, with a proper regimen for promoting a 
ſweat: the tinctura antimonii acris, with one- 
third its quantity of ſpirit of tartar and the mi- 


neral anodyne liquor, was at times interpoſed, 


and this courſe continued for fix weeks. The 
tumefied teſticle was treated with reſolvents and 
diſcutients; among which, a mercurial plaſter 
with flowers of ſulphur and a conſiderable pro- 
portion of antimoniated balſam of ſulphur, co- 
vered with a cataplaſm of elecampane, marſh- 
mallow, and flower-de-luce roots, wild cucum- 
bers, elder-flowers, cummin-ſeed and caraway- 
ſeed, boiled in elder-flower water and wine, an- 
ſwered extremely well, reducing the tumour 
above one half. By theſe remedies, the diſorder 


was totally removed, and the patient reſtored to 
perfect health. 
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CHAPTER I. 


Of Srasmopic FLATULENT CARDIALGiA, 


§ 1. General Hiſtory. 


HE ſpaſmodic cardialgia conſiſts in an acute 
pain about the pit of the ſtomach, gene- 


e ally preceded by a ſhivering and chilneſs of the 


back, or a yawning and ſtretching, accompanied 
with great anxiety, difficulty of breathing, pro- 
{tration of the ſtrength, reſtleſſneſs, retching, 
trembling and coldneſs of the extremities, par- 
ticularly the lower ones, and flight faintings, go- 
ing off in a ſweat. 


The ſeat of this diſorder is generally ſuppoſed 


to be the upper orifice of the ſtomach, called 


cardia. But it appears to be rather the lower ori- 
fice or pylorus ; for the pain begins, and is all 
along chiefly complained of, at the right ſide of 
the ſcrobiculus cordis, under the cartilago mu- 


cronata, where the pylorus is always ſituated ; 


and thence extends to the cardia, which is in 


the left fide, at the back, near the ſpinal mar- 


row: 
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row. On diſſection, the pylorus is found prin- Spaſmod, 


cipally affected: there are ſometimes abſceſſes, - 


tulent 
ardialg. 


tumours, and mortifications, of which the bot 


tom of the ſtomach and the duodenum likewiſe 


participate. 


The cardialgia ariſes from the ſtomach being 


either diſtended by flatulencies, or conſtringed 


by ſpaſms. In the flatulent kind, there is a 
great difficulty of breathing, and often an exter- 
nal tumour, as large as an egg, at the pit of the 
ſtomach, towards the right ſide: the pain is re- 
lieved by eructations, and comes on chiefly af- 
ter meals. This diſorder is common to hypo- 


chondriacal perſons, and children, where bilious 


or acid humours abound in the firſt paſſages : it 
has been ſometimes miſtaken for the colic, from 
which it differs in the ſeat of the pain. 


The ſpaſmodic cardialgia is diſtinguiſhed by a 
greater anxiety of the præcordia, a greater de- 
preſſion of ſtrength, reſtleſſneſs, and coldneſs of 
the extremities, and the abſence of flatulencies. 
This happens chiefly from violent fits of paſſion, 
or as a ſymptom in other diſeaſes. 


Simple cardialgia is not dangerous, unleſs 
an inflammation comes on: the ſymptomatic, 


in acute fevers, malignant dyſenteries, Oc. and 
thoſe 
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thoſe from worms or draſtic medicines, are ex- 
tremely ſo. Sometimes the pain continues for 
ſeveral months without intermiſſion; a mark 


that the ſolid parts are affected. 


§S 2. Method of Cure. 


The general indications of cure are, to cor- 
rect, obtund, and evacuate the acrid matter; 
to abate the pain, and guard againſt an inflam- 
mation: if the complaint be fymptomatic, to re- 
move the primary diſeaſe; and laſtly, to ſtrength- 
en the tone of the ſtomach and inteſtines. 


Cardialgia from acid humours in the firlt paſ- 
ſages, as thoſe which follow the free uſe of acid 
wines or fermentable fruits, readily yield to ab- 
ſorbents, eſpecially if given in ſome carminative 
lightly ſpiritous water. To theſe may be joined 
obtunders of acrimony, as ſtrong decoctions of 
hartſhorn-ſhavings, water-gruel, with ſweet al- 
monds and ſyrup of white poppies. 


In cardialgia from paſſion, add to every doſe 
of the powders a few grains of nitre, and in- 
terpoſe a gentle laxative. In ſuch caſes, the 


drinking of cold water is eminently ſerviceable: 


from a pint or more taken by little and little, 


- with a warm fomentation on the ſtomach, I have 


ſeen 
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ſeen an univerſal ſweat break out, by which the 
pain was carried off: the cardialgia, joined with 
the cholera morbus, has alſo yielded to this fim- 


ple remedy. Whey and emulſions are likewiſe 
proper. | 


Tertians are not unfrequently ſucceeded by an 
anxious pain about the præcordia, with a languor, 
loathing of food, flight faintings, dryneſs of the 
mouth, and flow heat. I have found all theſe 
ſymptoms yield at once to a ſingle emetic, as a 


grain or two of emetic tartar, which procured a- 


copious evacuation, 


In cardialgia accompanied with vomitings, as 
the bilious ones frequently are, the mineral ano- 
dyne liquor, with cold ſpring- water, or ſome 
ſimple diſtilled waters, gives preſent relief, 
Warm ſtomachic or carminative tinctures, and 


warm infuſions, rather aggravate than abate the 


pain. 


Oppreſſive pains, with a ſenſe of weight at the 
ſtomach, continuing for ſome time, in thoſe who 
are recovering from diſeaſes, or who from other 


cauſes have the ſtomach weak, ariſe chiefly from 


acido-viſcid crudities, and require aperients and 
corroborants; as, a powder compoſed of arum, 


pimpinella, ginger, g galangal, orange-peel, cum- 
Vor. I. II h min 
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min-ſeed, mace, each equal parts, with an equal 
quantity of ſugar ; of which a proper doſe may 
be gently boiled in ſtrong wine : -or a mixture 
of efſence of zedoary, the carminative eſſence of 
Wedelius, ſpiritus de tribus, each two drams, 
balſamum vitæ, fifteen drops. Previous to theſe 
medicines, a redundance of humours is to be 
leflened by an emetic of ipecacuanha. 


In cardialgia from poiſons or draſtic medi- 
cines, the greateſt benefit is to be expected from 
the plentiful uſe of new milk or oily ſubſtances, 
with a doſe of theriaca. This laſt ſhould not be 
given too early, leſt it ſtop the vomiting, by 
which the virulent matter is often evacuated. 


In the ſymptomatic cardialgia of exanthe- 
matous or other acute fevers, which generally 
threaten a mortal inflammation, give emulſions 
with diaphoretic powders, a few grains of nitre, 
and one-fourth or one-half a grain of camphor. 
Where exanthematous matter has been repelled 
into the habit, its propulſion again to the ſkin is 
to be attempted by the mineral anodyne liquor, 
with one-fourth of Buſſius's ſpirit, or ſpirit of 
tartar, and a mild diaphoretic regimen. | 


In menſtrual ſuppreſſions, and in the firſt 
months of pregnancy, cardialgic complaints fre- 
| _ quently 
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quently return at the monthly periods. The 
cure is effected by bleeding in the intermiſſions, 
anodynes, and external diſcutients. 


Hypochondriacal perſons are often affſicted 
for a length of time with frequent returns of 
theſe anxious pains. In ſuch caſes, after all o- 
ther medicines had proved ineffectual, I have 
known the hot mineral waters, particularly thoſe 
of Carlſbade, uſed with advantage: they have 
oftener than once promoted an hæmorrhoidal 
flux, to the great relief of the patient. The viſ- 
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ceral elixir, with tincture of caſtor, nitrous an- 


tiſpaſmodic powders, and bleeding about the 
equinoxes, are likewiſe of good ſervice. 


In cardialgia from worms lodged in the ſto- 
mach, the ſtronger anthelminthics, mercurials, 
martial or venereal vitriol, aloetic purgatives, 
often exaſperate the complaints. Warm milk, 
with oil of ſweet almonds, may be drank plenti- 
fully, not only for obtunding acrimony, and af- 
fording food to the inſects, but likewiſe for eva- 
cuating them by vomiting. | 


In all cardialgic pains, chamomile and its pre- 
parations, and emollient glyſters, are of great 
ſervice: ſaline medicines, and the purging wa- 
ters, both in the paroxyſms and intermiſſions, 

H h 2 do 
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do harm. Great relief is often obtained front 
external applications to the part affected; as, a 
liniment of theriaca, expreſſed oil of nutmegs, 


each one ounce, caſtor, ſaffron, balſam of Pe- 


ru, each one dram, oils of citron-peel and cloves, 
each twenty drops, camphor half a dram ; or, 
a bag filled with chamomile-flowers, common 
and Roman, elder-flowers, mint, each one hand- 
ful, bay-berries, juniper-berries, each half an 
ounce, cummin- ſeed, caraway- ſeed, cloves, nut- 
megs, each two drams. 


For the prevention of theſe diſorders, the bel. 
ly ſhould be kept open ; but purgatives are im- 
proper, as they tend to weaken the ſtomach, 
and promote an afflux of humours. The præ- 
cordia and back ſhould be carefully defended 
from cold, and all ſtrong foods and intemperance 
avoided. 


§ 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A ſhort, corpulent, plethoric woman, above 
forty, after eating plentifully of fat roaſt mut- 
ton, drinking wheat-ale, to which ſhe had not 
been uſed, and returning home in a very cold 
evening, complained of a violent pain about the 
præcordia, with anxieties, coldneſs of the face 
and extremities, and a reſtleſs night. Many 

domeſtic 
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hot brick applied, without relief. Next day, I 
found her labouring under an oppreſſion at the 
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breaſt, threatening a ſuffocatory catarrh, with 


the belly ſurpriſingly turgid and bound, and 
light faintings at times. Two cups of weak 
chicken-broth, with a ſpoonful of oil of almonds, 


ten drops of the mineral anodyne liquor, and 


five drops of the balſamum vitz, being given 
every hour, and an emollient and carminative 
glyſter injected, flatulencies were diſcharged up- 
wards and downwards, not without benefit. A 
liniment of axungia, oil of caraways, and ſome 
grains of camphor, was applied to the affected 


parts: an herb-tea drank for abating thirſt: 


and a, glaſs of wine impregnated with worm- 
wood, orange-peel, and mace, given at times. 
The day following, the belly was looſened by a 
potion of manna two ounces, cream of tartar 
one dram, eflence of orange-peel twenty drops, 
with ſome ſpoonfuls of oil of almonds; the o- 
peration of which was promoted by a. glyſter, 
A large quantity of vitious humours was eva- 
cuated; at length a ſweat broke out all over the 
body, and the ſymptoms by degrees diſappear- 


ed. Relapſes were prevented by balſamic pills 
and a carminative elixir. 


2. A nobleman about fifty, of a. ſanguine 
temperament, after laborious journeys and fa- 
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tigue of mind, had a continual bilious — 


which was cured, returned, and cured again. 


>—— After afreſh journey, and a too plentiful ſupper, 


he was ſeized in the night with anxieties about 
the præcordia, a difficulty of breathing, reſtleſſ- 


_nels,/protuſe cold ſweats, and conſtant retchings 


to vomit. On drinking ſome hot tea, he brought 
up large quantities of undigeſted food; the an- 
xieties nevertheleſs continuing almoſt intole- 
rable, the belly obſtinately bound, with a con- 
ſtant ſtimulus to urine, but no diſcharge: the 
extremities were cold, the pulſe hard and con- 
tracted. A hundred and twenty-five drops of 
the mineral anodyne liquor, with fifty drops of 
the balſamum vitæ, being given in cold water 
mixed with one half of wine, and a bag of toaſt- 


ed oats' applied to the epigaſtric region, ffatu- 


lencies were diſcharged upwards and down- 
wards, to his great relief. After drinking ſome 
tea, the extremities grew warm, the anxiety went 
off, a ſweat broke out, and a calm ſleep coming 
on, he got free from all his complaints. A car- 
minative glyſter brought away a large quantity 
of feces. Next day he had ſome icterical ſymp- 
toms: theſe alſo went off, on continuing the 
anodyne liquor in ſmaller doſes, with nitrous pow- 
ders, 1. a few drops of oil of chamomile. 


3. His ſerene highneſs , about forty, 
full of blood, had an hæmorrhoidal flux for 


ſome 


M. E-D 1:C:I-NFE 


487 


ſome years. On expoſure to cold at the ap- 1 


flatulent 


proach of the period, he complained of reſtleſſ- Cardialg- 
neſs, languor, heat, cardialgic anxieties, flight —— 


faintings, unquenchable thirſt, gripes, and hard- 
neſs of the belly. On attempting to inject 
a glyſter, it was thrown back ineffectual by 
flatulencies. Gentle diaphoretics, with nitre, 
a little caſtor, and cinnabar, did no ſervice. Five 
ounces of blood being taken from the foot, the 
ſymptoms ſeemed rather to increaſe: on taking 
away near a pound more, the anxiety, burning 
heat and pain about the præcordia immediately 
abated; after which, analeptics, diaphoretics, an 
emollient glyſter, and a gentle laxative, comple- 
ted the cure. 


4. His ſerene highneſs , aged twenty-ſix, 
fleſhy and full of blood, for preventing a return 
of hereditary hypochondriacal complaints, of 
which he had been juſt cured, went to the Ca- 
roline waters, in ſultry hot weather. The night 
after the journey, he had no reſt : in the morn- 
ing, he was ſeized with great anxiety about the 
præcordia, retchings to vomit, coldneſs of the 
extremities, internal heat, and uneaſy toſſing of 
the body. A vein was opened; but the orifice 
being ſmall, ſcarce an ounce ran out, -and the 
{ymptoms increaſed. Next morning, five ounces 
were "taken away, without much relief : in- 

H h 4 ternally 
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——_ was given the mineral inodync liquor, 


Chap. 2. with nitrous powders. At length being pre- 
— — 


vailed on to another repetition of blooding, eight 


ounces were drawn, on which he was ſoon treed 
ne al bes . | 


5. A "9 was ſubje& for ſome years to 


a vidlent oppreſſive pain and ſpaſm about the 


præcordia; ſuppoſed owing to cold in immode- 
rate huntings, and ſtrong liquors. It began 


with a coldneſs, extending from the left hypo- 


chondre to the pit of the ſtomach, the ſternum, 
breaſt, back: and arms; with a difficulty of brea- 


thing, reſtleſſneſs, proſtration of the ſtrength, 


and anxiety. Warm fomentations, glyſters, and 


diaphoretics, removed the paroxyſm: but any 


commotion of mind, cold, improper food or li- 
quors brought it on again. Bleeding two or 
three times a- year was of no ſervice. - A cure 
was obtained by the Caroline waters; along 
with which were uſed the viſceral elixir, mixed | 
with the mineral anodyne liquor, balſamic pills, 
and a nitrous powder ſprinkled with ſome drops 


of oil of mace or chamomile. 


6. A gentleman of thirty, of a robuſt conſti- 
tution, accuſtomed to intemperance, and to go 
very lightly covered; complained of frequent in- 
tenſe pains, diſtenſions, and anxieties about the 

region 
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region of the ſtomach; with loſs of appetite, and Spaſmod. 


vomiting. After ſundry medicines, both inter- 
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nal and external, had been uſed without effect, k 


he was cured by the Caroline and Toeplitz wa- 
ters. In a ſhort time, after frequent huntings 
and wading in water to the thighs, an over plen- 
tiful meal of various foods and wine was follow- 
ed by a very ſevere paroxyſm: a cold ſweat 
broke out on the extremities, he could ſcarcely 
breathe, often fainted, and ſeemed ready to ex- 
pire. Warm fomentations and internal medi- 
cines gave no relief. By a warm bath of water 
and milk (in which he ſtaid an hour or more) 
and afterwards taking, in bed, the mineral ano- 
dyne liquor with Buſſius's ſpirit in ſome chamo- 
mile- water, the extremities grew warm, a ſweat 
appeared, the belly, which had been bound 
for ſome days, became looſe, and the pains a- 
bated. 


7. A man in the prime of age, of a robuſt 
conſtitution, was ſeized, after violent paſſion, 
with a coldneſs and ſhivering of the extremities, 
followed by an anxious pain and burning heat 


at the pit of the ſtomach, nauſea, retchings and 


reſtlefſneſs. Three grains of emetic tartar 
brought up a little greeniſh mucous matter, 
with great ſtraining and anxiety. A repetition 


of the doſe aggravated the complaints, without 
procuring 
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Part II. procuring any evacuation, excepting continual 


convulſive eructations. The mineral anodyne li- 
quor gave relief; but on taking afterwards an 
ounce of Epſom falt, the ſymptoms returned 
with greater violence, and carried him off on 
the third day from the firſt emetic. 


— 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Of Pains and Seasms of the PRECORDIA, 
from BiLlaky CALCULI. 


§ 1. General Hiſtory. 


Pasms and pains of the præcordia, often a- 
riſe from calculi in the biliary veſſels. 


The calculus felleus is much more frequent 
than is generally imagined; and gives riſe to 
very obſtinate complaints, whoſe cauſe is often 
firſt diſcovered on diſſection. Theſe ſtones are 
met with of all varieties of figures and colours 
oval, round, cubical, triangular, hexangular, 
octoedral, pyramidal, &c. whitiſh, greyiſh, lead- 
en-coloured, moſt commonly yellowiſh, or yel- 
lowiſh-red, blackiſh-brown, black, greeniſh, ſpot- 
ted and variegated with different colours; ſome- 
times compoſed of a reddiſh brown nucleus, in- 
cruſted with a chalky or gypſeous matter. They 
differ alſo much in degree of conſiſtency ; ſome 
being ſoft and friable, and ſuch are generally 
white, grey, or yellowlb, and very light; others 


more 
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more compact and ſolid, and theſe are for the 
moſt part of a darker colour, and often of a 


>—— ſmooth gloſſy ſurface. Some ſwim in water, and 


others ſink : ſome, which ſwim at firſt, on be- 
ing kept for ſome time in the liquor, fall to the 
bottom; and ſome which ſwim- when entire, 
ſink when broken in pieces. Sometimes the 


«whole gall-bladder has been found filled and di- 


ſtended with one large calculus, weighing ſome 
ounces ; ſometimes with thirty, fifty, eighty, or 
even three hundred ſmall ones of different ſizes, 
They are frequently met with in oxen in the 
hepatic ducts; but in human ſubjeQs they are 
rarely found there. 


The darker 1 ac e * 9 ot 
fire from a candle, and burn almoſt entirely a- 
way with a bright flame like reſin, leaving only 


a ſmall portion of a blackiſh, aſhy, almoſt inſipid 


matter : the whitiſh, aſh-coloured, gypſeous, and 
cretaceous, either do not burn at all, or but 
weakly, and melt on a red-hot iron like wax, 
Some of the ſolid and dark. coloured did not dil. 
ſolve by gentle coction, either in rectified ſpirit 
of wine or in water: of others, of a ſofter kind 


and large ſize, filling nearly the whole cavity of 


the gall- bladder, above one half was diſſolved 
by warm water. The deep yellow friable gall- 
ſtones found 1 in an ox, very difficultly take flame, 

and 
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and change into a black coal, emitting a ſmoke 
which ſmells like that of burning hair: {pirit of 


wine readily extracts from them a yellow tinc- —— 


ture and bitter taſte: water diſſolves alſo a little, 


but gains only a pale yellow colour, and bitteriſh 
talte. * 


Freſh oxes gall is intenſely bitter, a ſingle 
drop communicating a ſenſible bitterneſs to an 
ounce of water. An ounce left on evaporation 


about a dram of a reſin like extract, which burnt 


with a bright flame, leaving about half its weight 
of aſhes; diſſolved difficultly in rectified ſpirit, 
readily in water and in phlegmatic ſpirits; the 
colour yellow, the taſte very bitter. If a fine 
argillaceous and gypſeous matter be intimately 
mixed with the ſoft inſpiſſated gall, the com- 
pound dries into a pretty hard maſs, which burns 
in the ſame manner as the cyſtic ſtones. It may 
be preſumed, therefore, that theſe ſtones are a 


concretion of the groſſer parts of the bile, with 


a fine glutinous or tophaceous ſubſtance. 


The moſt common ſymptoms from gall-ſtones 
are, a continual fixed pain in the right hypo- 
chondre, about the region of the liver, heavy, 
oppreſſive, and ſometimes acute, extending ſome- 
times to the pit of the ſtomach, with an ill co- 
lour of the face, increaſing at certain intervals 

to 
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to a great degree, with gripes all over the belly, 
loſs of appetite, nauſea, retchings, anxiety about 
the præcordia, cardialgic pains, faintings, co- 
ſtiveneſs ; to which at length accedes an obſti- 
nate Andie. Some are teaſed with continual 
gripes for many years: moſt die hydropic. 
Sometimes the pain is obtuſe, with a ſenſe of 
weight in the part; particularly where the cyſt 
is diſtended by ſmall ſoft ſtones. A very acute 
pain, affeding by conſent the remoter parts, the 
arms, c. with ſpaſmodic ſtrictures and convul- 
ſions, accompanied with febrile ſymptoms, may 
be judged to proceed from a large rough ſtone 
lodged in the cyſtic ducts. But the moſt cer- 


tain mark of theſe ſtones is the voiding of them 


by ſtool. Sometimes numerous calculi are 
found in the gall-bladder on diſſection, without 


having been productive of any complaint. 


§ 2. General Method of Cure, with Practical 
Cautions. 


The primary ee during the paroxyſms, 
is, to alleviate the pains and ſpaſmodic ſtrictures, 
by emollients, as oil of almonds, ſpermaceti, 
milk, ſweet whey, emulſions, infuſions or de- 
coctions of marſhmallow-roots, pellitory leaves, 
mallow- flowers, elder- flowers, and red poppies; 
anodynes, as dulcified ſpirit of nitre duly pre- 
pared, 
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pared, the mineral anodyne liquor, extract of Pains 


ſaffron, and of wild poppies ; antiſpaſmodics, as 
powders compoſed of crabs-eyes, cinnabar, ni- 
tre, peony, miſletoe, with a little extract of. ſaf- 
fron; gentle laxatives, of manna, rhubarb, cream 
of tartar; mild glyſters; emollient and carmi- 
native epithems, and bladders full of warm li- 
quor applied to the part. 


In the intervals, we muſt endeavour to open 
the obſtructed duQs, and propel the calculi; by 
infuſions or decoctions, in water, or wine and 
water, of aperient and reſolvent vegetables, as 
the roots of madder, graſs, aſparagus, parſley, 
pimpinella alba, birthwort, turmeric, cichory, 
liquorice; with the addition of rhubarb, ſoluble 
tartar, ſal diureticus or ſal polychreſt, and fyrup 
of marſhmallows ; which taken in proper doſes, 
and duly continued, are found remarkably ſer- 
viceable in the cure of theſe diforders. 


SyLvius, and from him Lancist and Bian- 
CHI, recommend a decoction of graſs-roots, and 
the juice of graſs, as poſſeſſed of a ſpecific pow- 
er of diſſolving - biliary calculi; chiefly from this 
obſervation, that ſheep and oxen are freed by 
feeding on graſs in May from the ſtony concre- 
tions which form in their gall-bladders in the 
winter. A decoction of pareira brava, a root 
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11 lately introduced from Brazil, proves alſo a very 
2. falutary drink both in theſe diſorders and in hu- 
= m ef: two drams of the root are to be 
flightly boiled in a pint of water, and one-third 
of the liquor, ſweetened with a little ſugar, ta- 
ken warm every three hours: an inſtance is gi- 
ver in the French Memoirs 17 ro, of a jaundice 
with gripes and intenſe pain, being cured by 
this method in twenty-four hours. Some re- 
commend powdered millepedes, with neutra] 
falts; as the fat diureticus, ſal polychreſt, vitrio- 
tated and ſoluble tartar, in all obſtructions of the 
hepatic ducts. If all theſe medicines, long con- 
tinued, prove ineffectual; mineral waters, both 
purgative and chalybeate, are the laft reſource; 
the body being previouſly prepared, a plethora 

diminiſhed, or um een indiſpobtion correct 
ed. 


8 3. Hiſtories of Cafes. 


1. A gentleman of fixty-fix, full of blood and 
juices, who had never been blooded, accuſtom- 
ed to high living and the free uſe of wine, ſub- 
je& for ten years, ſometimes to calculous and 
ſometimes to gouty pains, complained for ſome 
years of a violent pain in the region of the blad- 
der, with a great weight in the part, which was 
increaſed by motion; a titillation was perceived 
{ WP” about 


about the pubes and perineum ; the urine came Palas 


away in drops, and could not be retained, look»: 


ed white, turbid, and depoſited a mucous ſedi - 


ment: in the mean time the gouty and nephri- 
tic pains ceaſed, Being at length greatly redu- 
ced and emaciated by the violence of the pain, 
he expired. On diſſection, a ſtone was found 
in the urinary bladder weighing eight ounces 

in the pelvis of the left kidney, a ſtone of the 
conſiſtence of marble, weighing two drams: in 
the gall· bladder, upwards of ſeventy ſtones of 
different ſizes, ſome ſo ſmooth, gloſſy, and beau - 
tifully variegated, as to be worn in rings. 


2. A gentleman of ſixty-five laboured under 
a jaundice and hydropic ſwelling; for which ſe- 
veral kinds of medicines were grven in vain. 
At length he took an infuſion in wine of the 
middle bark of the elder- tree, in a conſiderable” 
doſe: it vomited and purged ſtrongly: by the 
vomitings were thrown up twenty ſtones of dif- 
ferent ſizes, weighing a dram, or a dram and a 
half. The jaundice diſappeared; but the drop - 
ſy continued, and increaſing carried him ofl. 


3. A ſword- maker complained: for two years 
before his death of intolerable gnawings, pains 
and burnings in the præcordia about the right 
hypochondre, as if he had burning coals in his 
Vol., I. T1 body; 
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Part II. body; with an ill colour woſ the fac, vand faint- 
Sedt-I1- ings at times. On diſſection, the. galt bladder 
S—— was found full of calculi: the adjacent parts, 


particularly the colon, part of the duodenum, 
the pylorus, and bottom of the ſtomach, ſtained 
yellow, and their exterior coat corroded. 


4. A nobleman of fifty, of a tender conſtitu- 


tion and melancholic temperament, had an ob- 


ſtinate jaundice, with a fixed pain in the region 


ol the liver: every thing taken into the ſtomach 


was vomited up again, with great anxiety of the 
præcordia: the whole body was tinged yellow: 
the feces grey. Medicines were given both for a- 
bating the pain and ſpaſm, and ſtrengthening the 
ſtomach, but to no purpoſe: ſmall doſes of ar- 
canum duplicatum and the mineral anodyne li- 
quor were the only ones he could bear. Exter- 
nally, an epithem of wormwood, chamomile- 
flowers, and elder- flowers, boiled in red wine, 
was applied frequently to the part affected. By 
degrees, the pain and other ſymptoms abated, 
the urine became red like thick beer, the belly 
looſe, the ſtools white, tophaceous and calcare- 
ous : theſe continued for near a week, and were 
promoted: by: gentle laxatives of manna, rhu- 
barb, and cream of tartar. By ſubjoining mild 
balſamics, a complete cure was obtained in a 
month. 
1 5. The 
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5. The wife of a Jew, aged fifty- five, thin and Fains 


from bil. 


weak, who had long indulged grief, and been ſub- Calculi. 
ject to colic and cardialgie pains ; was ſeized on a . 


ſudden, after taking a purgative, with an acute 
and almoſt intolerable pain in the region of the li- 
ver, and gripes of the inteſtines, with coſtiveneſs, 
which at intervals remitted. On the ſeventh 
day, a jaundice acceded. Ihe ſymptoms having 
continued for near a month, and reduced her 
to the loweſt extremity, notwithſtanding the uſe 
of medicines of the molt efficacious kind; I or- 
dered a ſtrong decoction of turmeric with ſalt 
of tartar, to be mixed with beer for common 
drink; a potion of manna two ounces, cream of 
tartar a dram and a halt, nitre twelve grains, oil of 
almonds an ounce and a half, to be taken in the 
morning at intervals, which procured eight large 
viſcid bilious ſtools; and a bladder full of warm 
oil to be applied to the affected part. In ſome 
days the pain and other ſymptoms abated, and 
the patient recovered. But a like paroxyſm, 
only leſs violent, returned ſeveral times for a 
year, and was always relieved by the ſame me- 
dicines. Both in the paroxyſms and intermiſ- 
ſions, hard globules, like peas, were often void- 
ed by ſtool, The woman is ſtill valetudinary. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


F VoLvuLus, er ILiac PASSION. 


C2. General Hiſtory. 


LIAC paſſion, the chordapſon of the Greeks, 
or volvulus of the Romans, is characterized 


—— by an acute pain of the ſmall inteſtines, with vo- 


miting, and an obſtinate conſtipation of the belly. 


This diſorder is uſually of ſhort duration; pro- 
ving mortal, if no relief is obtained, in a few days: 
on diſſection, the ileum is found convoluted, in 
ſome part inflamed and ſphacelated, and the part 
above the inflammation remarkably diſtended 
with flatulencies. A fever, hard and quick 
pulſe, unquenchable thirſt, toſſing of the body, 
great depreſſion of ſtrength, coldneſs of the ex- 
tremities, ſuppreſſion of urine, and very intenſe 
pains, are marks that an inflammation has come 
on; in which caſe, there are little hopes of 
cure. A ſudden ceſſation of the pain, with ex 
treme weakneſs, faintings, and fetid breath, de 
note the * to be echte. So long as 

there 
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there is no inflammation, if glyſters are admit- Volvulus, 
ted, if the pain and vomiting are not continual, n. nahen - 
but come on at intervals, and if the diſorder ha 


ariſen, not from an inguinal hernia, or an intus- 
ſuſception of the inteſtine, which ſometimes hap- 
pens, but from the inteſtine being obſtructed by 
its contents, we are not to deſpair. If medicines 

given internally begin to procure ſtools, the 
| hopes are ſtill greater. 


$ 2. Method of Cure. 


HippocraTeEs directs the cure to be attempt- 
ed, not irrationally, by ſuppoſitories of conſider- 
able length tipt with ox's gall, and by glyſters; it 
theſe fail, by forcing in air with a large beilows, 
then injeQing a glyſter, and ſetting the patient 


in warm water, the anus being ſtopped by a 


ſponge. He orders the ſtomach to be immedi- 
ately emptied, and blood to be taken from the 
head and arms. 


If the diſorder proceed from an incarcerated 


hernia, as it very frequently does, the principal 


care muſt be to ſoften and reduce the'inteſtine. 
In all caſes, we muſt endeavour to abate vehe- 
ment pains: pain has very powerful effects on 
the animal machine: it is on this that the vomit- 
ing, ſingultus, anxieties, watchfulneſs, fever, de- 
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lirium, ptoſtration of ſtrength, ſtricture of the 
whole inteſtinal canal, and trembling of the ex- 
tremities, depend; all theſe ſymptoms abating 
with the pains. For this purpoſe, I generally 
give, with great ſucceſs, a ſpoonful of weak 
ſpiritous mint- water every hour, with ten or fit- 
teen drops of the mineral anodyne liquor, and a 
little opiate tincture; and apply externally to the 
epigaſtric region a plaſter of equal parts of old 
theriaca and expreſſed oil of nutmegs, with ſome 
eſſential oil of mint, and camphor. The vomit- 


ing or ſingultus being reſtrained, gentle laxatives 


of manna, cream of tartar, and oil of almonds, 
have a greater chance of taking place. 


The iliac paſſion, from whatever cauſe, ſeldom . 
proves mortal, unleſs from an inflammation and 
conſequent mortification of the part. Bleeding 
is neceflary for preventing inflammation, eſpe- 
cially if the patient be plethoric ; and, for reſol- 


ving it when already formed, nitre in doſes of 


fix or eight grains, with one-fourth of a grain of 
camphor. | 


If all theſe remedies fail, the laſt reſource is 
crude quickſilver, which has procured a paſſage 
in deſperate caſes, and may be taken with ſafety 
to the quantity of a pound, 
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1. The ſtronger bee are never to be gi- 
ven, as they increaſe the pains and ſpaſms. 
Glyſters of very warm ſubſtances, and carmina- 
tive ſtomachic eſſences, though ſerviceable in fla- 
tulent colics, ariſing from what the ancients cal- 
led a cold cauſe, are in the iliac paſſion very im- 
pop 


2. Where the ſtrength begins to fail, and 
faintings to come on, mild analeptics may be gi- 
ven; as black cherry, balm, mint, or ſimple cin- 


namon water, or generous wine, by a ſpoonful 
at a time. 


3. Glyſters of warm water with ſyrup of 
_ marſhmallows, are of great ſervice for diſſolving 
the excrement, and relaxing the rigid inteſtines : 
they may be repeated, if the ſtrength will per- 
mit, every two hours. 


4. When the anus is ſo much conſtringed as 
not to admit the pipe of a glyſter or bellows, we 
muſt endeavour to procure a relaxation by warm 
fomentations, and to inject warm oil by a ſlender 


pipe. 
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Part l. F. The warm bath is proper in the decline; and, 


Chas — in many caſes, may be employed alſo with ad- 


* bee at the beginning. 


6. For abatirig violent pains, opiates may be 
— with ſafety, provided the ſtrength con- 
tinues, a plethora has been diminiſhed, and 
there are no ſymptoms of mortification. 
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chHAPTER V. 


Of Pains of the IxxESTIN ES, particularly 
FLATULENT and SPASMODIC CoLIics... 


$ 1. General Hiſtory. 


"HE whole inteſtinal canal is ſubject to pains 
and ſpaſms, from flatulencies or irritating 
matters. In flatulent pains, the abdomen is 
diſtended, ſometimes ſo much that the pain 
is increaſed from the touch: there are inſtances 
even of an umbilical hernia from the great di- 
ſtenſion: the pain is acute, the belly bound; if 
the ſtomach alſo be inflated, the breathing be- 
comes difficult, and eructations happen at times, 
with ſome little relief: cardialgic paſſions and 
fruitleſs retchings accede. In ſpaſmodic or con- 
vulfive colics, the belly is compreſſed, the navel 
drawn inwards, the anus conſtringed ſo as ſcarce 
to admit a glyſter-pipe : there is alſo an intenſe 
pain in the loins, a ſtrong contraction of the peri- 
toneum and abdominal muſcles, coldneſs of the 
extremities, tremor, ſhivering, hard contracted 
pulſe, extreme anxiety, and at times faintings 
ſupervene. 
Flatulent 
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Flatulent pains are to be diſtinguiſhed from 
flatulencies of the inteſtines: the former happen 


H from a ſimple relaxation of the parts, chiefly in 


the aged and weak, and thoſe who uſe too free- 
ly cold inflating foods; and are readily carried 
off by eructations, or a ſolution of the belly: the 
latter are always accompanied with ſome confi. | 
derable injury of the inteſtines, productive of 
more troubleſome ſymptoms, and more difficult. 
ly removed. 


Spaſmodic colics. agree in many ſymptoms 
with nephritic Pains. They differ, in the pain 
not being ſo acute, or fixed in the loins, or ex- 


tending along the tract of the ureters; in being 


accompanied with no remarkable ſtimulus to 
urine, nor the urine being, thin and watery, or 

depoſiting any ſandy matter; in the belly being 
more obſtinately bound, and the pain abating 


| when. doeh 3 are procured by: a. ghyſter, 


The cauſe of inteſtinal pains does not he 


in the very part where the pain is perceived, for 


an inteſtine cannot be inflated without an ob- 
ſtruction in ſome other part; flatulencies are 
often generated without obſtructions, but theß 
create no pain ſo long as they find an exit. In 
ſpaſms or obſtructions of any part of the ſmall 
inteſtines, from ſcrotal herniæ, worms, indurated 

feces, 
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feces, or other cauſes, or where the excrements 
ſtagnate in the origin of the colon, the pain and 
diſtenſion are about the navel. Where the rec- 
tum- or lower part of the colon is affeQed, the 
inflation is all along the large flexure of the colon 
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in the left hypochondre towards the ſpleen, and 


likewiſe that which reaches under the ſtomach 
towards the liver. In hypochondriacal and hy- 


ſteric perſons, ſpaſmodic ſtrictures are moſt fre- 


quent in the origin of the jejunum, or extremity 
of the duodenum, trom the vicinity of the upper 
meſenteric and intercoſtal branch: in this caſe, 
a pain is felt in the loins, the duodenum and ſto- 
mach are inflated, and the free motion of the 
diaphragm is impeded ; whence an anxiety. of 
the præcordia, ſtraitneſs in breathing, impetuous 
and often almoſt endleſs. eructations. On diſ- 
ſecting thoſe. who had died of ſpaſmodic colics, I 
have ſeveral times obſerved the lower portion of 
the colon coiled and twiſted like a rope, and the 
{mall inteſtines diſtended to the thickneſs: of 
the arm. 


Inteſtinal pains are common to perſons of all 
ages and conſtitutions ; molt fo to children, wo- 
men, the aged and weak. They differ in their 
cauſe, appearances, degree of violence and of 
danger. The common flatulent colic ariſes 
chiefly from a retention of indurated feces, 

| where 
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where the inteſtines are lax or weak, the feet or 
belly expoſed to cold, or where ſweet, ferment- 


able, flatulent, aſtringent foods have been taken 


whilſt the belly was coſtive. Another kind of colic, 
called bi/ious, proceeds from acrid, corrupted, bili- 
ous humours, accumulated in the ſmall inteſtines, 
particularly the duodenum, from violent paſſion, - 
immoderate external heat, or ſpiritous liquors : 
this is accompanied with hoarſeneſs of the voice, 
cardialgia, loathing of food, bilious vomitings, 
fingultus, febrile heat, reſtleſſneſs, great thirſt, 
bitteriſh taſte in the mouth, high-coloured urine 
in ſmall quantity, and ſometimes frequent bili- 
ous ſtools. Scorbutic and gouty perſons are 
ſubje& to a violent colic from a retention or 
tranſlation of the noxious humour: this is 
of the ſpaſmodico-convulfive kind, threatens in- 
flammation, and rarely ceaſes till the matter is 
propelled to the external parts. A fpaſmodico- 
convulſive colic is ſometimes alſo occaſioned by 
an accumulation of blood in the coats of the m- 
teſtines, from menſtrual or hæmorrhoidal ob- 
ſtructions; and is denominated, according to the 
preceding cauſe, ſanguine, hyſteric, or hæmorrhoi- 
dal. Saturnine fumes bring on moſt exquiſite 
colic pains, and conſtipations of the belly, which 
ſcarcely yield either to laxatives or glyſters, 
with a retraction of the navel, extreme reſtlef- 
neſs, conſtant retchings, and ſpaſms of the 

limbs : 
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limbs: this diſorder is often of long conti- Flatulenr 


nuance, and apt to terminate in a pareſis, a true 
palſy, or ſpaſmodic aſthma. The fame effects 
have been obſerved from the internal uſe of the 
ſaturnine tinctures, and from wines ſophiſticated: 
with litharge. There are alſo chronical colics, 
continuing for many weeks, and ſometimes for 


& ſpaſmo- 
dic Cohics. 
— — 


a whole year, but with remiſſions and exacerba- 


tions at intervals: diſſection ſhews the cauſe to 


be a coarctation or conſtriction of ſome of the 


inteſtines, from a ſcirrhus or callofity of the 
part. 


8 2. Method of Cure. 


1, Colics from menſtrual or hæmorrhoidal ob- 
ſtructions, with great heat and a quick pulſe, 
eſpecially in plethoric perſons, are to be treated 
with veneſection in the foot, emollient glyſters, 
antiſpaſmodie nitrous powders, with a little cin- 
nabar and caſtor, the mineral anodyne liquor 
with tincture of caſtor and dulcified fpirit of fal 
ammoniac, and pediluvia. In the intermiſſions, 
we muſt endeavour to bring back the hæmor- 
rhage, by mineral waters, pediluvia, exerciſe, 
balfamic pills, infuſions of carminative'and ute- 

rine 1 with a proper yer | 


2. Bilious der are to he! treated nearly in 
the ſame manner. One of the beſt medicines 
| 18 
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is a nitrous powder, with a drop or two of oil 
of milfoil, and a little ſyrup of white poppies 
and dulcified ſpirit of nitre, given in chamomile- 
water, which is one of the beſt vehicles in all 
abdominal pains. In this kind of colic, medi- 
cines ſhould be taken rather cool than warm; 
and hot infuſions, a ſudorific regimen, and warm 
baths, abſtained from: the drinking of plain 
cold water has ſometimes removed the diſorder. 
This caution, is to be particularly attended to 


where the diſeaſe has ariſen from paſſion. 


3. Fixed tenſive pains in either hypochondre, 


or under the {tomach, proceed from flatulencies 


or indurated excrements in the colon. The 
medicines are, emollient, diſcutient, corroborant 
glyſters; and emollient carminative liniments 
applied to the part affected. After ſtools have 
been procured, and the flatulencies expelled, 
give balſamic pills, with the interpoſition of 
manna, cream of tartar, or ſal diureticus, and a 
ſpoonful or two of oil of almonds. 


4. Where the rectum and part of the colon 
are ſtrongly conſtringed, ſo as not conveniently 


to receive a glyſter; foment the whole abdo- 


men with warm oils, as the oils by decoCtion of 
chamomile, dill and rue, and animal fats, which 
are alſo to be. n as ſoon as they can be 

6 admitted- 
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admitted. The ſpaſm being thus relaxed, give 
a decoction of manna with the falts and oil a- 
bove mentioned. 


5. Flatulent colies, from a laxity and debility 
of the inteſtines, and groſs flatulent foods, bear 
the warmer carminatives, as the ſpiritous waters 
of caraway-ſeeds, cardamoms, orange- peel, cha- 
momile- flowers; ſaturated tincture of orange- 
peel, with ſome ſpirit of ſal ammoniac; the 
mineral anodyne liquor with the balſamum 
vitæ; wine impregnated with warm aroma- 
tics; a carminative liquor, compoſed of the 
mineral anodyne liquor, or dulcified ſpirit of 


nitre, eſſence of orange-peel, tincture of tartar, 


each three drams, ſpirit of fal ammoniac one 
dram, diſtilled oils of caraway-ſeeds, cummin- 
ſeeds, citron- peel, and chamomile- flowers, each 
fix drops; the doſe may be from thirty to 
fifty drops. Warm bricks are likewiſe applied 
with advantage to the belly, or warm bags of 
oats, common ſalt, caraway-ſeeds, millet- ſeeds, 
bay-berries and juniper-berries. 


6, In colics from the repulſion of exanthema- 
tous, critical, or gouty humours, we can at- 
tempt nothing more than to promote a gentle 
diaphoreſis, by a ſaturated tincture of ſcordium 
made in ſpirit. of elder-flowers not highly recti- 
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fed, mixed with half its quantity of the mineral 


anodyne liquor, and given from thirty to forty. 


w—— drops twice a-day in ſome warm infuſion; and 


bezoardic powders, with a little nitre, cinnabar, 
and lemon-juice, at bed-time; not omitting e- 
mollient glyſters. 


7. Colics from worms, in children, require 


- bladders of warm liquor, or decoctions in milk 


of emollient and paregoric plants, as the flowers 
of elder, chamomile, melilot and mullein, fœ- 
nugreek· ſeeds, dill· ſeeds, aniſe-ſeeds, and ſaffron, 
to be applied to the belly; glyſters of the ſame 
ingredients; internally, tincture of rhubarb and 
tanſy; which laſt is truly a ſpecific anthelmin- 
thic; and water boiled with quickfilver. Theſe 
medicines will ſometimes bring away cluſters of 
worms which had ſtraitened the inteſtines, and 
abate at once the pain and other ſymptoms. 


8. Diſtenſions of the hæmorrhoidal veſſels, 
commonly called the blind piles, produce an ex- 
quiſite pain in the rectum, affecting by conſent” 
almoſt the whole body. In this caſe, a vein is 
to be opened, not in the foot, but in the arm. 
There are two external medicines which I have 
found remarkably ſerviceable: one is a liniment 
compoſed of three drams of ſpermaceti, one 


dram of oil of henbane, fix grains of camphor, 


. and 
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and ten grains of ſaffron, to be anointed warm Flatulent 
on the ſwellings : the other, an epithem of ſu- <iP2imo* 


gar of lead, camphorated ſpirit of wine, and 
lime-water diluted with roſe and elder- flower 
water, to be applied warm with linen - cloths. 


9. With regard to the ſaturnine colics, ſo 
pernicious to thoſc who work in metals, no bet- 
ter preſervative has been found than fat broth 
taxen in the mornings. Ihe cure is to be ef- 
tected by oil of almonds taken plentifully, with 
or without a decoction of manna; and by oily 
glyſters. A pareſis ſucceeding the inteſtinal 
pains, requires warm bathing; after which, the 
ſpine and belly are to be anointed with a lini- 


ment of axungia, expreſſed oil of nutmegs, oil 


ef henbane, ſaffron, and oil of roſemary. 


$ 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. In ſpaſmodic and convulſive colics, where 
the belly is obſtinately bound, avoid all acrid 
purgatives, and glyſters prepared from them. 
| have known them bring on an inflammation 
and death, 


2. Where the belly has been long bound, and 
the inteſtines are ſtuffed with indurated excre- 
ments, a ſingle glyſter will not ſuffice : it is often 
neceſſary to inject two or three in an hour, 
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3. Sometimes the rectum is ſo ſtrongly plug- 
ged up with indurated feces, that the exit of fla- 


— tulencies or ſcybala is entirely precluded. In 


| ſuch caſe, the anus is to be fomented with emol- 
. Hent liquids ; the inteſtine ſtimulated by unctu- 


ous and faline ſuppoſitories, and the feces ſoften- 
ed by the injection of emollient decoctions, with 
ſome ounces of oil, and a proper quantity ot 
* - 


4. The ſmoke of tobacco, received through a 
pipe, is ſuppoſed to be ſuperior to almoſt every 


other kind of medicine for procuring a paſſage. 


I cannot myſelf vouch for its happy effects in 
human ſubjects; but I know it to be of remark- 
able efficacy in the conſtipations of horſes. 1. 
have known alſo ſome common people cured in 


an inſtant of violent gripes, by ſwallowing the 
ſmoke of tobacco. 


5. In all violent inteſtinal pains, the warmer 
carminatives and ſudorifics, and hot baths, be- 
fore the belly has been opened, are extremely 
prejudicial ; as they propel the acrid bilious 
matter into the blood; whence the anxieties are 
increaſed, and not unfrequently palſies, contrac- 
tions of the limbs, hectic fevers, convulſions or 
epilepſies, are brought on. 


6. In 


WW 
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6. In the aged and weak, or where a long 
continuance of violent pains has depreſſed the 
ſtrength, forbear to give opiates. The ſame 
caution muſt be obſerved, where the body, from 
great debility, is bathed in ſweat: opium in ſuch 


caſes has brought on palſies, both true and ſpu- 


rious, or internal mortifications. 


7. Nevertheleſs, in hypochondriacal and hy- 


ſteric diſorders, or violent coughs, accompanied 


with intenſe gripes, ſmall doſes of opiates are 
uſefully joined to purgatives: the pains and 
ſpaſms being allayed by the opium, the purga- 
tive will take place more effectually. 


8. Periodic colics, which often return with 


the north winds of March and October, ſeem to 
ariſe from an accumulation of blood in the coats 
of the inteſtines; the regurgitating blood being 
at thoſe ſeaſons accumulated alſo in the hæmor- 
rhoidal veſſels. The prevention is therefore to 
be effected by veneſection; in the foot, if the 
patient has been accuſtomed to hæmorrhoidal 
diſcharges; if otherwiſe, in the arm. 


9. Hypochondriacal and kemorrhoidal per- 
ſons, are almoſt perpetually afflicted with flatu- 
lencies and pains of the ſtomach and inteſtines. 
if neither domeſtic nor pharmaceutical remedies 
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give relief, the laſt reſource is mineral waters ; 
whoſe effects muſt be aſſiſted by moderate ex- 


erciſe and a proper diet. 


10. Pains of the inteſtines and loins in child- | 
bed, from an inſufficiency of the lochia, are to 
be treated with caution ; being apt to be follow- 
ed by exanthematous fevers, which, if they a- 
rife to any great height, generally prove mortal. 


If medicines fail of procuring the neceſſary ute- 


rine evacuations, ſome blood muſt be taken 
from the foot ; after which 1 have many times 
obſerved the lochia immediately * and the 
pain totally ceaſe. 


§ 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 
1. A lady, full of blood and juices, robuſt 


and healthful, about two years after the ceſſa · 


tion of the menſes, having received a fright ſoon 
after a violent fit of paſſion, had a reſtleſs night, 
and complained next day of an extreme cold- 
neſs of the lumbar region, and a pain ſo intenſe 
that ſhe could ſcarcely ſtand upright. In a little 
time, a ſhivering and chilneſs of the external 
parts came on; followed by gripes in the belly, 
and great anxieties of the præcordia. The 
ſpine was ſuppoſed to be luxated; but attempts 
to reduce it exaſperated the pain, On the third 
day, 
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day, after a reſtleſs night, cardialgic anxieties 
acceded, with an extreme difficulty of breathing, 
and ineffectual retchings to vomit : the pulſe 
was quick and hard, the feet cold, the urine in 
ſmall quantity, the belly bound. I ordered gly- 
ſters, which did little ſervice, and nine ounces 


of blood to be taken from the foot ; on which 


the pain of the back, cardialgiæ and retchings 
remarkably abated; but the pungent pain about 
the right hypochondre, with the inflation and 
conſtipation of the belly, continued. Carmina- 
tive glyſters and emollient fomentations were 
repeated: internally were given, oil of almonds 
in water-gruel, in which chamomile-flowers had 
been boiled ; antiſpaſmodic and bezoardic pow- 
ders, with nitre, cinnabar, and a drop of eſſen- 
tial oil of chamomile ; and the mineral anodyne 
liquor, with one-fourth of tincture of caſtor. 
Stools were obtained by the glyſters, but the 
ſymptoms did not yield : the belly was alternate- 
ly inflated, fo as ſcarce to bear being touched, 
and conſtringed, with a retraction of the navel : 
the difficulty of urine continued ; and a pain be- 
gan at the firſt vertebra of the loins in the right 
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ſide, On the ſeventh day, a mixture of acrid 


tincture of antimony, the mineral anodyne li- 
quor, each half an ounce, ſpirit of tartar two 
drams, anodyne eſſence twelve drops, was given 
in doſes of thirty drops every three hours, in 

KEY chamomile, 
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Part II. d 2 £lder-flower and black cherry-wa- 

Chap. 3. ters. A profuſe ſweat broke out all over the 

= body, which continued during the night, and 
gave great relief: the pulſe and urine appeared 
natural, and appetite and ſleep returned; but 
the pain did not as yet yield. Polychreſt pills, 
with the interpoſition of digeſtive ſalts, brought, 
away large quantities of fetid putrid feces, and 
the patient, by degrees, gained ltrength, and re- 
covered. | | 


2. A gentleman, of a tenſe habit and ſeden- 
tary ſtudious life, complained for three years of 
pains in the back and belly, and a failure: of ap- 
petite and ſtrength. Medicines were given for 
promoting an hæmorrhoidal diſcharge : no blood, 
but confiderable quantities of tenacious whitiſh 
matter were voided at times. After a journey, 
he was ſeized with exquiſite pungent pains in 
the right hypochondre under the groin,  follow- 
ed by a tumour of the part, which at length 
: deſcended into the ſcrotum. By the uſe of cer- 
tain medicines, ſome blood was diſcharged once 
from the anus, with relief, but the flux, after 
ceaſing for a year, could not be brought back. 
. The pains continued, notwithitanding veneſec- 
tion in the foot; and increaſed on riſing and 
walking about a little, or expoſure to cool air. 
There was an acute pain in the umbilical region, 

and 
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and an uneaſy ſenſation, as of a large bullet in 
the part, ſo violent at times that he could ſcarce- 
ly ſtand upright: often, from the diſtenſion of 
the prolapſed inteſtines, and pains and ſpaſms in 
the hypochondres, back and thighs, the body 
became contracted and rigid, inſomuch that he 
could not move. The belly was obſtinately 
bound, fo as to give no exit to flatulencies, nor 
admit glyſters. The pains began about eight 
in the morning, continued till noon, and went 
off in vomiting : they were accompanied with 
great languor, loſs of appetite, night-[weats, an- 
xiety of the præcordia, a dry cough, great ema- 
ciation, and a ſuppreſſion of urine, I ordered 
an antiſpaſmodic powder, ' compoſed of crabs- 
eyes, nitre, cinnabar and caſtor; the mineral 
anodyne liquor, with a ſmall portion of Buſſius's 
bezoardie ſpirit; the viſceral elixir at meals; a 
fomentation for the anus, of common water and 
aqua hirudinum ; the Seltzer waters with a little 
wine, or ptiſan, for common drink; the belly 
to be kept open by emollient oily glyſters; the 
Caroline waters next ſpring, and after theſe the 
Toeplitz baths. He recovered. 


3. A gentleman of forty, choleric and prone 
to paſſion, accuſtomed to groſs foods and ſpirit- 
ous liquors, on returning from a journey in 
very cold weather, complained of a pain of the 
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loins, gripes, and a conſtipation of the belly, 


which had eluded three glyſters: a preternatu- 


ral heat, great thirſt and watchfulneſs were join- 
ed. By repeated glyſters, at firſt emollient and 
afterwards carminative, a decoction of manna 
with oil of almonds, and a mixture of mint-wa- 
ter, dulcificd ſpirit of nitre, ſyrup of white pop- 
pies and a nitrous powder, the diſorder was re- 
moved. In a fortnight or leſs it returned ; and 
being then alſo removed, it again returned fo 
violently as to endanger his life : the pain was in- 
tenſe and continual, with great heat, unquench- 
able thirſt, faintings, and vomiting of every 


thing taken, except cold water impregnated with 
a little new hot bread: glyſters procured no 


paſſage, nor did any kind of medicines give re- 


lief. As the patient had been extremely redu- 


ced by conſtant watchfulneſs for five days toge- 
ther, I ordered an anodyne epithem to be ap- 


| plied all over the head, compoſed of roſes, el- 


der- flowers, lavender-flowers, each three pugils, 
white poppy- ſeeds, henbane-ſeeds, dill-ſeeds, nut- 
megs, peach-kernels, each a dram and a half, ſaf. 
fron one dram, boiled in milk. He ſlept calm- 
ly all night, loſt his pains, retchings and other 
complaints, and the belly now yielded to a ſup- 
poſitory: ſtomachics and corroborants comple- 
ted the cure. Relapſes were prevented by bleed- 


ing twice or thrice a- year; abſtinence from 


groſs 
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mon drink, water impregnated with bread hot 
from the oven; and taking before and after 
meals for a twelvemonth, a ſtomachic mixture 
compoſed of Wedelius's carminative eſſence half 
an ounce, eflence of caſcarilla a dram and a half, 
and Sylvius's oily ſpirit fixty drops. 


4. In the monaſtery of Hammerſleb, ſeveral 
_ perſons, from early attendance at divine ſervice 
in very cold weather, were long afflicted with 
violent gripes and conſtipations of the belly; 
which in ſome had produced inguinal and ſcro- 
tal herniæ, in others had gone off and left a 
numbneſs and palſy of the hands. They were 
all corpulent, of a ſanguine complexion, lived 
high, and indulged in wine: thoſe who lived morg 
ſparingly, eſcaped. I ordered bleeding; ptiſan 
with a little wine for drink; refrigerants and 
mild carminatives, particularly ſpiritus nitri dul- 
cis, and nitre with crabs-eyes and ſaffron; and 
in the ſpring, which was coming on, the Pyr- 
mont and Egra waters: for the paralytic diſor- 
der, warm baths, and a liniment of Anhalt wa- 
ter, volatile ſpirits, expreſſed oil of nutmegs, 
camphor and caltor. They recovered. 


5. A widow lady, aſter a ſuppreſſion of the 
menſes from a fright, was ſeized with violent 
| . pains 
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pains of the belly. Oily glyſters ſharpened with 
falts, and carminative ſedative mixtures, in which 
the principal ingredient was fpiritus nitri dulcis, 
had no effect. On drinking freely of cold wa- 
ter, the body being well covered, a profuſe 
ſweat broke out, followed by a calm fleep, and 
total cellation of the pain. 


6. A young man, after the ſuppreſſion of a vi- 
rulent gonorrhea, by ſaturnines and other aſtrin- 
gents, complained of violent pains and conſtipa- 
tion of the belly, which felt hard and tenſe, with 
loſs of appetite, reſtleſſneſs, tremors and ſpaſms 
of the limbs. By frequent oily glyſters, an in- 
fuſion of manna in whey acuated with ſalts, fat 
broths, mild carminatives, and warm bathing, a 


cure was obtained in nine days. 


7. A man about thirty, 4. and corpulent, 
after quarrelling when in liquor, walking home 
in cold weather, and eating plentifully of fat pork, 
was ſcized with a looſeneſs; which being check- 


ed by cold, violent pains of the belly, loins, and 


hypochondres, ſucceeded, with obſtinate coſtive- 
neſs, coldneſs and tremor of the limbs, extreme 
anxiety and reſtleſſneſs, internal ſtraitneſs and 
conſtriction of the præcordia, and at length 
a pain and ſpaſm of the knee. He was cured 
by water-gruel in which chamomile and elder- 

flowers 
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flowers had been boiled, with Epſom falt; nitre, 
and oil of almonds, taken at times; emollient 
oily glyſters; carminatives and anodynes ; and 
frequent warm bathing. 


8. His ſerene highneſs , in the flower of 
age, of a good habit and full of blood, ſubject in 
youth to hæmorrhages from the noſe, laboured 
for near a year under violent arthritic pains and 
gripes of the inteſtines, by which he was great- 


ly weakened and emaciated. Balſamic pills and 


other medicines were employed for promoting 
an hæmorrhoidal flux, to which there appeared 
ſome diſpoſition, but which never duly ſueceed- 
ed. After a journey, an eryſipelatous tumour 
appeared on one foot, which ſwelled to three 
times the ſize of the other; and next day he was 
ſeized with intolerable pains of the belly. Emol- 
lient and carminative glyſters, liniments, pow- 
ders of diaphoretic antimony, crabs- eyes, nitre, 
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and ſalt of wormwood, veneſection in the foot, 


did little ſervice. On applying leeches to the 
anus, the pains abated, and by degrees went en- 
tirely off. He then went to the Caroline waters; 
and, after drinkigg, and bathing the affected 
foot, for four weeks, returned in perfect health. 
Next year he repeated the courſe of the waters, 
and continues free both from the gouty com- 


plaints and colic. 
9. Cal- 
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9. Calculous pains, the imprudent ſuppreſſion 
of — fluxes and intermittent fevers, are apt 


. to weaken the tone of the inteſtines, and bring 


on coſtiveneſs, flatulencies, rumblings of the 
belly, eructations, obſtinate and of long con- 
tinuance. I have cured many caſes of this kind 
by giving laxative balſamic pills twice a- week in 
the morning, aperient ſalts being premiſed at 
night; and Wedelius's carminative eſſence, with 
half its quantity of tinQure of caſcarilla, and one 
part of ſpiritus de tribus, in ſome convenient 
vehicle, twice a-day. 


I have often obſerved alſo flatulent colic 
pains and coſtiveneſs, with rumblings and eruc- 
tations, an oppreſſion and weight at the præcor- 
dia, from a ſtricture of the ſphincter ani. Strong 
ſtrainings to ſtool are here, at beſt, ineffectual: 
they ſqueeze out a mucous matter like whites of 
eggs, ſometimes occaſion a falling down of the 
rectum, and ſometimes even an inguinal hernia, 
Suppoſitories, eſpecially thoſe of the ſtimulating 
kind, exaſperate the pain and other ſymptoms. 
The cure is to be effected by emollient glyſters, 
abſorbent nitrous powders, infuſions of manna 
with cream of tartar, and, in plethoric habits, 
veneſection. | 
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10. Inteſtinal pains are often joined to miliary Flatulene, 
fevers, eſpecially where improper regimen or 3 
medicines have repelled or prevented the due 
eruption of the noxious matter. Nor is the hu- 
mour eaſily brought forth again. The expulſion 
is to be attempted by mild diaphoretic powders 
given in repeated doſes with a little nitre and 
cinnabar, the mineral anodyne liquor ſharpened. 
with a few drops of Buſſius's ſpirit, and decoc- 


tions of emollient and diapnoic plants uſed for 
drink. 


In thoſe who are ſubject to chronical ſcor- 
butic miliary eruptions, colic pains frequently 
return at intervals, without any effloreſcence on 
the ſkin. For the prevention of theſe, I have 
found nothing more effectual than a courſe of 


mineral waters in the ſpring, with one third of 
milk. 


Pains of the inteſtines in an advanced age, if 
conſiderably intenſe and laſting, 1 have general- 
ly obſerved to prove fatal. Aged people there- 

fore ſhould be cautious in regard to the non- 
naturals, and abſtain from every thing that may 
give riſe to theſe complaints. 


Bilious colics, particularly thoſe which happen 
from paſſion, and ſucceed tertian fevers, are like- 
wile 
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wiſe full of danger: if improperly treated by 
purgatives, emetics, ſudorifics, or too great ex- 


- ternal heat, they are apt to bring on an inflam- 
mation of the ſmall inteſtines, with anxieties and 


convulſions, which generally carry off the pa- 


tient on the day of the paroxyſm. The beſt re- 


medies are foft diluents and gentle laxatives ; 
whey, water-gruel, decoction of chamomile- 
flowers, emulſions, abſorbent powders with nitre 


and rhubarb, and emollient glyſters. 


CHATP- 
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CHAPTER VL 


Of Pains from CALCULUS in the KIDNEY. 


§ 1. General Hiſtory. 


IrHiasis RENALISs, or the affection which 
ariſes from a calculus firmly impacted in 

the urinary paſſages leading to the bladder, ts 
one of the moſt painful diſeaſes to which man- 
kind are ſubjeted. On the firſt attack, it is 
often dithcult to diſtinguiſh it from other pains 
in the region of the loins. Severe pains there 
frequently ariſe from rheumatic affections, from 
accidental blows, and from ſpaſmodic affections 


of the inteſtinal canal. When the pain ariſes 


from calculus, it is chiefly diſtinguiſhed by nau- 
ſea and vomiting, by a diſcharge of ſandy mat- 


ter with the urine, and by titillation at the point 


of the penis, retraction of the teſticle, and ſtupor 
of the thigh. 


It is remarkable, that calculi even of a large 
ſize, and furniſhed with conſiderable ramifica- 


tions, will ſometimes remain for years in the kid- 


ney, 
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ney, without being productive of any great un- 
eaſineſs. But as ſoon as by any accident they 
are moved from tlieir original poſition, the moſt 
diſtreſſing ſymptoms enſue. Beſides chilneſs, 
ſhivering, nauſea, vomiting, retention of urine, 
and bound belly, they frequently induce difficul- 
ty of breathing, conſtant reſtleſſneſs, great loſs 
of ſtrength, ſyncope, convulſions, epilepſy, and 
even fatal iſchuria. And the pain felt by the pa- 
tient has the ſame ſenſation as would ariſe from 
a deep cut with a ſharp knife along the courſe 
of the ſpine into the bladder. TW 


Many cauſes have the effect of altering the 
poſition of ſtones formerly retained in the kid- 
ney without any inconvenience. Among theſe 
are juſtly enumerated, violent agitation of mind 
from anger; ſudden motion of the body by 
riding, either on horſeback, or in a carriage; the 
application of cold, particularly from the north 
wind, to the region of the loins, and the uſe of 
acrid diuretics. Often alſo very ſevere pains 


from calculi are begun by flatulent colics, and 


by thoſe ſpaſms of the inteſtinal canal, which are 
common to hypochondriac, hyſteric, and hæ- 
morrhoidal patients. 


Among the cauſes giving a diſpoſition to the 


| N of calculi in the kidney, the ſanguine 


temperament 
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temperament has remarkable influence. Thus 
females of a lax habit, indulging in liberal diet, 
and employing but little exerciſe, are very liable 
to calculus after the menſtrual flux leaves them. 
And among males, thoſe who, in youth, have 
been liable to hemorrhage from the noſe, to 
pain of the head, and to the hæmorrhoidal flux, 
are moſt affected with calculi in advanced life, 
when theſe are removed or diminiſhed. It muſt 
alſo be added, that there is perhaps hardly any 


affection more frequently tranſmitted from pa- 


rents to children, than calculus. Often, like- 
wiſe, arthritic and rheumatic affections termi- 
nate in nephritic complaints. In ſome ' caſes 
they alternate with them, although it happens 


not unfrequently that a patient is at once di- 
ſtreſſed with both. Ly 


Experience demonſtrates, that all nephritic 
complaints, ſuch as obſtruction, inflammation, 
and ulceration, are more difficultly cured in old 
than in young patients. When the pain has 
continued violent for feveral days and nights 
without intermiſſion ; when the ſtrength fails, 
and the urine is entirely obſtructed, with cold- 
neſs of the extremities, and ſubſultus tendinum, 
death may be conſidered as at hand. And the 
caſe is always unfavourable where a ſtone ſticks 
long in the ureter : for the appetite for food and 

Vor.l. > LI digeſtion 
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digeſtion are then entirely deſtroyed ; the pa- 
tient is diſtreſſed with nauſea and vomiting, and 


S—— at length heQic fever, accompanied with a wa- 


ſting of fleſh and ſtrength, accelerates the death 
of the patient. 


When the diſeaſe has continued for a long 
time, and ulceration has taken place, patients 
are for the moſt part cut off by the tabes rena. 
lis. But ſometimes the diſeaſe proves more 
ſuddenly fatal, from inflammation of the kid- 
ney, propagated even to the inteſtines and ſto. 
mach, and ſometimes from total iſchuria, giving 
riſe to hydrops PERO, lethargy or convuls 


ſions. | 


§S 2. Method of Cure. 


The method of treatment of nephritic affec- 
tions is very different during the acceſſion, from 
what it is during the intervals. In the former, 


the great aim of the practitioner muſt be, to 


promote the expulſion of the ſtone without un- 
eaſineſs; and, in the latter, to prevent the ge- 


1 of calculous matter. 


"While the — exacerbation of ſymptoms 
continues, the firſt objects of attention are, to 
mitigate the violence of the pain, and allay the 

: ſpaſmodic 


w \ 


— * 


* 
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foaſmodic affeQions, which not only attick the 


kidney and neighbouring parts, but by conſent 
affect alſo the whole ſyſtem. One of the uſeful 


and approved remedies for theſe purpoſes, is the 
mineral anodyne liquor, and when any objec- 


tion occurs to it, recourſe may be had to the 
ſpirit of nitre. Theſe are moſt conveniently 
exhibited in ſome ſedative water, as the aqua 
ceraſorum nigrorum, papaveris Rhoeados, or 
primulæ veris. They may allo be conveniently 
given in a few ſpoonfuls of pure and recent oil of 
almonds. Emulſions alſo, of ſweet almonds, 
prepared with the waters mentioned above, and 
ſweetened with a ſufficient quantity of the ſyrup 
of white poppies, are uſeful with the ſame inten- 
tion. Where theſe meaſures fail, recourſe muſt 
be had to opium properly corrected, as under 
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the form of the liquid laudanum of Sydenham, 


or theriaca. Nitre alſo, mixed with emulſion 
or whey, is often of great ſervice. But when 
the ſeverity of the pains and. ſpaſms is almoſt | in- 
tolerable, beſides internal, recourſe muſt be had 
alſo to external remedies; and, among theſe, 
ſurpriſing relief is often obtained from emollient 


and oily glyſters. Tepid bathing, as recom- 


mended by HIPPOSRATESs and the earlieſt me- 
dical writers, is alſo productive of the beſt ef. 
fects. And it has been found by experience, 
that benefit has often been derived from the ex- 

L12 ternal 
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- ternal application of emollient hniments to the 


part moſt pained. 


When, by. the proper uſe of theſe remedies, 
a remiſſion of the ſpaſm and pain is obtained, 
the pulſe becomes flower and ſofter, a gentle 
moiſture is diffuſed over. the whole body, and 
there i is a free diſcharge of flatus. In this ſitua- 
tion, the expulſion of the ſtone is with due cau- 
tion to be attempted. This intention is often 
accompliſhed by the liberal uſe of an infufion of 
veronica, carrot-{ced, or liquorice-root, eſpeci- 
ally if conjoined with gentle agitation of the 


body. Sometimes alſo, benefit is derived from 


mother of pearl, or burnt egg-ſhells, with citron- 
juice, given 1n any proper vehicle. 


83 Method of | Prevention. 


The prevention of this diſcaſe is often in the 
beginning no difficult matter; but if it be al- 
lowed to make great progreſs, all the remedies 


that can be uſed with that intention will be but 


of little avail. At the commencement, moderate 
blood- letting and due exerciſe are often of great 
ſervice. But nothing is of equal efficacy with 
the liberal uſe of diluent drinks. Different mi- 
neral waters, particularly the Seltzer water, and 
whey copiouſly drunk, are often productive of 

the 
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the beſt effects. When there has been a long 
continued and frequent regeneration of calculi, 
infuſions of vulnerary and aftringent herbs, as 
thoſe of the hedera terreſtris, parietaria, and ju- 
niper-berries, perſiſted in for a due length of 
time, have often been productive of a cure. 
The fame articles may be allo advantageouſly 
employed under the form of an eleQuary made 
with honey, which of itſelf poſſeſſes conſolida- 
ting and balſamic virtues, very favourable in 
affcQions of the kidneys. _ 


The uſe of different alkalines, ſuch as crabs- 
eyes, or egg- hells, either ſimply prepared or in 
a calcined ſtate, the oleum tartari per deliqui- 
um, the tinctura tartari, and the like, are of 
great ſervice in preventing the generation of 
calculi, and often free patients from ſevere re- 
turns of pain. Demulcents, abounding with 
oily and ſaccharine matters, and ſometimes ano- 
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dynes, are often alſo highly ſerviceable to cal- 


culous patients. But above all, in the preven- 
tion of calculus, care muſt be taken that the 
functions of the ſtomach, and due excretion by 
the belly, be regularly ſupported. This is chief- 
ly to be done by the due regulation of diet, by 
the moderate uſe of food eaſily digeſted, and by 
copious dilution. Care, however, ſhould be be- 
{towed in the choice of very pure water; and, 
LI 3 among 
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among all the means of prevention employed, 


6. none his been more highly extolled, than the 
—— þ 


drinking daily pure tepid water, to the extent 
of ſome pounds, before meals. 


84. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


; In the treatment of this affection, practition- 
ers ſhould | pay the greateſt attention to the con- 
titution, | age and temperament of the patient. 
Due regard muſt alſo be had to the leſion of 
functions, and ſenſibility of other parts. It is 
often obſerved, that unexpectedly, when nature 
is aided by no remedies, but left to herſelf, the 
diſcharge of a ſtone ſucceſsfully takes place. 
Hence it is often proper, when many remedies 


have for a conſiderable time been employed in 


vain, to ſtop for a little, and give, as it were, a 
reſt to nature; in which ſituation, ſhe often does 
more of herſelf, than a Phyſician can do by for- 
cing and ſtimulating medicines. 


Strong and acrid diuretics, ſuch as thoſe pre- 
pared with turpentine, juniper, amber, or gar- 


lic, are never uſeful during a nephritic paroxyſm, 


whether ſimple, or ariſing from calculus, but in 
general increaſe the affection, and exaſperate 
the ſymptoms. But the prudent uſe of them at 
Scher t times is not entirely to be forbid; and in 

humid 
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humid and ſluggiſh conſtitutions, they ate (Gil 
times ſerviceable, both as ſtrengthening the tone 
of the renal veſſels, and diſcharging impure ſes 
Tum, loaded with ron: matter. A 


Moderate and Ns: exerciſe” often con- 
ſpire very much, with the ufe of diluents, in pro- 
moting the expulſton of calculi. But on the o- 
ther hand, agitation from riding on horſeback, 
or in a carriage, in improper caſes, is productive 
of the worſt effects. By moving the ſtone from 
its ſituation, without being able to expel it, not 
only have the pains and ſpaſms been increaſed, 
but even” fatal iſchuria ſometimes Idduittd) 
Blood-letting is not only uſeful in the prevention, 


but where the patient is plethoric, with a quick 


and hard pulſe, great heat, and intenſe thirſt, 
it is a uſeful remedy during the paroxyſm, and 
prevents many dangerous ſymptoms, which 
wen otherwiſe occur. 


When nephritis calculoſa occurs in a ſcorbu- 


tic habit, various and alarming ſymptoms often 
take place. Diluents and demulcents, particu- 
larly the whey of milk, either acidulated or ſweet, 
are of the greateſt fervice; and the patient 
ſhould abſtain from beer and wine of all kinds. 


Warm bathing 1 is often highly neceſſary, and 
ſingularly uſeful in affording relief to the pa- 
114 tient. 
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tient, But this practice muſt be totally abſtain- 


6. ed from in plethoric patients, eſpecially where 
— there is any difficulty of breathing; and previ- 


ous to its employment, the plethora muſt be ob- 
viated, the belly opened, and the violence of the 
pains alleviated. - 


When the pain is of very long continuance, 
and attended with great proſtration of ſtrength, 
eſpecially if theſe occur in advanced age, and 
with a weak ſtate of the pulſe, opiates are to be 
ſhunned, as if they were poiſon. In many ſuch 
inſtances, 1 have ſeen the bad effects of them 
from experience. Gentle cordial waters, as 
thoſe of mint, balm and cinnamon, with the ad- 
dition of a few grains of amber or ſaffron, and 
the moderate uſe of wine, are the beſt means for 
ſupporting. nature. It is alſo proper to reſtore 
the tone of the alimentary canal, by the exter- 
nal application of balſamic ſpiritous liniments. 


Among the mineral waters uſeful in expelling 
calculi,, none are more powerful than the Caro- 


line. Thele, however, mult be employed with 


caution, and the fafeſt, either for prevention or 


cure, are the Seltzer waters. When there is a 
ſcorbutic taint in the humours, or an ulceration 


in the urinary organs, theſe waters mixed with 
a proportion of milk, and perſiſted in for a due 
length of time, are often very advantageous. 


9 4. 
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8 5. Hiftoriee of Cages. 


1. A ſtout robuſt man, in the fiftieth year of 
his age, had fifteen years before contracted 
weakneſs of his ſtomach, with flatulence and 
eructation, in conſequence of an intermittent 
fever. For ten years paſt, he had been at times 
ſubjected to vertigo, which always ceaſed upon 
a hæmorrhage from the noſe ſupervening. But 
after he ſubmitted to let blood, about the equi- 
nox, he remained free from this affection, un- 
leſs veneſeQtion was omitted. Six years before 
he conſulted me, he was often affected with ſe- 
vere pains from calculus of the kidney. In 
theſe he obtained great relief from glyſters and 
anodyne liniments, and from the internal uſe of 
the oil of ſweet almonds. When he was free 
from the paroxyſm, his urine always contained 
a large proportion of fand, and he was often af- 
fitted with flatulent colics. I adviſed him, for 
the removal of theſe complaints, to change his 
drink, and in place of ſtrong heavy malt-liquor, 
to ſubſtitute, what poſſeſſed a diuretic and anti- 
nephritic virtue. I adviſed him to drink liberal- 
ly every morning an infuſion of the tops of 
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milfoil and liquorice- root, and to employ thrice 


in the month a doſe of my balſamic pills, ha- 
ving taken the preceding night at bed- time, a 
dram 
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dram of aperient ſalt. I directed alſo carmina- 
tive eſſence, mixed with the anodyne liquor, to 
be taken occaſionally, for the expulſion of fla- 
tus. By following this plan, he has now re- 
mained for ſeveral years free from any inconve- 
nience from calculus ; nor does he feel the ſame 
inconvenience as before from flatulence. 


There can be little doubt, that both the ver- 
tigo and nephritic affection in this patient pro- 
ceeded in part from the ſuperabundance of blood 
and humours, and, in part, from the depraved 
condition of the alimentary canal; the effects of 
which were aggravated by a ſedentary life, and 
the uſe of heavy malt- liquor. A change of 
drink, therefore, was of the utmoſt conſequence; 
for nothing is of more ſervice, either in the pre- 
vention or cure, than the daily uſe of proper 


drink. All thoſe who have a diſpoſition to cal- 


culus, either hereditary or acquired, ſhould ſtu- 


. diouſly ſhun inebriating and heavy liquors. 


The malt-liquor they employ ſhould be light, 
diuretic, and ſuch as does not generate wind. 
And when ſuch cannot be had, a decoction of 
eryngo-root, graſs, aſparagus or liquorice, with 
the addition of a little nitre, is often employed 
with great advantage. Nor is every kind of 
wine ſuited to calculous caſes. In the way of 
prevention, Moſelle wine, which is quickly diſ- 
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charged both by ſtool and urine, is the beſt. Calculus 


But when the diſeaſe is of long ſtanding, ſtrong 


mellow wine, or Hungarian, taken to a n 
rate . is often very uſeful. 


2. A man in the fiftieth year of his age, ac- 
cuſtomed to a liberal diet and the free uſe of wine, 
full of blood and juices, but in other reſpe&s 
healthy, being much ſhaken in a carriage during 
a journey, was unexpectedly ſeized with a very 
violent pain in the region of the loins. Upon 
this, he returned home; but the pain increaſed, 
and extended itſelf to the umbilical region. To 
theſe were ſuperadded violent cough and a 
bound belly; and his urine was diſcharged by 
drops, with great heat. Nothing, either in the 
way of diet or medicine, which could tend to al- 
leviate the pain, or promote the expulſion of the 
calculus, was omitted; but without any imme- 
diate effect. By the advice of a friend, he took 
an infuſion of tea with ſome ounces of the oil of 
ſweet almonds. By this vomiting was excited 


and, with much ſtraining, he brought up a con- 


ſiderable quantity of a-watery fluid. Soon after, 
his pains and other ſymptoms were allayed; and 
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the day following, a calculus of conſiderable 


ſize was diſcharged with the urine. He conſult- 
ed me about the means of preventing a return. 
1 adviſed that he ſhould let blood thrice every 
| year, 
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year, and that he ſhould drink liberally 4 an in- 
fuſion of veronica, milfoil, and liquorice- root. 
Since that time he has never had any inconve- 
nience from calculus. 


3. A man who had hardly reached his fortieth 
year, of a ſanguine conſtitution, but flender 
make, who had formerly been liable to no diſ- 


_ Eaſe, was ſuddenly affected with a very violent 


pain in the region of the loins, with ſhivering 
and coldneſs of the extremities. - To theſe ſuc- 
ceeded violent heat, a quick pulſe, and great 
thirſt. His beily was bound and diſtended with 
flatus. Different opinions were entertained con- 
cerning the nature of his diſeaſe; but as there 


were frequent efforts to vomiting, and as his 


urine was diſcharged in ſmall quantities, with 
great heat, I ſuſpeQed the diſeaſe to be in the 
urinary paſſages. Having premiſed glyſters and 
external fomentations, 1 gave him the anodyne 
liquor and a decoction of barley formed into an 
emulſion with ſweet almonds. To this a ſmall 
quantity of nitre was added, for abating heat. 
But no relief was thus obtained. When how- 
ever, on the fourth day, the thirſt, heat, and 
pain were very urgent, I adviſed blood-letting in 
the foot, to counteract an inflammation of which 
I was afraid. Blood being let to the extent of 
ſome ounces, a very conſiderable remiſſion of his 

ſymptoms 
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ſymptoms ſoon followed. Continuing with the 


medicines mentioned aboye, and keeping his 
belly open by glyſters, the urine flowed freely, 
his pains were alleviated, a copious ſweat was 
extended over his whole body, and, on the ſe- 
venth day from the attack, ſome ſharp ſhining 


grains of ſand were diſcharged ; but no calculus 


came away. 


Such caſes as the preſent may be ſtyled the 
dolor nephriticus nothus e antinephritic-remedies 
alone are there employed in vain; for, till the 
congeſtion of blood in the affected part is remo- 


ved by veneſection, they are productive of no ef- 


fect. After blood - letting, carminative glyſters 
moving the belly often give immediate relief. 
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CHAPTER, VII. 


Of Srasu and Pain of the BLADDER. 


§ 1. General Hiſtory. 


. 2 bladder is a viſcus frequently and rea- 
d 


ily ſubje&ed to ſpaſm, by which we un- 
derſtand a preternatural conſtriction both of the 
body of the bladder and its ſphincter, and from 
which many other morbid affections and ſymp- 
toms afterwards ariſe. 


That wet diſtreſſing pain which is excited by 
calculus in the bladder, attended with a con- 
ſtant ſtrangurious affection, and with a diffi- 
cult and painful diſcharge of urine, is yet to be 
referred to ſpaſm as its cauſe. For, on account 
of the ſpaſmodic ſtricture, which not only affects 
the muſcular coat of the bladder, but alſo its 
ſphin&er and the urethra, all the diſtreſſing 
ſymptoms in the diſcharge of urine are induced. 
While ſuch ſpaſmodic affections are ſometimes 
induced by calculus, it is alſo certain that they 
may ariſe from obſtruction and ſtagnation of 

blood 
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blood in the veſlels of the bladder: and not un- 


frequently ſpaſm, and even inflammation of the 
bladder, are produced from ſuppreſſion of the 
hæmorrhoidal or menſtrual flux. 


This affection may alſo ariſe from various 
acrid applications to the bladder. Thus it has 
ariſen from ſcorbutic or gouty humours, from 
purulent matter making its way from the kid- 
neys to the bladder, and from the infection of 
gonorrhcea propagated upwards in ſuch a man- 
ner as to irritate the neck of the bladder. But 
beſides internal, ſpaſms of the bladder may be 
induced allo by external cauſes, as contuſions on 
the pubes and perineum, irritation from a cathe- 
ter, and the like. 


J 2. Method of Cure. 


In the treatment of this diſeaſe, where the pa- 
tient is of a ſanguine and plethoric habit, and 
eſpecially if it has ariſen from obſtruction of the 
menſtrual or hzmorrhoidal flux, or the obſtrue- 
tion of accuſtomed diſcharges, recourſe muſt. be 


had to blood-letting. Where there is any ſcor- 


butic or other acrimony of the urine, care muſt 
be taken to free it from thoſe heterogeneous im- 
purities. With this intention, diluents in large 
quantities, and continued for ſome length of 
time, 
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time, are often highly ſerviceable. Different 
mineral waters are alſo recommended : but the 
Spa and Seltzer waters are juſtly entitled to a 
preference over others; and they are particu- 
larly uſeful when taken with a mixture of aſs. 


milk. 


While the violence of the paroxyſm, with ex- 


cruciating pain and difficulty in the diſcharge of 


urine, continues, nothing affords greater relief, 
than emollient oily glyſters, warm bathing, and 


the pediluvium. Fomentations alſo with emol- 


tient and anodyne herbs, as thoſe of chamomile, 


mallows, and milfoil, duly applied to the part 


molt pained, have very great influence in allaying 
the pains and ſpaſms. The internal uſe of the 
mineral anodyne liquor, either alone or mixed 
with carminatives, and other antiſpaſmodics, as 
caſtor and ſaffron, with emulſions of the four 


larger cold feeds, are highly ſerviceable. The 


fame remedies alſo, although fever be preſent, 


and inflammation threatens, may be advantage- 
ouſly uſed, with the addition of nitre. 


When the bladder is affected in conſequence 
of the retroceſſion of a rheumatic affection, iſſues 
in the arms have often been found ſerviceable. 
Benefit has alſo been obtained from emollient 
and gently diaphoretic decoctions, as thoſe of 
ſcorzonera, liquorice, and farſaparilla. 

| Where 
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Where a diſcharge of bloody urine accompa- 
nies a ſpaſmodic affection of the bladder, I have 
often directed the external application of Arque- 


buſade water to the pubes and perineum, with 
advantage. 


When inflammation of the bladder terminates 
in an abſceſs, which may be often diſcovered by 
a ſenſe of weight in the perineum, it is neceſſary 
that it ſhould be opened, and the pus thus diſ- 
charged from the bladder. A natural diſcharge 
may be attempted to be promoted by the injec- 
tion of tepid milk and of emollient decoctions; 
but if theſe fail, recourſe muſt be had to chirur- 
gical operation. 


§ 3. Pradlical Cautions. 


When a plethoric ſtate requires bloodletting, 
it ought at firſt to be drawn off by the ſuperior 
veins ; but afterwards blood may be let with ad- 
vantage from the ankles; and in females of a 
lax habit, cupping-glaſles properly applied, either 


to the ſuperior or inferior parts of the body, are 


often very ufeful. Although blood-letting be 
highly ſerviceable in this diſeaſe, both as pre- 
venting and removing inflammation ; yet, when 
the patient is not plethorie, when ſuppuration 
has already taken place, and when the ſtrength 
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is much exhauſted, every evacuation in this way 
is prejudicial. 


In all pains and ſpaſms of the bladder, from 
whatever cauſe they proceed, draſtic purgatives 
are to be ſhunned. It is not only advantageous, 
however, but even neceſſary, to free the inteſti- 
nal canal from accumulated feces. This is to 
be done by the more gentle purgatives, as man- 
na, rhubarb, and ſyrup of roſes with whey or 
aſs-milk. This intention may alſo be often 
ſucceſsfully accompliſhed by emollient glyſters, 
which at the ſame time operate as internal fo- 
mentations, and ſometimes alleviate the violence 
of the ſpaſms even where external fomentations 
fail. But for allaying theſe, and mitigating the 
violence of the pain, it is ſometimes neceſſary to 
have recourſe to anodyne injections; and bene- 
fit will then alſo be derived from anodynes ta- 
ken by the mouth. Theſe however are to be 


| ſhunned, when the proſtration of ſtrength does 


not proceed from the violence of the pain, but 


from old age, or affections of the mind, as grief. 


$ 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A man in the fortieth year of his age, had 
for the ſpace of ſeveral years been tormented 
with excruciating pals in the region of the pu- 

bes, 


d 
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bes, attended with great difficulty in the diſ- 
charge of urine, and ſometimes with a total ſup- 
preſſion of it. He was alſo diſtreſſed with watch- 
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fulneſs, loſs of ſtrength, coldneſs of the extremi- 


ties, and tremors. The pain was not conſtant, 
but returned at times with ſuch ſeverity, that he 
often wiſhed for an end to his life. But after 
continuing in this ſtate for ſome weeks, he had 
ſuch remiſſions as to be able to exerciſe his uſual 
employment for a week or two. After being 
ſubjected to this diſeaſe for ſeveral years, his 
ſtrength being at laſt worn out, he died. He 
had conſulted many different Phyſicians reſpect- 
ing his diſeaſe, whoſe opinions varied, ſome a- 
ſeribing his pain to calculus, others to an ulcer 


of the bladder. But examination of the body 


after death diſcovered a very different ſtate of 
the parts affected. The bladder was entirely free 
either from ulceration or inflammation, and not 
the ſmalleſt particle either of ſand or ſtone was 
found in it. But the membranous ſubſtance of 
the bladder was preternaturally thickened and 
denſe. It was beſet with numerous large and 
diſtended blood-veſlels, ſome of them even of 
the ſize of a writing quill, and filled with thick 
and black blood. Here the ſtimulus inducing 


the ſpaſms ſeems to have ariſen from the diſten- 


fon of the nerves by the blood- veſfels; and the 
remiſſions and exacerbations which took place 
M m 2 are 
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are probably to be explained from the afflux of 
blood to the bladder being at times accidentally 


—— increaſed or diminiſhed. 


2. An officer in the army, upwards of ſixty, 
had been long diſtreſſed with pains from the 
- gout, and for ſeveral years had a conſiderable 
hæmorrhoidal diſcharge, which, however, had 
for a long time been entirely ſupprefled. In the 
autumn, he began to be affected with pains, and 
ſpaſmodic contractions in his feet; but paying 
little regard to theſe, he undertook a long jour- 
ney in cold and rainy weather. Upon this the 
pains left him; but there enſued a difficulty in 
diſcharging urine, attended with heat and pain 
about the pubes and root of the penis. He was 
affected alſo with loſs of ſtrength, frequent ef- 
forts to vomiting, boundneſs of the belly, cold- 
neſs of the limbs, and, at times, great heat. 
Being conſulted: upon this caſe, I adviſed vene- 
ſection in the foot, and internally diaphoretic 
powders, formed of nitre and cinnabar. I di- 
rected alſo the uſe of the mineral anodyne li- 
quor, with the ſpirit of Buſſius, to promote mild 
perſpiration. And I ordered a liniment to be 
applied externally, to the pained part, formed 
of Anhalt water, camphor, ſaffron, and a ſmall 
proportion of opium. For opening the belly, I 
adviſed emollient glylters, with a ſmall propor- 
tion 
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tion of anodyne flowers. Within the ſpace of 
ſeven days, his diſeaſe being terminated by a co- 
pious ſweat, he was reſtored to perfect health. 


3. An eminent divine, paſt the ſixtieth year 


of his age, but of a ſanguine conſtitution, of a 
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ſedentary and ſtudious life, was ſeized with gra- 


vative pain about the region of the pubes and 
os ſacrum. Theſe were much aggravated when 
he ſpoke loud in preaching, and were relieved 
by reſt and blood-letting. He had formerly 
been often liable to a ſcorbutic eruption, but by 
degrees he became affected with diſtreſſing dy- 
ſuria, occurring at times with ſhivering, fever, 
and ſevere pain about the pubes. To theſe ſu- 
pervened a paralytic affection of the right hand. 
As long as it remained, his dyſury was allevia- 
ted: but when it diſappeared, a more ſevere 
ipaſm and pain of the bladder, with conſtant in- 
clination to diſcharge urine, inſtantly recurred. 
This affection laſted for ſeveral weeks. Many 
different remedies were ordered by different 
practitioners. Blood was ſeveral times let from 
the foot, but without any advantage; for fo ſe- 
vere an attack of the pain in the pubes tollow- 
ed, that his appetite, fleep and ſtrength entirely 
failed, and his urine was diſcharged with much 
greater difficulty, in very ſmall quantity, and 
apparently containing a purulent matter. Al- 
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though he had ſometimes relief from the pains, 
yet they ſoon afterwards returned. At length, 
inflammation of the bladder, with acute fever 
ſupervening, his difeaſe terminated fatally. 


Upon examination of the bladder, its whole 
internal ſurface was found to be of a black 
ſphacelated appearance, without the leaſt par- 
ticle either of ſtone or ſand. This fatal affec- 
tion of the bladder probably aroſe from a ſcor- 
butic humour being depoſited and retained in 
its membranes, which had formerly appeared on 
the ſurface of the body ; and this was perhaps, 
in part, the conſequence of blood-letting, which 
has unqueſtionably a tendency to diminiſh the 

diſcharge of morbific humours by the ſurface, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


/ Ryevmaric Pains and SpasmMs of the Ex- 
| ternal Parts. 


§ 1. General Hiſtory. 
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Hzuurisu, for the moſt part, conſiſts in Rheumat. 


an obtuſe tenſive pain of the limbs, or f the ex- 


Parts. 


muſcular parts, without any apparent ſwelling 


or redneſs, and rather with a ſenſe of coldnels 
than of heat. 


Rheumatiſms are uſually preceded or accom- 
panied at the beginning with more or leſs of 


fever, to which the pain accedes, commonly in 


one particular part. But ſometimes it affects al- 
moſt all the limbs at once, and often alſo the 
muſcles of the neck and thorax. The pain is 
exaſperated in the night, as in catarrhal fevers, 
and continues a chronical diſeaſe after the fever 
has gone oft, 


Rheumatiſms happen chiefly to plethoric per- 
ſons, and thoſe of an irregular life, in ſpring and 
autumn, from expoſure to cold, and obſtruction 
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of perſpiration. Scorbutic perſons are ſubje& 
to rheumatic pains, from an impurity of the 


S—— Juices; and thoſe who have been tainted with 


the venereal virus, to rheumatiſms of a moſt ſe- 


vere kind. 


Theſe diſorders are never dangerous, unleſs 
the offending humours are repelled, by impro- 
per management, upon the nobler parts. Their 
ſolution is commonly a ſpontaneous ſweat, or 


copious diſcharge of urine, not unfrequently an 


hemorrhage, and ſometimes an eruption on the 
ſkin. Frequent rheumatiſms in youth, with 
bleedings at the noſe, are generally indications 
of an imbecility of conſtitution, and preſages of 
analogous chronical diſeaſes in maturer age. 


C2. Methed of Cure. 


1. If the patient be plethoric, and the rheu · 


matiſm almoſt univerſal, with a degree of fever, 


early bleeding is the principal remedy. After 
veneſection, which may be boldly repeated if 
the ſymptoms are urgent, give frequent ſmall 
doſes of the milder diaphoretics, with nitre, for 


. abating the heat; and whey acidulated with le- 


mon- juice, or cream of tartar, for common 


drink. 


2. In 


FED C1. 


2. In chronical rheumatiſms, confined to a 
particular part, with great ſenſe of coldneſs, and 
in ſerous, impure, cacochymic habits, abſtain 
from veneſection, and endeavour to promote the 
evacuation of the vitiated humours by the natu- 
ral emunctories. Give firſt a gentle laxative, 
twice or thrice a-week ; afterwards diaphoretics, 
as a decoction of the woods; and if the diſor- 
der be inveterate, antimonials. A mixture of 
tincture of antimony, tincture of tartar, the mi- 
neral anodyne liquor, and ſpirit of tartar, is a 
medicine of great utility, as a diaphoretic, diu- 
retic, and corroborant, 


3. In ſcorbutic rheumatiſms, one of the prin- 
cipal indications is to dilute and obtund. Whey 
with manna, or with tamarinds, or with the 
Juices of antiſcorbutic herbs, or the milder mi- 
neral waters, with milk, are to be drank libe- 
rally for a length of time. 


4. Venereal rheumatiſms are ſcarce to be ſub- 
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dued, but by decoctions of the woods, with 


mercurial and antimonial alteratives. 


5. With regard to topics, they have little place 
in the bloody rheumatiſm ; the beſt external 
means of relief, being here to keep the part in 
a moderate and equal warmth, which promotes 

the 
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the perſpiration of the morbific Auid more ef- 
fectually than any applications. If a cold, thick, 


—— ſluggiſh humour is lodged deep, with a ſenſe of 


coldneſs and ſtricture of the pores ; frictions, 
and cupping with ſcarification, are of ſervice: 
it is obſervable, that though the inciſions on the 
affected part are made pretty deep, very little 
blood is diſcharged. One of the beſt applica- 
tions is a liniment compoſed of tinctures of bal- 
ſam of Peru, theriaca, ſaffron, caſtor and nut- 
meg, with a little camphor, which may be fre- 
quently rubbed on the pained limb. If a long 
continuance of the pain leaves a ſtiffneſs, immo- 
bility and numbneſs of the part (called pareſis) 
the beſt remedy is a liniment of axungia two 
ounces, balſam of Peru and oil of cloves; each 
two drams. In the decline of the diſeaſe, and 
then only, warm bathing is of ſervice. 


& 2. Practical Cautions and Obſervations, 


I. Bleeding is an excellent remedy where the 
patient is plethoric, and where falutary excre- 
tions have been ſuppreſſed; but mult be cautiouſly 
uſed, where a continuance of the pain has im- 
paired the digeltion, chylification and ſtrength, 
and the body abounds rather with ſerum than 
blood. Nor is it proper in the febrile paroxyſm, 
whilſt nature is attempting to throw off the mor- 
bific 
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bific matter on the external parts; in which caſe, Rheumar, 


as in the eryſipelas, it would diſturb or interrupt wb 
that ſalutary operation. —— 


2. For preventing rheumatic and catarrhous 
diſorders, in perſons of a tenſe habit, and ſan- 
guineo-melancholic or fanguineo-choleric tem- 
perament, nothing is more ecffeQual than bleed- 
ing before the equinoxes, ſuitable exerciſe, and 
abſtaining from ſpiritous liquors and high foods. 


3- A milk diet is not without utility in wa 
dering pains of the limbs, and where a ſubtile 
bilious acrimony offends. But where there is a 
fulneſs of the veſſels, from ſtagnating or ſerous 
blood, and the ſtomach and inteſtines are weak, 
it is more adviſably abſtained from, as it may 
obſtruct the viſcera, and lay a foundation for a 
cachexy. 


4. If a ſuppreſſion of the hæmorrhoidal flux 
gives riſe to rheumatic pains, veneſection is to 
be performed in the foot, and balſamic aloetic 
pills and nitrous powders ſubjoined. If theſe 
fail of bringing back the flux, and gripes and 
vomitings accompany the external pain, leeches 
are to be applied to the hæmorrhoidal veins. 


5. Thoſe 


Acre or 


5. Thoſe who are ſubje& to rheumatic diſor- 
ders ought moſt ſtudiouſly to abſtain from all 
the more active medicines, heaters, diuretics, ſu- 
dorifics, acrid purgatives, ſpiritous balſamics, 
ſtrong liquors, from the ule of which the urine 
becomes extremely high-coloured. The com- 
mon drink ſhould either be pure water, the 
weaker mineral waters, or ſome agreeable de- 
coction. 


6. When a violent and obſtinate pain fixes in 
the lower parts of the body, as the oſſa iſchii and 
coccygis, and the patient is of a pretty ſtrong 
conſtitution, medicines of the more powerful 
kind, as mercurius dulcis, and the medicinal re- 
gulus of antimony, are advantageouſly joined to 
the ſudorific decoctions. 


7. When the pains are extremely urgent, fo 
as to impair the ſtrength and appetite, and pre- 
vent fleep (as is uſually the caſe in perſons of 
great ſenſibility), and yield not to bleeding, or to 
nitrous medicines, or the mineral anodyne li- 
quor, flight opiates may be allowed, with the 
addition of a little extract of ſaffron. In other 
caſes, opiates muſt be uſed with great circum- 
ſpection, as they have been frequently obſerved 
to render the diſeaſe ſo obſtinate as to elude the 
molt powerful remedies, 


8. ba 


EDIT 


8. In beginning rheumatiſms of the ſcapulæ, 
nothing is of greater ſervice than a bliſter be- 
tween the ſhoulders. In plethoric perſons, and 
. women after the natural ceſſation of the menſes, 
cupping and ſcarification on the lower parts 
every month, have been remarkably beneficial. 


S 4 Hiſtories of Cafes. 


1. A painter, aged thirty- nine, after travelling 
whilſt the head was affected by a defluxion, 
and ſleeping with the window open, complained 
of a pain of the right ſide of the head, and next 
day of a moit acute burning pain about the 
right ear, which extended to the left, totally de- 
ſtroyed the hearing, ſmell, and taſte, and conti- 
nued for upwards of two weeks fo violent, that 
he was drove almoſt to madneſs. The head be- 
ing ſhaved, and a diaphoretic plaſter with can- 
tharides applied, the ear diſcharged for ſome 
days a large quantity of ſerous matter; after 
which, the hearing returned, the pain deſcend- 
ing to the ſhoulder, thence to the iſchium, the 
knee, and laſtly to the great toe. By warm in- 
fuſions of the milder diaphoretic herbs, and dia- 
phoretic powders with nitre and cinnabar, a 
perfect cure was obtained in eight days. 


2. A Jew, aged forty, of a ſpongy habit, a 
| fanguine temperament, ſober life, accuſtomed 
| to 
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to bleeding twice a-year, had for fix years a fit 
of the gout every ſpring and autumn, which 
laſted about ten days. After the cure of a dy- 
ſentery, he miſſed the autumnal fit: in its ſtead, 
the eyes were attacked with an acute pain, 
which in ſome days deſcended to the os iſchii, 
from whence it extended to the ſacrum and 
coccygis. The pain continued about a month, 
and increaſed to an intolerable degree, eſpecial- 


ly in the night: the exacerbations began about 


three in the afternoon, with coldneſs, followed 
by heat and a quick pulſe. A vein had been 


opened at the beginning, and fix ounces of thick 


black blood taken away, without relief. Nitrous 
powders were now exhibited, with the mineral 
anodyne liquor, by which the pain was next day 
ſomewhat abated, but the fever returned at the 
uſual time. A vein was therefore opened again 


in the foot, and ten ounces taken away, without 


loſs of ſtrength. The pain ceaſed at once, the 
fever went off, next night he reſted well, and by 
degrees recovered. 


3. A gentleman of thirty, of a ſlender habit, 
and ſanguine conſtitution, after the ceſſation for 
a year of an hæmorrhoidal flux, by which for- 
merly a pain about the os facrum had been in- 
ſtantly carried off, complained of an acute pain 
of the left arm, with a violent cough. In ſome 

5 months, 
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months, the right arm was likewiſe affected, not- 
withſtanding the uſe of various remedies, bleed- 
ing, purging, cupping, bliſters, ſudorifics. The 
motion of the arms remained free: the com- 
plaint was, a ſenſe of weight as of lead on 
them, and ſuch a weakneſs of the hands, that he 
could lift nothing heavy, and at times ſpaſms of 
the hands. To theſe acceded an almoſt intole- 
rable pain of the ears, and violent cephalalgia, 
which deſtroyed the appetite, and waſted the 
fleſh; not continual, but returning at certain in- 
tervals, according to the conſtitution of the at- 
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moſphere. By bleeding in the foot, a gentle 
laxative, the Caroline waters, and Toeplitz 


baths, the hæmorrhoidal flux was brought back, 
and the pains removed. 


4. A gentleman of ſixty- ſix, complained, after 


the cure of a quartan, of wandering pains in the 


limbs and external parts, which were exaſpera- 
ted about bed- time. After expoſing the head 
to cold, he was ſeized with an acute pain in the 
neck and ſhoulders, which was at times ſo vio- 
lent, that he could not move the head. As he 
was full of blood, and the pulſe ſtrong, a vein 
was opened: the pain inſtantly grew eaſier, a 
ſweat broke out in the night, and he recovered. 


5. A ſtrong man of forty, full of blood and 


juices, had a violent pain of the right fcapula. 
On 


ATI EA op 


On taking a pretty large doſe of a bezoardic 
tincture with volatile ſpirits, no ſweat enſued, 
the pain increaſed, and affected the muſcle of the 
neck, ſo that the head could not be moved to 
either ſide: a pain of the right ſide of the head 
acceded, with a hot acrid defluxion and redneſs 
of the eyes. Bleeding, laxatives, herb-teas, and 
pediluvia, abated the pains. But a ſerous de- 
fluxion on the palate, and continual falling down 
of the uvula, remained about a year. Theſe 
complaints were much relieved by ſmoking to- 
bacco; though, in moiſt weather, he was ſtill 
ſubject to a relaxation of the uvula and fauces. 


6. A lawyer above thirty, of a ſlender but fi- 
brous habit, after the ceſſation of an hæmor- 
rhoidal flux, which for fifteen years before had 
returned almoſt every month, and to which the 
whole family, even females of regular menſtrua- 
tion, were equally ſubje&, was ſeized with a 
languor both of body and mind, a tenſive and 

conſtriQive pain of the ſternum, and all over the 
cheſt, with a ſenſe of coldneſs, a difficulty of 
breathing, eſpecially after exerciſe and coſtive- 
neſs. Some blood was drawn from the feet 
three or four times, without relief. Strong ex- 
erciſe was followed by a ſhew of the hæmor- 
rhoidal flux, with the ſenſation of a warm fluid 


deſcending from the thorax to the pelvis, on 
| which 
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which the pains ceaſed at once, but the flux 
cealing they returned again. The cure is to be 
effected by exerciſe, pediluvia at bed- time, drink- 


561 


Rheumat. 


of the ex 


ter. Parts. 


7 | 


ing warm infuſions in the morning, and taking 


balſamic aloetic pills about the uſual period; 
and it theſe ſhould not ſucceed, applying leeches 
to the hæmorrhoidal veins. 


7. A woman about thirty, of a ſanguineo- 
choleric complexion, was ſeized, after a violent 
fit of paſſion, with great anxiety and oppreflion' 
of the præcordia, tremor of the limbs, and loſs 
of appetite. A pretty large doſe of ſpirit of 
hartſhorn made her very hot, but procured no 
ſweat. From this time ſhe complained! of a 
weight and oppreſſive pain in the limbs, legs, 
arms, and ſhoulders, with a languor and heat of 
the whole body, which waſted the fleſh; and 
ſeemed to threaten a phthiſis or a heQtic. ' Goats 
milk diluted: with infuſion of veronica, was ta- 
ken for ſome weeks, with the interpoſition of 
manna and cream of tartar, and gently diapho- 
retic nitrous powders, with citron-juice and ana- 
leptic man, by which ſhe recovered. IR 
health. 
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CHAPTER 1X. 


Of RuRUNMATIsM of the TetTH, or TooTHACH. 


$ 1. General Hiſtory. 


THE acute pains of the teeth are often no 
1 other than a ſpecies of rheumatiſm, from 
impure ſerous humours, depoſited upon the li- 
gaments and coats which inveſt the roots of the 
teeth inſerted into the jaws. I have often ob- 
ſerved pains of the limbs, ſhoulders, and ſca- 
pulæ, remove to one ſide of the head, and at- 
fect the teeth and jaws ; and pains of the head 
and teeth change their place in like manner, 
and deſcend to the ſhoulders or arms. The 
upper jaw with its teeth is more frequently af- 


fected than the lower. 


Sometimes alſo, the ſeat of the pain is in the 


medullary funiculus of the tooth itſelf, which 


conſiſts of a nervous coat, an arterial, venous, 
and lymphatic veſſel, This may be either di- 
ſtended by ſtagnant ſerum, or conſtringed by a 
ſpaſm ; particularly where the tooth is carious, 

C and 
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and the caries has penetrated to this medulla 
ſubſtance: for daily experience ſhows, that ca- 


rious teeth are the moſt ſubject to rheumatic 
affections. | | 


Rheumatiſms are generally the effect of ſud- 
den changes of the weather from hot to cold, 
in ſpring and autumn; and ſo are toothachs. 
Women are more ſubject than men to rheuma- 
tiſms, and to toothachs alſo; they are moſt lia- 
ble to both in pregnancy, during menſtrual ob- 
ſtructions, from acid, ſalted, aſtringent, ſweet 
foods: ſweets applied even externally to a cari- 
ous tooth, ſuddenly bring on the pain. Theſe 
pains, however, when they happen to men, are 
by far the moſt exquiſite. Thoſe who labour 
under gouty or rheumatic pains of the limbs, 
generally have the teeth unaffected. Violent 
toothachs, in perſons of great ſenſibility and 
an impure habit, are ſometimes productive of 
threatening ſymptoms; watchfulneſs, fever, pro- 
ſtration of appetite, delirium, coldneſs of the ex- 
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tremities, and even convulſions, particularly in 


children. 


& 2. Method of Cure. 


The general indications of cure are, to divert 
the impure ſcorbutic humours from the head, 
Nnz2 x WM 
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to correct and evacuate chem, _ to MAI 
the pou affected. 12 


The two firſt eine are anſwered, felt 
By ſome ſimple glyſter; from which 1 have ob- 
ferved immediate relief; all violent pains gene- 
rally conſtringing the belly. Secondly, By pedi- 
luvia, juſt warm, of water with bran and foap, 
in which the feet and legs ſhould be kept for a 
conſiderable time at going to bed. Thirdly, By 
gentle laxatives, particularly caſſia and manna, 
diſſolved in ſweet hey or the purging mineral 
waters. Fourthly, in plethoric habits, by vene- 
ſection. Fifthly, By gentle diaphoretics, as an 
electuary of rob of elder-berries, burnt hartf- 
horn, diaphoretic antimony, and ſome grains of 
nitre, _ in nnn; water. 


Sometimes theſe violent pains are kept up by 
a redundance of ſerous humours, and frequently 
return, in cacochymic, ſcorbutic, and phlegma- 
tic catarrhous habits. In fuch cafes, 1 have 
found nothing more effectual for preventing 
them than mineral waters, with the addition of 


milk where the patient is of a tender or bilious 
conſtitution. | 


With regard to externals, the moſt ſafe are 
bags of T_—_— and 1 ſpecies, as elder- 


flowers, 
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flowers, melilot- flowers, chamomile- flowers, bay- OT 
berries, juniper - berries, caraway-leeds, millet- Teeth, 
ſeeds, and roaſted ſalt. The fumes of amber, 
ſtorax, benzoin, olibanum, gum elemi, received . 

by a funnel, or by means of linen-cloths, has 
ſometimes alſo given great relief; though, in . 
others, I have known them to bring on violent 
headachs, vertigo, and pains of the eyes. If 

the tooth be carious, the mineral anodyne liquor, 

either by itſelf or mixed with the balſamum vi- 

tæ, generally gives eaſe. In phlegmatic habits, 

a drop or two of oil of cloves, origanum, or 
boxwood, may be applied with cotton to the 

carious tooth; or a mixture of camphorated ſpi- 

rit of wine, from. caltor and + wand to the 

1 and gums. 


$ 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervatins. | + 


1. In violent toothachs from a rotten hollow 
tooth, nothing is more effectual, if the ſituation 
permits its uſe, than a red hot iron ſkilfully ap- 
plied, as I have often experienced in myſelf: 
the medullary part being thus conſumed, and 
the putrefaction removed, the pain totally ceaſes; 
and if the cavity be filled with a mixture of wax 
and maſtich, the tooth may be preſerved. 


2. If the cavity is not conveniently ſituated 
for the admiſſion of a cautery, and the violence 
| Nn 3 of 
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of the pain does not yield to external or inter- 
nal remedies, the pulling out of the tooth will 
be the molt certain cure. 


3. The teeth ſhould not be drawn during the 
violence.of the paroxyſm ; nor in plethoric ha- 
bits, where the veins of the temples and cheeks 
are tumid, and the pulfation of the arterics 


ſtrong, till the quantity of blood has been di- 


miniſhed by veneſection. There are ſeveral ex- 
amples of mortal hæmorrhages from the impru- 


dent drawing of teeth in ſuch circumſtances, 


een of the * 


4. Opening the ſublingual veins has ſome- 
times been of great ſervice: but pediluvia ſhould 
be premiſed, and the belly previouſly looſened. 
If the habit abounds with blood, it is moſt ad- 
viſable to bleed in the foot; after which, if the 


pain continues, the ſublinguals may be open- 
ed. 


[3 Externals ſometimes give relief, and ſome- 
times in the ſame perſon prove ine ffectual: nor 
has any certain or conſtant remedy been as yet 


- diſcovered. The ſafeſt way is to endeavour to 
diſcuſs the ſtagnant humours, and defend the 


part from the injuries of the air; both which in- 


' tentions are anſwered by the bags above recom- 


mended, and gentle diaphoretics, | 
| 6. In 
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pure ſerum, and ſubject to pains of the limbs, 
gentle evacuants do no ſervice. Thoſe of the 
more powerful kind are here required, par- 
ticularly pills compoſed of ammoniacum, colo- 
cynth, extract of black hellebore, mercurius 
Alen cinnabar, ſaffron, and caſtor. 


7. A mixture of camphorated ſpirit of wine, 
eſſence of ſaffron, nutmeg, and ſpirit of hartſ- 
horn, ſnuffed up the noſe in the quantity of a 
tew drops, inſtantly abates the moſt acute pains 
of the teeth; the nerves of the jaws, teeth and 
noſtrils, proceeding from one trunk, the par 
quintum. A like effect may be expected alſo 
from the mineral anodyne liquor mixed with the 
balſamum vitæ. But the relief procured by ei- 
ther, is for the moſt part only temporary. 


8. In very violent pains eluding all the fore- 
going medicines, an opiate may be given, mix- 
ed with purgatives and ſome extract of ſaf- 
fron. 


$ 3. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


His ſerene highneſs , upwards of forty, 
healthful and robuſt, from continual hunting in 
cold and in hot weather, became ſubje& to 

Nna troubleſome 
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6. In cacheQtic perſons, abounding with im- Rheuma- 


tiſm of the 


Teeth. 
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Fart Il. troubleſome defluxions on the head and adjacent 
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| parts, violent pains of the tecth and jaw, aſſect- 


— ing at times the neck and ſhoulders, with a 


hoarſeneſs and cough. . A more quiet way of 
life was purſued, but the complaints ſeemed to 
increaſe: appetite decayed, and an undue di- 
geſtion of the food occaſioned flatulencies, co- 
ſtiveneſs, and rumblings of the belly. I endea- 
voured firlt to relieve the toothach, which was 
very violent; and this was happily effected, by 
a mixture of one part of the balſamum vitæ, 
with two of the mineral anodyne liquor, applied 
to the affected ſide of the head, and with cotton 
to the carious tooth. He was then ordered a 
ſtrict regimen, moderate exerciſe, the avoiding 


of inclemencies of the air; a decoction of china- 


root, ſaſſafras, bark, raiſins, and a little cinna- 
mon, for common drink; a tea of balm, ſage, 
veronica, betony, freſh citron- peel and carda- 
mom-ſceds, to be taken in the morning in bed; 
a dram of the balſamic elixir, with a little wine 
and water at dinner ; currants and rhubarb twice 
a- week at bed-time, to keep the belly open 
oil of almonds, with twice its quantity of ſyrup of 
maidenhair, in water-gruel, at night, for abating 
the cough ; frictions of the head and parts af- 
fected, with warm cloths impregnated with the 
fumes of amber; and a ſkull- cap of marjoram, 


a ru,, enen ers, toſemary- flowers, chamo- 


mile flowers, 
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mile - flowers, amber, benzoin, ſtorax and car- Rheuma- 


damom- ſeeds. Ey theſe remedies he was freed 
from the rheumatic pains, and continues to en- 
joy perfect health. 


2. A man of thirty, of a good habit, corpu- 
lent and full of blood, after travelling, thinly 
covered, in wet windy weather in ſpring, com- 
plained of a wearineſs, weight and giddineſs of 
the head, and a moſt violent toothach. On ta- 
King about ten ounces of blood from the foot, 
the ſymptoms abated a little, and the pulſe grew 
ſtronger. In ſmoking before bed-time, he 
drank, by degrees, a quart of cold water; and 


then covering himſelf up warm, ſweated pro- 


fuſely during the night. In the morning he had 
loſt all the pain both of the head and teeth. 


have always looked upon pure cold water 
as a medicine of incomparable efficacy in many 
diſorders; both by virtue of its coldneſs, by 

which it ſtrengthens the relaxed fibres; and of 
its fluidity, by which it dilutes thick humours, 
and diſpoſcs them to motion and excretion. 
This heroic remedy requires, however, ſome 
caution in its exhibition : it ſhould be taken, not 
in large draughts at once, but by little; not in 
weak and ſlender habits, where motion is lan- 


guid, and the veins turgid with ſerum, but in 


perſons 


tiſm ofthe 
Teeth. 
— — 
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perſons abounding with blood, where heat is 
conſiderable, and motion ſtrong : the patient, 


—»— after taking it, ſhould be covered up warm, or 


uſe exerciſe ſo as to promote a ſweat. 


3. A woman of thirty, full of blood, accuſtom- 
ed to groſs ſalted foods and a ſedentary life, ſub- 
ject to conſtipations of the belly and menſtrual 
obſtructions, and of ſizy blood; was ſeized in 
autumn with a violent pain about the nape of 
the neck, extending to the ear, inflaming and 
ſwelling the whole right jaw and parotid, and 
exciting an exquiſite pain in a carious tooth in 
the ſame fide : the pulſe was feveriſh, the pulſa- 


tion of the temporal arteries ſtrong, ſleep turbu- 


lent or altogether wanting; and the mouth con- 


ſtantly ran with faliva. A liniment, containing 
oil of henbane, caraway, and a little camphor, 


increaſed the pain and inflammation. A mix- 
ture of the mineral anodyne liquor, camphor 
and opium, was given thrice a-day : a decoction 
of barley, ſcorzonera, and ſhavings of ſaſſafras, 
made into an emulſion with white poppy-ſeeds, 
was uſed for common drink; a liniment of An- 
halt water, ſpirit of elder-flowers, each one ounce, 
ſpirit of ſal ammoniac two drams, artificial nitre, 
camphor, each half a dram, opium ten grains, 


_ diſtilled oil of nutmegs fifteen drops, was applied 


to the nape of the neck. The pain being by theſe 
| | means 
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means a little abated, ſhe was purged with an Reuma- 


infuſion in water and wine, of ſenna, rhubarb, Teh 


tiſm ofthe 


agaric, cream of tartar and currants. A fixed —— 


pain ſtill continued in the gum, with a conſider- 
able ſwelling and redneſs, for ſome months. 
On drawing the tooth, a large quantity of ichor- 


ous putrid matter was gradually diſcharged, and 
the pain totally ceaſed. 


4. A woman of thirty, long accuſtomed to ve- 
neſection, on becoming pregnant, omitted that 
evacuation every year, and was almoſt always 
ſeized with violent toothachs and ferous tu- 
mours of the face. Theſe ſhe endeavoured to 
prevent by an eſſence compoſed of japan earth, 
dragons blood, a little burnt alum, and ſpirit of 
wine, employed both internally and externally. 
Exquiſite pains of the head enſued, with extreme 
anxiety of the præcordia, depreſſion of ſtrength, 
and faintings. Theſe at length ceaſing, left a 
tumour of both jaws, which by cataplaſms was 
exaſperated ; febrile ſymptoms increaſed, ſhe 
fainted at times, and aborted. The tumour, ver- 
ging to a ſcirrhous hardneſs, was afterwards cu- 
red by the plaſter called mu Dei. 


Pregnant women are very ſubje& to tooth- 
achs, and cedematous or eryſipelatous affeQions 


of the head ; which may be happily prevented 
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by bleeding and gentle laxatives. Serous tu- 
mours not unfrequently become ſcirrhous, eſpe- 
clally if treated with too ſpiritous diſcutients : in 
ſuch caſes, I have often obſerved excellent ef- 
fects from the gum plaſter above mentioned. 


5. A man of a ſanguineo-melancholic tempe- 
rament, accuſtomed to wine and ſweets, ſuffer- 
ed violent torments from a carious tooth, parti- 
cularly in the night-time; the pain began about 
ten at night, and continued till three in the 
morning, without any external ſwelling, or pre- 
ternatural heat: in the cavity of the tooth there 
was a ſmall ſpongy particle, of exquiſite ſenſa- 
tion, Eſſence of caſtor with a little opium, put 


into the hollow, abated the pain : on the third 


day, it returned at the uſual hour, and yielded 
then, not to that medicine, but to camphor: in 
a few days it returned again, and yielded neither 
to one or the other, but was at laſt relieved by 
a drop or two of oil of cloves. In another re- 
turn, the following week, he had no relief from 


any of the three. I ordered internally the elec- 


tuary of rob of elder- berries above deſcribed; 
the balſamum vitæ to be ſnuffed up the noſe; 
and tincture of caſtor put into the hollow tooth. 
Theſe alleviated the pain: but the effectual cure 
was obtained only from drawing the tooth, 


CH AP. 
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HE otalgia is a pain in the cavity of the Otalgia, 


ear or meatus auditorius; from acrid ſe- ,. 


or 
ar- ach. 


rum extravaſated and ſtagnating in the nervous 


membrane by which that cavity is lined. It is 
moſt common to thoſe who are ſubject to rheu- 
matic and catarrhal defluxions; and often fol- 
lows a ſuppreſſion of ſweating on the head, from 
expoſure to cold winds. It is often the effect 
of an inflammation. or ulcer in the ears, diſtin- 
guiſhable by a conſiderable burning heat, ten- 
five pain, pulſation, redneſs, fever, and ſome- 
times a delirium. Sometimes alſo it proceeds 
from worms, in which caſe the pain is vague 
and pungent, with a ſenſation of gnawing. 


Pains of the ears are moſt violent in perſons 
of a bilious temperament ; producing often ex- 
quiſite headachs, with ſome diſorder of the ſenſes, 
watchfulneſs, reſtleſſneſs and anxiety : in phleg- 


matic 
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matic habits they are leſs ſevere. They are of- 


Chap. 10. ten ſymptomatic, in acute tevers, from a tranſla- 
don of the morbid matter. Deafneſs, or a great 


dulneſs of hearing, happening in the decline, is 
an infallible preſage of recovery: but here it is 
the membrane of the internal ear, and the au- 
ditory nerve, that are affected. A tranſlation 
to the external ear produces the otalgia, which, 
without ſpeedy relief, may prove mortal from 
the vehemence of the pain. Otalgia from ex- 


' ternal injuries, with a diſcharge of ſanious mat- 
ter from the ear, are commonly mortal. | 


$ 2. Method of Cure. 


The primary indication is, to alleviate the 
pain, by nitrous and cinnabarine powders, the 
mineral anodyne liquor, and, if theſe fail, by opi- 
ates. Conſiderable relief may likewiſe be ex- 
pected from externals; a plaſter of maſltich, gal- 
banum, ſaffron, expreſſed oil of nutmegs, ca- 
ſtor, and opium, applied to the temple and be- 
hind the ear; the vapour of milk and odorife- 
rous herbs, and the ſmoke of tobacco, received 
into the ear, and bladders of warm liquor laid 
on the part. | N 


The diſcuſſion of the ſtagnant humour is to be 


ET by diaphoretic powders, with ſmall 


quantities 
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quantities of nitre and cinnabar. In plethoric Otalgia, 


habits, a vein ſhould be opened: ſcarification, 


or 


of: Ear-ach. 


leeches near the part affected, are alſo proper. ll 


the belly be bound, it ſhould be opened by 
emollient glyſters, or laxatives of manna, caſſia, 
and rhubarb. The patient is to be kept warm 
in bed, quiet, and free from all noiſe. 


$ 3. Practical Cautions and Obſervations. 


1. In otalgia from foreign bodies forced into 
the ear, the extraction is never to be attempted 
during the violence of the pain, as the attempt 
would not only be fruitleſs, but increaſe the pain 
to an intolerable degree. The part is firſt to be 
fomented with ſome emollient liquor, or ſome 
drops of oil of almonds let fall into the ear; 
which at the ſame time both alleviating the pain, 
and relaxing the conſtringed membranes, the 
foreign body will often be forced out by bare 
incezing. 


2. Otalgia from an internal cauſe generally 
terminates in an abſceſs; a purulent ichorous 
matter oozing from the external glands of the 
meatus auditorius, which ſerve naturally to ſe- 
crete the ear- wax: in children, eſpecially thoſe 
of a ſpongy habit, tl there is often a very large diſ- 

charge 
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charge from theſe glands of fetid purulent ſe- 
rum. In this ſtate of the diſeaſe, we muſt en- 
deavour to divert the humour to the lower 
parts, by gentle laxatives, manna, rhubarb, cur- 
rants, feveral times repeated; or by pediluvia, 
bliſters, and cupping, particularly in adults, By 
theſe means the diſcharge gradually ceaſes, with- 
out any injury to the hearing. 


3. Where a copious diſcharge of pus has ſuc- 
ceeded an inflammation of the ear, external de- 
ficcatives and antiſeptics are likewiſe neceſſary. 
With theſe intentions, the ancients employed 


_ compoſitions of aloes, ſaffron,” myrrh, and farco- 
colla, made into ſticks ; or injections of pome- 


granate-peel;nard, bitter almonds,faffron, myrrh, 
alum, vulnerary herbs, boiled in wine. 


- 4. We muſt be cautious, however, not too 
haſtily to reſtrain laſting purulent fluxions, from 
whatever cauſe, by the ſtronger deſiccatives and 
aſtringents. From ſuch a ſuppreſſion have ariſen 
large ſwellings of the parotids, with extreme 
pain and other violent ſymptoms. 


5. In ſevere pains of the ears and ſwellings of 
the parotids, ſucceeding ' acute fevers, 1 have 
found nothing more effectual than cupping and 

| ſcarification 
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ſcarification in the nape of the neck, and an Oralgia, _ . 


emollient cataplaſm, compoſed of figs, ſaffron, . 


or 
ar-ach. 


honey, juice of roaſted onions, and white lily. ——— 


roots, applied warm, 


6. In pains from worms that have got into the 


ear, the animals are either to be invited out 
by injecting warm milk, or killed by oil of 
wormwood, of peach - kernels, or of bitter al- 
monds. | 


5 4 Hiftories of Caſes. 


1. A noble lady, above fifty, unmarried, of a 
ſanguine conſtitution, ſubje& about ten years 
before to painful fluxions of the external parts, 
which were relieved by bleeding thrice a-year, 
on omitting that evacuation, the right arm, after 
expoſure to cold during a ſweat in the night, 
was ſeized next day with a pain and ſwelling, 
which increaſed to ſuch a degree, that ihe could 


not raiſe or bend it. By frequent fumigations - 


with amber and gummy refins, the pain abated, 
and the ſwelling retired to the upper part of the 
ſhoulder. A plaſter diſlodged it in part from 
thence, and a moſt exquiſite pain of the ear ſuc- 
ceeded : the whole head ſwelled conſiderably, 
the hearing grew dull, and ſome blood dropped 

Vol.. I. Oo from 
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from the noſtrils, with large quantities of mu- 
cous humours. I ordered veneſection in the 


foot; a gentle purgative of ſenna and rhubarb 


with decoction of currants; a flender diet; a de- 


coction of ſarſaparilla, liquorice, and wild pop- 
pies, for drink; a mild diaphoretic mixture, and 
warm regimen ; and the. bag above deſcribed to 
be applied to the affected fide. On the eleventh 


dap, a plentiful ſweat all over the body proved a 


ſolution of the diſeaſe. The dulneſs of hearing, 


and a pain in the ear, which ſtill continued, were 


removed by the ſteam of a hot loaf with fennel- 
ſced repeatedly applied to the meatus auditorius, 
She was again purged by.balſamic pills, and by 
. perfectly recovered. 


2. A gentleman above ſixty, thin, but of a flo- 
rid complexion, after drinking too plentifully at 
an entertainment, and returning home at night, 
complained next morning of a painful weight in 
the head, particularly the left ſide, followed by 


an acute pain of the ear, which in a few days in- 


creaſed to a very violent degree, ſo as totally to 
prevent ſleep, and occaſion a coldneſs and trem- 


bling of the whole body: the pain was ſo 


intolerable, that he wiſhed for no other relief 
than a piſtol. Externally nothing preternatural 
could be ſeen. The belly was opened by 


repeated 


_ 
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repeated glyſters; the vapour of chamomile- Otalgia, 
flowers boiled in milk, received frequently into beh. 
the ear, and antiſpaſmodic powders, with nitre. 


cinnabar, and a little opium, given internally. 
At the end of the ſeventh day, the pain abated ; 
a gentle ſweat broke out; the pulſe, before con- 
_ tracted and hard, grew ſofter and calmer ; the 
urine, before thin and watery, depoſited a ſedi- 
ment; and at laſt (nature completing the cure 
which I undeſervedly had the honour of) an in- 
ternal abſceſs opened, about two ſpoonfuls of pu- 
rulent matter were diſcharged by degrees, and 
all the ſymptoms diſappeared. 


3. A young lady of ten, of a tender and ſoft 
conſtitution, complained of languor, loſs of ap- 
petite, gripes, and a pungent pain about the hy- 
pochondres : ſhe had little fleep, and that gene- 
rally frightful. Suſpecting worms, I gave vari- 
ous anthelminthics, but without effect. She was 
confined to bed above two months, and moaned 
conſtantly. At length the pains in the belly va- 
niſhed, and were ſucceeded by a cephalalgia and 
perfe& deafneſs: the girl was delirious every 
day, flept not an hour for four weeks, and took 
no food but ſome bread and ale. I often viſited 
her, but neither could do any ſervice, nor form 
any judgment of the diſeaſe. At length, a large 

Oo2 quantity 
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— — quantity of purulent matter ran from the ear; 
— 10. in one day and night, ſleep and hearing miracu- 
S louſly returned; by degrees ſhe perfectly reco- 


vered, and has ſince enjoyed good health. 
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Of ArTHRIT1s, or GouT. 
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5 1. General Hiſtory. 


HE genuine gout is an intenſe pain in one 

or more of the articulations of the extre- 

mities, coming on ſuddenly, with more or leſs of 

a fever, and terminating in a tumour of the part, 
which does not ſuppurate. 


For ſome weeks before the approach of the 
fit, indigeſtion, crudities, and a kind of flatulent 
diſtenſion and heavineſs of the whole body, with 
an unſurmountable liſtleſſneſs and inactivity, are 
generally complained of ; and for a few days, a 
numbneſs of the thigh, and a ſenſation as of fla- 
tulencies deſcending through the fleſhy parts, 
with ſpaſms and catchings of the nerves. The 
day preceding the fit, the appetite is more vora- 
cious than ordinary. 


The patient goes to bed in good health ; but 
about two in the morning is awaked by a pain, 
O 0 3 generally 


Arthritis, 
or 


Gout. 
— — 
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generally in the great toe, ſometimes in the heel, 
calf, or ankle. The pain reſembles that of a dif- 


—— located bone, with a ſenſation as if water, juſt 


not cold, was poured on the membranes of the 
part. A chilneſs, ſhivering, and flight fever, ſuc- 
ceed : the pulſe is full, ſomewhat hard, and fre- 
quent, and of greater extent than in its natural 
ſtate. * 


The pain continues to increaſe during the 
next day, and comes to its height by the even- 
ing, affecting all the bones of the tarſus and me- 


tatarſus, ſometimes with a ſenſe of violent ten- 


ſion and laceration, ſometimes of preſſure and 
conſtriction, ſometimes of gnawing like that of 
a dog. The ſenſation of the part is ſo exquiſite, 
that the weight of the bed clothes, or the ſhaking 


of the room by walking, cannot be borne. The 


night is ſpent in reſtleſs changes of poſture, with- 
out obtaining eaſe in any, till about two in the 
morning, viz. twenty-four hours from the firſt 
attack. The patient now falls into a gentle 
ſweat and fleep; and awaking, finds the pain 
much abated, and the part ſwelled. 


The fever goes off, the pain continues gra- 
dually to decreaſe, but the foot remains extreme- 
ly ſenſible, ſo as ſcarce to bear being touched 
or approached, The perſpiration of the part be- 

comes 
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comes free and copious; the appetite returns; Arthritis, 


in nine or ten days the tumour diſappears; and 


or 
' Gour. 


an almoſt intolerable itching, with deſquamation 


of the ſkin, conclude the paroxyſm. 


Such is the courſe of the moſt ſimple paro- 
xyſms of the gout. Moſt commonly each fit is 
compoſed of a number of theſe paroxyſins ſuc- 
ceeding one another; all irregular, except the 
firſt, both in the time of ſeizure and continu- 
ance. Both feet are attacked ſometimes at once, 
ſometimes one in a day or two after the other: 
a number of joints are frequently affeQed in one 


foot, and the pain often renewed in one joint. 


In all theſe compound fits, as well as the ſimple, 
the pain is conſtantly exaſperated in the night, 
and remits in the morning. Their continuance, 
in ſtrong perſons who have ſeldom had the diſ- 
eaſe, is uſually about fourteen days; in the aged, 
and thoſe who have ſuffered ſeveral attacks, near 
two months. The diforder is periodical, return- 
ing chiefly in the autumn and early in the 
ſpring. | 


After numerous fits, eſpecially in an advanced 
age, it frequently attacks the hands, wriſts, el- 
bows, knees, or other parts; ſometimes diſtort- 
ing the fingers, gradually depriving them of mor 
tion, and at length producing nodes and creta- 

Sf hs Oo4 ceoys 
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ceous concretions about the joints; ſometimes 


. occaſioning a large white ſwelling of the elbows, 


which by degrees becomes inflamed ; ſometimes 
producing in the thigh a ſenſation of great 
weight, but with no conſiderable pain; from 
thence deſcending to the knee, and affecting that 
more ſeverely. And now almoſt all the limbs 
are contracted and lame. 

In this inveterate ſtate of the diſeaſe, the fits 
become leſs and leſs painful, but of much longer 
duration, continuing almoſt all the year, except 
two or three of the warmer ſummer months. In 
general, the leſs violent the pain, the longer does 
the fit n, and the leſs perfect is the inter- 
miſſion. 


an in water ſcarce warmer than the ſkin 
in health, frequently invites the gouty matter to 
the part: a degree of heat conſiderably greater 
or leſs, prevents its fixing, and often repels it 
when fixed. The humour, repelled, conſtantly 
attacks ſome other part, ſometimes the articula- 
tions of the trunk, and ſometimes the viſcera. 
When theſe are affected, whether from a tranf- 
lation of the humour, or from its being prima- 
rily depoſited upon them, the govt is termed. ir- 


regular. 
The 
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the different diſeaſes to which the part ir occu- G 
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pies is ſubject. In the membranes of the brain, 


it occaſions paralyſis, delirium, tremors, violent 
cephalalgia, univerſal convulſions, apoplexy ; in 
the membranes of the teeth, exquiſite tooth- 
achs; in the coats of the ſtomach, ſpaſms of that 
viſcus, hiccups, vomiting, cardialgia; in the 
lungs, convulſive coughs and ſpaſmodic aſth- 
mas; in the membranes of the ribs, a ſpurious 
pleuriſy ; in the coats of the inteſtines, violent 
gripes; in the urinary paſſages, nephritic pains, 
an iſchuria, and ſpaſm of the part. Sometimes 
the diſeaſe remains fixed and uniform: ſome- 
times it is perpetually varying its appearance, 
without changing its place: ſometimes it ſhifts 
ſuddenly from one part to another, and is then 
termed the flying gout ; this happens chiefly in 
the external parts. | 


Perſons ſubje& to the gout are for the moſt 
part in other reſpects healthful; and hence in 
all their diſtempers the gouty matter 1s to be 
ſuſpected of having a principal ſhare. Theſe 
diſeaſes are likewiſe diſtinguiſhable from the ſi- 
milar ones ariſing from other cauſes, by the bo- 
dy not being emaciated, or at leaſt not near ſo 
ſoon or ſo much; by an irregularity in the ap- 
pearance and ſymptoms ; and by thick turbid u- 

rine, 
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rine, with certain viſcous tranſparent filaments 
floating in it. Theſe laſt are a conſtant mark 
either of gouty or nephritic diſorders, which 
ſeem to be in ſome meaſure allied, and frequent- 
ly change one into the other. 


A regular gour in the joints, always ſevere, is 
never fatal or dangerous. To thoſe whom it 
firſt ſeizes in an advanced age, it promiſes longe- 
vity: but thoſe to whom it is hereditary, and 
whom it attacks early in life, generally have 
their days ſhortened by it: after repeated fits 
for a number of years, a loſs of appetite, fick- 
neſs, weakneſs and other ſymptoms are joined, 
under which the patient gradually ſinks. The 
internal gout is generally full of danger; more 
or leſs fo, according as the part affected is more 
or leſs neceflary to lite. Flying pains in the 
limbs give hopes of the tranſlation of the hu- 
mour to the articulations, the deſirable ſolution 
of all internal gouts. The hereditary gout 
ſcarce admits of a radical cure, but may be pal- 
hated or prevented from diſcovering itſelf, by a 
proper regimen. The adventitious gout, in the 
beginning, whilſt the fits are ſimple, is by no 
means beyond the power of medicine. 
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§ 2. Method of Cure. 


The gout is always to be prevented, and of- 
ten cured, by temperance and labour: there are 
not a few examples of perſons of rank, who have 
loſt the gout with their fortunes. In the room of 
theſe ſimple remedies, artificial evacuations have 
been called in aid, and ſometimes with ſucceſs ; 
ſuch as bleeding ſome time before the approach of 
the fit, cupping and ſcarifying the upper part of 
the foot, laxatives and aperients, an emetic once 
a-month, mineral waters, plentiful dilution with 
mild emollient liquors, a diaphoretic regimen, 
friction, and mild ſudorifics. 


On the approach of the fit, a laxative is advi- 
ſable. During the paroxyſm, little more is to 
be attempted than keeping up a freedom of per- 
ſpiration and openneſs of the belly. Topics in 
general do more harm than good: one of the 
leaſt hurtful is a cataplaſm of crumb of bread, 
milk, yolks of eggs, ſaffron, and elder-flowers : 
in violent pains, relief is ſometimes obtained 
from applying the warm fleſh of an animal new- 
ly killed. In the decline, the volatile tincture 
of ſulphur is of uſe for preventing tophaceous 
concretions; and the balſamum vitæ with Hun- 
gary water, when the pain is gone off, for 
ſtrengthening the parts. 
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F 3. Practical Caution: and Obſervations. 


1. In young perſons, full of blood, accuſtom- 
ed to high feeding, where cuſtomary evacuations 
of blood are ſuppreſſed, veneſedion is of great 
ſervice for preventing the fits, and may be boldly 
ventured on when the fit is approaching: when 


the body is weak, and abounds with ſerum, it 
does harm. 


2. The gout has been cured, or rather the 
paroxyſms ſuſpended for a length of time, by a 
milk diet. If the patient afterwards returns to 
his former way of life, either the fits happily 
come back, or in their place, particularly in aged 
and weak perſons, ſucceed ſpaſmodic complaints, 
colics, cardialgic inflations of the ſtomach, ne- 
phritic pains with an iſchury, and in no long 
time even death itſelf. In plethoric or impure 
ſerous habits, in hypochondriacal cafes, where 
the tone of the ſtomach and inteſtines is weak- 
ened, and crudities abound in the firſt en 
milk is entirely 1 improper. 


3. Strong purgatives are never to be given 
during the paroxyſm, or on its attack: gentle 
laxatives may have place. 


4. Topics, 
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4. Topics, * the moſt part dangerous, are Arthritis, 


moſt fo in plethoric cacochymic habits, in hyſte- 
rical and hypochondriacal perſons, and thoſe of 
great ſenſibility. Spiritous and camphorated 
applications do little harm in fluggiſh humid 
ſubjects; but in thoſe of a dry habit, they either 
repel the gouty matter, or diſpoſe to the calcu- 
lus, or promote the formation of tophi, or leave 
troubleſome contractions of the parts. 


5. The gout does not bear a multiplicity of 
medicines: the practitioner ſhould confine him- 


ſelf to a few, of experienced effects. 


6. Some celebrated French Phyſicians recom- 


mend frequent bleeding; which does not, how- | 
ever, anſwer in this climate, unleſs in the earlier 
ſtages of the diſeaſe, and where the patient is 


much diſpoſed to be plethoric : in ſuch caſes, a 
little blood may be advantageouſly taken away, 
or rather ſcarification performed in the foot, 
every month; a laxative being always premi- 


fed. 


7. After the paroxyſm is over, there frequent- 
ly remains a conſiderable ſwelling of the affect- 
ed foot, of the cedematous kind; eſpecially in per- 
ſons of a ſpongy ſerous habit. This is to be treat- 
ed, not with ſtrong purgatives, but with gentle 

| balſamic 


or 


Gout. 
— —ö 


390 


Part II. 
Sect. II. 
Chap. 11. 
E — 


PRACTICE or 


balſamic laxatives given in ſmall repeated doſes: 
ſome camphor, mixed with farinaceous powders, 
is to be ſtrewed upon the part, which ſhould be 


kept lightly compreſſed, to prevent a farther 


afflux of humours. For reſolving tophaceous 
concretions, | have found nothing ſuperior to a 
balſam prepared from the ſalt of the ſcoriæ of 
ſimple regulus of antimony, with the oils of tur- 
pentine and juniper-berries. 


& 4. Hiſtories of Caſes. 


1. A gentleman above fixty, afflicted for ſeveral 
years with convulſive ſpaſmodic and gouty pains, 
which were annually relieved by the Caroline 
waters; took, in a fit of the gout, an empyrical 
powder, which appeared, from the taſte, mer- 


curial and vitriolic. After twelve doſes, one 


every two hours, the pain ceaſed at once; but 
was ſucceeded by vehement cardialgia, reſtleſſ- 
neſs, gripes, obſtinate coſtiveneſs, faintings at 
times ; and ſoon after, he expired in an apoplec- 


tic fit, with the head and whole body ſurpriſing- 


ly ſwelled, and the mouth foaming with blood 
and ſerum. 


2. A gentleman about ſeventy, after frequent 
fits of the gout, applied a ſpiritous liquor, by 
which the pain was almoſt entirely carried off. 


In 
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In a few weeks, violent gripes came on, with Arthritis, 


vomiting and coſtiveneſs: theſe were removed 


or 
Govt. 


by glyſters and antiphlogiſtics, and repeated re 


turns were remedied by the ſame medicines, 
the gout never re- appearing: but the appetite 


entirely failed, the body waſted daily, the belly 


never anſwered without aſſiſtance, the urine was 
high-coloured, and the patient, confined perpe- 
tually to bed, at length expired, 


3. A gentleman of ſixty, after ſome fits of 
the gout, which were not very violent, took in 


autumn a flight opiate every night for ſome 


weeks. The fit returned at the uſual time, and 
proved remarkably milder than the preceding 
ones; but ſome weeks after, a fever came 
on, with a total loſs of ſtrength, coldneſs of the 
extremities, and perpetual ſleepineſs, by which 
he was unexpectedly carried off. 
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